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LETTERS 

FROM 

Dr.  SWIFT  to  STELLA. 

LETTER    XXVIL 
Dr.   Swift    to   Airs.   Johnson. 

I  London,  July  19,  171X. 

HAVE  juft  fentmy26th,  and  have  nothing 
to  fay,  becaufe  I  have  other  letters  to  v/rite ; 
(pfliaw,  I  began  too  high)  but  I  muft  lay  the 
beginning  like  a  neft-egg:  to-morrow  Ell  fiiy 
more,  and  fetch  up  this  line  to  be  ftraight.  This 
is  enough  at  prefcnt  for  two  dear  faucy  naughty 
girls. 

20.  Have  I  told  you  that  IValh  has  been  with 
me,  and  leaves  the  town  in  three  days.  He  has 
brought  no  gown  with  him.  Dilly  c:\rried  him  to 
a  play.  He  has  come  upon  a  foolifii  errand,  and 
goes  back  as  he  comes.  I  was  this  day  with  lord 
Peterborow^  who  is  going  another  ramble :  I  be- 
lieve I  told  you  fo.  I  dined  with  lord  treafurer, 
but  cannot  get  him  to  do  his  own  bufincfs  with 
me  ;  he  has  put  me  off  till  to-morrow. 

21,  22.  I  dined  yefterday  with  lord  treafurer, 
who  would  needs  tnke  me  along  with  him  to 
JVindfor.,  although  I  refufed  liim  fcveral  times, 
having  no  linen,  ^c.  I  had  juft  time  to  dcfire 
lord    Forbes  to  call    at   my   lodging,    and    order 
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my  man  to  fend  my  things  to-day  to  Wind/or 
by  his  fervant.  I  lay  laft  night  at  the  fecretary's 
lodgings  at  fViJidfor,  and  borrowed  one  of  his  fhirts 
to  go  to  court  in.  The  queen  is  very  well.  I 
dined  with  Mr.  Majloam;  and  not  hearing  any 
thing  of  my  things,  I  got  lord  Wincheljea  to  brino- 
me  to  town.  Here  I  found  that  Patrick  had  broke 
open  the  clofet  to  get  my  linen  and  night-gown, 
and  fent  them  to  Windjor^  and  there  they  are ;  and  he 
not  thinking  1  would  return  fo  foon,  is  gone  upon 
his  rambles :  fo  here  I  am  left  deftitute,  and 
forced  to  borrow  a  night-gown  of  my  landlady, 
and  have  not  a  rag  to  put  on  to-morrow :  faith^ 
it  gives  me  the  fpleen. 

23.  Morning.  It  is  a  terrible  rainy  day,  and 
rained  prodigioudy  on  Saturday  night.  Patrick 
lay  out  laft  night,  and  is  not  yet  returned  ;  faith, 
poor  Prejlo  is  a  defolate  creature  ;  neither  fervant,. 

nor  linen,    nor  any    thing. Night.     Lord 

Forbes's  man  has  brought  back  my  portmantua, 
and  Patrick  is  come;  fo  I  am  in  Chrijiian  circum- 
ftances  :  I  fhall  hardly  commit  fuch  a  frolick  a- 
gain.  I  juft  crept  out  to  Mrs.  Van's,  and  dined, 
and  ftaid  there  the  afternoon  :  it  has  rained  all  this 
day.  Windfor  is  a  delicious  place  :  I  never  faw  it 
before,  except  for  an  hour  about  feventeen  years 
ago.  Walh  has  been  here  in  my  abfence,  I  fup- 
pofe  to  take  his  leave;  for  he  defigned  not  to  ftay 
above  five  days  in  London.  He  fays,  he  and  his 
wife  will  come  here  for  fome  months  next  year; 
and,  in  fhort,  he  dares  not  ftay  now  for  fear 
of  her. 

24.  I  dined  to-day  with  a  hedge  friend  in  the 
city;  and  Walk  overtook  me  in  the  frrcet,  and  told 
me  he  was  juft  getting  on  horfeback  for  Chc/ler, 
He  has  as  much  curiofity  as  a  cow :  he  lodged  with 
his  horfe  in  Ald^rfgate-Jlrest :  he  has  bought  his  wife 

a  filk 
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a  fiik  gown,  and  himfelf  a  hat.  And  what  are  you 
doing  ?  what  is  poor  AID  doing  now?  how  do  you 
pafs  your  time  at  IVexford?  how  do  the  waters 
agree  with  you  ?  Let  Prejho  know  foon  ;  for  Prejio 
longs  to  know,  and  mull  know.  Is  not  madam  Prohy 
curious  company?  1  am  afraid  this  rainy  weather 
will  fpoil  your  waters.  We  have  had  a  great 
deal  of  wet  thefe  three  days,  Tell  me  all  the 
particulars  of  IVexford  \  the  place,  the  company, 
the  diverfions,  the  victuals,  the  wants,  the  vexa- 
tions. Poor  Dinghy  never  faw  fuch  a  place  in  her 
life  ;  fent  all  over  the  town  for  a  little  parfley  to 
a  boiled  chicken,  and  it  was  not  to  be  had  ;  the 
butter  is  ftark  naught,  except  an  old  Englijh  wo- 
man's ;  and  it  is  fuch  a  favour  to  get  a  pound 
from  her  now  and  then.  I  am  glad  you  carried 
down  your  iheets  with  you,  elfe  you  muft  have 
lain  in  lackcloth;     O  Lord  ! 

25.  I  was  this  forenoon  with  Mr.  fcretary  at 
his  office,  and  helped  to  hinder  a  man  of  his  par- 
don, who  is  condemned  for  a  rape.  The  under- 
fecretary  was  willing  to  fave  him,  upon  an  old 
notion  that  a  woman  cannot  be  ravifhcd :  but  I 
told  the  fecretary,  he  could  not  pardon  him  with- 
out a  favourable  report  from  the  judge;  befides, 
he  was  a  fiddler,  and  conf  quently  a  rogue,  and 
deferved  hanging  for  fomething  (.Ife  ;  and  fo 
he  fhall  fwing.  Wh^t ;  I  muft  ftand  up  for 
the  honour  of  the  fair  fex  ?  'Tis  true,  the  fel- 
low hnd  lain  with  her  a  hundred  liines  beiore  5 
but  what  care  I  fo-  that  ?  What  !  muft  a  w.m  .11 
be  ravifhcd  becaufe  ihe  is  whore  ? — The  fecretary 
and  I  go  on  Saturday  to  Windfor  for  a  week.  I 
dined  with  lord  treafurer,  and  ftaid  with  hirti 
till  paft  ten.  I  was  to-day  at  his  levee,  where 
I  went  againft  my  cuftom,  becauTe  1  had  a 
mind  to  do  a  good  office  for  a  genileman :  fo  I 
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talked  with  him  before  my  lord,  that  he  might  fee 
me,  and  then  found  occaiion  to  recommend  him 
this  afterncon.  I  was  forced  to  excufe  my  comin^" 
to  the  levee,  that  I  did  it  to  fee  the  fight;  for  he 
was  going  to  chide  me  away  :  I  had  never  been 
there  but  once,  and  that  was  long  before  he  was 
trcafurer.  The  rooms  were  all  full,  and  as  many 
IVhlgi  as  Tories.  He  whifpered  me  a  j eft  or  two, 
and  bid  me  come  to  dinner.  I  left  him  but  juft 
now,  and  'tis  late. 

26.  Mr.  Addifon  and  I  have  at  lafl  met  again. 
I  dined  with  him  and  Steele  to-day  at  young  yacob 
fonfoji^.  The  two  yacobs  think  it  is  I  who  have 
made  the  fecretary  take  from  them  the  printing  of 
the  Gazette,  which  they  are  going  to  lofe,  and 
Ben.  Tooke  and  another  are  to  have  it.  yacob 
came  to  me  t'other  day,  to  make  his  court ;  but 
I  told  him  It  was  too  late,  and  that  it  was  not  my 
doing.  I  reckon  they  will  lofe  it  in  a  week  or  two. 
'M.X.-  Jddijon  and  1  talked  as  ufual,  and  as  if  we 
had  feen  one  another  yefterday ;  and  Steele  and  I 
were  very  eafy,  although  I  writ  him  lately  a  biting 
letter,  in  anfwer  to  one  of  his,  where  he  defired 
me  to  recommend  a  friend  of  his  to  lord  treafurer. 
Go,  get  you  gone  to  your  waters,  firrah.     Do  they 

give  you  a  ftomach  ?    Do   you  eat  heartily  ? 

We  have  had  much  rain  to- day  and  yefterday. 

27.  1  dined  to-day  in  the  city,  and  faw  poor 
Patty  Rolt^  and  gave  her  a  piftole  to  help  her  a 
little  forward  againft  fhe  goes  to  board  in  the 
country.  She  has  but  eighteen  pounds  a  year  to 
live  on,  and  is  forced  to  feek  out  for  cheap 
places.  Sometimes  they  raife  their  price,  and  fome- 
times  they  ftarve  her,  and  then  Ihe  is  forced  to 
fliift.  Pr.'irick  the  puppy  put  too  much  ink  in 
my  ftandiih,  and  carrying  too  many  things  to- 
gether, I  fpillcd  it  on  my  paper  and  floor.     The 
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town  is  dull,  wet  and  empty:  TVexfcrd  is  worth 
two  of  it;  I  hope  fo  at  leaft,  and  that  poor 
little  MD  finds  it  fo.  I  reckon  upon  going 
to  Wind/or  to-morrow  with  Mr.  fecretary,  un- 
lefs  he  changes  his  mind,  or  fome  other  bufinefs 
prevents  him.  I  fhall  flay  there  a  week,  I  hope. 
28.  Morning.  Mr.  fecretary  fent  me  word, 
he  will  call  at  my  lodgings  by  two  this  afternoon, 
to  take  me  to  JFindfir^  fo  I  muft  dine  no  where  ;  and 
I  promifed  lord  treafurer  to  dine  with  him  to-day; 
but  1  fuppofe  we  fhall  dine  at  IVindfcr  at  five,  for 
we  make  but  three  hours  there.  1  am  going 
abroad,  but  have  left  Patrick  to  put  up  my  things, 
and  to  be  fure  to  be  at  home  half  an  hour  before 
two. — IVindfor,  at  night.  We  did  not  leave  £5;?- 
doK  till  three,  and  dined  here  betv/een  fix  and  feven  ; 
at  nine  I  left  the  company,  and  went  to  fee  lord 
treafurer,  who  isjufl:  come.  I  chid  him  for  coming 
fo  late;  he  rhid  me  for  not  dining  with  him; 
faid,  he  ftaid  an  hour  for  me.  Then  1  went  and 
fat  with  Mr.  Lewis  till  juft  now,  and  'tis  paft  ele- 
ven. I  lie  in  the  fame  houfe  with  the  fecretarj'^, 
one  of  the  prebendary's  houfes.  The  fecretary 
is  not  come  from  his  apartment  in  the  Cajlle.  Do 
you  think  that  abominable  dog  Patrick  was  out  af- 
ter two  to  day,  and  I  in  a  fright  every  moment 
for  fear  the  chariot  fhould  come  ?  and  when  he 
came  in  he  had  not  put  uji  one  rag  of  my  things : 
I  never  was  in  a  greater  pailion,  and  would  certa-n- 
ly  have  cropt  one  of  his  ears,  if  1  had  not  looi<t 
every  moment  for  the  fecretary,  who  fenr  his  equi- 
page to  my  lodging  before,  and  came  in  a  chair 
from  Whitehall  to  me,  and  happened  to  (by  half 
an  hour  later  than  he  intt-nded.  One  of  lord 
treafurer's  f^rvants  gave  me  a  letter  to-night;  I 
found  it  was  from  *****,  with  an  offer  of  fifty 
pounds  to  be  paid  me  in  what  manner  I  pleafedj 
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becaufe,  he  faid,  he  defired  to  be  well  with  me.  1 
was  in  a  rage ;  but  my  friend  Lewis  cooled  me, 
and  faid,  it  is  what  the  beft  men  fometimes  meet 
with  ;  and  I  have  been  not  feldom  ferved  in  the 
like  manner,  although  not  fo  grofsly.  In  thefe 
cafes  i  never  demur  a  moment ;  nor  ever  found 
the  leaft  inclination  to  take  any  thing.  Well,  I'll 
go  try  to  fieep  in  my  new  bed,  and  to  dream  of 
poor  Wexford  MD^  and  Stella  that  drinks  water, 
and  Dinghy  that  drinks  ale. 

21.  I  was  at  Court  and  church  to-day,  as  I 
was  this  day  fennight :  I  generally  am  acquainted 
with  about  thirty  in  the  drawing  room,  and  I  am 
fo  proud  I  make  all  the  lords  come  up  to  me  ;  one 
palles  half  an  hour  pleafant  enough.  We  had  a 
dunce  to  preach  before  the  queen  to-day,  which  of- 
ten happens.  Windfor  is  a  delicious  fituation,  but 
the  town  is  fcoundrel.  I  have  this  morning  got 
the  Gazette  for  Ben.  Tooke  and  one  Barber  a  prin- 
ter; it  will  be  about  three  hundred  pounds  a  year 
between  them.  T'other  fellow  was  printer  of 
the  Examiner^  which  is  now  laid  down.  I  dined 
wi'h  the  fecretary,  we  were  a  dozen  in  all,  three 
Scotch  lords,  and  lord  Peterborow.  Duke  Hamilton 
would  needs  be  witty,  and  hold  up  my  train  as  I 
walked  up  ftaiis.  It  is  an  ill  circumftance  that 
on  Sundays  much  company  always  meet  at  the 
great  tables.  Lord  treafurer  told  at  Court,  what 
I  faid  to  Mr.  fecretary  on  this  occalion.  The 
fecretary  fhewed  me  his  bill  of  fare  to  encourage 
me  to  dine  with  him.  Poh,  faid  I,  fliew  me  a  bill 
of  compaiiy,  for  I  value  not  your  dinner.  See 
how  this  is  all  blotted*,  I  can  write  no  more  here, 

*  This  refers  to  the  ink  mentioned  above,  which 
blotted  his  paper. 
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"but  to  tell  you  I  love  MD  dearly,  and  God  blefs 
them. 

30.  In  my  confcience  I  fear  I  fhall  have  the 
gout.  I  fometimes  feel  pains  about  my  feet  and 
toes ;  I  never  drank  till  within  thefe  tv/o  years, 
and  I  did  it  to  cure  my  head.  I  often  fit  evenings 
with  fome  of  thefe  people,  and  drinlc  in  my  turn; 
but  I  am  now  refolved  to  drink  ten  times  lefs  than 
before ;  but  they  advife  me  to  let  what  I  drink  be 
all  wine,  and  not  to  put  water  to  it*.  Tooke  and  the 
printer  flayed  to-day  to  finifn  their  affair,  and  treated 
me,  and  two  of  the  under-fecretaries,  upon  their 
getting  the  Gazette.  Then  I  went  to  fee  lord 
treafurer,  and  chid  him  for  not  taking  notice  of 
me  at  Windfor :  he  faid,  he  kept  a  place  for  me 
■yeflerday  at  dinner,  and  expected  me  there;  but 
I  was  glad  I  did  not  come,  becaufe  the  duke  of 
Buckingham  was  there,  and  that  would  have  made 
us  acquainted  ;  which  I  have  no  mind  to.  How- 
ever, we  appointed  to  fup  at  Mr.  Majhams^  and 
there  flayed  till  paflone  o'clock  ;  and  that  is  late, 
firrahs  :   and  I  have  much  bufmefs. 

31.  I  have  fent  a  noble  haunch  of  venifon  this 
afternoon  to  Mrs.  Vanhomr'igh :  I  wifli  you  had 
it,  firrahs  :  I  dined  gravely  with  my  landlord  the 
fecretary.  The  queen  was  abroad  to-day  in  order 
;to  hunt,  but  finding  it  difpofed  to   rain,  (he  kept 

*  This  advice  appears  to  be  reafonable,  cither  becav/e 
that  when  wine  is  mixed  wiih  water,  the  particles  of  it, 
being  diluted,  infinuaie  themfclves  with  greater  facility 
into  more  vefTels  of  the  body,  and  into  channels,  that 
pure  wine  could  not  readily  get  admittance  into  ;  and 
therefoie  its  effeds  are  more  difficult  to  be  fliaken  of: 
or,  becaufe  that  wine  being  of  a  hot  nature,  as  it  digells 
every  thing  elfe,  fo  it  digefts  itfelf ;  but,  when  mixed 
with  water,  it  has  a  contrary  eflefl.  Vid.  Ariftot,  Pro- 
blem. Sed.  3.  Prob  3,     Confult  alfo  Frob.  14,  22.     " 
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In  her  ccnch  ;  fhe  hunts  in  a  chaiTe  with  one  horfe, 
which  fne  drives  hcrfelf,  and  drives  furioufly,  hke 
'Jshu^  and  is  a  mighty  hunter,  like  N'tmrod.  Ding- 
ley  has  heard  of  Ishnrod^  but  not  Stella^  for  it  is  in 
the  Bible.  I  was  to-day  at  Eton^  which  is  but  juft 
crofs  the  bridge,  to  fee  my  lord  Kerry's  fon,  who 
is  at  fchool  there.  Mr.  fecretary  has  given  me  a 
warrant  for  a  buck  ;  I  can't  fend  it  to  MD  F 
Tt  is  a  fad  thing  faith,  confidering  bow  Prejio 
loves  MD^  and  how  MD  would  love  prejio's  ve- 
nifon  for  Prcjloh  fake.  God  blefs  the  two  dear 
Wexford  girls. 

Jlug.  I .  We  had  for  dinner  the  fellow  of  that 
haunch  of  venifon  I  fent  to  London  ;  'twas  mighty 
fat  and  good,  and  eight  people  at  dinner;  that 
was  bad.  The  queen  and  1  were  going  to  take 
the  air  this  afternoon,  but  not  together;  and  were 
both  hindered  by  a  fudden  rain.  Her  coaches  and 
chaifes  all  went  back,  and  the  guards  too:  and 
I  fcoured  into  the  market-place  for  flielter.  I  in- 
tended to  have  walked  up  the  fineft  avenue  I  ever 
faw,  two  miles  long,  with  two  rows  of  elms  on 
each  fide.  I  walked  in  the  evening  a  litile  upon 
the  terrace,  and  can-ie  home  at  eight :  Mr.  fecre- 
tary Ccime  foon  after,  and  we  were  engaging  in 
deep  difcourfe,  and  1  was  endeavouring  to  feitle 
fome  points  of  the  greateft  confequence  ;  and  bad 
wormed  myfelf  pierty  well  into  him,  when  his 
under- fecretary  came  in  (who  lodges  in  the  fame 
houfe  with  us)  and  interrupted  all  my  fcheme.  1 
have  juli  left  him  ;  'tis  late,  ^c. 

2.  1  have  been  now  five  days  at  JVindfor^  and 
Patrick  has  been  diunk  three  times  that  I  have  fccn, 
and  oftener  1  believe.  He  has  lately  had  cloaths 
that  have  cod  me  nve  pounds,  and  the  dog  thinks 
be  has  the  whip  hand  <.f  me  ;  he  begins  to  mafler 
D.e  3  fo  now  1  am  refolved  to  part  with  him,  and 

will 
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will  ufe  him  without  the  leaft  pity.  The  fecretary 
and  I  have  been  walking  three  or  four  hours  to- 
day. The  duchefs  oi  Shrewfhury  aflced  him,  was 
not  that  Dr.  Dr.  and  Ihe  Ci>uld  not  fay  my  name 
in  Englijh^  but  faid  Dr.  Prefio,  which  is  Jtalian 
for  Sunft.  Whimfical  enough,  as  Billy  Swift  fays. 
I  go  to-morrow  with  the  fecretary  lo  his  houfe 
at  Buckleberry^  twenty-five  miles  from  hence,  and 
return  early  on  Sunday  morning.  1  will  leave  this 
letter  behind  me  lockt  up,  and  give  you  an  ac- 
count of  my  journey  when  I  return.  I  had  a  letter 
yeflerday  from  the  bifhop  of  Chgher,  who  is  co- 
ming up  to  Dublin  to  his  parliament.  Have  you 
any  correfpondencc  with  him  to  Wexford?  Me- 
thinks,  I  now  long  for  a  letter  from  you,  dated 
Wexford,  July  24,  ^c  O  Lord,  that  would  be 
fo  pretending;  and  then  fays  you,  Stella  can't 
write  much,  becaufe  it  is  bad  to  write  when  one 
drinks  the  waters;  and  I  think,  fays  you,  1  find 
myfelf  better  already,  but  I  cannot  tell  yet,  whe- 
ther it  be  the  journey  or  the  waters.  Prejlo  is  fo 
filly  to-night ;  yes  he  bej  hut  Fre/lo  loves  MD 
dearly,  as  hope  faved. 

3.  Morning.  I  am  to  go  this  day  at  noon,  as 
I  told  you,  to  Buckleberry ;  we  dine  at  twelve, 
and  expeft  to  be  there  in  four  hours  ;  I  cannot 
bid  you  good-night  now,  becaufe  I  ihall  be  twenty- 
five  miles  from  this  paper  to  night,  and  fo  my  jour- 
nal muft  have  a  break  ;  fo  g6od  morrow,  &c. 

4,  5.  I  dined  yefteiday  at  Buckleberry ^  where 
we  lay  two  nights,  and  fct  out  this  morning  at 
eight,  and  were  here  at  twelve,  in  four  hours 
we  went  twenty-fix  miles.  Mr.  fecretary  was  a 
perfect  country  gentleman  at  Buckleberry ;  he 
imoakt  tobacco  with  one  or  two  neighbours  ;  he 
enquired  after  the  v;hcat  in  fuch  a  field  ;  he  went 
to  vifit  his  hounds;  and  knew  all  their  names;  be 
and  his  lady  (aw  me  to   my   cliambcr  jult  in   the 
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•country  faflilon.  His  houfe  is  in  the  mtdfi:  of 
near  three  thoufand  pounds  a  year  he  had  by  his 
'lady,  who  is  defcended  from  "Jack  Newbury^  of 
whom  books  and  ballads  are  written ;  and  there 
is  an  old  pi6lare  of  him  in  the  houfe.  She  is  a 
great  favourite  of  mine,  I  loft  church  to-day; 
but  I  drefled,  and  ftiaved,  and  went  to  Courts  and 
would  not  dine  with  the  fecretary,  but  engaged 
myfelf  to  a  private  dinner  with  Mr.  Lewisy  and 
one  friend  more.  We  go  to  London  to-morrow  ; 
for  lord  Dartmouth,  the  other  fecretary,  is  come, 
and  they  are  here  their  weeks  by  turns. 

6.  Lord  treafurer  comes  every  Saturday  to 
JVindfor,  and  goes  away  on  Monday  or  Tuefday. 
I  was  with  him  this  morning  at  his  levee,  for  one 
cannot  fee  him  otherwife  here,  he  is  fo  hurried  : 
we  had  fome  talk,  and  I  told  him  I  would  ftay 
this  week  at  Windjor  by  myfelf,  where  1  can  have 
more  leifure  to  do  fome  bufmefs  that  concerns 
them.  Lord  treafurer  and  the  fecretary  thought 
to  mortify  me,  for  they  told  me,  they  had  been 
talking  a  great  deal  of  me  to-day  to  the  queen,  and 
fhe  faid,  fhe  had  never  heard  of  me;  I  told  them. 
That  was  their  fault,  and  not  hers,  ^c,  and  fo 
we  laughed.  I  dined  with  the  fecretary,  and  let 
him  go  to  London  at  five  without  me  ;  and  here 
am  I  all  alone  in  the  prebendary's  houfe,  which 
Mr.  fecretary  has  taken;  only  Mr.  Lewis  i'^ '\x\ 
my  neighbourhood,  'and  we  fhall  be  good  com- 
pany. The  vice  chamberlain,  and  Mr.  Majha?n^ 
and  the  green-cloth,  have  promifed  me  dinners. 
I  fhall  want  but  four  till  Mr.  fecretary  returns. 
We  have  a  mufick  meeting  in  our  town  to-night. 
I  went  to  the  rehearfal  of  it,  and  there  was  Mar^ 
garita,  and  her  fifter,  and  another  drab,  and  a 
parcel  of  fiddlers  ;  I  was  weary,  and  would  not  go 
to  the  meeting,  which  I  am  forry  for,  becaufe  I 
heard  it  was  a  great  aflembly.     Mr.  Lewis  came 
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from  It,  and  fat  with  me  till  jufl:  now;  and  'tis 
late. 

y.  I  can  do  no  bufinefs,  I  fear,  becaufe  Mr. 
Lewis,  who  has  nothing  or  little  to  do  here,  llicks 
clofe  to  me.  I  dined  to-day  with  the  gentlemen 
ufliers,  among  fcurvcy  company  ;  but  the  queen 
was  hunting  the  ftao;  till  four  this  afternoon,  and 
fhe  drove  in  her  chaife  above  forty  miles,'  and  it 
was  five  before  we  went  to  dinner.  Here  are  fine 
walks  about  this  town.  I  fometimcs  walk  up  the 
avenue. 

8.  There  was  a  drawing-room  to-day  at  Court  i 
but  fo  hw  company,  that  the  queen  fenr  for  us  into 
her  bed-chamber,  where  we  made  our  bows,  and 
ftood  about  twenty  of  us  round  the  room,  while  {he 
looked  at  us  round  with  her  fan  in  her  mouth,  and 
dnce  a  minute  faid  about  three  words  to  fome  that 
were  neareft  her,  and  then  (lie  was  told  dinner 
was  ready,  and  went  cut.  I  dined  at  the  green- 
cloth,  by  Mr.  Scarboroiv's  invitation,  who  is  in 
waiting.  It  is  much  the  beft  table  in  England^ 
and  cofts  the  queen  a  thoufand  pounds  a  month 
while  file  is  at  Wind/or  or  Hampton-C'jurt ;  and  is 
the  only  mark  of  magnificence  or  hofpitality  I  can 
fee  in  the  queen's  family  :  it  is  defigned  to  enter- 
tain foreign  minifters,  and  people  of  quality,  who 
come  to  fee  the  queen,  and  have  no  place  to 
dine  at. 

9.  Mr.  Cole^  the  vice-chamberlain,  made  me 
a  long  vifit  this  morning,  and  invited  me  to 
dinner,  but  the  toafl,  his  lady,  was  unfortu- 
nately engaged  to  lady  Sunderland.  Lord  trea- 
furer  ftole  here  laft  night,  but  did  not  lie  at 
his  lodgings  in  the  Cajlle\  and  after  feeing  the 
queen,  went  back  again.  Ijuft  drank  a  difh  of 
chocolate  with  him.  I  fancy  I  fliall  have  rcafon 
to  be  angry  vvith  him  very  foon  :  but  what  care  I; 
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I  believe  I  fliail  die  with  miniftries  in  my  debt. 
—This  night  I  received  a  certain  letter  from  a 
place  called  Wexford^  from  two  dear  naughty  girls 
of  my  acquaintance ;  but  faith  I  won't  anfwer 
it  here,  no  in  troth.  I  will  ftnd  this  to  M.T.  Read- 
ings fuppofmg  it  will  find  you  returned  j  and  I 
hope  better  for  the  waters. 

10.  Mr.  vice-chamberlain  lent  me  his  horfes 
to  ride  about  and  fee  the  country  this  morning. 
Dr.  Arhuthnott^  the  queen's  phyfician  and  favourite, 
went  out  with  me  to  fhew  me  the  places  :  we 
went  a  little  after  the  queen,  and  evertook  Mifs 
Forejier^  a  maid  of  honour,  on  her  palfry  taking 
the  air  ;  we  made  her  o-o  alons;  with  us.  We  faw 
a  place  they  have  made  for  a  famous  horfe-race  to- 
morrow, where  the  queen  will  come.  We  met 
the  queen  coming  back,  and  Mifs  Forejler  flood, 
like  us,  with  her  hat  ofF  while  the  queen  went  by. 
The  Dr.  and  I  left  the  lady  where  v;e  found  her, 
but  under  other  condu£tors,  and  we  dined  at  a 
little  place  he  has  taken,  about  a  mile  ofF. 
When  I  came  back,  I  found  Mr. Scarhrow  had  fent 
all  about  to  invite  me  to  the  green-cloth,  and  lef- 
fened  his  company  on  piirpofe  to  make  me  eafy.  It 
is  very  obliging,  and  will  coft  me  thanks.  Much 
company  is  come  to  town  this  evening,  to  fee  to- 
morrov/s  race.  I  was  tired  with  riding  a  trotting 
mettlefome  horfe  a  dozen  miles,  having  not  been 
on  horfe-back  this  twelvemonth.  And  Mifs  Fo- 
rejler did  not  make  it  eaficr;  fhe  is  a  filly  true 
maid  of  honour,  and  1  did  not  like  her,  although 
fhe  be  a  toaft,  and  w.is  dreiTed  like  a  man. 

11.  I  will  fend  this  letter  to-day.  I  expect  the 
fecretary  by  noon.  I  will  not  go  to  the  race,  un- 
]ei^s  I  can  get  room  in  fome  coach.  It  is  now 
morning.  I  muft  rife,  and  fold  up  and  feal  my 
letter.    Fareivel,  and  God  preferve  deareft  AfD. 

i  believe  I  fniili  leave  this  town  on  Monday. 
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LETTER    XXVIII. 

IWindfor,  Aug.  ii,  17  ix. 
SENT  away  my  twenty-feventh  this  morn- 
ing in  an  exprefs  to  London^  and  directed  to  Mr. 
Reading:  this  fhall  go  to  your  lodgings,  where  I 
reckon  you  will  be  returned  before  it  reaches 
you.  I  intended  to  go  to  the  race  to-day,  but  v/as 
hindered  by  a  vifit,  I  believe  I  told  you  fo  in  my 
laft.  I  dined  to-day  at  the  green-cloth,  where 
every  body  had  been  at  the  race  but  myCelf,  and 
we  were  twenty  in  all ;  and  very  noify  company: 
but  I  made  the  vice-chamberlain  and  two  friends 
more  fit  at  a  fide-table,  to  be  a  little  quiet.  At  fix  I 
went  to  fee  the  fecretary,  who  is  returned  ;  but 
lord  keeper  fent  to  defire  I  would  fup  with  him, 
where  I  flayed  till  juft  now ;  lord  treafurer  and 
fecretary  were  to  come  to  us,  but  both  failed, 
'Tis  late,  ^V. 

12.  I  was  this  morning  to  vifit  lord  keeper,  vi'ho 
made  me  reproaches  that  1  had  never  vifited  him 
at  Windjor.  He  had  a  prefent  fent  him  of  delicious 
peaches,  and  he  was  champing  and  champing,  but  I 
durft  not  eat  one;  1  wiflied  Dir.gley  had  fome  of 
them,  for  poor  Stella  can  no  more  eat  fruit  than 
Prejio.  Dilly  AJl^e  is  come  to  JVindjor  ;  and  after 
cliurch  I  carried  him  up  to  the  drawing-room,  and 
talked  to  the  keeper  and  treafurer,  on  purpofe  to 
{hew  them  to  him,  and  he  faw  the  queen  and 
feveral  great  lords,  and  the  duchcfs  of  Montague ; 
he  was  mighty  happy,  and  refolves  to  fill  a  letter 
to  the  bifhop  *.  My  fi  lend  Leiuis  and  I  dined  fober- 
ly  with  Dr.  y/dams,  the  only  neighbour  prebenda- 
ry.    One  of  the  prebendaries  heic  is  lately  a  peer, 

•  Of  Ciogber, 
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by  tlie  death  of  his  father.  He  is  now  lord  t^il- 
loughby  of  Brcoky  and  will  fit  in  the  houfe  of  lords 
with  his  gown.  I  fupped  to-night  at  Majharri^ 
with  lord  treafurer,  Mr.  fecretary,  and  Prior.  The 
treafurer  made  us  flay  till  twelve,  before  he  came 
from  the  queen,  and  'tis  now  paft  two. 

13.  I  reckoned  upon  going  to  London  to-^^y  \ 
but  by  an  accident  the  cabinet  council  did  not  lit 
Jail  night,  and  fat  to-day,  fo  we  go  to-morrow  at 
fix  in  the  morning.  I  mifs'd  the  race  to-day  by 
coming  out  too  late,  when  every  body's  coach 
was  gone,  and  ride  1  would  not ;  I  ich  my  laft 
riding  three  days  after.  We  had  a  dinner  to-day 
at  the  fecretary's  lodgings  without  him  :  Mr  Hare, 
his  under-fecretary,  Mr.  Lewis,  brigadier  Sutton 
and  I  dined  together,  and  I  made  the  vice-cham- 
berlain take  a  fnap  with  u?,  rather  than  flay  till 
five  fof  his  lady,  who  was  gone  to  the  race.  The 
reafon  why  the  cabinet  council  was  not  held  laft 
night,  was  becaufe  Mr.  fecretary  St.  John  would 
not  fit  with  your  duke  o{  Somerjet.  So  to-day  the 
duke  was  forced  to  go  to  the  race  whie  the  cabi- 
net was  held.  We  have  mufick  meetings  in  our 
town,  and  I  was  at  the  rehearHil  t'ochei  day,  but  I 
did  not  value  it,  nor  vvould  go  to  the  meeting. 
Did  I  tell  you  this  before  ? 

London.,  14.  We  came  to  town  this  day  in  two 
hours  and  forty  minutes :  twenty  miles  are  no- 
thing here.  I  found  a  letter  from  the  archbiihop 
of  Dublin,  fent  me  the  Lord  knows  how.  He 
fays  fome  of  the  bifhops  will  hardly  believe  that 
lord  treafurer  got  the  queen  to  remit  the  FlrJ}- 
Frnits  before  the  duke  of  Ormojid  was  declared 
lord  lieutenant;  and  that  the  biihops  have  writ- 
ten a  letter  to  loid  treafurer,  to  thank  him.  He  has 
fent  me  the  addrefs  of  the  convocation,  afcribing, 
in  good  part,  that  affair  to  the  duke,  who  had  lefs 
8  ihare 
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fhare  in  it  than  MD ;  for  if  it  had  not  been  foj' 
MD,  I  fhould  not  have  been  fo  good  a  folicitor.  I 
dined  to-day  in  the  city,  about  alittlebitof  mifchief,. 
with  a  printer. — I  found  Mrs.  Va^ihomrigb  all  in 
combuftion,  fquabbling  with  her  rogue  of  a  land- 
lord ;  (he  has  left  her  houfe,  and  gone  out  of  our 
neighbourhood  a  good  way.  Her  elJeil  daughter 
is  come  of  age,  and  going  to  Ireland  to  look  after 
her  fortune,  and  get  it  in  her  o\vn  hands. 

15.  I  dined  to-day  with  Mrs.  Van^  who  goes 
to-night  to  her  new  lodgings.  I  went  at  fix  to 
fee  lord  treafurer,  but  his  company  was  gone,  con- 
trary to  cuftom,  and  he  was  bufy,  and  I  was  for- 
ced to  ftay  fomc  time  before  I  could  fee  hinr. 
We  were  together  hardly  an  hour,  and  he  went 
away  being  in  hafte.  He  defired  me  to  dine  with 
him  on  Friday^  becaufe  there  would  be  a  friend  of 
his  that  I  muft  fee  :  my  lord  Harley  told  me  when 
he  was  gone,  that  it  was  Mrs.  Majham  his  father 
meant,  who  is  come  to  tov/n  to  lie-in,  and  whom  I 
never  faw,  though  her  hulband  is  one  of  our  Society. 
God  fend  her  a  good  time ;  her  death  would  be  a 
terrible  thing. — Do  you  know,  that  I  have  ven- 
tured all  my  credit  with  there  great  minifters  to 
clear  fome  mifunderftandings  betwixt  them ;  and 
if  there  be  no  breach,  I  ought  to  have  the  merit  of 
it  ?  'Tis  a  plaguy  ticklifh  piece  of  '.vork,  and  a  man 
hazards  lofing  both  fides.  'Tis  a  pity  the  world 
does  not  know  my  virtue. —  I  thought  the  clergy 
in  convocation  in  Ireland  would  have  given  me 
thanks  for  being  their  folicitor,  but  I  hear  of  no 
fuch  thing.  Pray  talk  occafionally  on  that  fub- 
jeiSt,  and  let  me  know  what  you  hear.  Do  you 
know  the  greatnefs  of  my  fpint,  that  I  value  their 
thanks  not  a  rufh  ?  but  at  my  return  fhall  freely  let 
all  people  know,  that  it  was  ray  lord  treafurer's 
adion,  wherein  the  duke  oi  Ormond  had  no  more 
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Ihare  than  a  cat.     And  (o  they  may  go  whiftle, 
and  I'll  go  deep. 

i6.  I  was  this  day  in  the  city,  and  dined  at  Pof:" 
fa^'s  with  Stratford,  and  two  other  merchants. 
PontaSl  told  us,  although  his  wine  was  fo  good,  he 
fold  it  cheaper  than  others,  he  took  but  feven 
fhiliings  a  Hafk.  Are  not  thefe  pretty  rates  ?  The 
books  he  fent  for  from  Hamburgh^  are  come,  but  not 
yet  got  out  of  the  cuftom-houfe.  My  library  will 
be  at  leaft  double  when  I  come  back.  I  fball  go  to 
Windfor  again  on  Saturday^  to  meet  our  Society, 
■who  are  to  fup  at  Mr.  fecretary's  j  but  I  believe 
I  fhull  return  on  Monday^  and  then  I  will  anfvver 
your  letter,  that  lies  fa  fe  here  underneath;  — I 
iee  it;  lie  ftill  ;  I'll  anfwer  you,  when  the  ducks 
have  eaten  up  the  dirt. 

17.  I  dined  to-day  at  lord  treafurer's  with  Mrs. 
Mafia?)!,  and  llie  is  extremely  like  one  Mrs.  Ma~ 
My,  that  was  once  my  landlady  in  Trim.  She  was 
ufed  with  mightv  kindnefs  and  refpect  like  a  fa- 
vourite. It  fignifies  nothing  going  to  this  lord 
treafurer  about  bufmefs,  although  it  be  his  own. 
He  was  in  hafte,  and  defires  I  will  come  again,  and 
dine  with  him  to-morrow.  His  famous  lying  por- 
ter is  fallen  fick,  and  they  think  he  will  die:  I 
wifh  I  had  all  my  half-crowns  again.  I  believe  I 
have  told  you,  he  is  an  old  Scotch  fanatick,  and  the 
damn'deft  liar  in  his  office  alive.  I  have  a  mind 
to  recommend  Patrick  to  fucceed  him :  I  have 
trained  him  up  pretty  well.  I  reckon  for  certain, 
you  are  now  in  town.  The  weather  now  begins 
to  alter  to  rain. 

Windfor,  18.  I  dined  to-day  with  lord  treafurer, 
and  he  would  make  me  go  with  him  to  IVindfor^ 
although  I  was  engaged  to  the  fecretary,  to  whom' 
I  made  my  excules  ;  we  had  in  the  coach  befides, 
his  fon  and  fon-in-law,  lord  Harley,  and  lord  Dup~ 
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fUn^  who  are  two  of  our  fociety,  and  feven  of  us 
met  by  appointment,  and  Cupped  this  night  with 
the  fecretary.  It  was  paft  nine  before  we  got 
here;  but  a  fine  moon  fhiny  night.  I  fhall  go 
back,  I  believe,  on  Monday.     'Tis  very  late. 

19.  The  queen  did  not  flir  out  to-day,  {he  is 
in  a  little  fit  of  the  gout.  1  dined  at  Mr.  Ma^ 
Jham\  ;  we  had  none  but  our  fociety  members,  {\)fi 
in  all,  and  I  fupped  with  lord  treafurer.  The 
queen  has  ordered  twenty  thoufand  pounds  to  go 
on  with  the  building  at  Blenheim^  which  has  been 
ftarved  till  now,  fince  the  change  of  the  minidry. 
I  fuppofe  it  is  to  reward  his  laft  action  of  gcttino; 
into  the  French  lines.  Lord  treafurer  kept  me  till 
paft  twelve. 

London^  20.  It  rained  terribly  every  ftep  of  our 
journey  to-day ;  I  returned  with  the  fecretary  after 
a  dinner  of  cold  meat,  and  went  to  Mrs. /^^;z's, 
where  I  fat  the  evening.  I  grow  very  idle,  becaufe 
I  have  a  great  deal  of  bufinefs.  Tell  me  how  you 
pafled  your  time  at  Wexford;  and  an't  you  glad 
at  heart  you  have  got  home  fafe  to  your  lodgings 
at  St.  Marys,.,  pray  ?  And  fo  your  friends  come  to 
vifit  you;  and  Mrs.  Walk  is  much  better  of  her 
eye;  and  the  dean  isjuft  as  he  ufcd  to  be:  and 
what  does  IValls  fay  of  London?  'tis  a  reafonina; 
coxcomb.  And  goody  St'^yte.,  and  Hannah  uh.i'c 
dye  call  her;  no,  her  name  en't  Hannah.,  Catherine 
1  mean ;  they  were  fo  glad  to  fee  the  ladies  again  ; 
and  Mrs.  Manly  wanted  a  companion   at  ombre. 

21.1  writ  to-day  to  the  archbilhop  o{  Duhlin^ 
and  inclofed  a  long  politick  paper  by  itfelf.  You 
know  the  bifliops  are  all  angry  that  (fmoak  the 
wax  candle  drop  at  the  bottom  of  this  paper)  I 
have  let  the  world  know  tlie  FirjJ-fnuts  were  got 
by  lord  treafurer  before  the  duke  of  Ormond  was 
governor.     I  told  lord  treafurer  all  this,  and  he  is 
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very  angry;  but  I  pacified  him  again  by  telling 
him  they  were  fools,  and  knew  nothing  of  what 
palTed  here,  but  thought  all  was  well  enough,  if 
they  complimented  the  duke  of  Ormond.  Lord 
treafurer  gave  me  t'other  day  a  letter  of  thanks  he 
received  from  the  bifliops  of  Ireland^  figned  by  fe- 
ventcen,  and  fays  he  will  write  them  an  anfwer. 
The  dean  oi  Carlijle  fat  with  me  to-day  till  three, 
and  I  went  to  dine  v/ith  lord  treafurer,  who  dined 
abroad,  fo  did  the  fecretary,  and  I  was  left  in 
the  fuds.  'Twas  almoft  four,  and  I  got  to  Sir 
Matthew  Dudley,  who  had  half  dined.  Thornhilly 
who  killed  Sir  Chohnley  Dering,  was  murdered 
by  two  men  on  Tumhafyi- Green  laft  Mmday  night : 
as  they  ftabbed  him,  they  bid  him  remember 
Sir  Cbolmley  Derhig,  They  had  quarrelled  at 
Hampton-Court,  and  followed  and  ftabbed  him  on 
horfeback.  We  have  only  a  Gruhjlreet  paper  of 
it,  but  I  believe  it  is  true.  I  went  myfelf  through 
lurnham-Green  the  fame  night,  which  was  yefter- 
day. 

22.  We  have  had  terrible  rains  thefe  two  or 
three  days.  I  intended  to  dine  at  lord  treafurer's, 
but  went  to  fee  lady  Jbercorn,  who  is  come  to 
town,  and  my  lordj  and  I  dined  with  them,  and 
vifited  lord  treafurer  this  evening.  His  porter  is 
mending.  I  fat  with  my  lord  about  three  hours, 
and  am  come  home  early  to  be  bufy.  Pafling  by 
White's  Chocolate-boufc,  my  brother  Ma/ham  called 
me,  and  told  me  his  wife  v/as  brought  to-bed  of  a 
boy,  and  both  very  v/ell.  (Our  fociety,  you 
muft  know,  are  all  brothers.)  Dr.  Garth  told  us, 
that  Mr.  Henley  is  dead  of  an  apoplexy.  His  bro- 
ther-in-law, earl  Peulet,  is  gone  dov/n  to  the 
Grange  to  take  care  of  his  funeral.  The  earl  of 
Danby,  the  duke  oi  Leeds'' s  eldeft  grandfon,  a  very 
hopeful  young  man  of  about  twenty,  is  dead  at 
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Vfrecht  o^  the  fmall-pox. — T  long  to  know  whe- 
ther you  begin  to  have  any  good  efteil  by  your 
■waters. —  Mechinks  this  letter  goes  on  flowly; 
'twill  be  a  fortnight  next  Saturday  fince  it  was  be- 
gun, and  one  fide  not  filled.  O  fye  for  fliame, 
Prejlo.  Faith,  Tm  fo  tofticated  to  and  from  IVind- 
for,  that  I  know  not  v/hat  to  fay ;  but  faith,  I'll 
go  to  Windfor  again  on  Saturday.,  if  they  afk  me, 
not  elfe.  So  lofe  your  money  again,  now  you  are 
come  home  ;  do,  firrah. 

Take  your  magnifying  glafs,  madam  DingJey. 

You  (lia'nt  read  this,  firrah  Stella ;  don't  read  it 
for  your  life,  for  fear  of  your  deareft  eyes. 

There's  enough  for  this  fide;   thefe  minifters 
hinder  me. 

Pretty,  dear,  little,  naughty,  faucy  MD, 

Silly,  impudent  loggerhead  Prejlo. 

23.  Dilly^nd  I  dined  to-day  with  lord  Abercort?, 
and  had  a  fine  fat  haunch  of  venifon,  that  fmelt 
rarely  on  one  fide  :  and  after  dinner  Dilly  won  half  a 
crown  of  me  at  backgammon  at  his  lodgings,  to  his 
great  content.  It  is  a  fcurvy  empty  town  this  melan- 
choly feafon  of  the  year ;  but  [  think  our  weather  be- 
gins to  mend.  The  roads  are  as  deep  as  in  IVintcr.  The 
grapes  are  lad  things ;  but  the  peaches  arc  pretty  good, 
and  there  are  fome  figs.  1  fometimes  venture  to  eat 
one,  but  always  repent  it.  You  fay  nothing  of  the 
box  fent  half  a  year  ago.  I  wifli  you  would  pay  me 
for  Mrs.  Walh^s  tea.  Your  mother  is  in  the  coun- 
try, I  fuppofe.  Pray  fend  me  the  account  of  MD, 
madam  Dingtey^  as  it  (lands  fince  November.,  that 
is  to  fay,  for  this  year,  (excluding  the  twenty 
pounds  lent  Stella  for  IVexford)  for  I  cannot  look 
in  your  letters.  I  think  I  ordered  that  Hawkjlmio" % 
intcreft  fhould  be  paid  to  you.  When  you  think 
proper,  I  will  let  Parvtfol  know  you  have  paid 
that  twenty  pounds,  or  part  of  itj   and  fo  go  play 
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with  the  dean,  and  I  will  anfwer  your  letter  to- 
morrow. Good  night,  firrahs,  and  love  Prejio^ 
and  be  good  girls. 

24.  1  dined   to-day  with   lord  treafurer,    who 
chid  me  for  not  dining  with  him  yeilerday,   for  it 
feems   I   did  not  underflahd   his   invitation :  and 
their  Cluh  of  the  miniftry  dined  together,    and  ex- 
pected me.      Lord  Radnor  and  I  were  walking  the 
jVIall  t\\\i  evening  J    and  Mr.  fecretary  met  us  and 
took  a  turn  or  two,   and  then  ftole  away,  and  we 
both  believed  it  was  to  pick  up  fome  wench  ;  and 
to-morrow   he  will   be   at  the  cabinet  with  the 
queen  :  fo  goes  the  world.     Prior  has  been  out  of 
town  thefe  two   months,  nobody  knows  where, 
and  is_  lately  returned.     People  confidently  affirm 
he  has  been  in  France,  and  1  half  believe  it.     It  is 
faid,  he   was  fent  by  the  miniftry,   and  for  fome 
overtures  towards  a  Peace.    The  fecretary  pretends 
he  knows  nothing  of  it.     I  believe  your  parlia- 
ment will  be  diffolved.    I  have  been  talking  about 
the  quarrel  between  your  lords  and  commons  with 
lord   treafurer ;    and  did,    at  the    requeft  of  fome 
people,  defire  that  the  queen's  aafwer  to  the  com- 
mons   addrefs    might   exprefs    a    diflike   of  fome 
principles,   ^c.  but  was  anfwered   dubioufly. 
And  fo  now  to  your  letter,  fair  ladies.     1  know 
drinking  is  bad  ;  I  mean  writing  is  b;id  in  drink- 
ing the  waters;  and  was   angry  to  fee  fo  much  in. 
Stella's   hand.     But  why  Dingley  drinks  them   I 
cannot  imagine;  but  truly  (he'll  drink   waters  as 
"well  as  Stella :  why   not  ?     1  hope  you  now  find 
the  benefit  of  them  fmce  you  are  returned  :   pray 
let  me  know  particularly,     I  am  glad  you  are  for- 
ced upon  exercifc,  which,  I  believe,  is  as  good  as 
the  waters  for  the  heart  of  them.     'Tis  now  paft 
the  middle  of  yfz^^w//;  fo  by  your  reckoning  you 
are  m  Dublin.     It  wou'd  vex  me  to  the  dogs  that 
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le'tters  fliould  mifcarry  between  Duhl'm  and  fVex- 
ford^  after  fcaping  the  fait  feas.  I  will  write  no 
moie  that  nafty  town  in  hafte  again  1  warrant  you. 
1  have  been  four  Sundays  together  at  JVindfor,  of 
which  a  fortnight  together  j  but  I  believe  1  fhall 
not  go  to-morrowj  for  I  will  not,  unlefs  the  fe- 
cretary  aflcs  me.  I  know  all  your  news  about 
the  mayor  ;  it  makes  no  noife  here  at  all,  but 
the  quarrel  of  your  parliament  does ;  it  is  fo 
very  extraordinary,  and  the  language  of  the  com- 
mons fo  very  pre:ty.  The  Examiner  has  been 
down  this  month,  and  was  very  filly  the  five  or  fix 
lad  papers;  but  there  is  a  pamphlet  come  out,  in 
anfwer  to  a  letter  to  the  feven  lords  who  examin- 
ed Gregg.  The  Anjioer  is  by  the  real  author  of 
the  Examiner.y  as.  I  believe;  for  it  is  very  well 
written.  We  had  Trap's  poem  on  the  duke  of 
Ormond  printed  here,  and  the  printer  fold  juft  ele- 
ven of  them.  '  ris  a  dull  piece,  not  half  fo  good 
as  Stella's  I  and  (he  is  very  modeft  to  compare 
herfelf  with  fuch  a  poetafter.  I  am  heartily  forry 
for  poor  Mrs.  Pamelas  death  ;  flie  feemed  to  be  an 
excellent  good-natured  young  woman,  and  I  be- 
lieve the  poor  lad  is  much  afflisSted  ;  they  appeared 
to  live  perfe^iy  well  together.  Dilly  \s  not  tired 
at  all  with  England,  but  intends  to  continue 
here  a  good  while:  he  is  mighty  eafy  to  be  at 
diftance  from  his  two  fifters  in-law.  He  finds 
feme  fort  of  fcrub  acquaintance  ;  q-oes  now  and 
then  in  difguife  to  a  play;  fmoaks  his  pipe;  reads 
now  and  then  a  little  trafh,  and  what  elfe  the  Lord 
knows.  I  fee  him  now  and  then  ;  for  he  calls  here, 
and  the  town  being  thin,  I  am  lefi  peftered  with 
company  than  ufual.  1  have  got  rid  of  many  of  my 
folicitors,  by  doing  tiothing  for  them:  I  hnve  not 
above  eight  or  nine  left,  and  I'll  be  as  kind  to  them.- 
Did  I  tell  vou  of  a  knight,  who  defired  me  to  fpeak 
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to  lord  tieafurer  to  give  him  two  thoufand  pounds, 
or  five  hundred  pounds  a  year,  until  he  could  get 
fomething  better  ?  I  honcllly  delivered,  my  mef- 
fage  to  the  treafurer,  adding,  The  knight  was  a 
puppy,  whom  I  would  not  give  a  groat  to  fave 
from  the  gallows.  6^1?/^  Reading's  father-in-iaw 
has  been  two  or  three  times  at  me  to  recommend 
his  Lights  to  the  miniftry  ;  affuring  me,  that  a 
word  of  mine  would,  tfc.  Did  not  that  dog  ufe 
to  fpeak  ill  of  me,  and  profefs  to  hate  me  ?  He 
knows  not  where  I  lodge,  for  I  told  him  I  lived  in 
the  country  ;  and  I  have  ordered  Patrick  to  deny 
irie  conftantly  to  him. — Did  the  bifhop  oi  London 
die  in  Wexford?  poor  gentleman  !  Did  he  drink 
the  waters?  Were  you  at  his  burial?  Was  it 
a  great  funeral  ?  So  far  from  his  friends  ?  But  he 
was  very  old  :  we  {hall  all  follow.  And  yet  it  wag 
a  pity,  if  God  pleafed.  Fie  was  a  good  man ;  not 
very  learned  :  1  believe  he  died  but  poor.  Did  he 
leave  any  charity  legacies  ?  Who  held  up  his  pall  ? 
Was  there  a  great  fight  of  clergy  ?  Do  they  de- 
fign  a  tomb  for  him  ?  Are  you  fure  it  v/as  the  bifhop 
of  London  ?  becaufe  there  is  an  elderly  gentleman 
here  that  we  give  the  fame  title  to  :  or  did  you  fan- 
cy all  this  in  your  water,  as  oihcrs  do  ftrange 
things  in  their  v/i:ie  ?  They  fay,  thefe  waters 
trouble  the  head,  and  make  people  imagine  what 
never  came  to  pafs.  Do  you  make  no  more  of  kil- 
ling a  bifliop  ?  Are  thefe  your  whiggifh  tricks?  — 
Yes,  yes,  1  fee  you  are  in  a  fret.  Oh  faith,  fays 
you,  faucy  Pnj/?5,  I'll  break  your  head  ;  what,  can't 
one  report  what  one  hears,  without  being  made 
a  jeft  and  a  laughing-ftock  ?  Are  thefe  your  Englijh 
tricks,  with  a  murrain?  And  Sacheverell  will  be 
the  next  bifhop?  He  would  be  glad  of  an  addition 
of  two  hundred  pounds  a  year  to  what  he  has  ; 
and  that  is  more  than  they  will  give  him,  for  aught 
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I  fee.  He  hates  the  new  miniftry  mortally,  and 
they  hate  him,  and  pretend  to  defpife  him  too. 
They  will  not  allow  him  to  have  been  the  occafion 
of  the  late  change;  at  leaft  fome  of  them  will  not: 
but  my  lord  keeper  owned  it  to  me  t'other  day. 
No,  Mr.  Addifon  does  not  go  to  Ireland  this  year : 
he  pretended  he  would;  but  he  is  gone  to  Bath 
with  Paftoral  Philips,  for  his  eyes. — So  now  I 
have  run  over  your  letter;  and  1  think  this  fhall 
go  to-morrow,  which  will  be  juft  a  fortnight  from 
the  laft,  and  bring  things  to  the  old  form  again 
after  your  rambles  to  Wexford^  and  mine  to  JVind^ 
for.  Are  there  not  many  literal  faults  in  my  let- 
ters ?  I  never  read  them  over,  and  I  fancy  there 
are.  What  do  you  do  then  ?  do  you  guefs  my 
meaning ;  or  are  you  acquainted  with  my  manner 
ofmiftaking?  I  Itift  my  handkerchief  in  the  Mall 
to-niiht  with  lord  Radnor :  but  I  made  him  walk 
with  me  to  find  it,  and  find  it  1  did  not.  Tifdall 
(that  lodges  with  me)  and  I  have  had  no  conver- 
fation,  nor  do  we  pull  off  our  hats  in  the  ftreets. 
There  is  a  coufm  of  his  (I  fuppofe)  a  young 
parfon,  that  lodges  in  the  houfe  too;  a  handfome 
genteel  fellow.  Dick  Tighe  and  his  wife  lodged 
over-againft  us;  and  he  has  been  fcen,  out  of  our 
upper  windows,  beating  her  two  or  three  times: 
they  are  both  gone  to  Irehvd,  but  not  together; 
and  he  folemnly  vows  never  to  live  with  her. 
Neighbours  do  not  flick  to  fay,  that  fhe  has  a 
tongue:  in  fhort  I  am  told,  flie  is  the  molt  urging 
provoking  devil  that  ever  was  born ;  and  he  a  hoc 
whiffling  puppy,  very  apt  to  refent.  I'll  keep  this 
bottom  till  to-morrow:  I'm  flcepy. 

25.  1  was  with  the  fecretarv  this  morning,  who 
was  in  a  mighty  hurry,  and  went  to  IVindfor  in  a 
chariot  with  lord  keeper  ;  fo  I  was  not  invited,  and 
aiji  forced  to  ftay  at  home  ;  but  not  at  all  againfl 
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my  will  ;"for  I  could  have  gone,  and  would  not.   t 
fiined  in  the  citv  with  one  of  my  printers,  for  whom 
I  got  the  Gazette^  and  am  come  home  early  ;    and 
have  nothing  to  fay  to  you  more,  but  finifli  this  let- 
ter, and  not  fend  it  by  the  bell-man.     Days  growr 
ihort,  and  the  weather  grows  bad,  and  the  town  is 
fplenetick,  and  things  are  fo  oddly  contrived,  that 
I  cannot  be  abfent;    otherwife  I  would  go   for  a 
few.  days   to   Oxford^  as   I  promifed. — They  fay, 
'tis  certain  that  Prior  has  been  in  France-^  nobody 
doubts  it:  I  had  not  time  to  alii  ihe  fecretary,  he 
was  in  fuch  hade.     Well.  I  will  take  my  leave  of 
deareft  MD^    for  a  while;  fori  muft  begin  my 
next  letter  to-night :  confider  that,  young  women  j 
and   pray   be   merry,    and   good   girls,    and   love 
Freflo.     There  is  now  but  one  bufineis  the  mini- 
flry  wants  me  for ;  and  when  that  is  done,  I  will 
take  my   leave  or   them.     I    never  got  a  penny 
from  them,   nor  expect  it.     In  my  opinion,    fome 
■thitjgs  fland  very  ticklilh;  I  dare  fay  nothing  at' 
this  dillance.    Farewel,  dear  firrahs,  deareft  lives  : 
there  is  peace  and  quiet  with  MD^  and  nowhere 
elfe.      I'hey  have   not  leifure    here    to   think    of 
fmall  things,  which  may  ruin  them  ;    and  I  have 
been    forward    enough.      Farewel    again,    deareft 
•rogues;  I  am  never   happy,   but  when  1   write  or 
;think  o^  MD.     I   have  enouah  oi  Courts  and  mi- 
niftries  ;    and   wifh   I   were  at   Laracor  :  and  if  I 
could   with   honour  come  away  this   m.omenr,  I 
would.     Bernoge  came  to  fee  me  to-day;  he  is 
jjuft  landed  from  Portugal.,  and  come  to  raife  recruits ; 
'he  looks  vf^ry  well,  and  feems  pleafed  with  his  fta- 
tion  and  manner  of  life  :   he  never  faw  London  nor 
England  before  ;    he  is  ravifhed  with   A'f?;/,  which 
was  his  firft  profpcd   when  he  landed.     Fartwe^ 
again,  i^c.  b'V. 
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LETTER    XXIX. 

London,  Aug.  25,  1711. 

__  HAVE  got  a  pretty  fmall  gilt  iheet  of  paper 
to  write  to  MD.  I  have  this  rroment  fent  my 
2Hth  by  Patrick,  who  telis  me  he  has  put  it  in  the 
poft-oifice ;  'lis  directed  to  your  lodgings :  if  it  wants 
more  particular  dire6tiou,  you  muft  fet  me  right. 
It  is  now  a  folar  month  and  two  days  fince  the  date 
pfyour  laft,  N.  18.  and  I  reckon  you  are  now 
quiet  2t  home,  and  thinking  to  begin  your  19th, 
which  will  be  full  of  your  quarrel  between  the 
two  houfes,  all  which  1  know  already.  Where 
ihall  I  dine  to-morro,v?  can  you  tell  ?  Mrs.  '-'cin- 
hornrigh  boards  now,  and  cannot  invi.e  cmi'  md 
there  1  ufed  to  dine  when  1  was  at  a  l-ib;  i.:  -  hH 
my  friezrds  are  gone  out  of  town,  and  your  own 
is  now  at  the  fuUeft  with  your  paillani-  .  lid 
convocation.  But  let  me  alone,  fiirahs  ;  for  irefto 
is  goin'j  to  be  very  bufy  ;  not  Prejio,  but  t'cther  .'. 

26.  People  have  fo  left  the  town,  that  I  am  at  a 
lofs  for  a  dinner.  It  is  a  long  time  fince  1  Have 
been  at  Loyidon  upon  a  Sunday  ;  and  the  minifters 
are  all  at  JPiudfor.  It  coft  me  eighteen  pence  in 
coach-hire  before  I  could  find  a  place  to  dine  in. 
I  went  to  Frciiikland'^^  and  he  was  abroad,  and 
the  drab  his  wife  lookt  out  at  window,  and  bow- 
ed to  me  without  inviting  me  up;  fo  I  dined 
with  Mr.  Cooti\  my  lord  Mofitrath^  brother;  my 
lord  is  with  \ou  in  Ireland.  This  morning  at  five 
my  lord  Jerfey  died  of  the  gout  in  his  li;;mach,  or 
apoplexy,  or  both  :  he  was  abroad  yefterday,  and 
his  death  was  fudden :  he  was  chamberlain  to 
king/A'7/7>/w,  and  a  great  favourite,  turned  out  by 
the  queen  as  a  Toty^  and  ftood  now  fair  to  be  privy- 
iea)  i  and  by  hii  death  will,   I  fuppofe,  make  that 
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matter  eaRcr,  which  has  been  a  very  ^ubborn  bu- 
fineCs  at  Courts  as  I  have  been  informed.  I  never 
remember  fo  many  pcojJc  of  quality  to  have  died 
in  fo  fliort  a  time, 

27.  I  went  to-day  into  the  city  to  thank  Strat- 
ford for  my  bocks,  and  dine  with  him,  and  fettle 
my  affairs  of  my  money  in  the  bank,  and  receive 
a  bill  for  Mrs.  Wejlcy  for  fome  things  I  am  to  buy 
for  her  j  and  the  d —  a  one  of  all  thefe  could  I  do. 
The  merchants  were  all  out  of  town,  and  I  was 
forced  to  go  to  a  little  hedge  place  for  my  dinner. 
May  my  enemies  live  here  in  Summer  !  and  yet  I 
am  fo  unlucky  that  I  cannot  poffibly  be  out  of  the 
way  at  this  jundiure.  People  leave  the  town  fo 
late  in  Summer,  and  return  fo  late  in  Winter,  that 
they  have  almofi:  inverted  the  feafons.  It  is  Ju- 
tumn  this  good  while  in  St.  James's  Pari-,  the 
limes  have  been  lofino-  their  leaves,  and  thofe  re- 
mammg  on  the  trees  are  all  parched  :  I  hate  this 
feafon,  where  every  thing  grows  worft-  and  worfe. 
The  only  good  thing  of  it  h  the  fruit,  and  that 
I  dare  not  eat.  Had  you  any  fruit  at  Wexford? 
A  few  cherries,  and  durft  not  eat  them.  I  do  not 
hear  we  have  yet  got  a  new  privy-feal.  The 
Wh:gs  whix''per,  that  our  new  miniftry  differ  among 
themfelves,  and  thev  begin  to  talk  out  IVlr.  fe- 
cretary  :  they  have  fome  reafons  for  their  whif- 
pers,  although  I  thought  it  was  a  greater  fecrer. 
I  do  not  much  like  the  pofture  of  things;  1  al- 
ways apprehended,  that  any  falling  out  would  ruin 
them,  and  fol  have  told  them  feveral  times.  The 
Whigs  are  mighty  full  of  hopes  at  prefent;  and 
whatever  is  the  matter,  all  kind  of  flocks  fall.  I 
have  not  yet  talked  with  the  fecretary  about  Prior's 
journey.  1  fiiould  be  apt  to  think  it  may  foretel 
a  peace ;   and  that  is  all  we  have  to  preferve  us. 

The 
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The  fecretary  is  not  come  from  Wlndfor',    but! 
expc(St  him  to-morrow.     Burn  all  politicks  ! 

28.  We  begin  to  have  line  weather,  and  I 
waliced  to-day  to  Cheljea,  and  dined  with  the  dean 
of  Carlijle^  who  is  laid  up  with  the  gout.  It  is 
now  fixed  that  he  is  to  be  dean  cM  Chriji- church  in 
Oxford.  I  was  ad\  ifino;  him  to  ufe  his  inteveft  to 
prevent  any  rnifunderftunding  between  our  mini- 
ilers ;  but  he  is  too  wii'e  to  meddle,  though  he 
fears  the  thing  and  the  confequences  as  much  as 
I.  He  will  get  into' his  own  warm  quiet  deanry, 
and  leave  them  to  thernfelvts  ;  and  he  is  in  the 
right. — When  I  came  home  to-night  I  found  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Lewis^  who  is  n6w  at  JVindfor ; 
and  in  it,  forfooth,  another  which  lookt  like  Pref- 
to's  hand  ;  and  what  flriould  it  be  but  a  19th  from 
MD?  O  faith,  I  fcaped  narrowly,  for  I  fent  my 
28th  but  on  Saturday ;  and  vi'hat  fliould  I  have 
done  if  I  had  two  letters  to  anfwer  at  once  ?  1.  did 
not  expcdl:  another  from  Wexford^  that's  certain* 
Well,  I  muft  be  contented  ;  but  you  are  dear 
faucy  girls,  for  ail  that,  to  write  fo  foon  again, 
faith;  an't  you. 

29.  I  dined  to-day  with  lord  Abercorn^  and  took 
my  leave  of  them;  they  fet  out  to-morrow  for 
Chejier^  and,  I  believe,  will  now  fi>  in  Ireland, 
They  have  made  a  pretty  good  journey  of  it :  his 
cldeli  fon  is  married  to  a  lady  with  ten  thoufand 
pounds;  and  his  fecond  fon  has,  t'other  day,  got 
a  prize  in  the  lottery  of  four  thoufand  pounds, 
befide  two  fmall  ones  of  two  hundred  pounds  each  : 
nay,  the  fcimily  was  fo  fortunate,  that  my  lord  be- 
ftowing  one  ticket,  which  is  a  hu'.dred  pounds, 
to  one  of  his  fervanrs,  who  had  been  his  page,  the 
young  fellow  got  a  prize,  which  has  made  it  ano- 
ther hundred.  I  went  in  the  evening  to  lord  trea- 
surer, who  defires  I  will  dine  with  him  to-morrow, 

v/hen 
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V/hen  he  will  fhew  me  the  anfwer  he  defigns  to  re- 
turn to  the  letter  of  tiianks  froni  your  bifliops  in 
Ireland.  The  archbilhop  oi Dublin  dehred  me  to  get 
luyfelf  mentioned  in  the  anfwer  which  my  lord 
would  fend  ;  but  I  fent  him  word  I  would  not  o- 
pen  my  lips  to  my  lord  upon  it.  He  fays,  it  would 
convince  the  biihops  of  what  I  have  aiHrnied,  that 
the  Firji-Fruks  were  granted  before  the  duke  of 
Orrnond  was  declared  governor  ;  and  1  writ  to  him. 
That  I  would  not  o-ive  a  faithinp;  to  convince 
them.  My  lord  treafurer  began  a  health  to  my 
lord  privy-feal ;  Prior  punned,  and  faid  it  was  fo 
privy,  he  kner/  not  who  it  wjs  ;  but  I  fancy 
ihey  have  fixed  it  all,  and  we  fnall  know  to-mor- 
row. But  what  care  you  who  is  privy-feal,  fancy 
iluttikins  ? 

30.  When  I  went  out  this  morning,  I  was  fur^ 
prized  with  the  news,  that  the  biihop  oi  Brijiol  is 
made  lord  privy-feal.  You  know  his  name  is 
Hobin^or.y  and  that  he  was  many  years  envoy  in 
Sweden.  All  the  friends  of  the  prefent  miniflry 
are  extreme  ghd,  and  the  clergy  above  the  reft. 
The  ll-  higi  will  fret  to  death,  to  fee  a  civil  employ- 
ment given  to  a  clergyman.  It  was  a  very  hand- 
ibme  thing  in  my  lord  treafurer,  and  will  bind  the 
church  to  him  for  ever.  I  dined  with  him  to-day, 
but  he  had  not  written  his  letter;  but- told  me,  he 
■would  not  offer  to  fend  it  without  fhewing  it  to 
me:  he  thought  that  would  not  be  juil,  lince  I 
was  fo  deeply  concerned  in  the  affair.  We  had 
much  company  ;  lord  Rive>s,  A'larr^  and  Kinnoul^ 
Mr.  fecretary,  George  Granville^  and  Mafoam  ;  the 
lalt  has  invited  mt  to  the  chriftening  of  his  fon  to- 
morrow fenn'ght,  and  on  Saturday  I  go  to  IVindfor 
with  Mr.  fecretary. 

31.  DUly  and  1  walked   to-day  to  Kenjington  to 
lady  Mcunijo-jy  who  invited  us  to  dinner,    Ke  re- 
turned 
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turned  Toon  to  go  to  a  play.  It  being  the  laft  that 
will  be  aded  for  fome  time  :  he  drcffes  himfelf  like 
a  beau,  and  no  doubt  makes  a  fine  figure.  I  went 
to  vifit  fome  people  at  Kenfingion  \  Ophy  Butler's 
wife  there  lies  very  ill  of  an  ague,  v/hich  is  a  very 
common  difeafe  here  and  little  known  \n  Ireland. 

I  am  apt  to  think  we  fliall  foon  have  a  Peace, 

by  the  little  words  I  hear  thrown  out  by  the  mi- 
niftry.  I  have  juft  thought  of  a  projedl  to  bite 
the  town.  I  have  told  you»  that  it  is  now  known 
that  Mr.  Pr'icr  has  been  lately  in  France.  I  will 
make  a  printer  of  my  own  fit  by  me  one  day,  and 
I  will  didiate  to  him  a  formal  relation  of  Priori 
iournev,  with  feveral  particulars,  all  pure  inven- 
tion ;  and  I  doubt  not  but  it  will  take. 

Sept.    I.    Morning.     1    go  to-day    to   Wind/or 
with  Mr.   fecretary;  and  lord  treafurer  has  pro- 
mifed  to  brin2  me  back.     The  we;ther  has  been 
fine   for  fome  time,   and  I  believe  we  fhall  have 
a  great'deal  of  duft. — At  night.    Windfor.     The 
fecretary  and  I  dined  to-day  at  Parfon's -Green  at 
iny  lord  Ptterlwroiv's   houfe,  who  has  left   it  and 
his  gardens   to  the  fecretary  during  his  abfence. 
It   is  the  fined  garden  I  have  ever  feen  about  this 
town,  and  abundance  of  hot  walls  for  grapes,  where 
they  are   in   great    plenty,    and    ripening  faft.     I 
durll:  not  eat  any  fruit  but  one  fig  ;  but  I  brought 
a  bafket   full   to  my  friend  Lewis  here  at  Wind- 
for.    Docs  Stella  ncvzr  cat  any?  what,  no  apri- 
cocks    at   Dcnnybr'^ok  ?    nothing    but   claret   and 
ombre ;  I  envy  people  maunching  and  maunching* 
peaches   and    grapes,   and  I  not  daring  to  eat   a 
bit.     My  head   is  pretty  well,  only  a  fudden  turn 

*  As  the  prrvincinl  wnrd  maunchin)^  echoes  rnther 
better  to  this  aftioo  of  the  j^iws  than  the  proper  lerni 
munching,  i:  ;s  therefore  here  tetair.ed, 

any 
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any  time  makes  me  giddy  for  a  moment,  and 
foiisetimes  it  feels  very  ftufFt;  but  if  it  grows  no 
worie,  I  can  bear  it  very  well.  I  take  all  oppor- 
tunities of  walking  ■  and  we  have  a  delicious 
park  here  juft  joining  to  the  caftle,  and  an  avenue 
in  the  great  park  very  wide  and  two  miles  long, 
fet  ^vith  a  double  ro^  of  elms  on  each  fide.  Were 
you  ever  at  IVindfor  ?  I  was  once  a  great  while 
ao-o  ;  bur  had  quite  forgotten  it. 

2.  The  queen  has  the  gout,  and  did  not  come  to 
chapel,   nor  ilir  out  from  her  chamber,  but  re- 
ceived the  facrament  there  ;    as  flie   always  does 
the  firft  Sunday  in  the  month.     Yet  we  had  a 
great  Court,  and  among  others,  I  faw  your  Ingold- 
Jly,  who  feeing  me  talk  very  familiarly   with  the 
keeper,  treafurer,  t^c.  came  up  and  faluted  me,  and 
began  a  very  impertinent  difcourfe  about  the  fiege 
of  Bouchain.     I  told  him,   I  could  not  anfwer  his 
queftions,  but  I  would  bring  him  one  that  fhould  ;  ^ 
fo  I  went  aii'J  fetched   Sutton   (who  brought  over 
the   exprefs    about  a  month  ago)   and   delivered 
him  to  the  general,  and  bid  him  anfwer  his  quef- 
tions;  and  fo  i   J  eft  them  together.     Sutton  after 
fome  time  comes  b:;ck  in  a  rage ;  finds  me  with 
lord  Rivers  and  Majham,  and  tiiere  complains  of 
the  trick  I  had  played  him,  r.nd  fvvore  he  had  been 
plagued  to  death  with  Ingoldfofs  talk.     But  he 
told  me,  IngoU'ifiy  afkt  him  what  I  meant  by  bring- 
ing him  ;  fo,  1  fuppofe,  he  fmoakt  m.e  a  little.     So 
we  laughed,  lf!c.     My  lord  IVilloughhy,  who  is  one 
of  the  chaplains,   and  prebendary  of  IVindfor,  read 
prayers  laft:  night  to  ihe  family;  and  the  bifhop  of 
Brif-ol,  who  is  dean  oi  Wind/or,  officipited  laft  night 
at  the  cathedral.   This  they  do  to  be  popular,  and 
it  pleafes   mightily.     I  dined  with  Mr.  Mnjhiini, 
becaufc  he  lets  me  have  a  feledl  company.     For 
the  Court  here  have  got  by  the  end  a  good  thing  I 
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faid  to  the  fecretary  fome  weeks  ago:  He  Ciewed 
me  his  bill  of  fare  to  tempt  me  to  dine  with  him  ; 
Poh,  faid  I,  I  value  not  your  bill  of  fare,  give  me 
your  bill  of  company.  Lord  treafurer  was  mightily 
pleafed,  and  told  it  every  body,  as  a  notable  thing. 
I  reckon  upon  returning  to-morrow  ;  they  fay  the 
biihop  will  then  have  the  privy-feal  delivered  him 
at  a  great  council. 

3.  IVindfor  ftill.  The  council  was  held  fo  late 
to-day,  that  I  do  not  go  back  to  tov/n  till  to-mor- 
row. The  bifliop  was  fworn  privy-councellor, 
and  had  the  privv'-feal  given  him:  and  now  the 
patents  are  pafled  for  thofe  who  were  this  long 
time  to  be  made  lords  or  earls.  Lord  Rahy^  who  is 
earJ  of  Strajfcrd,  is  en  Thurfday  to  marry  a  name- 
fake  of  Stellas  ;  the  daughter  of  Sir  H.  Johnfon  in 
the  city;  he  has  thieefcore  thoufand  pounds  with 
her,  ready  money;  befides  the  reft  at  the  father's 
death.  1  have  got  my  friend  Stratford  to  be  one 
of  the  diredors  of  the  South  Sea  connpany.  vv^ho 
were  named  to-day.  My  lord  trealurer  did  it 
for  me  a  month  ago  ;  and  one  of  thofe  whom  I  got 
to  be  printer  of  the  Gazette,  I  am  recommending 
to  be  printer  to  the  fame  company.  He  treated 
Mr.  Lewis  and  me  to-day  at  dinner.  I  fupped 
lart  night  and  this  with  lord  treafurer,  keeper,  ^c, 
and  took  occafion  to  mention  the  printer.  I  faid. 
It  was  the  fame  printer,  v/hom  my  lord  treafurer 
has  appointed  to  print  (or  the  South  Sea  company  ; 
he  denied,  and  I  infifted  on  it;  and  I  got  the  laugh 
on  my  hde. 

London^  4.  I  came  as  far  as  Brentford  in  lord 
Rivers's  chariot,  who  had  bufinefs  with  lord  trea- 
furer;  then  I  went  into  lord  treafuier's  :  we  ilopt 
at  Kenfifigion,  where  lord  treafurer  went  to  fee 
Mrs.  Majha?riy  who  is  now  what  they  call  in  the 
ftraw.     We  got  to  t)wn  by  three,  and  I  lighted 

at 
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at  I'^rd  treafurer's;  who  commanded  me  not  tS 
flir :  buL  I  v/as  not  well ;  and  when  he  went  up^ 
i  begged  the  young  lord  to  excufe  me,  and  lb 
went  inio  the  city  by  water,  where  I  could  be 
eaficr,  and  dine  !  with  the  printer,  and  dictated  to 
him  iome  part  uf  Poor's  journey  to  France.  I  wallet 
from  ihe  city,  for  I  take  all  occaftons  of  exer- 
cife.     Our  journey  was  horrid  dufty. 

5.  W  hen  I  went  out  to-day,  I  found  it  had  rained 
mightily  in  the  night,  and  the  ftreets  were  as  dirty 
aa  PVititer :  it  is  very  refrefliing  after  ten  days  dry. 
— I  went  into  the  city  and  dined  with  Stratford^ 
thanked  him  for  his  books,  gave  him  joy  of  his 
being  diredtor,  of  which  he  had  the  firft  notice  by  a 
letter  from  me.  I  ate  fturgeon,  and  it  lies  on  my 
ftomach.  1  almofl  finifhed  Prior  s  journey  at  the 
printer's,  and  came  home  pretty  late  with  Patrick 
at  my  heels. 

7.  Morr.ing.  But  v/hat  fhall  we  do  about  this 
letter  of  MD's,  M  19  ?  not  a  word  anfwered.  yet, 
and  fo  much  paper  fpent  ?  I  cannot  do  any  thing 
in  it,  fvveet  hearts,  till  night. —  At  night.  O 
Lord,  O  Lord,  the  grcateft  difgrace  that  ever  was 
has  happened  to  Prc/io.  What  do  you  think;  but 
when  i  was  going  out  this  forenoon  a  letter  came 
froTi  MDy  N.  20,  dated  Dui'lin.   O  dear,  O  dear; 

0  fad,  O  fad. —  Now  I  have  two  letters  together 
to  anfvver:    here  they  are,   lying  together.     But 

1  will  only  anfwer  the  firft;  for  I  came  in  late. 
I  dined  with  my  friend  Lewis  at  his  lodgings,  and 
walked  at  fix  to  Kenfmgton  to  Mr.  Majharris  fon's 
chriftening.  It  was  very  private  ;  nobody  there  but 
my  lord  treafurer,  his  Ton,  and  fon-in-law,  that  Is  to 
fay,  lord  Harley,  and  lord  Dupplin,  and  lord  Riven 
and  I.  The  dean  of  Rochefter  chriftened  the  child, 
but  foon  went  away.  Lord  treafurer  and  lord 
Rivers  were  gouf;ithers,  and  i)v'Irs.  Hiliy  Mrs.  Ma~ 

Jham'i 
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^^^w'sfiftei*,  godmother.  Thechild  roared  likeabull, 
and  I  gave  Mrs.  AJaJ})am]o\'  of  it ;  and  fhe  charged 
me  to  take  care  of  my  nephew,  becanfe  Mr.  Ma- 
Jham  being  a  brother  of  our  fociety,  bis  Ton  you  know 
is  conrequently  a  nephew.  Mis.  Mijham  fat  up 
dreffed  in  bed,  but  not  as  they  do  in  Iceland  with  all 
fmooth  about  her,  as  if  fhe  was  cut  off"  in  the 
middle;  for  you  might  fee  the  counterpain  (what 
d'ye  call  it?)  rile  about  her  hips  and  body. 
There's  another  name  of  the  counterpain,  and 
you'll  laugh  now,  Hrralis  George  GronviHe  came 
in  at  fupper,  and  we  flayed  till  eleven,  and  lord 
treafurer  fet  me  dov/n  at  mv  lodging  in  Suffolk- 
fircet.  Did  I  ever  tell  you  that  lord  treafurer  hears 
ill  with  the  left  ear,  juft  as  I  do  ?  he  always  turns 
the  right;  and  his  fervants  whifper  him  at  that 
only.  I  dare  not  tell  him,  that  1  am  fo  too,  for 
fear  he  fliould  think  I  counterfeited,  to  make  my 
court. 

6.  You  muft  read  this  before  the  other;  for  I 
miftook,  and  forgot  to  write  yedcrday's  journal, 
it  was  fo  infignificant :  I  dined  wiih  Dr.  Cockburn, 
and  fat  the  evening  with  lord  treafurer,  till  ten 
o'clock.  On  Thurfuays  he  has  always  a  large 
fele6t  company,  and  expedls  me.  So  good  night 
for  lafl  night,  ^c. 

8.  Morning.  I  go  to  Winclfor  with  lord  treafurer 
to-day,  and  will  leave  this  behind  me  to  be  fent 
to  the  poft.  And  now  let  us  hear  what  fays  the 
firft  letttT,  N.  iq.  You  are  ftill  at  Wexford^  as 
you  fay,  madam  Dingley.  I  think  no  letter  from 
me  ever  yet  mifcarried.  And  fo  Ini/h-Corlhy  *y 
and  the  river  S/ainy;  fine  words  thofe  in  a  lady's 
mouth.  Your  hand  like  Dirg/e/s,  you  fcambling, 
fcattering,   fluttekin?  Tes  mighty  like  indeedy  is  not 

*  The  name  of  a  town  in  the  county  o^  Wexford. 
Vol.  V.  D  it^ 
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ii\  P  Piifhh,  don't  talk  of  writing  or  reading  tiff 
your  eyes  are  well,  and  long  well;  only  I  would 
have  Dingley  read  fometimes  to  you,  that  you  may 
not  loie  the  defire  of  it.  God  be  thanked  that 
the  ugly  numming  is  gone.  Pray  ufe  exercife 
when  you  go  to  town.  What  game  is  that 
ombra  J  which  Dr.  Elwood  and  you  play  at  ? 
is  it  the  Spanijh  game  ombre  ?  Your  card  purfe  .^ 
you  a  card  purfe!  you  a  fiddleftick.  You  have 
luck  indeed  ;  and  luck  in  a  bag.  What  a  Devil, 
is  that  eight-{hilling  tea-kettle  copper,  or  tin  ja- 
panned ?  It  is  like  your  Irijh  politenefs,  raffling  for 
tea-kettles.  What  a  fplutter  you  keep  to  con- 
vince me  that  IValh  has  no  tafte  ?  My  head  con- 
tinues pretty  wtU.  Why  do  you  write,  dear  firrah 
Stella,  when  you  find  your  eyes  fo  weak  that  you 
cannot  fee  ?  what  comfort  is  there  in  reading  what 
■you  write,  when  one  knows  that  ?  So  Dingley 
can't  write  becaufe  of  the  clutter  of  new  company 
come  to  Wexford?  I  fuppofe  the  noife  of  their 
hundred  horfes  difturbs  you  ;  or  do  you  lie  in  one 
gallery,  as  in  an  hofpital  ?  What;  you  are  afraid 
of  lofino"  in  Dublin  the  acquaintance  you  have 
got  in  Wexford  \  and  chiefly  the  bifhop  oi  Rapho^ 
an  old,  doating,  perverfe  coxcomb  ?  Twenty  at 
a  time  at  breakfaft.  That  is  like  five  pounds 
at  a  time,  when  it  was  never  but  once.  I  doubt, 
madam  Dingley,  you  are  apt  to  lie  in  your  Tra- 
vels, though  not  fo  bad  as  Stella  i  fne  tells 
thumpers,  as  I  ftall  prove  in  my  next,  if  I  find 
this   receives   encouragement. —  So,    Dr.   Elwood 

-}-  Thefe  words  in  Italics  are  written  in  flrange  mifbaoen 
letters,  inclining  to  the  right  hand,  in  imitation  of  .S/^/^'s 

writing. 

I  In  Stellas  fpelling.     It  is  an  odd  thing  that  a  wc- 
iran  of  Stella's  undeiftanding  fliould  fpell  extreamly  ill. 

fays. 


(    35     ) 

fnys,  There  are  a  v/orld  of  pretty  things  In  my 
Works.  A  pox  on  his  prailbs  !  an  enemy  here 
would  fay  more.  The  duke  of  Buckingham  would 
fay  as  much,  tho'  he  and  I  arc  terribly  fallen  out; 
and  the  great  men  are  perpetually  ir.flaming  me  a- 
gainft  him :  they  brinij;  me  all  he  fays  of  me,  and, 
I  believe,  make  it  worfe  out  of  roguery. —  No  'tis 
not  your  pen  is  bewitched,  madam  Stslla,  but  your 
old  fcrawUng,  fplay-fo')t  pot  hooks  §,  5,  f,  aye  that's 
it  :  there  the  s,  f,  f,  there,  there,  that's  exact. 
Farewel,  t5'c. 

Our  fine  weather  is  gone,  and  I  doubt  we 
Ihall  have  a  rainy  journey  to-day.  Faith,  'tis  (hav- 
ing day,  and  1  have  much  to  do. 

When  Stella  fays  her  pen  was  bevv'itched,  it  was 
only  becaufe  there  was  a  hair  in  it.  You  know 
the  fellow  they  call  God-help-it  had  the  fame 
thoughts  of  his  wife,  and  for  the  fame  reafon.  I 
think  this  is  very  well  obfeivcd,  and  I  unfolded 
the  letter  to  tell  you  it. 

Cut  ofFthofe  tv/o  notes  above;  and  fee  the  nine 
pounds  indorfed,  and  receive  the  other;  and  fend 
me  word  how  my  accounts  ftand  that  they  may 
be  adjufted  by  Nov.  i.  Pray  be  very  particular: 
but  the  tv/enty  pounds  I  lend  you  is  not  to  be  in- 
cluded ;  fo  make  no  blunder.  1  won't  wrong  you  ; 
nor  you  flian't  wrong  me ;  that's  the  fhoi  t.  O 
Lord,  how  flout  Prcjlo  is  of  late  ?  But  he  loves 
MD  more  than  his  life  a  thoufand  times,  for  all 
his  ftoutnefs ;  tell  him  that;  and  that  I'll  fwear 
it,  as  hope  faved,  ten  millions  of  times,  ^c.  &c, 

I  open  my  letter  once  more  to  tell  Stella,  that  if 
ftic  does  not  ufe  excrcife  after  her  waters,  it  will 
lofe  all  the  efFeds  of  them;  I  ihould  not  live,  if  I 

§  Thefe  words  in  Italics  are  niiferably  fcrawled,  in 
imitaiion  of  Sulla  i  hand,  and  the  two  Ej/es  that  follow. 

D  2  did 
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did  not  take  all  opportunities  of  walking.     Pray, 
pray,  -do  this  to  oblige  poor  Frejio. 

LETTER    XXX. 

,  _  Windfor,  Sept.  8,  171 1, 

JL  MADE  the  coachman  flop,  and  put  in  my 
twenty-ninth  at  the  poft-ofHce  at  tv/o  o'clock 
to-day,  as  I  was  going  to  lord  treafurer,  with 
whom  I  dined,  and  came  here  by  a  quarter  paft 
eight ;  but  the  Moon  fhone,  and  fo  we  were  not:, 
in  much  danger  of  overturning;  which  however 
he  values  not  a  ftraw,  and  only  laughs  when  I 
chide  at  him  for  it.  There  was  nobody  but  he 
,and  I,  and  we  fupped  together,  with  Mr.  Majham^ 
and  Dr.  Arbutbnot^  the  queen's  favourite  phyfician^ 
a  Scotchman.  I  could  not  keep  myfelf  awake  after 
ifupper,  but  did  all  I  was  able  to  difguife  it,  and 
thought  i  came  off  clear;  but  at  parting  he  told 
me,  I  had  got  my  nap  already.  It  is  now  one 
©'clock;  but  he  loves  fitting  up  late. 

.9,  The  queen  is  ftill  in  the  gout,  but  recover- 
ing ;  fhe  faw  company  in  her  bed-chamber  after 
church ;  but  the  crowd  was  fo  great,  I  could  not 
fee  her.  I  dined  with  my  brother.  Sir  JVilliatn 
Windham^  and  fome  others  of  our  fociety,  to  avoid 
the  great  tables  on  Sunday  at  Windfor^  which  I  hate. 
The  ulual  company  fupped  to-night  at  lord  trea- 
furer's,  which  v/as  lord  keeper,  Mr.  fecretary, 
George  Granville y  AliJIjaniy  /irbuthnot  and  I,  But 
fhovvers  have  hindered  me  from  walking  to-dayj 
and  that  I  don't  love. —  Noble  fruit,  and  I  dare 
jiot  eat  a  bit.  I  ate  one  fig  to-day,  and  fome- 
times  a  few  mulberries,  becaufe  it  is  laid,  they  are 
wbolefome,  and  you  know,  a  good  name  does 
much.  Iflull  return  tg  town  to-morrow,  though  I 
.  thought 
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thcraght  to  have  ftaid  a  week,  to  be  at  leifure  fof 
fomething  1  am  doing.  But  I  have  put  it  oiF  till 
next;  for  I  (hall  come  here  again  on  Satwday, 
when  our  Society  are  to  meet  at  fupper  at  Mr. 
fecretary's.  My  life  is  very  regular  here:  on  Sun- 
day morning  I  conftantly  vifit  lord  keeper,  and 
fup  at  lord  treaiurer's  with  the  fame  fct  of  com- 
pany. I  was  not  fleepy  to-night;  I  refolved  I 
would  not  J  yet  it  is  paft  midnight  at  this  prefent 
writing. 

London^  lo.  Lord  treafurer  and  Majham  and  I 
left  Windfnr  at  three  this  afternoon  ;  we  dropt 
Majham  at  Kenfmgton  with  his  lady,  and  got  home 
by  fix.  It  was  {itvzn  before  we  fat  down  to  din- 
ner, and  I  flayed  till  paft  eleven.  Patrick  came 
home  with  the  fecretary  :  I  am  more  plagued  with 
Patrick  and  my  portmantua  than  with  myfelf.  I 
forgot  to  tell  you  that  when  I  went  to  U'itidjor  on 
Saturday^  I  overtook  lady  Giffard  and  Mrs.  Fen- 
ion  in  a  chariot  gointj,  I  fuppofe,  to  Sheen.  I  was 
then  in  a  chariot  too,  of  lord  treafurer's  brother, 
who  h  id  bufinefs  with  the  treafurer  ;  and  my  lord 
came  after,  and  overtook  me  at  Turnharn- Green ^ 
four  miles  from  London^  and  then  the  brother  went 
back,  and  I  wect  in  the  coach  with  lord  treafurer: 
fo  it  happened  that  thofe  people  faw  me,  and  not 
with  lord  treafurer.  Mrs,  F.  was  to  fee  nhe  about 
a  week  ago ;  and  defued  I  would  get  her  fon  into 
the  Charter- houfe^ 

II.  This  morning  the  printer  fent  me  an  ac- 
count of  Pr/^r's  journey  ;  it  makes  a  two-penny 
pamphli^t,  I  fuppofe  you  will  fee  it,  for  I  dnre  en- 
gage it  will  run  ;  'tis  a  formal  grave  lie,  from  the 
beginning  to  the  end.  I  writ  all  but  about  the  laft 
page,  that  I  di^^ated,  and  the  printer  writ.  Mr. 
fecretary  fent  to  me  to  dine  where  he  did  ;  it  w.;s 
at  Prior  s  ;    when  I  c*ame  in  Prior  fliewed  ire  the 

D  3  pamphlet. 
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pamphlet,  feemed  to  be  angry,  and  faid,  Here  is 
our  Englijh  liberty  :  I  read  fome  of  it,  and  faid 
I  likfd  it  mightily,  and  envied  the  rogue  the 
thought ;  for  had  it  come  into  my  head,  I  fhould 
have  certainly  done  it  myfelf.  We  flayed  at  Pri- 
cr's  till  pad  ten,  and  then  the  fecretary  received 
a  pacquet  with  the  news  of  Bouchuin  being  taken, 
for  which  the  guns  will  go  off  to-morrov/.  Prior 
owned  his  having  been  in  France^  for  it  was  paft 
denying  ;  it  feems  he  was  difcovered  by  a  rafcal  at 
Dover^  who  hnd  pofitive  orders  to  let  him  pafs.  I 
believe  we  fhall  have  a  peace. 

12.  It  is  terrible  rainy  v/eather,  and  has  coft 
me  three  fliillings  in  coaches  and  chairs  to-day, 
yet  I  was  dirty  into  the  bargain.  I  was  three 
hours  this  morning  with  thp  fecretary  about  fome 
bufinefs  of  moment,  and  then  went  into  the  city 
to  dine.  The  printer  tells  me  he  fold  yefterday  a 
thoufand  of  Pri:rs  journey,  and  had  printed  five 
hundred  more.  It  will  do  rri^ely,  1  believe,  and  is 
a  pure  bite.  And  what  is  MD  doing  all  this  while  ? 
got  again  to  their  cards,  their  Walisy  their  deans, 
their  Stcytes,  and  their  claret  ?  Pray  prefent  my 
fervice  to  Mr.  Stoyte,  and  Cathtrine.  Tell  goody 
Stoyts^  (he  owes  me  a  world  of  dinners,  and  I  will 
Ihortly  come  over  and  demand  them. — Did  I  tell 
you  of  the  archbifliop  of  Dtihlin's  laft  letter  *  ? 
He  had  been  faying  in  feveral  of  his  former,  that 
he  would  fhortly  write  to  me  fomething  about  my- 
felf, and  it  looked  as  if  he  intended- fumething  for 
me  :  at  laft  out  it  comes,  and  confifts  of  two  parts. 
Firft,  he  advifes  me  to  ftrike  in  for  fome  prefer- 
ment now  I  have  friends ;  and  fecondly,  he  ad- 
vifes me,   fince  I  have  parts,   and  learning,  and  a 

*  See  the  lail  Colledlion  of  Letters,  printed  by  Dodjley 
and  others.  No.  50. 
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feappy  pen,  to  think  of  fome  new  fubjcd  in  Divi- 
nhy  not  handled  by  others,  which  1  fhould  ma- 
nage better  than  any  body.  A  rare  fpark  this,, 
with  a  pox  !  but  I  lliall  anfvver  him  as  rarely. 
Methinks  he  fhould  have  invited  me  over,  and 
given  me  fome  hopes  or  promifes.  But  hang 
him!    and  fo  good  night,  l£c. 

13.  It  rained  moft   furioufly   all  this  morning 
till    about  twelve,   and   fometimes  thundered  j    I 
trembled    for    mv    fhillings,    but   it    cleared    up, 
and  I  made  a  fliift   to   get  a  walk   in  the   Park^ 
and  then   went  with  the  fecretary  to   dine  with 
lord  treafurer.      Upon  Thurfdays  there  is  always  a 
felefl  company;   we  had  the  duke  of  Shrewfiury, 
lord  Rivers,  the  two  fecretaries,  Mr,  Granville,  and 
Mr.  Prior.     Half  of  them  went  to  counci'  at  nx  ; 
but  Rivers,  G-anviife,  Prior  and  1  flayed  till  eight. 
Prior  was  ofren  aff .-cling  to  b-:;   angry   at  the  ac- 
count of  his  journey   to    Paris;    and    indeed   the 
two  laft  pjges,  v/hich  the  printer  got  fom^body  to 
add,   are  fo  romaniick,   they  /poil   all    the  reft. 
Diliy  A[he  pretended  to   me  that  he  v^^as  only  go- 
ing to  Oxford  and  Cambridge  for   a  forrnigiit,    and 
then  would  come  back,     i   could   not   (ee  him  as 
I  appointed  t'other  day  ;    bit  fome   of  his  friends 
tell  me,    he  took  leave  of  them  as  going   to   he- 
land;    and  fo  they  fay  at   his   lodging.     I  believe 
the  rogue  was   ailiamed   to   tell  me  fo,   becaufe  I 
advifed  him   to  ftay  the   Winter,   and   he  (aid   he 
would.     1  find  he  had  ijot  into  a  good  fet  of  fcrub 
acquaintance,   and  I  thought  pafTed   his  time  very 
merrily  j    but  I  fuppofe  he  languifhed   after  Bal- 
derig,    and  the  clant  of  Z)«Z'//>/ ;   and,   after  all,   I 
think   he  is   in  the  right;    for  he  can  eat,   drink, 
and  converfe  better  there  than  here.     Bernage  was 
with  me  this  morning  :    he  calls  now   and   then  ; 
,hc  is  in  terrible  fear  of  a  Peace.     He  faid,  he  ne- 
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ver  had  his  health  fo  we]]  as  in   Portugal.     He  h 
a  favourite  oi  h/s  co!o;iel. 

14.  I  was  niortified  enoiidi  to-day,  not  know- 
ing where  in  the  world  to  dine,  the  town  is  fo 
empty  ;  i  n.et  H.  Coot^,  aiul  thought  he  would 
invite  me,  but  he  did  not:  Sir  John  StanLy  did 
not  come  into  my  head;  fo  1  to  k  up  with 
Mrs.  Fan,  and  dined  with  her  and  her  damned 
landlady,  who,  I  believe,  by  her  eye-brows,  is  a 
bawd.  This  evening  I  met  Addifon  and  Pt^Jio- 
ral  PJAUps  in  the  Park^  and  fupped  with  them  at 
Jddifcris  1  -dgings ;  we  were  very  g  )od  company, 
and  yet  know  no  man  half  fo  agreeable  to  me  as  he 
is.  I  fat  with  them  till  twelve,  fo  you  may  think 
'tis  larc,  young  women  ;  however,  I  would  have 
feme  little  converfation  with  MD  before  your 
Prejio  goes  to  bed,  becaufe  it  makes  me  fleep  and 
dream,  and  fo  forth.  Faith  this  letter  goes  on 
Howly  enough,  firrahs,  but  I  can't  write  much  at  a 
time  till  you  are  quite  fettled  aftcryour  journey  you 
know,  and  hn.ve  gone  all  your  vifits,  and  lolt  your 
money  at  ombre.  You  never  play  at  chefs  now, 
Steiia.  That  puts  me  in  mind  of  DickTigkc,  I  fancy 
I  told  you,  he  ufed  to  beat  his  wife  here  ;  and  flie 
deieived  it  j  and  he  refolves  to  part  with  her;  and 
tbej'  went  to  Ireland  in  different  coaches.  O 
Lord,  I  faid  ail  ihis  before,  I'm  fure.  Go  to  bed, 
firrahs. 

lVr>  dfo^^  15.  I  made  the  fecretary  flop  at  Brent- 
ford, becaufe  vve  fet  out  at  tvvo  this  afternoon, 
and  faftmg  would  not  agree  with  me.  I  only  de- 
fjgned  to  eat  a  bit  of  bread  and  butter,  but  he 
wou'd  light,  and  we  ate  roaft  beef  like  dragons. 
And  he  made  m.e  treat  him  and  two  more  gentle- 
mtn  ;  faith  it  cofi  me  a  guine;i ;  I  don't  like  fuch 
jefting^  yet  I  v/as  mightily  pleaied  with  it  too.  To- 
night our  Societv  met  at  the  fecretarv's,  there 
'  r  .  were 
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were  nine  of  us ;  and  we  have  chofen  a  new  mem- 
ber, the  earl  of  Je^f}'-  whole  f;:r:her  died  lately. 
''J'is  paft  one,  and  1  h  >-  e  ftoleri  away. 

i6.  I  defi;,n  to  itay  here  th's  we  k  by  my- 
felf,  about  fome  bufineis  thai  lirs  oji  my  hajids, 
and  will  take  up  a  gi-at  .'  al  of  time.  Dr.  AdivnSj 
one  of  fhe  canons,  invited  a.e  to- day  to  dinner. 
The  ta'i'les  are  (b  fu'l  here  ■  n  SufuJ.yy  that  it  is 
hard  to  dme  with  a  few,  and  \)r.  ylaarjis  knows! 
love  to  do  fo ;  which  is  very  obliging.  The 
queen  faw  company  in  her  bed-chambc  ;  Ihe  io-  ks 
very  well,  but  (he  fat  down  1  iurped  with  lord 
treafurer  isufual,  and  ftayed  till  paft  one  as  ufual, 
and  with  our  lifual  company,  except  lord  keeper, 
who  d  d  not  co.r.e  this  time  to  Whdfor.  I  hate 
thefe  iuppers  mortally;  Lot  I  ff'f>im.  eat  any 
thing. 

17,  Lord  treafurer  i;nd  Mr  recretiry  ftay  here 
till  to-morrow;  fome  bufinefl  ;;"ep$  them,  and  I 
am  forry  for  it,  for  they  hinder  me  a  day.  Mr, 
Lewis  and  I  were  going  to  dine  iob'. r'y  with  a  lit- 
tle court  friend  at  one.  But  \ord~H:riey  and  lord 
JDuppihi  kept  me  bv  force,  and  faid  wc  Oiould  dine 
at  lord  treafurer's,  who  intended  to  go  at  four  to 
London;  I  flayed  like  a  fool,  and  wtnt  with  rhe 
two  young  lonls  to  lord  treafurer  ;  who  very  fair- 
ly turned  us  all  three  out  of  doors.  Th^y  1v)th 
were  invited  to  the  duke  of  Somerfef^  but  he  was 
gone  to  a  horfe-race,  and  won' i  notconie  till  five: 
,fo  v/e  were  forci.^d  to  go  to  a  'aveiii,  and  lent  for 
wine  from  lord  treafiuei's,  vho  at  lart  we  were 
toUl  did  not  go  to  town  till  ihe  morrow,  and  at 
lord  treafurer's  we  fuppcd  a^ain  ;  and  I  dchicd 
him  to  let  me  add  four  (hillings  ro  the  hill  i  g.ive 
him.  Vv'e  fat  up  till  tv/o,  yet  I  nuut  write  to  liitle 

18.  They 
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1 8.  They  are  all  gone  early  this  morning;  and  I 
am  alone  to  il-ek  my  fortune ;  but  Dr.  J?-huihnot  en- 
gages me  for  my  dinners;  and  he  yefterday  gave 
me -my  choice  of  place,  perfcn,  and  viitua  s  for  to- 
day.    So  1  chofe  to  dine  witti  Mrs.  /////,  who  is 
one  of  the  dreiTers,  and  iVlrs.  Majhani%  fiftcr,  no 
company  but  us  three,   and  to  hav^e  a  (houlder  of 
snutton,    a  fmall   one,    which  was  exa-ftly,  only 
there  was  too  much  vitStuals  befides ;  and  the  Dr.'s 
wife  was  of  the  company.     And  to-morrow  Mrs. 
Mill  and   I  are  to  dine  with  the  Do6for.     T  have 
ieen  a  fellow  often  about  Court,  whom  I  thought 
I  knew ;   1  afked  who  he  was,  and  they  told  me 
it  was  the  gentleman  porter ;  then  I  called  him  to 
mind  ;  he  was    Killys  acquaintance   (I  won't  fay 
yours)  I  thinlc  his  name  is   Lovet^  or   Lovely    or 
fomcthins;  like  it.     I  believe   he  does  not  knov/ 
me,    and    in   my  prefent  pofture  I  fhall    not    be 
Ibnd  of  renewing  old  acquaintance;    I    believe  I 
ufed   to  fee  him   with  the  Bradieys ;    and   by   the 
way,   I  have  not  feen  Mrs.  Bradley  fince  I  came 
to  England.     I   left  your  letter  in   London^  like  a 
■fool ;   and  cannot  anfwer  it  till  I  go  back,  which 
will  not  be  until  Monday  next :  fo  this  will  be  above 
a  fortnight  from  my  lalf  ;    but  I  will  fetch  it  up 
in  my  next;  fo  go  and  walk  to  the  dean's  for  your 
health  this  fine  vi'eather. 

19.  The  queen  defigns  to  have  cards  and  dan- 
cing here  next  week,  which  makes  us  think  fhe 
will  flay  here  longer  than  we  believed.  Mrs.  Ma- 
Jham  is  not  well  after  her  lying-in  :  I  doubt  fhe  got 
fome  cold;  fhe  is  lame  in  one  of  her  legs  with  a 
rheumatick  pain.  Dr.  Arbuthnot  and  Mrs.  Hill 
go  to-morrow  to  Kenfington  to  fee  her,  and  return 
■the  fame  night.  Mrs.  Hill  and  I  dined  with  the 
Dodor  to-day.     I  rode  out  this  morning  v/ith  the 
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Doflor  to  fee  Cranknn,  a  houfe  of  lord  Ranelagh'Sy 
and  the  duchefs  of  Marlborough''^  lodge,   and  the 
Park  ;  the  fined  places  they  are    for  nature,  and 
plantations,  thst  ever  1  fawj    and  the  finefl  riding 
upon  artificial    roads,    made  on   purpofe   for  the 
queen.      Arbuthnot  made  me  draw  up  a  fham  fub- 
icription  for  a  book,   called  A  Hijiory  of  the  Maids 
of  honour  fmce  Harry  the  eighth^  fhev/ing  they  make 
the  beft  wives,  with  a  lift  of  all  the  maids  of  honour 
fince,  tSf^r.   to  pay  a  crown  in  hand,  and  t'other 
crown  upon  delivery  of  the  book;    and  all  in  the 
common  forms  of  ihofe  things.    We  got  a  gentle- 
man to  write  it  fair,  becaufe  my  hand  is  known,  and 
we  fent  it  to  the  maids  of  honour,  when  they  came 
to   fupper.     If  they   bite   at   it,  'twill  be   a   very 
good  court  jeft ;  and  the  queen  will  certainly  have 
it  J  we  did  not  tell  Mrs.  Hill. 

20.  To-day  I  was   invi.ed   to   the  green-cloth 
by  colonel  Godfrey^  who  married  the  duke  of  Marl- 
borough's fifter,   mother  to  the  duke  of  Berwick  by 
king  James :    I   muft   tell   you  thofe  things  that 
happened  before  you  were  born  :  But  I  made  my 
excufes,  and  young  Harcourt  (lord  keeper's  fon) 
and  I  dined  with  my  next   neighbour   Dr.  Adams, 
Mrs.  Majhain  is   better,   and  will  be  here  in  three 
or  four  days       She  had  need;    for   the  duchefs  of 
Somerfet  is  thought  to  gain  ground  daily. — We  have 
not  yet  fent  you  over  all  your  bills;  and  I  think 
we  have  aliered  your   money-bill.     The  duke  of 
Ormond'is  cenfured    here   by  thofe   in   power  for 
very  wrong  rhanagement  in  the  affair  of  the  may- 
oralty.    He  is  governed  by  fools;  and  has  ufually 
much  more  fcnie  than  his  advifers,  but  never  pro- 
ceeds by  it.     I  muft  know  hov/  your  health  con- 
tinues  after    Wexford.     Walk   and    ufe   exercife, 
firrahs  bothj  and  get  fonicbody  to  play  at  fliut- 

tlecock 
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ilecock  with  you,  madam  Stella,  and  v/alk  to  the 
dean's  ^ind  Donnybrook. 

21.  Colonel  Godfrey  fent  to  me  again  to-day; 
fo  I  dined  at  the  green-  tloth,  and  we  had  hut  ele- 
ven at  dinner,  which  is  a  fmall  number  there, 
the  Court  being  always  thin  of  company  till  Satur- 
day  night. — This  new  ink  and  pen  make  a  ftransc 
ngure;  I  mii/t  write  larger,  yes  I  mujl,  or  Stella 
wont  be  able  to  read  this  *.  S  S.  S.  there's  your 
S  s  for  you,  Stella.  The  maids  of  honour  are  bit, 
and  have  all  contrilnited  their  crowns,  and  are 
teazing  others  to  fubfcribe  for  the  book.  1  will 
tell  lord  keeper  and  lord  treafurer  to-morrow;  and 
I  believe  the  queen  will  have  it.  After  a  little 
walk  tiis  evening,  I  fqu:mdered  away  the  reft  of 
it  in  fitting  at  Lezvis's  lodging,  while  he  and  Dr. 
Jrbutlmot  played  at  picquet.  I  have  that  foolifli 
pleafure,  which  I  believe  nobody  has  befide  me,  ex- 
cept old  lady  Berkeley.  But  I  fretted  when  I  came 
away;  I  will  hnter  fo  no  more,  for  I  have  a  plaguy 
deal  of  bufmefs  upon  my  hands,  and  very  little 
time  to  do  it.  The  pamphleteers  begin  to  be  very 
bufy  againft  the  miniftry  :  I  have  begged  Mr.  fe- 
cretary  to  make  examples  of  one  or  two  of  them  ; 
and  he  afTures  me  he  will.  They  are  very  bold  and 
abufive. 

22.  This  being  the  day  the  miniftry  comes  to 
Windfor,  I  ate  a  bit  or  two  at  Mr.  Lewis's  lodgings, 
becaufe  I  muft  fup  with  lord  treafurer;  and  at  half 
an  hour  after  one,'  I  led  M^.^^iwis  a  walk  up  the 
avenue,  which  is  two  miles  long:  we  wallet  in 
all  about  five  miles;  but  I  was  fo  tired  with  his 
fiow  walking,  that  I  left  him  here,  and  walkt 
two  miles  towards  London^   hooina:   to  meet  lord 

*  Thefe  words  in  lialicks  are  written  enormouflv  laroe. 
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trcafurer,  and  return  with  him;  but  it  grew  dark- 
ilh,  and  I  was  forced  to  walk  back,  io  I  walkt 
nine  miles  in  all ;  and  lord  treasurer  did  not  come 
till  after  eight ;  which  is  very  wrong,  for  there 
was  no  Moon^  and  I  often  tell  him  hov/  ill  he  does 
to  expofe  himfelf  fo;  but  he  only  makes  a  jeil  of 
it.  I  fupped  with  him,  and  ft.iid  till  now,  when 
it  is  half  an  hour  after  two.  He  is  as  merry  and 
carelefs,  and  difengaged  as  a  young  heir  at  one 
and  twenty.     '7"is  late  indeed. 

23.  The  fecretary  did  not  come  laft  night,  but 
at  three  this  afternoon;  I  have  not  feen  him  yet ; 
but  I  verily  think  they  are  contriving  a  Peace  as 
faft  as  they  can,  without  which  it  will  be  impof- 
fible  to  fubfift.  The  queen  was  at  church  to-day, 
but  was  carried  in  a  chair.  I  and  Mr.  Lewis  din- 
ed privately  with  Mr.  Lc%vman,  clerk  of  the  kit- 
chen. I  was  to  fee  lord  keeper  this  morning, 
and  told  him  the  jeft  of  the  maids  of  honour,  and 
lord  treafurer  had  it  laft  night.  That  roo-ue  Jr- 
buthnot  puts  it  ail  upon  me.  The  Court  was  very 
full  to-day;  I  expe£led  lord  treafurer  would  have 
invited  me  to  fuj^per;  but  he  only  bowed  to  me, 
and  we  had  no  difcourfe  in  the  drawins-room. 
'Tis  now  feven  at  night,  and  I  am  ?.t  home  ;  and 
I  hope  lord  treafurer  will  not  fend  for  me  to  fup- 
per;  if  he  does  not,  I  will  reproach  him,  and  he 
will  pretend  to  chide  me  for  not  coming. — So 
farewel  till  I  go  to  bed,  for  I  am  going  to  be  bu- 
fy. — 'Tis  now  paft  ten,  and  I  went  down  to  alk 
the  fervants  about  Mr.  fecretary;  they  tell  me 
the  queen  is  yet  at  council,  and  that  flie  went  to 
fupper,  and  came  out  to  the  council  afterwards. 
'Tis  certain  they  are  managing  a  Peace..  I  will 
go  to  bed,  and  there's  an  end. — 'Tis  now  eleven, 
and  a  meflcngcr  is  come  from  loid  trcafurer  to  fup 
with  them ;  but  I  have  excufed  mylelf,  and  am 
7  giai 
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glad  I  am  in  bed  ;  for  elfe  I  (hould  fit  up  till  twOj 
and  drink  till  j  was  hot.     Now  I'll  go  fleep. 

London,  24.   I  came  to  town   by  fix  with  lord 
treafurer,    and  have  ftaid  till  ten.     That  of  the 
queen's  going  out  to  fup,  and  coming  in  again,  is  a 
lie,  as  the  fecretary  told  me  this  morning':  but  I 
jfind  the  miniftry  are  very  bufy  with  Mr.  Prior,  and 
I  believe  he  will  go  again  to  France.     I  am  told  fo 
much,  that  we  (hall  certainly  have  a  Peace  very 
ibon.     I   had  charming  weather  all  laft  week  at 
IPindfar-f  but  we  have  had  a  little  rain  to-day,  and 
yeflerday  was  windy.  Prior's  'Journey  fells  ftill;  they 
have  fold  two  thoufand,  altho'  the  town  is  empty. 
I  found  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Fcnton  here,  defiring  me 
in  lady   Giff^ard^  name  to  come   and  pafs  a  week 
at  Sheen,  while  (lie  is   at  Aloor-park.     I  will  an- 
fwer  it  with  a  vengeance  :  and  now  you  talk  of 
anfwerine:,  there  is  MD's  N.  20  is  yet  to  be  an- 
fwered  :  I  had  put  it  up  fo  fafe  I  could  hardly  find 
it ;  but  here  it  is,  faith,   and  I  am  afraid  I  cannot 
fend  this  till  'Tburjday ;    for  I  muft   fee   the  fecre- 
tary  to-morrow  morning,   and  be  in  fome  other 
place  in  the  evening. 

25.  Stella  v/rites  like  an  emperor,  and  gives  fuch 
an  account  of  her  journey,  never  faw  the  like.  Let 
me  fee;  ftand  away,  let  us  compute;  you  ftaid 
four  days  at  Inifo-Corthy  ;  two  nights  at  Mrs.  Pro- 
by's  mother's  ;  and  yet  was  but  fix  days  in  journey; 
for  your  words  are,  '*  We  left  JVexford  this  day 
fennight,  and  canr.e  here  laft  night."  I  have  heard 
them  fay,  that  travellers  may  lie  by  authority. 
Make  up  this,  if  you  can.  How  far  is  it  from 
Wexford  to  DiMln?  how  many  miles  did  you  tra- 
vel in  a  day'*^?  Let  me  fee — thirty  pounds  in  two 

months, 

*  The  do£lor  was  always  a  bad  reckoner,  either  of 
Bioney  or  any  thing  elfc ;  and  this  is  one  of  his  rapid 

com- 


(     47    ) 
months,   is  nine  fcore  pounds  a  year;  a  matter  of 
nothing  in  Stella's   purfe.     I  dreamed   BJIiy  Sivift 
was  alive,  and  that  I  told'him,  you  writ  me  word 
he  was  dead,  and  that  you  had   been  at  his  fune- 
ral, and  I  admired  at  your  impudence,  and  was  in 
mighty  hafie  to  run  and  let  you   know  what  ly- 
ing rogues  you  were.     Poor  lad,  he  is  dead  of  his 
mother's  former  folly  and   fondnefs,  and  yet  now 
I  believe  as  you  fay,  that  her  grief  will  foon  wear 
off. — O  yes,  madam  Dinghy,  mightily  tired  of  the 
company,  no  doubt  of  it,  at  li'exford?  And  your 
defcription  of  it   is   excellent ;    clean   fheets,   but 
bare  walls  ;   I  fuppofe  then  you  lay  upon  the  walls, 
— Mrs.  Walls  has  got  her  tea  ;    but  who  pays  me 
the  money?  Come,  I  fhall  never  get  it;  fo  1  make 
a  prefent  of  it  to  ftop  fome  gaps,  l:Sc,  Where's  the  . 
thanks  of  the  houfe  ?   So,  that's  well ;   why,  it  coft 
four  and  thirty  lliiliings  EngliJI^ — You  mufl  adjuft 
that  with  Mrs.  l^'alls ;  1  think  that  is  To  many  penes 
more  with  you. — No,  Leigh  and  Sterne,  I  fuppofe, 
were  not  at  the  water-fide;    I  fear6'/f;7;A  bufmefs 
■will  not  be  done ;    I  have  not  ken  him  this  good 
while.  I  hate  him  for  the  management  of  that  box  ; 
and  I  was  the  greateft  fool  in   nature  for  truftin^r 
to  fuch  a  young  jackanapes  ;  I  will  fpeak"  to  him 
once    more    about   it,    when    I    fee    him.     Mr, 
Jddifon  and  I  met  once  more  fincc,  and  I  fupped 
with  him  ;    I  believe  I  told  you  fo  fomewhere'  in 
this  letter.     The  archbifiiop  chofe  an  admirable 
meflenger   in   JFalls  to  fend   tome;  yet   1  think 
him  fitter  for  a  mefiengcr  than  any  thing.— The 

computntionf!.  For  as  Stella  was  feven  days  in  jour- 
ney, althouo;h  Dr.  Swift  fa vs  on! v  fix,  flie  rri^ht  wdl 
have  fpent  four  days  at  hnJh-Ccrtl^y,  and  two  nights  at 
Mrs.  Prohy\  mothei'i,  the  diltancc  fiom  Wexford  to 
Dublin  being  but  two  e.;fy  da;  p  journey. 
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D — fhefhas!  Idid  notobferveherloolcs.  Will 
ilie  rot  out  of  modefty  with  lady  Giffard?  I  pity- 
poor  7^««y— 'but  her  hufband  is  a  dunc-,  and  with 
refpecSt  to  him  fhe  lofes  little  by  her  deafnefs.  I 
believe,  maddm  Stella^  in  your  accounts  you  mif- 
took  one  liquor  for  another,  and  it  was  a  hun- 
dred and  forty  quarts  of  win-:-,  and  thirty-two  of 
water. — This  is  all  written  in  the  morning  before 
I  go  to  the  fecretary,  as  I  am  now  duing.  I  have 
anfwered  y  .ur  letter  a  li  tie  flioiter  than  or- 
dinary ;  but  1  have  a  mind  it  (hould  go  to-day, 
and  I  will  give  you  my  journal  at  night  in  my 
next ;  for  I'm  fo  afraid  of  another  letter  before 
this  goes  :  I  will  never  have  two  together  again 
unanfwered.— What  cure  I  for  Dr.  Tiflall  And  Dr. 
Raymond^  or  how  many  children  they  have?  ]  wifh 
they  had  a  hundred  apiece. — Lord  treafurer  pro- 
mi  fes  me  to  anfwer  the  bifliops'  letter  to-morrow, 
and  fhew  it  me ;  and  I  believe  it  will  confirm  all 
1  faid,  and  mortify  thofe  that  threw  the  merit  on 
the  duke  of  Onnond.  For  I  have  made  him  jealous 
of  it ;  and  t'other  day  talking  of  the  matter,  he 
faid,  I  am  your  witnels  you  got  it  for  them  before 
the  duke  was  lord  lieutenant.  My  humble  fer- 
vice  to  Mrs.  IFalls^  Mrs.  Stoyte,  and  Catherine, 
Farewe!,,  &c. 

What  do  you  do  when  you  fee  any  literal  mif- 
takes  in  my  letters  ?  how  do  you  fet  them  right .' 
for  I  never  read  them  over  to  correal  them.  Fare- 
wel  again. 

Pray  fend  this  note  to  Mrs.  5;v;?/,  to  get  the 
money  when  Parvifol  comes  to  town,  or  Ihe  can 
fend  to  him. 

t  Somewhat  or  other  which  Stella  •  mother  had  eon- 
fen  led  to. 

LET- 
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LETTER    XXXr. 

Lon'^on,  Sept.  25,  i7ii. 

X  DINED  in  the  city  to-day,  and  at  my  re- 
turn I  put  my  30th  into  the  poft-officc ;  and  when  I 
got  home  I  found  for  me  one  of  the  nobleft  letters 
I  ever  read  j  it  was  from  — ,  three  fides  and  a  half 
in  folio  on  a  large  flieet  of  paper;  the  two  firft 
pages  made  up  ot  I'atire  upon  London^  and  crowds 
and  hurry,  liolen  from  fome  of  his  own  fchool- 
boy's  exercifes :  the  fide  and  a  half  remaining  is 
fpent  in  defiring  me  to  recommend  Mrs.  South, 
your  commifHoner's  widow,  to  my  lord  treafurer 
for  a  penfion.  He  is  the  prettieft,  difcreeteft  fel- 
low that  ever  my  eyes  beheld,  or  that  ever  dipt 
pen  into  ink.  1  know  not  what  to  fay  to  him. 
A  pox  on  him,  I  have  too  many  luch  cuilomers  on 
this  fide  already.  I  think  1  will  fend  him  word 
that  I  never  faw  my  lord  treaiurer  in  my  life : 
I  am  fure  I  induftrioufly  avoided  the  name  of  any 
great  perfon  when  I  law  him,  for  fear  of  his 
reporting  it  in  Ireland.  And  this  recommenda- 
tion muft  be  a  fecret  too,  for  fear  the  duke  of 
Bolton  (hould-know  it,  and  think  it  was  too  mean. 
I  never  read  fo  d — d  a  letter  in  my  life  :  a  little 
would  make  me  fend  it  over  to  you. — I  muft  fend 
you  a  pattern,  the  firlt  place  1  caft  my  eyes  on,  I 
will  not  pick  and  chufe.  [In  this  place  (meaning 
the  Exchange  in  London)  which  is  the  compendium 
of  old  Troymvant.,  as  that  is  of  the  vihole  bufy 
world,  I  got  fuch  a  furfeit,  that  I  grew  fick  of 
mankind,  and  refolved,  for  ever  after,  to  bury 
myfelf  in  the  ihady  retreat  of — .]  You  muft  know 
that  London  has  been  called  by  fome  Troyncvanty 
or  NeiuTrcy. — AVill  you  have  any  morei'  Yes, 
Vol.  V.  E  ©ne 
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one  little  bit  for  Stella^  becaufe  flie'll  be  fond  of 
it.  [This  v/ondrous  Theatre  (meaning  London) 
was  no  more  to  me  than  a  defert,  and  I  fhould 
lefs  complain  of  folitude  in  a  Connaught  fliipwreck, 
or  even  the  great  Bog  of  jiUen.l  A  little  fcrap  for 
Mrs.  Adarget'^y  and  then  I  have  done.  [Their 
royal  Fanum^  wherein  the  Idol  Pecmiia  is  daily 
worlhipped,  feemed  to  me  to  be  juft  like  a  hive  of 
bees  working  and  labouring  under  huge  weights 
of  cares.]  Fawwi  is  a  temple,  but  he  means  the 
Exchange ;  and  Peeunia  is  monpy :  fo  nov/  Mrs. 
Mar  get  will-  underftand  her  part.  One  more  pa- 
ragraph, and  I — Well,  come  don't  be  in  fuch  a 
rage,  you  Ihall  have  no  more.  Pray,  Stella,  be  fa- 
tisfied  ;  'tis  very  pretty  :  axid  that  i  muft  be  ac- 
quainted with  fuch  a  dog  as  this  ! — Our  Peace 
goes  on  faft.  Prior  was  with  the  fecretary  two 
hours  this  morning:  I  was  there  a  little  after  he- 
went  away,  and  was  told  it.  I  believe  he  will 
foon  be  difpatched  again  Co  France  ;  and  I  will  put 
fomebody  to  write  an  account  of  his  fecond  jour- 
ney :  I  hope  you  have  feen  the  other.  This  lat- 
ter has  taken  up  my  time  with  ftorming  at  it. 

26.  Bernoge  has  been  with  me  thefe  two  days; 
yefterday  I  fent  for  him  to  let  him  know,  that  Dr. 
Arhuthnott  is  putting  in  ftrongly  to  have  his  brother 
made  a  captain  over  Bernoge'%  head.  Arbuthnott' ?> 
brother  is  but  an  enfign  ;  but  the  do6lor  has  great 
power  with  the  queen  :  yet  he  told  me,  he  would 
not  do  any  thing  hard  to  a  gentleman  who  is  my 
friend  j  and  I  have  engaged  the  fecretary  and 
his  colonel  for  him.  To-day  he  told  me  very  me- 
lancholy, that  the  other  had  written  from  Wind- 
fir  (where  he  went  to  folicit)  that  he  has  got 
the  company  }    and  Bernoge  is  full  of  the  fpleen. 

*  Stella' i  maid, 
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1  made  the  fccretary  write  yefterday  a  letter  to 
the  colonel  in  Bcrnageh  behalf.  I  hope  it  will  do 
yet  J  and  I  have  written  to  Dr.  Arhuthnott  to 
fVi-ndfor,  not  to  infift  on  doing  fuch  a  hardship.  I 
dined  in  the  city  at  Pontack's  with  Stratford y  it 
coft  me  feven  fhillings  :  he  would  have  treated  ; 
but  I  did  not  let  him,  I  have  removed  my  money 
from  the  bank  to  another  fund.  I  defire  Parvi- 
fol  may  fpeak  to  Hatvkjhazv  to  pay  in  my  money 
when  he  can  ;  for  1  will  put  it  in  the  funds  5  and 
in  the  mean  time  borrow  fo  much  of  Mr.  fecretaryj 
who  ofFers  to  lend  it  me.  Go  to  the  dean's,  fir- 
rahs. 

27.  Bernoge  was  with  me  again  to-day,  and  is 
in  great  fear,  and  fo  was  I ;  but  this  afternoon 
at  lord  treafurer's,  where  I  dined,  my  brother 
George  Granville^  fecretary  at  war,  after  keeping 
me  a  while  in  fufpence,  told  me,  that  Dr.  Arhuth- 
nott had  waved  the  bufinefs,  becaufe  he  would  not 
wrong  a  friend  of  mine:  that  his  brother  is  to  be 
a  lieutenant,  and  Bernage  is  made  a  captain.  £ 
called  at  his  lodging,  and  the  foldier's  Cojfee-houfe^ 
to  put  him  out  of  pain,  but  cannot  find  him  ;  fo 
I  have  left  word,  and  fnall  fee  him  to-morrow 
morning,  I  fuppofe.  Bernnge  is  now  cafy ;  he 
has  ten  fhillings  a  day,  befide  lawful  cheating. 
However,  he  gives  a  private  fum  to  his  colonel; 
but  it  is  very  cheap  :  his  colonel  loves  him  well, 
but  is  furprizcd  to  fee  him  have  fo  many  friends. 
So  he  is  now  quite  off  my  hands. — I  left  the  com- 
pany early  to-night  at  lord  treafurer's ;  but  the 
fecretary  followed  me,  to  defire  I  would  go  with 

him  to  IV .  Mr.  Lewises  man  came  in  before  I 

could  finifn  that  word  beginning  with  a  IV^  which 
ought  to  be  Wmdfor^  and  brought  me  a  very  hand- 
fome  rallying  letter  from  Dr.  Arhuthnott^  to  tell  me, 
he  had,    incompliance  tome,  given  up  his  bro- 

E  2  ther's 


(       52      ) 

ther's'pretenficns  in  favour  of  Bernage  this  very 
morning  ;  that  the  queen  had  fpoken  to  Mr.  Gran- 
tiille  to  make  the  company  eaiy  in  the  other's 
having  the  captainfliip.  Whether  they  have  done 
it  to  oblige  mc  or  no,  I  mufl  own  it  fo.  He  fays, 
he  this  very  morning  begged  her  majefty  to  give 
Mr.  Bernage  the  company.  1  am  mightily  well 
pleafed  to  have  fucceeded  fo  well ;  but  you  will 
think  me  tedious,  although  you  like  the  man,  as  I 
think. 

IViiidfor^  28.  I  Ciime  here  a  day  fooner  than  or- 
dinary,  at  Mr.  fecretary's  defire,  and  fupped  with 
him  and   Prior,    and   two  private  minifters   from 
France.,  and  a  French  priefr.     I  know   not  the  two 
minifters   names;    but  they  are  come  about  the 
Peace.     The  n^mes  the  fecretary  called   them,   I 
fuppofe,  were  feigned  ;    they  were  good   rational 
men.     We   have   alieady   fettled   all  things   with 
France.,  and  very  much  to  the  honour  and  advantage 
of  England -y   and  the  queen  is  in  mighty  good  hu- 
mour.    All  this  nev/s  is  a  mighty  fecret;  the  peo- 
ple in  general  knov/  that   a  Peace  is  forwarding. 
The  earl  of  Siraff'^rdis  to  go  foon  to  Flolland znd  let 
them  know  what  we  have  been  doing  :  and  then 
there  wili  be  the  devil  and  all  to  pay  ;  but  we'll 
make  them  fwallow  it  v/ith  a  pox.     The  French 
minifters  ftaid  v/ith   us  till  one,   and  the  fecretary 
and  I  fat  up  talking  t;ll  two  ;  fo  you  will  own  'tis 
late,  firrahs,  and  time  for  your  little  fancy  Prejio 
to  go  to  bed  and  flecp  adazy  ;  and  God  blefs  poor 
little  MD:    I  hope  they  are  now  faft  aileep  and 
dreaming  of  Frejio. 

29.  Lord  treafurer  came  to-night,  as  ufual,  at 
half  an  hour  after  eight,  as  dark  as  pitch.  I  am 
weary  of  chiding  him;  fo  I  commended  him  for 
obferving  his  friends  advice,  and  coming  fo  early, 
Uc,  I  was  two  hours  with  lady  Ogiethorp  to-night, 
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and  then  fupped  with  lord  trcafurer,  after  dining  at 
the  green-cloth  :  I  flayed  till  two ;  this  is  the 
effe6t  of  lord  treafurer's  being  here ;  I  muft 
fup  with  him,  and  he  keeps  curied  hours.  Lord 
keeper  and  the  fecretary  v\cre  abfent;  they  can- 
not fit  up  with  him.  This  long  fitting  up  makes 
the  periods  in  my  letters  fo  fnort.  J  defign  to 
ftay  here  all  next  week,  to  be  ac  leifure  by  my- 
feU,  to  finifli  fomcthing  of  weight  I  have  upon  my 
hands,  and  which  muft  foon  be  done.  I  fnall 
then  think  of  returning  to  Irsland-,  if  thefe  people 
will  let  me;  and  I  kno'v  nothing  elfe  they  have 
for  me  to  do.  I  g^ve  Dr.  Jrl>uthnott  my  thanks 
for  his  kindnefi  to  Bernao--'.  whofe  commifTion  is 
now  figned.  Methinks  1  long  to  know  fomething 
oi  Stella  i  health,  how  it  continues  after  IVexford 
waters. 

30.  The  queen  was  not  at  chapel  to-day,  and 
all  for  the  better,  for  we  had  a  dunce  to  preach  : 
Ihe  has  a  little  of  the  gout.  I  dined  with  my  bro- 
ther Maft)ain  and  a  moderate  company,  and  would 
not  go  to  lord  treafurer's  till  after  fuppcr  at  eleven 
o'clock,  and  pretended  I  had  miftaken  the  hour; 
io  I  ate  nothing:  and  a  little  after  twelve  the 
company  broke  up,  the  keeper  and  fecretary  rc- 
fufing  to  ftay;  fo  I  faved  this  night's  debauch. 
Prior  went  away  yefterday  with  his  Frenchmen^ 
and  a  thoufand  reports  arc  railed  in  this  town. 
Some  faid,  they  knew  one  to  be  the  Abbe  de  Po- 
lignac,  others  fwore  it  was  the  Abbe  du  Bois. 
The  IFhtgs  arc  in  a  rage  about  the  Peace  ;  but 
we'll  wherret  them,  I  warrant,  boys.  Go,  go, 
go  to  the  dean's,  and  don't  mind  politicks,  young 
women,  they  are  not  good  after  the  waters  ;  they 
are  ftark  naught ;  they  ftrike  up  into  the  head. 
Goj  get  tsvo  black  aces,  and  fiih  for  a  manilio. 
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OSf.  I.  Sir  ychn  Walters^  an  honeft  drunken 
fellow,  is  now  in  waiting,  and  invited  me  to  the 
green-cloth  to-day,  that  he  might  not  be  behind 
hand  with  colonel  Godfrey^  who  is  a  IVhig.  I  was 
engaged  to  the  Mayor's  feaft  with  Mr.  MoJJmm ; 
but  waiting  to  take  leave  of  lord  treafurer,  I  came 
too  late,  and  fo  returned  fneaking  to  the  green- 
cloth,  and  did  not  fee  my  lord  treafurer  neither  ; 
but  was  refolved  not  to  lofe  two  dinners  for  him. 
I  took  leave  to-day  of  my  friend  and  folicitor 
lord  Rivers,  who  is  commanded  by  the  queen  to 
fet  out  for  Hancver  on  Ihurjday,  The  fecretary 
docs  not  go  to  town  till  to-morrow  :  he  and  I 
^nd  two  friends  more  drank  a  fober  bottle  of  wine 
here  at  home,  and  parted  at  twelve ;  he  goes  by 
feven  to-morrow  morning,  fo  I  (hall  not  fee  him. 
I  have  power  over  his  cellar  in  his  abfence,  and 
make  little  ufe  of  it.  Lord  Dartmouth  and  my 
friend  Lewis  ftay  here  this  week ;  but  I  can  never 
work  out  a  dinner  from  Dartinouth.  A4aji)arn  has 
promifed  to  provide  for  me  :  I  fquired  his  lady 
out  of  her  chaife  to-day,  and  muft  vifit  her  in  a 
day  or  two.  So  you  have  had  a  long  fit  of  the 
fincft  wea'.her  in  the  world;  but  I  am  every  day 
in  pain  that  it  will  go  ofF.  I  have  done  no  bu- 
finefs  to-day :  I  am  very  idle. 

2.  My  friend  Lewis  and  I,  to  avoid  over-much 
eating,  and  great  tables,  dined  with  honeft  Jemmy 
Ecker/hall,  clerk  of  the  kitchen,  now  in  waiting  ; 
and  1  befpoke  my  dinner:  but  the  cur  had  your 
acquaintance  Lovet^  the  gentleman  porter,  to  be 
our  company  :  Lovet,  towards  the  end  of  dinner, 
after  twenty  vi^rigglings,  faid  he  had  the  honour 
to  fee  me  formerly  at  Moor-park,  and  thought 
he  remembered  my  face ;  1  faid  I  thought  L  re- 
membered hifX),  and  was  glad  to  fee   him,  ^c. 
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Slid  I  ^fcaped  for  that  much,  for  he  was  very  pert.' 
It  has  rained  all  this  dav,  and  I  doubt  our  c-ood 
weather  is  gone.  I  have  been  very  idle  this  after- 
noon, playing  at  twelve-penny  picquet  with  Lewii;^ 
I  won  ((t\/Q:a  (hillings,  which  is  the  only  money' 
I  won  this  year  ;  I  have  nor  played  above  four 
times,  and  1  think  always  at  il'hidjor :  cards  nre 
very  dear,  there  is.  a  duty  on  them  of  fixpence  a 
pack,  which  fpoils  fmall  gamefters. 

3.  Mr.  M-ijham  fent  this  morning  to  defire  I 
v/ould  ride  out  with  him,  the  weather  growing 
again  very  fine:  1  was  very  bufy,  and  fent  my  ex- 
cufes  ;^  but  defircd  he  would  provide  me  a  dinner: 
I  dined  v/ith  him,  his  lady,  and  her  filler,  Mrs. 
Hill^  who  invites  us  to-morrow  to  dine  with  her, 
and  we  are  to  ride  out  in  the  morning.  I  fat 
with  lady  OgUthorp  till  eight  this  evening,  then 
was  going  home  to  write;  looked  about  for  the 
woman  that  Iceeps  the  key  of  the  houfe;  (lie  told 
me  Patrick  had  it.  I  cooled  my  heels  in  the  cloif- 
ters  till  nine,  then  went  into  th.e  mufick-meeting, 
whfre  [  had  been  often  defired  to  go  -,  but  was 
weary  in  half  an  hour  of  their  fine  fluff  *,  and 
fiole  out  fo  privatel,'  that  every  boJy  faw  me; 
and  cooled  my  heels  in  the  clcifters  again  till  after 
ten  :  then  came  in  Patrick.  I  went  up,  fhut  the- 
chamber-door,  and  gave  him  two  or  three  fwing- 
ino;  cutfs  on  the  ear,  and  I  have  ftrained  the  thumb 
of  my  left  hand  with  pulling  him,  v/hich  I  did  not 
feel  until  he  was  gone.  He  was  piaguily  afraid 
and  humbled. 

4,  It  was  the  fineft  day  in  the  world,  and  we' 
got  out  before  eleven,  a  noble  caravan  of  us.     The 
d^ichefs  of  Shrezv/bury  in   her  own  chajfe  with  one 

*  S-wi/f,  like  fonie  others,  rather  hated  than  loved 
mufick, 
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horfe,  and  Mifs  Tcuchet  with  her ;  Mrs.  Majlm^n 
and  Mrs.  Scarborow,  one  of  the  drefl'ers,  in  one 
of  the  queen's  chaifes  ;  Mifs  Forefer  and  Mifs 
Scarborow^  two  maids  of  honour,  and  Mrs.  Hill  on 
horfeback.  The  duke  of  Sbrewjbury^  Mr.  MaJJj^ 
am^  George  Fielding^  Arbuthnoit  and  I  on  hoifeback 
too.  Mrs.  HilW  horfe  was  hired  for  Mifs  Scar- 
boroWf  but  (he  took  it  in  civiJity,  her  own  horfe 
•was  galled  and  could  not  be  rid,  but  kicked  and 
winced  :  the  hired  horfe  was  not  worth  eighteen 
pence.  I  borrowed  coat,  boots  and  horfe,  and  in 
Ihort  we  had  all  the  difficulties,  and  more  than  we 
lifed  to  have  in  making  a  party  from  Trim  to 
Lorigfield\  *.  My  coat  was  light  camblet,  faced 
with  red  velvet,  and  filver  buttons.  We  rode  in 
the  great  park  and  the  foreft  about  a  dozen  miles, 
and  the  duchefs  and  I  had  much  converfation  ; 
we  got  home  by  two,  and  Mr.  Mcjham^  his  lady, 
Arbuthnoit  and  I  dined  with  Mrs.  Hill.  Arbuthnoit 
made  us  all  melancholy,  by  feme  fymptoms  of 
bloody  ur — e  :  he  expeds  a  cruel  fit  of  the  ftone 
in  twelve  hours ;  he  fays  he  is  never  miftaken, 
and  he  appeared  like  a  man  that  was  to  be  racked 
to-morrow.  I  cannot  but  hope  it  will  not  be  fo 
bad  ;  he  is  a  perfectly  honeft  man,  and  one  I  have 
much  obligation  to.  It  rained  a  little  this  afternoon, 
and  grew  fair  again.  Lady  Oglethorp  fent  to  fpeak 
to  me,  and  it  was  to  let  me  know  that  lady  Ro- 
chejier  defires  fhe  and  I  may  be  better  acquainted. 
'Tis  a  little  too  late;  for  1  am  not  now  in  love 
^N\\\\\^.^^J  Rocheficr :  they  fliame  me  out  of  her, 
becaufe  ihe  is  old.  Arbuthnoit  fays  he  hopes  my 
drained  thumb  is  not  the  gout ;  for  he  has  often 
found  people  fo  m.idaken.     I  do   not   remember 

*  Mr.  Longfeld  lived  at  Killbride,  about  four  miles 
from  Trim. 
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the  particular  thing;  that  gave  it  me,  only  I  had  It 
juil  after  beating  Patrick,  and  now  it  is  better  j   lo 
I  believe  he  is  miilaken. 

5.  The  duchefs  of  ShrewfoJtry  fent  to  invite  me 
to  dinner;  but  I  was  abroad  lad  night  when  her 
fervant  came,  and  this  morning  1  fent  my  excufes, 
becaufe  I  was  engaged,  which  i  was  fony  for. 
Mis.  Fcrcjier  taxed  me  yefterday  about  the  hiftory 
of  the  maids  of  honour ;  but  i  told  her  fairly  it 
was  no  jeft  of  mine  ;  for  I  found  they  did  not  re- 
lifli  it  altogeiher  well  :  and  I  have  enough  already 
of  a  quarrel  with  that  brute  Sir  John  H  alters^  who 
has  been  railini;;  at  me  in  all  companies  ever  fmce 
I  dined  with  him  ;  that  I  abufed  the  queen's  meat 
and  drink,  and  faid,  nothing  at  the  table  was  good, 
and  all  ad lie;  for,  after  dinner,  commend- 
ing the  wine,  I  faid,  1  thought  it  was  fomething 
fmall.  You  would  wonder  how  all  my  friends 
lauiih  at  this  quarrel.  It  will  be  fuch  a  jeft  for 
the  keeper,  treafurer,  and  fecretary. — I  dined  with 
honeft  colonel  Godfrey^  t'^ok  a  good  walk  of  an 
hour  on  the  terrafs,  and  then  came  up  to  jfludy: 
but  it  grows  blooily  cold  and  1  have  no  waiftcoat 
here. 

0.  I  never  dined  with  the  chaplains  till  to-day; 
but  my  friend  Gajirel  and  the  dean  of  Rochelkr  had 
often  invited  me,  and  I  happened  to  be  difengaged; 
it  is  the  woift  provided  table  at  court.  Wc  ate  on 
pewter  :  every  chaplain,  when  he  is  made  a  dean, 
gives  a  piece  of  plate,  and  fo  they  have  got  a  little, 
fome  of 'it  very  old.  One  who  was  made  dean  of 
Peterborow  (a  fmall  deanry)  laid,  he  would  give 
no  plate;  he  was  only  dean  oi P.zvtaborow.  The 
news  of  Mr.  H'nTs  miibairiagc  in  his  expedition 
came  to-day,  and  I  went  to  vifit  Mxs.A4aJham  and 
Mrs.  /////,  his  two  filters,  to  condole  with  them. 
I  advifed  them  by  all  means  to  go  to  the  niufick- 
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tneettnc^  to-night,  to  (hew  they  were  not  raft  down, 
lye.  and  they  thought  my  advice   was   rio^ht,  and 
went.      1  doubt  Mr    H2II  and  his   admiral  made" 
wrong  fleps;    however,   we  lay  it  all  to   a  ftorm, 
fefr.     1  fat  with  the  fecretary  at  fupper;  then  we 
both  went  to  lord  treafurer's  fupper,  and  fat  till 
twelve.     The  fecreta-y  is  much    mortified   about 
M:II-f  becaufe  this  expedition  v/as  of  his  contriving, 
and  he  counted  much  upon  it;    but  lord  treafurer 
v/asjud  merry  as  ufual,   and  old  laughing   at  Sir 
^5/^72  IFohers  and  me  falling  out.     I  faid.  Nothing 
grieved  me,  but  that   they  would   take   example, 
and  perhaps  prefume  upon  it,  and  get  out  of  my 
government ;  but  that  1  thought  I  v/as  not  obliged 
to  govern  bears,   though  i  governed  men.     They 
promife  to  be  as  obedient  as  ever,  and  fo  we  laugh- 
ed : — and  fo  I  go   to   bed  ;    for  it   is  colder  ftill, 
and  you  have  a  fiie  now,  and  are  at  cards  at  home. 
7.  Lord  Harley  and   I  dined   privately   to-day 
with  Mrs.  Maflyam  and   Mrs.   Hdl^  and  my  bro- 
theT    Mt'Jham.       I    law    lord    Halifax   at    Court, 
and   we  joined   and  talked,    and  the  duchefs  of 
Shrewjhury  came  up  and   reproached   me   for  not 
dining  with  her :    I  faid,  That   was   not   fo  foon 
done;    for  I  expe61cd  more  advances  from   ladies, 
efpecially  duchciles:  die  promifed  to  comply  with 
any  demands  I  pleafed  ;  and  I  agreed  to  dine  with 
lier  to-morroiv,  if  I  did  not  go  to  London  too  foon, 
as  {  believe  I  fhali  before  dinner.     Lady  Oghthorp 
brought  me  end  the  duchefs  of  Hamilton  totreiher 
to-day  in  the  drawing-room,  and  1  have  given  her 
fome  encouragement,  but  not  much.     Every  body 
has  been  teazing  JValters,     He  told  lord  treafurer, 
that  he  took  his  company  from  him  that  were  to 
iS'xuc  with  him;  my  lord  faid.  Twill  fend  you  Dr. 
Swift :  lord  keeper  bid  him  take  care  what  he  did  ; 
For,  faid  he,  Dr,  Sivift  is  not  only  ail    our  f^- 
9  vouriiCj 
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vburite,    but   our  governor.     The  oiJ  company 
fupped  with  lord  trcafurer,  and  got  away  by  twelve. 
London,  8.    I   believe  I   fhall   go   no    more    to 
JVhulfor ;  for  we  cxped  the   queen  will   come  in 
ten  days  to  Hampton-Court.     It  was  froft  laft  night, 
and  cruel  cold  to-day.     I  could  not  dine  with  the 
duchefs  ;  for  I  left  IFimlfcr  half  an  hour  after  one 
with  lord  trcafurer,   and  we  called   at  Kenfwgton, 
where  Mrs.  MaJJ.mn  was   got  to  fee  her  children 
for  two  days.     I  dined,  or  rather  fupped  with  lord 
treafurer,   and  ftaid  till  after  ten.     Tifdall  and  his 
family  are  gone  from  hence,  upon   fome   wrangle 
with  the    family.     Yefterday    I    had    two  letters 
brought  me   to  Mr.   Maji)ams;    one  from   Fcrd^ 
and  t'other  from  our  little  MD,  N.  21.     I  would 
not  tell  you  tiil  to-day  becaufe  I  v.'ould  not.     I 
won't  anfwer  it  till  the  next,    becaufe  I  have  flipt 
two  days  by  being  at   Windfor,  which  I  muft  re- 
cover here.     Well,   firrahs,   I   muft  go  to  fleep* 
The  roads  were  as  dry  as  at  Midjiamner  to-day. 
This  letter  fhall  go  to-morrov/. 

9.  Mornino;.  It  rains  hard  this  morning;  I 
fuppofe  our  fair  weather  is  now  at  an  end.  I 
think  I'll  put  on  my  waiilcoat  to-day  :  fhall  I  ? 
Well,  I  will  then,  to  pleafe  MD.  I  think  of  dining 
at  home  to-day  upon  a  chop  and  a  pot.  The  town 
continues  yet  very  thin.  Lord  Strafford'xs  gone  to 
Holland  to  tell  them  what  we  have  done  here  to- 
wards a  Peace.  We  fliall  foon  hear  what  the 
Dutch  fay,  and  how  they  take  it.  My  humbls 
fcrvice  to  Mrs.  Walls,  Mrs.  Stoyte  and  Catherine, 
— Morrow,  deareft  firrahs,  and  farewell ;  and 
(j'od  Almighty  blefs  MD,  poor,  little,  dear  MD, 
for  fo  I  mean,  and  Prejh  too.  I'll  write  to  you 
again  to-night,  that  is,  I'll  begin  my  next  letter. 
Farewel,  ^c. 

Thl3 
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This  little  bit  belongs  to   MD  ;    we   muft  al- 
ways write   on   the   margin  *  ;      you    are    faucy 


rooiues. 


LETTER     XXXII. 

I  London,  Oflober  9,   1711, 

WAS  forced  to  lie  down  at  twelve  to-da)^, 
and  mend  my  night's  llcep  :  I  flept  till  afcer  two, 
and  then  ftrnt  for  a  bit  of  mutton  and  pot  of  ale 
from  the  next  cook's  (hop,  and  had  no  ftomach. 
1  went  out  at  four,  and  called  to  fee  Biddy  FIcyd, 
which  1  h  :d  not  done  thefe  th-ee  months  :  ilie  is 
fomcthing  marked,  but  has  recovered  her  com- 
plexion quite,  and  looks  very  well.  Then  I  fat 
the  evening  with  Mrs.  Vanhomrigh,  and  drank 
coffee,  and  ate  an  e'rs;-  I  likewife  took  a  new 
lodging  to-day,  not  liking  a  grour;d  floor,  nor 
the  ill  fmcll,  and  other  circumftances.  I  lodge, 
or  fhall  lodge,  by  Ldcefler- Fields^  and  pay  ten  (hil- 
lings a  week;  that  won't  holdout  long,  faith.  I 
ftall  lie  here  but  one  night  more.  It  rained  ter- 
ribly til!  one  o'clock  today.  I  lie,  fori  fhall 
lie  here  two  nights,  till  Tkwfdoy^  and  then  remove. 
Did  I  tell  you  that  my  friend  Mrs.  Barton  has  a 
brother  drowned,  that  went  on  the  expedition 
with  "Jack  Hill?  He  was  a  lieutenant- colonel, 
and  a  coxcomb;  and  flie  keeps  her  chamber  in 
form,  and  the  fervants  fay,  (lie  receives  no  meiTages. 
— Anfwer  MD""^  letter,  Prejh,  d'ye  hear  ?  No, 
fays  Prcjh,  I  won't  yet,  I'm  bufy:  you're  a  faucy 
logire.     Who  talks  ? 

*  This  happens  to  be  the  only  fingle  h'ne  wrjften  upon 
the  margin  >  f  any  of  his  journa's.  By  fome  accident 
there  was  a  margin  about  as  broad  as  the  back  of  a  ra- 
zz,T^  and  theiefore  he  made  this  ufe  of  it. 

m  IC.   It 
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lo.  It  coft  me  two  (hillings  in  coach-hire  ia 
i\ne  in  the  city  with  a  printer.  I  have  fent,  anJ 
caufed  to  be  fent,  three  pamphlets  out  in  a  fort- 
night. 1  will  ply  the  rogues  warm,  and  whenever 
any  thing  of  theirs  makes  a  noifc,  it  ihall  have  an 
anfwer.  I  have  inftruded  an  under- fpur-leather 
to  write  fo,  that  it  is  taken  for  mine.  A  rogue 
that  writes  a  news- paper  called  Tbe  Protejlant  Poji- 
boy^  his  refledled  on  me  in  one  of  his  papers;  but 
the  fecrctary  has  taken  him  up,  and  hefiiall  have 
a  fqueeze  extraordinary.  He  fays,  that  an  ambi- 
tious "lantivy,  milfing  of  his  towering  hopes  of 
preferment  in  Ireland,  is  come  over  to  vent  his 
fpleen  on  the  late  miniftry,  Ijfc.  I'll  Tanihy 
him  with  a  vengeance.  I  lat  the  evening  at  home 
and  am  very  bufy,  and  can  hardly  find  time  to 
write  unlefs  it  were  to  AID.  1  am  in  furious 
hafte. 

1 1.  I  dined  to-day  with  lord  tieafurer.  Thurs- 
days are  now  his  days  when  his  choice  company 
comes,  but  we  are  too  much  multiplied.  George 
Granville  fent  his  excufes  upon  being  ill;  I  hear 
he  apprehends  the  apoplexy,  which  would  grieve 
me  much.  Lord  trealuier  calls  Prior  nothinr.-  but 
Monfieur  Baudrier,  which  was  the  feigned  name 
of  the  Frenchman  that  wiin  his  journey  to  Paris. 
They  pretend  to  fufpcdt  me,  fo  I  talk  freely  of  if, 
and  put  them  out  of  their  play.  Lord  treafurer 
calls  me  now  Dr.  Martin,  bccaufe  Martin*  is  a 
fort  of  a  fwallov/,  and  fo  is  a  Svaift.  When  he  and 
I  came  laft  Monday  from  IVindfor^  we  were  reading 
all  the  fignsf  on  the  road.     He  is  a  pure  trifler; 

tcU 

*  From  this  pleafantry  of  my  lord  Oxford,  the  appel- 
lative Martinus  Scrihlcrus  took  its  rlf<% 

f  Vide  6"it//?"b  imitations  oi  Horace^  Lib.  II,  Sat.  6. 

whue 
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tell  the  bifliop  of  Clogher  fo.  I  made  him  mak^ 
two  lines  in  veife  for  the  Bell  and  Dragon,  and 
they  were  rare  bad  ones.  I  ftippofe  Dilly  is  with 
you  by  this  time  :  what  could  his  reafon  be  of 
leaving  London^  and  not  owning  it?  'Twas  plaguy 
filly.  I  believe  his  natural  inconftancy  made  him 
wearv  ;  I  think  he  is  the  king  of  inconftancy.  I 
ftaved  with  lord  treafurer  till  ten ;  we  had  five 
lo/ds  and  three  commoners.  Go  to  ombre,  fir- 
rahs; 

12.  Mrs.  Vanhonuigh  has  changed  her  lodging 
as  well  as  I.     She  found  (he  had  got  with  a  bawd, 
and  removed  :  I  dined  with  her  to-day ;  for  though 
fhe  boards,    her  landlady  does   not  dine  with  her. 
I  am  grown  a  mighty  lover  of  herrings  ;  but  they 
are  much  fmaller   here  than  with   you.     In   the 
afternoon  I  vifited  an  old  major-general,   and  eat 
fix  oyfters ;    then  fat  an  hour  with  Mrs.  Colledge, 
the  joiner's  daughter  that  was  hanged ;  it  was  the 
joiner  was   hanged,   and  not  bis   daughter;    with 
Thorn: foil's  wife,  a  magiftrate.     There  was  the  fa- 
mous Mrs.  Floyd  of  Chejier,   v/ho,    I  think,   is  the 
handfomeft  woman  (except  MD)  that  ever  I  faw. 
She  told  me,   that  tv.'enty  people  had  fent  her  the 
verfes  upon  Biddy,   as  meant  to  her :  and  indeed, 
in  point  of  handfomenefs,  fhe  deferves  them  much 
better.     I  will  not  go  to  Whidfor  to-morrow,  and 
fo  I  told  the  fecretary  to-day.     I  hate  the  thoughts 
gI  Saturday  and  Sunday  fuppers  with  lord  treafurer. 
yack  Hill  is  come  home  from  his  unfortunate  ex- 

where  he  gives  an  nccount  of  what  fort  of  tattle  enter- 
tained my  lord  Oxford  s-xxA  him  upon  the  road  to  Wind-^ 
for;    and,    among  other  whim?,    how,  as  the  chariot 
paffed  along, 

They  gravely  try'd  to  read  the  lines 
Writ  underneath  the  country  Signs. 
f  peditlon. 
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pedhion,  and  is,  I  think,  now  at  If^indfof :  I  har5 
not  yet  feen  him.  He  is  privately  blamed  by  his 
own  friends  for  want  of  condu6t.  He  called  a 
council  of  war,  and  therein  it  was  determined  to 
come  back.  But  they  fay,  a  general  fhould  not 
do  that,  becaufe  the  ofHcers  will  alvz-ys  give  theif 
opinion  for  returning,  fmce  the  blame  will  not  lie 
upon  them,  but  the  general :  I  pity  him  heartily, 
Bernagc  received  his  commifiion   to-day. 

13,  I  dined  to-day  with  colonel  Crozve^  latd 
governor  oi  Barhadoes  -,  he  is  a  great  acquaintance 
of  your  friend  iS^^rw^,  to  whom  1  trufled  t lie  box. 
Lord  treafurer  has  refufed  Sterne's  bufincfs ;  and 
I  doubt  he  is  a  rake ;  Jemmy  Leigh  ftays  for  him, 
and  nobody  knows  where  to  find  him.  I  am  {o 
bufy  nov*',  I  have  hardly  time  to  fpare  to  write  ta 
our  little  MD  ;  but  in  a  fortnight  I  hope  it  will 
be  over.     1  am  going  now  to  be  bufy,  (^c. 

14.  I  was  going  to  dine  with  Dr.  Cockburrty 
but  Sir  Andrew  Fountain  met  me,  and  car-ried  me 
trO  Mrs.  Van%^  where  I  drank  the  laft  bottle  of 
Raymmd\  wine,  admirable  good,  better  than  any 
1  get  among  the  miniftry.  1  muft  pick  up  time  to 
anfwer  this  letter  of  MD's^  Til  do  it  in  a  day  or 
two  for  certain. — I  am  glad  I  am  not  at  Windpsr, 
for  it  is  very  cold,  and  I  won't  have  a  fire  till  'No- 
vemler.  1  am  contriving  how  to  flop  up  my  grate 
with  bricks.  Patrick  was  drunk  laft  nio-ht;  but 
did  not  come  to  me,  elfc  I  fhould  have  given  him 
t'other  cuff.  I  fat  this  evening  with  Mrs.  Barton, 
it  is  the  firft  day  of  her  feeing  company  j  but  I 
made  her  merry  enough,  and  v/e  vv'ere  three  hours 
difputing  upon  IVhig  and  To-ry.  She  grieved  for 
her  brother  only  for  form,  and  he  was  a  fad  do». 
Is  Stella  well  enough  to  go  to  church,  pray  ?  no 
nummings  left?  no  darkncfs  in  your  eyes?  do 
you  walic  and  cxercifc?  Your  exercife  is  ombre. — 

People 
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people  are  coming  up  to  town  ;  the  queen  will  bs 
at  Hampton-court  in  a  week.  Lady  Betty  Gerrnain^ 
I  hear,  is  come,  and  lord  Pembroke  is  coming :  hia 
nev/  wife  is  as  big  with  child  as  flie  can  tumble. 

15.  I  fat  at  home  till  four  this  afternoon  to-day 
writing,  and  ate  a  roll  and  butter;  then  vifited 
Will.  Congreve  an  hour  or  tv/o,  and  fupped  with 
lord  treafurer,  who  came  from  Windjor  to-day, 
and  brought  Prior  with  him.  The  queen  has 
thanked  Prior  for  his  good  fervice  in  France^  and 
promifed  to  make  him  a  commiflioner  of  the  cuf- 
toms.  Several  of  that  commillion  are  to  be  out ; 
among  the  reft,  my  friend  Sir  A^attbiW  Dudley -y 
I  can  do  nothing  for  him,  he  is  fo  hated  by  the 
ininiftry.  Lord  trealurer  kept  me  till  twelve,  fo 
I  need  not  tell  you  it  is  now  late. 

16.  I  dined  to- day  with  Mr.  fecretary  at  Dr. 
Cotefworth'Sy  where  he  now  lodges  till  his  houfe  be 
got  ready  in  Golden- Square.  One  Eoyer^  a  French 
dog,  has  abuled  me  in  a  pamphlet,  and  I  have  got 
him  up  in  a  nitflenger's  hands :  the  fecretary  pro- 
niifes  me  to  fwinge  him.  Lord  treafurer  told  me 
laft  nip-ht  that  he  had  the  honour  to  be  abufed  with 

O 

me  in  a  pamphlet.  I  muft  make  that  rogue  an 
example  for  warning  to  others.  I  was  to  fee  Jack 
Hill  this  morning,  who  made  that  unfortunate  ex- 
pedition; and  there  is  Oill  more  misfortune;  for 
that  fhip,  which  was  admiral  of  his  fleer,  is  blown 
up  in  the  Thames,  by  an  accident  and  carelefnefs 
of  fome  rogue,  who  was  going,  as  they  think,  to 
ileal  fome  gun-powder  :  live  hundred  men  are  loft  ; 
we  don't  yet  know  the  particulars.  I  am  got 
home  by  feveii,  and  am  going  to  be  bufy,  and  you 
are  going  to  play  and  fupper;  you  live  ten  times 
happier  than  I :  but  i  fliould  live  ten  times  hap- 
pier than  you,  if  I  were  with  MD.  I  fav/  'Jemmy 
Leigh  to-day  in  the  ftreet,  who  tells  me  that  Sterne 

has 
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has  not  lain  above  once  thefe  three  weeks  in  his 
lodgings,  and  he  doubts  he  takes  ill  courfes;  he 
ftays  only  till  he  can  find  Sterne  to  go  along  with 
him,  and  he  cannot  hear  of  him,  I  begged  him 
to  enquire  about  the  box  when  he  comes  to  Chef-' 
ter^  which  he  promifes. 

17.  The  fecrctary  and  I  dined  to-day  with  Bri- 
gadier Brittofi,  a  great  friend  of  his.  The  lady  of 
the  houfe  is  very  galante,  about  thirty-five ;  fhe 
is  faid  to  have  a  great  deal  of  wit ;  but  I  fee  no- 
thing among  any  of  them  that  equals  A[D  by  a 
bar's  length,  as  hope  faved.  My  lord  treafurer  is 
much  out  of  order;  he  has  a  fore  throat,  and  the 
gravel,  and  a  pain  in  his  breaft  where  the  wound 
was  :  pray  God  preferve  him.  The  queen  comes 
to  Hcimpion- Court  on  Tuefday  next ;  people  are  com- 
ing fail  to  town,  and  I  mult  anfwer  MD's  letter, 
which  I  can  hardly  find  time  to  do,  though  I  am 
at  home  the  greateft  part  of  the  day.  Lady  Betty 
Germa:n  and  :  were  difputing  ll'hig  and  Tory  to 
death  this  morning.  She  is  grown  very  far,  and 
looks  mighty  well.  Biddy  Fi'.ydwdiS  there,  and  fhe 
is,  I  think,  very  much  fpoiled  with  the  fmall- 
pox. 

18.  Lord  treafurer  is  flill  out  of  order,  and 
that  breaks  our  method  of  dinm^  there  to-day. 
He  is  often  fubjedl  to  a  fore  throat,  and  fome  time 
or  other  it  will  kill  him,  unlefs  he  takes  more  care 
than  he  is  apt  to  do.  It  was  faid  about  the  town 
that  poor  lord  Peter horow  was  dead  at  Frankfort i 
but  he  is  fomething  better,  and  the  queen  is  lend- 
ing him  to  Italy,  where  I  hope  the  warm  climate 
will  recover  him;  he  has  abundance  of  excellent 
qualities,  and  we  love  one  another  mightily.  I 
was  this  afternoon  in  the  city,  eat  a  bit  of  meat, 
and  fettled  fome  things  with  a  printer.  I  will  an- 
fwer  your  letter  on  Saturday^  if  polTible,  and  then 

Vol.  V.  F  fend 
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fend  away  this;  fo  to  fetch  up  the  odd  days  I  loft 
at  Wind/or,  and  keep  conftarit  to  my  fortnight. 
Ombre  aire  is  now  coming  on,  and  we  (hall  have 
nothing  but  r/lanleyy  and  WalU^  and  Stoytes,  and 
the  dean.'^  Have  you  got  no  new  acquaintance? 
Poor  girls ;  no  body  knows  MD's  gooa  qualities. 
*Ti^  very  cold ;  but  I  will  not  have  a  fire  till  N'o- 
vember^  that's  pozz.  Well,  but  coming  home  to- 
night, I  fouiid  on  my  table  a  letter  from  MD-y 
faith  I  was  angry,  that  is  with  myfelf  j  and  I  was 
afraid  too  to  lee  JktD's  hand  fo  loon,  for  fear  of 
fomething,  I  don't  know^  what :  at  laft  I  opened 
it,  and  it  was  over  well,  and  a  bill  for  the  two 
hundred  guineas.  However,  'tis  a  fad  thing  that 
this  letter  is  not  gone,  nor  your  twenty-firft  an- 
fwered  yet. 

ig.-  i  was  invited  to-day  to  dine  with  Mrs.  ^«, 
with  fome  c<  mpany  who  did  not  come;  but  1  ate 
nothing  but  herrings:  you  muft  know  I  hardly 
ever  eat  of  above  one  thing,  and  that  the  plaineli 
ordinary  meat  at  table;  I  love  it  beft,  and  believe 
it  whclefoaieii:.  You  love  rarities 4  yes  you  do; 
I  wifii  you  had  all  that  I  ever  fee  where  1  go.  I 
was  coming  home  early,  and  met  the  fecretary  in 
his  chair,  who  perfuaded  me  to  go  with  him  to 
Britten  s ;  for  he  faid,  he  had  been  all  day  at  bu- 
fmels,  and  had  eaten  nouMng.  So  I  went,  and 
the  time  paft  fo,  that  we  ftaid  till  two,  fo  you  may 
believe  'tis  late  enough. 

20.  This  day  has  gone  all  wrong,  by  fitting  up 
fo  late  lalt  night.  Lord  treafurer  is  not  yet  weP, 
and  can't  go  to  Wincljor.  I  dined  with  Sir  Mai- 
■  t^-ew  Dudley^  and  took  occafion  to  hint  to  h  m 
that  he  would  lofe  his  employment,  for  which  I 
am  very  lorry.  Lord  Pembroke  and  his  family  are 
ali  come  to  town.  I  was  kept  fo  long  at  a  friend's 
this  evening}  that  I  cannot  fend  this   to  night. 

When 
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When  I  knocked  at  my  lodgings,  a  fellow  alked 
me  where  lodged  Dr.  Swiftf'  I  told  him  I  was 
the  perfon  :  he  gave  me  a  letter  he  brought  from 
the  fecretary's  office,  and  I  gave  him  a  tliiHino- : 
when  I  came  up,  I  faw  Dingleys  hand  :  faich  1  was 
afraid,  I  do  not  know  what.  At  lail:  it  was  a  for- 
mal letter  from  Dirigley  ?Lho\\t  her  exchequer  bufi- 
nefs.  Well,  I'll  do  it  on  Mofiday^  and  fettle  it 
with  Tooke.  And  now,  boys,  for  your  letter,  I 
mean  the  firft,  N.  21.  Let's  fee;  come  out,  li(:- 
tle  letter.-^I  never  had  the  letter  from  the  biiliop 
that  Raymo}id  mentions ;  but  I  have  written  to 
JSed  Southwell  to  defire  the  duke  of  Onnond  to 
fpeak  to  his  reverence  that  he  may  leave  off  his 
impertinence.  What  a  pox  can  they  think  I  am 
doing  for  the  archbifliop  here  ?  You  have  a  pretty 
notion  of  me  in  Ireland^  to  make  me  an  agent  for 
the  archbifliop  of  Dublin. — Why ;  do  you  think 
I  value  your  people's  ingratitude  about  my  part 
in  ferving  them?  I  remit  them  iWw  F'nyi- Fruits 
of  Ingratitude,  as  freely  as  I  got  the  other  remit- 
ted to  them.  This  lord  treafurer  defers  writing 
his  letter  to  them,  or  elfe  they  would  be  plaguily 
confounded  by  this  time.  For,  he  defigns  to  give 
the  merit  of  it  wholly  to  the  queen  and  me,  and 
to  let  them  know  it  was  done  before  the  duke  of 
Onnond  was  lord  lieutenant.  You  vifit,  you  dine 
abroad,  you  fee  friends  ;  you  pilgarliclc ;  you  walk 
from  Fiiig!nfs,  you  a  cat's  foot.  O^Lord—Lady  Gore 
hung  her  child  by  the  waift;  what  is  that  waiji*, 
I  don't   undcrftand  the  word  ;  he   mull  har-.cr  on 

I* 
*  With  ;rreat  refpeft  tn  t'le  Dr.'s  iudgment,  perhaps 
Stella's  oiuiography  niioht  be  defended  apa'nll  tlie  tv- 
ranny  of  her  inftruilor ;  at  lejft  flie  has  all  the  moderns 
on  her  fide  :  however  indeed,  avajl  as  well  as  Kvaijl,  is 
to  be  met  with  in  Littleton '^  didlionary. 
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till  you  explain  or  fpell  it. — I  don't  belieye  he 
was  pretty,  that's  a  liiii. — Pilh ;  burn  your  Firjl- 
Fruits ;  again  at  it-  Stella  has  made  twenty  falfe 
fpellings  in  her  writing;  I'll  fend  them  to  you  all 
back  again  on  the  other  fide  of  this  letter,  to  mend 
them;  I  won't  mi fs  one.  Why;  I  think  there 
■were  feventeen  bifl:iops  names  to  the  letter  lord 
Oxford  received. — I  will  fend  you  fome  pamphlets 
by  Leigh  :  put  me  in  mind  of  it  on  Monday.,  for  I 
lliall  go  then  to  the  printer;  yes,  and  the  Mifcel- 
lany.  I  am  mightily  obliged  to  Walls.,  but  I  don't 
deferve  it  by  any  ufage  of  him  here,  having  feen 
him  but  twice,  and  once  en  pajfant.  Mrs.  Manley 
forfworn  ombre !  What ;  and  no  blazing  ftar  ap- 
pear ?  no  monfters  born  ?  no  whale  thrown  up  ? 
Have  you  not  found  out  fome  evafion  for  her  ?  She 
had  no  fuch  regard  to  oaths  in  her  younger  days. 
I  got  the  books  for  nothing,  madam  Dingley;  but 
the  wine  I  got  not;  it  was  but  a  promife. — Yes, 
my  head  is  pretty  well  in  the  main,  only  now 
and  then  a  little  threatning  or  fo. — You  talk  of 
my  reconciling  fome  great  folks.  I  tell  you  what. 
The  fecretary  told  me  laft  night,  that  he  had 
found  the  reafon  why  the  queen  was  cold  to  him 
for  fome  months  paft;  that  a  friend  had  told  it 
him  yefterday  ;  and  it  was,  that  they  fufpeiled  he 
Vv'as  at  the  bottom  with  the  duke  oi  Marlborough. 
Then  he  faid,  he  had  refledted  upon  all  I  had  fpo- 
ken  to  him  long  ago ;  but  he  thought  it  had  been 
only  my  fufpicion,  and  my  zeal  and  kindnefs  for 
him.  i  faid  I  had  reafon  to  take  that  very  ill, 
to  imagine  I  knew  fo  little  of  the  world  as  to  talk 
at  a  venture  to  a  great  minifter;  that  I  had  gone 
between  him  and  lord  treafurer  often,  and  told 
each  of  them  what  I  had  faid  to  the  other,  and 
that  I  had  informed  him  fo  before  :  he  faid  all  that 
you  may  iiijagine  to  excufe  himfelf,  and  approve  my 
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conduct.  I  told  him,  I  knew  all  along,  that  this 
proceeding  of  mine  was  the  fureft  way  to  fend  me 
back  to  my  willows  in  Ireland,  but  that  I  regarded 
it  not,  provided  I  could  do  the  kingdom  fervsce 
in  keeping  them  well  together.  I  minded  him 
how  often  I  had  told  lord  treafurer,  lord  keeper, 
and  him  together,  that  all  things  depended  on 
their  union,  and  that  my  comfort  was  to  fee 
them  love  one  another;  and  I  had  told  them  all 
fingly,  that  I  had  not  faid  this  by  chance,  fcf<:.  He 
was  in  a  rage  to  be  thus  fufpei^ed ;  fwears  he  will 
be  upon  a  better  foot,  or  none  at  <ill :  and  I  do  not 
fee,  how  they  can  well  want  him  in  this  juncture. 
I  hope  to  find  a  v/ay  of  fettling  this  matter.  I 
zQ.  an  honeft  part ;  that  will  bring  me  neither  pro- 
fit nor  praife.  MD  muft  think  the  better  of  me 
for  it :  nobody  elfe  {hall  ever  know  it.  Here's 
politicks  enough  for  once;  but  madam,  D,  D. 
gave  me  occafion  for  it.  I  think  I  told  you  I 
have  got  into  lodgings  that  don't  fmell  ill — O 
Lord  !  the  fpe^iacles  :  well  I'll  do  that  on  Monday 
too;  although  it  goes  againft  me  to  be  employed 
for  folks  that  neither  you  nor  1  care  a  groat  for. 
Is  the  eight  pounds  from  Hawhjhaw  included  in 
the  thirty- nine  pounds  five  fhillings  and  two- 
pence ?  How  do  I  know  by  this  how  my  account 
ftajids  ?  Can^t  you  write  five  or  fix  lines  to  caft  it 
up?  Mine  is  forty-four  pounds  per  annum,  and 
eight  pounds  from  Hawhjhato  makes  fifty- two 
pounds.  Pray  fet  it  right,  and  let  me  know;  you 
had  beft. — And  fo  now  I  have  anfwered  A^.  21, 
and  'tis  late,  and  I  will  anfvver  N.  ii  in  my  next : 
this  cannot  go  to-night,  but  Ihall  on  Tuefday  :  and 
fo  go  to  your  play,  and  lofe  your  money,  with  your 
two  eggs  a  penny;  filly  jade;  you  witty?  very 
pretty. 

F  3  21.  Mrs, 
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9.1,  Mrs.  Fan  would  have  me  dine  v/Ith  her 
again  to-day,  and  fo  I  did,  though,  lady  Mountjoy 
Jias  fent  two  or  three  times  to  have  me  fee  and  dine 
with  her,  and  (he  is  a  little  body  I  love  very  well. 
My  head  has  ached  a  little  in  the  evenings  thcfe 
three  or  four  days,  but  it  is  not  of  the  giddy  fort, 
fo  1  do  not  much  value  it.  I  was  to  fee  lord  Har- 
ley  to-day,  but  lord  treafurer  took  phyfick,  and  I 
eould  not  fee  him.  Ke  has  voided  much  gravel, 
and  is  better,  but  not  well ;  he  talks  of  going  on 
Tuefday  to  fee  the  queen  at  Hampton-Court ;  I  wiih 
he  may  be  able.  I  never  faw  fo  fine  a  fummer 
day  as  this  was  ;  how  is  it  with  you  pray  ?  and 
can't  you  remember,  naughty  packs.  I  han't 
feen  lord  Pembroke  yet.  He  will  be  forry  to  mifs 
Ddly :  I  wonder  you  fay  nothing  of  Dilly's  being 
got  to  Ireland;  if  he  be  not  there  foon,  I  fliall 
have  fome  certain  odd  thoughts;  siuefs  them  if 
ycu  can. 

22.  I  dined  in  the  city  to-day  with  Dr.  Frelndy 
at  one  of  my  printers  ;  I  enquired  for  Leigh^  but 
could  not  find  him  :  I  have  forgot  what  fort  of 
apron  you  v/ant.  I  mufl:  rout  among  your  letters, 
a  needle  in  a  bottle  of  hay.  I  gave  Sterne  direc- 
tions, but  where  to  find  him  Lord  knows.  I 
have  befpoken  the  fpeiSlacles  ;  got  a  fet  of  Exa- 
miners^ and  five  pamphlets,  which  I  have  either 
written  or  contributed  to,  except  the  beft,  which 
is  the  Vindication  of  the  duke  ij/'Marlborough  ;  and 
is  entirely  of  the  author  of  the  Atalantis.  I  have 
fettled  Dinghy  ?,  affair  v/ith  Tooke.^  who  has  under- 
taken it,  and  underftands  it.  I  have  befpoken  a 
Mifcellany:    what  would  you   have  me   do  more  ?  ^ 

It  coft  me  a  {billing  coming  home;  it  rains  terri- 
bly, and  did  fo  in  the  morning.  Lord  treafurer 
has  had  an  ill  day,  in  much  pain.     He  writes  and 
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does  bufinefs  in  his  chamber  now  he  is  ill :  the 
man  is  bewitched;  he  defires  to  fee  me,  and  I'll 
maul  him,  but  he  will  not  value  it  a  ru(h. — I  am 
half  weary  of  them  all.  I  often  burft  out  into 
thefe  thoughts,  and  will  certainly  deal  away  as 
foon  as  I  decently  can.  I  have  many  friends, 
and  many  enemies  ;  and  the  laft  are  more  conftant 
in  their  nature.  I  have  no  fhuddering  at  all  to 
think,  of  retiring  to  my  old  circumftances,  if  you 
can  be  eafy;  but  I  will  always  live  in  Ireland  zs 
I  did  the  laft  time  ;  1  will  not  hunt  for  dinners 
there  ;  nor  converfe  with  more  than  a  very  few. 

23.  Morning,  This  goes  to-day,  and  (hall  be 
fealed  by  and  bye.  Lord  treafurer  takes  phyfick 
again  to-day;  I  believe  I  jfhall  dine  with  lord 
Dupplin.  Mr.  Tooke  brought  me  a  letter  directed 
for  me  at  Morpheius  the  bookfeller.  I  fuppofe, 
by  the  poftage,  it  came  from  Ireland;  it  is  a  wo- 
man's hand,  and  feems  falfe  fpelt  on  purpofe;  it 
is  in  fuch  fort  of  verfe  as  Harris's  petition;  ral- 
lies me  for  writing  merry  things,  and  nnt  upon 
divinity  ;  and  is  like  the  fubjeit  of  the  archbiiliop's 
laft  letter,  as  I  told  you.  Can  you  guefs  whom 
it  came  from  ?  it  is  not  ill  written  ;  pray  find  it 
out;  there  is  a  Latin  verfe  at  the  end  of  it  all 
rightly  fpelt ;  yet  the  Englijh^  as  I  think,  afFecledly 
wrong  in  many  places. — My  plaguing  time  is 
coming.  A  young  fellow  brought  me  a  letter 
from  judge  Cootc^  with  recommendation  to  be  lieu- 
tenant of  a  man  of  war.  He  is  the  fon  of  one 
Echlin^  who  was  minifter  of  Belfajl  before  Tifdall^ 
and  I  have  got  fome  other  new  cuftomers  ;  but 
I  fliall  trouble  my  friends  as  little  as  poflible. 
Saucy  Stella  ufed  to  jeer  me  for  meddling  with 
other  folks  affairs;  but  now  I  am  puniftied  for  it. 
— Patrick  has  brought  the  candle,  and  I  have  no 
more  room.     Farewel,  i3'c.  ^c, 
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Here  is  a  full  and  true  account  of  Btella'%  new 
fpelling. 

Plaguely,  —         —     Plaguily*. 

Dineing,  —         —     Dining. 

Straingers,       —         —     Strangers. 

Chais,  —         —     Chafe  f. 

Waift,  ~         —     Waft. 

Houer,  —         —     Hour. 

Immagin,         —         —     Imagine. 

A  bout,  —         —     About. 

Inteliegence,   —         —     Intelligence. 

Aboundance,  —         —     Abundance. 

Merrit,  —         —     Merit. 

Secreet,  —         —     Secret. 

Phamphlets,     —         —     Pamphlets. 

Buffinefs,  —         —     Bufmefs. 

Tell  me  truly,  firrah,  how  many  of  thefe  are  mif- 
takes  of  the  pen,  and  bow  many  are  you  to  an- 
Ivver  for  as  real  ill  fpelling  ?  There  are  but  fourteen  ; 
1  faid  twenty  by  guefs.  You  mud  not  be  angry, 
for  I  will  have  you  fpell  right,  let  the  world  go 
how  it  v/ill.  Though  after  alt,  there  is  but  a 
miftake  of  one  le^'ier  in  any  of  thefe  words.  I  al- 
low you  henceforth  but  fix  falfe  fpellings  in  every 
letter  you  fend  me. 

*  This  column  of  words,  as  they  are  corredled-,  is  in 
Stella's  hand. 

f  Yet  here  is  one  word  Hill  falfe  fpelt. 
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LETTER    XXXIir. 

London,  Oft,  Z3,  I711, 

I  DINED  with  lord  Dupplin^  as  I  told  you  I 
would,  and  put  my  thirty-fecond  into  the  poft-of- 
fice  my  own  felf ;  and  1  believe  there  has  not  been 
one  moment  fince  we  parted,  wherein  a  letter  was 
not  upon  the  road  goina;  or  commg  to  or  fromi 
PMD  *.  If  the  queen  knew  it,  fhe  would  give  us 
a  penfion ;  for  it  is  we  bring  good  luck  to  their  poft- 
boys  and  their  pacquets  :  elfe  they  would  break 
their  necks  and  fmk.  But,  an  old  faying  and  a 
true  one ;  Be  it  fnow  or  ftorni  or  hail,  PA^D's 
letters  never  fail :  Crofs  winds  may  fomctimes 
make  them  tarry ;  But  PMD's  letters  can't  mif- 
carry. — Terrible  rain  to-day,  but  it  cleared  up 
at  night  enough  to  fave  my  twelve-pence  com- 
ing home.  Lord  treafurer  is  much  better  this 
evening.  I  hate  to  have  him  ill,  he  is  fo  con- 
foundedly carelefs.  I  wont  anfwer  your  letter  yet, 
fo  be  fatisfied. 

24.  I  called  at  lord  treafurer's  to-day  at  noon ; 
he  was  eating  fome  broth  in  his  bed-chamber,  un- 
drefled,  with  a  thoufand  papers  about  him.  He 
has  a  little  fever  upon  him,  and  his  eye  terribly 
blood-ftiot;  yet  he  drefied  himfelf,  and  went  out 
to  the  treafury.  He  told  me,  he  had  a  letter 
from  a  lady  with  a  complaint  againft  me,  it  was 
from  Mrs.  Cutis,  a  fifter  of  lord  Cutts,  who  writ 
to  him,  that  I  had  abufed  her  brother :  you  re- 
member the  Salamander ;  it  is  printed  in  the  Mif- 
cellany.  I  told  my  lord,  that  I  would  never  re- 
gard complaints,  and  that  I  expected  whenever 
he  received  any  againft  me,  he  would  immediately 

*  That  is,  Prejio  and  MD, 
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put  them  into   the  fire,  and  forget  them,  elfe  I 
fliould  hav'i  no  quiet. — -I  had  a  little  turn  in   my 
head  this  morning;    which,  though  it  did  not  laft 
above  a  moment,  yet  being  of  the  true  fort,  has 
made  me  as  weak  as  a  dog  all  this  day.     'Tis  the 
firfl:  I  have  had  this    half  year.     I  fhall  take  my 
pills  if  I  heir  of  it  again.     1  dined  at  lady  Mount- 
joy\  with  H<rry  Cootc^   and  went  to  fee  lord  Pe7n- 
broke  upon  his  coming  to  town. — The  Whig  party 
are  furious  againft  a  Peace,   and  every  day  fome 
ballad  comes  out  refleding  on  the  miniftry  on  that 
account.     The  fecrctary  St.  'John  has   feized  on  a 
dozen  bookfellers  and  publifhers,   into  his   mef- 
fengers  hands.    Some  of  the  foreign  minifters  have 
pubiilhed  the  FreUminaries  agreed  on  here  between 
France  and  England \    and  people  rail  at  them   as 
infufficlent  to  treat  a  Peace  upon-;  but  the  fecret 
is,  that  the  French  have  agreed  to  articles  much 
more  important,  which  our  minifters  have   not 
communicated,  and  the  people,  who  think  they 
know  all,  are  difcontented  that  there  is  no  more. 
This  was  an  inconvenience  I  foretold  to  the  fe- 
cretary ;    but  we  could  contrive  no  way  to  fence 
againft  it.— So  there's  politicks  for  you. 

25.  The  queen  is  at  Hampton-Court;  fhe 
went  on  Tuejday  in  that  terrible  rain.  I  dined 
with  Lewh  at  his  lodgings,  to  difpatch  fome  bu- 
fmefs  we  had.  I  fent  this  morning  and  evening  to 
lord  treafurer,  and  he  is  much  worfe  by  going  out; 
]  am  in  pain  about  evening.  He  has  fent  for  Dr. 
Rac'cliffe  ;  pray  God  preferve  him.  The  chancel- 
lor of  the  exchequer  (liewed  me  to-day  a  ballad 
in  manufcript  againft  lord  treafurer  and  his 
South-Sea  project;  it  is  very  fharply  written: 
if  it  be  not  printed,  I  will  fend  it  you.  If  it 
be,  it  fhall  go  in  your  pacquet  of  pamphlets. 
—I  found  out  your  letter  about  directions  for  the 
,  apron. 
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apron,  and  have  ordered  to  be  bought  a  cheap,  green 
filk  work  apron  ;  I  have  it  by  heart ;  I  fat  this  even- 
ing with  Mrs.  Baiion^  who  is  my  near  neighbour. 
It  was  a  delicious  day,  and  I  got  my  walk,  and 
was  thinking  whether  MD  was  walking  too  juft 
at  that  time  that  Preflo  was.— This  paper  does  not 
coft  me  a  farthing,  1  have  it  from  the  fecretary's  of- 
fice. I  long  till  to-morrow  to  know  how  my  lord 
treafurer  fleeps  th's  night,  and  to  hear  he  mends  : 
we  are  all  undone  without  him  ;  fo  pray  for  him, 
firrahs,  and  don't  ftay  too  late  at  the  dean's. 

26.  I  dined  with  Mrs.  Vnn  ;  for  the  v/eather  is 
fo  bad,  and  I  am  fo  bufy,  that  I  can't  dine 
with  great  folks;  and  befides  I  dare  eat  but  little, 
to  keep  my  head  in  order,  which  is  better.  Lord 
treafurer  is  very  ill,  but  I  hope  in  no  danger. 
We  have  no  quiet  with  the  JJlj'igs,  they  are  (o 
violent  airainft  a  Peace:  but  I'll  cool  them  with 
a  vengernce,  very  foon.  I  have  not  heard  from 
the  bilhop  of  Clogher^  whether  he  has  got  his  fta- 
tues.  I  writ  to  him  fix  weeks  ago;  he's  fo  bu- 
fy with  his  parliament.  I  won't  anfwer  your  letr 
ter  yet,  fay  what  you  will,  fancy  girls. 

27.  I  forgot  to  go  about  fome  bufmefs  this  morn- 
ing, which  coft  me  double  the  time  ;  and  I  was 
forced  to  be  at  the  fecretary's  office  till  four,  and 
lofe  my  dinner ;  fo  I  went  to  Mrs.  ^Ws,  and 
made  tliem  get  me  three  herrings,  which  I  am  very- 
fond  of,  and  they  are  light  vittals  :  befides,  I  was 
to  have  fupped  at  lady  Jjhbinnham's ;  but  the 
drab  did  not  call  for  us  in  her  coach,  as  flie  pro- 
mifed,  but  fent'for  us,  and  fo  1  fent  my  excufes. 
It  has  been  a  terrible  rainy  day,  but  fo  flattering 
in  the  morning,  that  I  would  needs  go  out  in 
my  new  hat.  1  met  Leigh  and  Stei'ne  as  I  was 
going  into  the  Park.  Leigh  fays  he  will  go  to 
Ireland  in  ten  days,  if  he  can  get  Sterne  to  go  with 
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him  J   fo  I  will  fend  him  the  things  for  MD^  and 
1  have  defired  him  to  enquire  about  the  box.     I 
hate  that  Sterne  for  his  careleflnefs  about  it ;  but 
it  was  my  fault. 

29.  I  was  all  this  terrible  rainy  day  with  my 
friend  Lewis  upon  bufinefs  of  importance ;  and  I 
dined  with  him,  and  came  home  about  kwen^  and 
thought  I  would  amufe  myfelf  a  little  after  the 
pains  I  had  taken.  I  faw  a  volume  o(  Conrr eve's 
Inlays  in  my  room,  that  Patrick  had  taken  to  read; 
and  I  looked  into  it,  and  in  mere  loitering  read 
in  it  till  twelve,  like  an  owl  and  a  fool :  if  ever 
I  do  fo  again ;  never  faw  the  like.  Count  Gal- 
las,  the  emperor's  envoy,  you  will  hear  is  in  dif- 
grace  with  us :  the  queen  has  ordered  her  minifters 
to  have  no  more  commerce  with  him  ;  the  reafon 
is  the  fool  writ  a  rude  letter  to  lord  Dartmouth, 
fecretary  of  ftate,  complaining  of  our  proceedings 
about  a  Peace ;  and  he  is  always  in  clofe  confidence 
with  lord  Wharton,  and  Sunderland,  and  others 
of  the  late  miniftry.  I  believe  you  begin  to 
think  there  will  be  no  Peace ;  the  Whigs  here 
are  fure  it  cannot  be,  and  ftocks  are  fallen  again. 
But  I  am  confident  there  will,  unlefs  France  plays 
us  tricks ;  and  you  may  venture  a  wager  with 
any  of  your  Wnig  acquaintance  that  we  fliall 
not  have  another  campaign.  You  will  get  more 
by  it  than  by  ombre,  firrah. — I  let  flip  telling 
you  yefterday's  journal,  which  I  thought  to  have 
done  this  morning,  but  blundered.  1  dined  yef- 
terday  at  Harry  Coote's  with  lord  Hatton,  Mr. 
Finch,  a  fon  of  lord  Nottingham,  and  Sir  Andreio 
Fountain.  I  left  them  foon  ;  but  hear  they  ftaid 
till  two  in  the  morning,  and  were  all  drunk;  and 
fo  good  night  for  laft  night,  and  good  night  for 
to-night,      You  blundering  goofecap,   an't  you 
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afliamed  to  blunder  to  young  ladies  ?  I  fliall  havC 
a  fire  in  three  or  four  days  now,  oh  ho. 

30,  I  was  to-day  in  the  city  concerting  feme 
things  with  a  printer,  and  am  to  be  to-morrow  all 
day  bufy  with  Mr.  fecretary  about  the  fame.  I 
won't  tell  you  now;  but  the  minifters  reckon  it 
will  do  abundance  of  good,  and  open  the  eyes  of 
the  nation,  who  are  half  bewitched  againft  a 
Peace.  Few  of  this  generation  can  remember  any 
thing  but  war  and  taxes,  and  they  think  it  is  as 
it  fliould  be  :  whereas  'tis  certain  we  are  the  moft 
undone  people  in  Europe,  as  I  am  afraid  I  fhall 
maice  appear  beyond  all  contradiction.  But  I 
forgot ;  I  won't  tell  you  what  I  will  do,  nor 
what  I  will  not  do :  fo  let  me  alone,  and  go  to 
Stoyte,  and  give  goody  Stoyie  and  Catherine  my 
humble  fervice ;  1  love  goody  Stoyte  better  than 
goody  f Falls.  V/ho'll  pay  me  for  this  green  apron  ? 
1  will  have  the  money  ;  it  coft  ten  (hillings  and 
fix  pence.  1  think  it  plaguy  dear  for  a  cheap 
thing ;  but  they  faid,  that  Engli/h  filk  would  coc- 
kle, and  I  know  not  what.  You  have  the  making 
into  the  bargain.  'Tis  right  Italian  :  I  have  fent 
it  and  the  pamphlets  to  Leigh,  and  will  fend 
the  Mifcellanies  and  fpedtacles  in  a  day  or  two.  I 
would  lend  morej  but  faith  I'm  plaguy  poor  at 
prefent. 

31.  The  DeviPs  in  this  fecretary;  when  I 
went  this  morning  he  had  people  with  him;  but 
fays  he.  We  are  to  dine  with  Prior  to-day,  and 
then  will  do  all  our  bufinefs  in  the  afternoon; 
at  two  Prior  fends  word  he  is  othcrwife  engaged; 
then  the  fecretary  and  I  go  and  dine  with  briga- 
dier Britton^  fit  till  eight,  grow  merry,  no  bufinefs 
done  ;  he  is  in  hafte  to  fee  lady  Jerfcy,  we  part, 
and  appoint  no  time  to  meet  again.  This  is  the 
fault  of  ail  the  prefent  minifters,  teazing  me  to  death 
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/or  my  afliftance,  laying  the  whole  weight  of  their 
affairs  upon  it,  yet  flipping  opportunities.  Lord 
treafurer  mends  every  day,  though  flowly  :  I  hope 
he  will  take  care  of  himfelf.  Pray,  will  you  fend  • 
to  Parvifol  to  fend  me  a  bill  of  twenty  pounds  as 
foon  as  he  can,  for  I  v/ant  money.  I  muft  have 
money;  I  will  have  money,  firrahs. 

Nov.  I.  I   went  to-day  into  the  city  to   fettle 
fome  bufinefs  with  Stratford,  and  to  dine  with  him ; 
but  he  was  engaged,  and  I  was  fo  angry  I  would 
not  dine  with  any  other  merchant,   but  went  to 
my  printer,   and   ate  a  bit,    and  did  bufmefs  of 
mifchief  with  him,  and  I  fhall  have  the  fpe6lacles 
and  Mifcellatiy  to-morrow,    and   leave  them   with 
Leigh.     A  fine  day  always  makes  me  go  into  the 
city,  if  I  can  fpare  time,   becaufe  it  is  exercife; 
and  that  does  me  more  good  than   any  thing.     I 
have  heard  nothing  fmce  of  my  head,   but  a  little 
I  don't  know  how,  fometimes :    but  I  am  very 
temperate,  efpecially  now  the  treafurer  is  ill,  and 
the  minillers  often  at    Hampton-Court^  and  the  fe- 
cretary  not  yet  fixed  in  his  houfe,  and  I  hate  din- 
ing with   many    of  my  old  acquaintance.     Here 
has  been  a  fellow  difcovered  going  out  of  the  EaJ}- 
Indla  houfe  with  fixteeti  thoufand  pounds  in  mo- 
ney and  bills;    he  would  have  efcaped,  if  he  had 
not  been  fo  uneafy  v/ith  thirft,   that  he  fiole  out 
before  his  time,  and  was  caught.     But  what  is 
that  to  MD  ?  I  wifti  we  had  the  money,  provided 
the   Eqfl-lndla  company    was  never  the   worfe; 
you  know  we  muft  not  covet,  ^c.    Our  weather, 
for   this  fortnight  paft,   is  checquered,   a  fair  and 
a  rainy  day  ;  this  was  very  fine,  and  I  have  walked 
four  miles,  vvifli  MD  would  do  fo,  lazy  fluttikins. 
2.  It  has  rained  all  day  with  a  cont'inuendo,  and  I 
went  in  a  chair  to  dine  with    Mrs.    Van;  always 
there  in  a  very  rainy  day.     But  I  made  a  fliift  to 
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come  back  afoot.  I  live  a  very  retired  life,  pay 
very  few  viiits,  and  keep  but  very  little  company; 
I  read  no  news- papers.  I  am  forry  I  fcnt  you  the 
Examiner -y  for  the  printer  is  going  to  print  them 
in  a  fmall  volume  :  it  feems  the  author  is  too  proud 
to  have  them  printed  by  iubfcription,  though  his 
friends  offered,  they  fay,  to  make  it  worth  five  hun- 
dred pounds  to  him.  The  Spectators  are  likewife 
printing  in  a  larger  and  fmaller  volume  :  fo  1  be- 
lieve they  are  going  to  leave  them  orT,  and  indeed 
people  grow  weary  of  them,  though  they  are  of- 
ten prettily  written.  We  have  had  no  news 
for  me  to  fend  you  now  towards  .the  end  of  my 
letter.  The  queen  has  the  gout  a  little  ;  I 
hoped  the  lord  treafurer  would  have  had  it  too  ; 
but  Radd'tff'e  told  me  yefterday  it  was  the  rheu- 
matifm  in  his  knee  and  foot;  however  he  mends, 
and  I  hope  will  be  abroad  in  a  fhort  time.  1  am 
told  they  defign  giving  away  feveral  employments 
before  the  parliament  fits,  which  will  be  the  thir- 
teenth inftant.  I  either  do  not  like,  or  not  un- 
derftand  this  policy;  and  if  lord  treafurer  does 
not  mend  foon,  they  muH  give  them  jufl  before 
the  fefTions.  But  he  is  the  greatell:  procraftinator 
in  the  world. 

3.  A  fine  day  this,  and  I  walked  a  pretty  deal  ; 
I  flufi't  the  fecretary's  pockets  with  papers,  which 
he  muft  read  and  fettle  at  Hampton-Court^  where 
he  went  to-day,  and  ftays  fome  time.  They 
have  no  lodgings  for  me  there,  fo  I  can't  go  ;  for 
the  town  is  fmall,  charg-eable  and  inconvenient. 
Lord  treafurer  had  a  very  ill  night  laft  night,  with 
much  pain  in  his  knee  and  foot,  but  is  caller  to- 
day.— And  {0  I  went  to  vifit  Prior  about  fome  bu- 
finefs,  and  fo  he  was  not  within,  and  fo  Sir  An- 
dretv  Fountain  made  me  dine  to-day  again  with 
MiS.  Fan^  ajid  I  came  home  foon,  remembering; 
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this  muft  go  to-night,   and  that  I  had  a  letter  of 
iWD's  to  anfwer.     O  Lord,  where  is  it?  let  me 
fee ;    fo,  fo,   here  it  is.     You  grudge  writing  fo 
foon.     Pox  on  that  bill ;    the  woman  would  have 
me  manage  that  money  for  her.     I   do  not  know 
what  to  do  with  it  now  I  have  it ;   I  am  like  the 
unprofitable  fteward  in  the  gofpel :  I  laid  it  up  in  a 
napkin  ;  there  thou  hajiwhat  is  thine  own,  &c.  Well, 
well,  I  know  of  your  new  mayor.    (I'll  tell  you  a 
pun  ;  a  fifhmonger  owed  a  man  two  crowns  ;  fo  he 
fent  him  a  piece  of  bad   ling   and   a  tench,  and 
then  faid  he  was  paid  :    how  is  that  now  ?  find   it 
out;  for  I  won't  tell  it  you  :  which  of  you  finds  it 
out?)    Well,  but  as  I  was  faying,  what  care  I  for 
your  mayor  ?    I  fancy  Ford  may   tell  Forbes  right 
about   my  returning  to  Ireland  before  Chrijimas^ 
or  foon  after.     I'm  forry  you  did  not  go  on  with 
your  ftory  about  Pr^j  G5(5/ )'oz<  he   yohn;   I   never 
heard  it  in  my   life,   and  wonder  what  it  can  be, 
— Ah,  Stella^  faith  you  leaned  upon  your  Bible  to 
think  what  to  fay  when  you  v/rit  that.     Yes,   that 
llory  of  the  fecretary's  making  me   an  example   is 
true  ;  "  never  heard  it  before  ;"  why  how  could 
you  hear  it  ?  is  it  poffibie  to   tell  you   the  hun- 
dredth part  of  what  pafies  in  our  companies  here? 
The  fecretary  is  as  eafy  with   me  as   Mr.  Addlfon 
was.     I  have  often  thought   what  a  fplutter   Sir 
JVilliajn    Te?nple  makes   about   being  fecretary  of 
ftate;  I  think  Mr.   St.   John  the   greateft  young 
man  I  ever  knew  ;  v/it,  capacity,  beauty,   quick- 
nefs  of  apprehenfion,    good  learning,    and  an  ex- 
cellent tafte  ;  the  beft  orator  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, admirable  converfation,   good  nature,  and 
good  manners  j    generous,   and  a  defpifer  of  mo- 
ney.    His  only  fault   is   talking  to  his  friends  in 
way  of  complaint  of  too  great  a  load  of  bufinefs, 
which  looks  a  little  like  afFedtation  :    and  he  en- 
deavours 
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cleavours  too  much  to  mix  the  fine  gentleman, 
and  man  of  pleafure,  with  the  man  of  bufinefs. 
What  truth  and  fincerity  he  may  have  I  know 
not :  he  is  now  but  thirty-two,  and  has  been  fe- 
cretary  above  a  year.  Is  not  all  this  extraordi- 
nary ?  How  he  Hands  with  the  queen  and  lord 
treafurer  I  have  told  you  before.  This  is  his 
character;  and  I  believe  you  will  be  diverted  by 
knowing  it.  I  writ  to  the  archbifliop  q{'  Dublin, 
bifiiop  of  Chyne,  and  of  Clogher  together,  five 
weeks  ago  from  IVitulfsr :  I  hope  they  had  my  let- 
ters ;  pray  know  if  Clogher  had   his. Fig  for 

your  Phyhcian  and  his  advice,  madam  Dingky;  if 
I  grow  worfe,  I  will  ;  otherwife  I  will  trufl  to 
temperance  and  exercife:  your  fall  of  the  leaf; 
what  care  I  when  the  leaves  fall  ?  I  am  forry  to 
fee  them  fall  with  all  my  heart ;  but  why  fhould 
I  take  phyfick  becaufe  leaves  fall  off  from  trees  ? 
that  v/on't  hinder  them  from  falling,  if  a  man 
falls  from  a  horfe,  mult  I  take  phyfick  for  that? — 
This  argtiing  makes  you  mad  ;  but  it  is  true  light 
reafon,  not  to  be  difproved.-^I  am  glad  at  heart  to 
hear  poor  Stella  is  better ;  ufe  exercife  and  walk, 
fpend  pattens  and  !parc  potions,  wear  out  clogs  and 
wade  claret.  Have  you  f<jund  out  my  pun  of  the 
fifhmonger  ?  Don't  read  a  word  more  till  you  have 
got  it.  And  Stella  is  handfomc  again,  you  Ly  ?  and 
is  fhefat  ?  I  have  fent  to  Leigh  the  fet  of  Examiners  ; 
the  firll:  thirteen  were  written  by  feveral  hands, 
fome  good,  fome  bad  ;  the  next  three  and  thirty 
were  all   by  one  hand,   that   makes    forty-fix  :  * 

,then 

•  Here  the  dotftor's  memory  fdiled  him  a  little:  he 
fhould  luvelaid,  The  firll  twelve  were  written  by  fcveral 
ha.-.ds  (for  Szvi/t's  Examiners  eommencfd  with  No.  i  3), 
and  the  next  tliirty-two  were  by  one  hand,  in  all  forry- 
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then  that  author,  whoever  he  was,  laid  it  down  on 
purpofe  to  confound  gueflers  j  and  the  laft  fix 
were  written  by  a  woman.  Then  there  is  an 
account  of  Guifcard  by  the  fame  woman,  but  the 
fads  fent  by  PreJJo.  Then  AnAnfwer  to  the  Letter  ta 
the  lords  about  Greg  by  PreJlo\  Prior'' s  journey  by 
Prcjlo ;  Vindication  of  the  duke  of  Marlborough  en- 
tirely by  the  fame  woman  ;  Comment  on  blares 
formon  by  the  fame  woman,  only  hints  fent  to 
the  printer  from  Prejlo  to  give  her.  Then  there's 
xhQ  Mifcellany^  an  apron  iox  Stella,  a  pound  of  cho- 
colate without  fugar  for  Stella,  a  fine  fnufF-rafp 
of  ivory,  given  me  by  Mrs.  St.  'John  for  Dinghy, 
and  a  large  roll  of  tobacco,  which  fhe  muft  hide 
or  cut  (horter  out  of  modefty,  and  four  pair  of 
fpe^tacles  for  the  Lord  knows  who.  There's 
the  cargo,  I  hope  it  will  come  fafe.  Oh,  Mrs. 
Ma[ham  and  I  are  very  well;  we  write  to  one  ano- 
ther, but  it  is  upon  bufmefs  ;  I  believe  I  told  you 
fo  before:  pray  pardon  my  forgetfulnefs  in  thefe 
cafes ;    poor  Prejio  can't  help  it.     MD  ihall  have 

four.  Vid.  his  letter  to  5/f//a,  dated  y«»?  7,  171 1.  If 
the  reader  has  any  doubt  of  [his  matter  ftili  remaining. 
Jet  him  confult  the  two  lalt  paragraplis  of  the  forty-fourth 
Examiner;  and  for  curiofity.  if  he  pleafes,  read  the  firll 
paragraph  of  the  forty- fifth  Number,  where  he  will  find 
the  Examiner  intends  to  proceed  on  a  plan  quite  different 
from  Si'ji/t^s  courfe  of  politicks.  However,  in  fix  or 
eight  weeks  after  S^vi/t  became  filent,  the  Examiner  was 
laid  down,  although  revived  again  the  December  follow- 
ing, and  continued  to  be  a  lively  and  fpirited  paper  for 
two  or  three  month?,  the  writers  of  it  being  fupplied 
with  hints  from  Mr.  fecretary  St.  "John  and  Dr.  Snxiift. 
But  the  miniftry  having  then  obtained  their  ends  in  par- 
liament, and  the  Peace  being  in  great  forwardnefs,  they 
fuflered  the  Examiner  to  fink  again  into  obfcurity  and 
culaefs. 
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the  mbnev  as  foon  as  Tcoie  ;rets  it.  And  fo  t 
think  I  have  anfwered  all,  and  the  paper  is  out, 
and  now  I  have  fetcht  up  my  week,  and  will  fend 
you  another  this  day  fortnight. — Why,  you  rogues, 
two  crowns  make  tench-ill-ltng  :  you  are  lb  dull 
you  could  never  have  found  it  out.  Farewel,  i^c. 


LETTER    XXXIV. 


M- 


Lon-'on,  November  3,  171  r. 


Y  thirty-third  lies  now  before  me  juft  finifli- 
ed,  and  I  am  going  to  feal  and  fend  it,  fo  let 
me  know  whether  you  would  have  me  add  any 
thing:  I  gave  you  my  journal  of  this  day;  and 
it  is  now  nine  at  night,  and  I  am  going  to  be  bufy 
for  an  hour  or  two. 

4.  I  left  a  friend's  houfe  to-day  where  I  was 
invited,  juft  when  dinner  was  fetting  on,  and 
pretended  I  was  engaged,  bccaufe  I  faw  fome  fel- 
lows I  did  not  know,  and  went  to  Sir  Matthew 
Dudley  i^  where  I  had  the  fame  inconvenience, 
but  he  would  not  let  m.e  go;  otherwife  I  would 
have  gone  home,  and  fent  for  a  flice  of  mutton 
and  a  pot  of  ale,  rather  than  dine  with  perfons 
unknown,  as  bad  for  aught  I  know  as  your  deans, 
parfons,  and  curates.  Bad  flabby  weather  to- 
day,— Now  methinks  I  write  at  cafe,  when  I 
have  no  letter  of  AJD's  to  anfwer.  But  I  mif- 
took,  and  have  got  the  large  paper.  The  queen 
is  laid  up  with  the  gout  at  Hampton-Court ;  {he 
is  now  (eldom  without  it  any  long  time  together; 
I  fear  it  will  wear  her  out  in  a  very  few  years. 
I  plainly  find  I  have  lefs  tvvitchings  about  my  toes 
flnce  thefe  minifters  are  fick  and  out  of  town, 
and  that  1  don't  diine  with  them.     I  would  com- 
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pound  for  a  light  eafy  gout  to  be  perfeclly  well 
in  my  head. — Pray  walk:  when  the  froft  comes, 
young  ladies,  go  a  froll-biting.  It  comes  into 
my  head,  that  from  the  very  time  you  firft  went 
to  Ireland  I  have  been  always  plying  you  to 
walk  and  read.  The  young  fellows  here  have 
Begun  a  kind  of  fafhioa  to  walk,  and  many  of 
them  have  got  Twinging  ftrong  fhoes  on  purpofe  -, 
it  has  got  as  far  as  feveral  young  lords  j  if  it 
hold,  it  would  be  a  very  good  thing.  Lady  Lucy 
and  1  are  fallen  out :  flie  rails  at  me,  and  I  have 
left  vifiiing  her. 

5.   MD  was  very  troublefome  to  me  laft  night 
m  my  fleep ;    I  was   adfeamed,    methought,   that    . 
Stella  was  here:    1  afkcd   her   after  Dinghy^    and 
fixe    faid,    fne    had    left    her   in  Ireland^    becaufe 
fhe  defigned  her  (lay  to  be  (hort,  and  fuch  ftwff. — 
Monfieur  Fontchartram^  the  fecretary  of  ftatc   in 
Frayice^   and  Monfieur  Fontenelle,  the   fecretary  of 
the  Royal  Academy  there,    (who  writ  the  Dialogues 
des  rnorts^  &c.)    have  lent  letters  to  lord  Pembrokey 
that   the  Academy  have,    with  the  king's  confent, 
chofen  him  one  of  their  members,  in  the  room  of 
one  who  is  lately  dead.     But  the  cautious  gentle- 
man has  given   me' the   letters   to  fhe v/  my    lord 
Dartmouth  and  Mr.  St.  John^  cur  two  fecretaries, 
and  let  them   fee   there  is   no   treafon   ia  them ; 
which  I  will  do   on  IVedneJday^  when  they  come 
from  Hamt-tm-Cnvt.     The  letters  are  very  hand-- 
fome,  and  it  is  a  great  mark  of  honour  and   dif- 
tindtion  to  lord  Pembroke.     I  hear  the  two  French 
miniflers  are  come   over  again   about  the  Peace; 
but]  have  feen  nobody  of  confequence  to  know 
the  truth.      I  dined  to-day  with  a  lady  of  my  ac- 
c^uaintance  who  was   fick,   in  her   bed-chamber, 
upon   three  herrings  and  a  chicken ;    the  dinner 
was  my  befoeaking.      We   begin  now  to   have 
<•  chefnuts 
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chefnuts  and  Seville  oranges ;  have  you  the  latter 
yet?  'Twas  a  terrible  windy  day,  anH  v/e  had  pro- 
ccffions  in  carts  of  the  Pope  and  the  Devil,  and  the 
butchers  rang  their  cleavers  j  you  know  this  is  the 
fifth  of  November^  popery  and  gun-powder. 

6.  Since  I  am  ufed  to  this  way  of  writing,  I 
fi^ncy  I  could  hardly  make  out  a  long  letter  to  AdD 
without  it.  I  think  I  ought  to  allow  for  every 
Jine  taken  up  by  telling  you  where  I  dined  ;  but 
that  will  not  be  above  {tven  lines  in  all,  half  a 
line  to  a  dinner.  Your  Ingoldjby  is  going  over, 
and  they  fi>y  here,  he  is  to  be  made  a  lord. — Here 
was  I  staying  in  my  room  till  two  this  afternooa 
for  that  puppy  Sir  Andrew  Fountain^  who  was 
to  go  v/ith  me  into  the  city,  and  never  came;  and 
if  I  had  not  (hot  a  dinner  fiying,  with  one  Mr. 
Murray^  I  might  have  faded  or  gone  to  an  ale- 
houfe.  You  never  faid  one  word  of  goody  Ztoyte  in 
your  letter  ;  but  I  fuppofe  thefe  JVmier  nights  we 
fhal!  hear  more  of  her. — Does  theP/ei'?/?  l^'ugh  as 
much  as  he  ufed  to  do?  we  reckon  him  here  a 
good-for-nothing  fellow. — I  defign  to  write  to 
your  dean  one  of  thefe  days,  but  1  can  never  find 
time,  nor  what  to  fay.  I  will  think  of  fomcthing : 
but  if  DD  *  v.-cre  not  in  Ireland,  I  believe  ferioufly 
]  fhou'd  not  think  of  the  place  twice  a  year.  No- 
thing there  ever  makes  the  fubjecl  of  talk  in  any 
company  where  !  am. 

7.  I  went  to  day  to  the  city  on  bufmefs  ;  but 
ftopt  at  a  printer's  and  ftaid  there ;  it  was  a 
moft  delicious  day.  I  hear  the  parliament  is  to 
be  prorogued  for  a  fortnight  longer;  I  (iippofe,  ei- 
ther becaufe  the  queen  has  the  gout,  or  that  lord 
treafurer  is  not  well,  or  that  they  would  do  fome- 

•  Thefe  two  initial  letters  include  both  Stella  and 
Dinghy. 
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thing  more  tov.-ards  2  Peace.  I  called  at  lord  trea- 
furer's  at  noon,  and  l';it  a  v/hile  with  lord  Ha* ley y 
but  his  father  was  aflecp.  A  bookfe  ler  has  re- 
printed or  new- titled  A  Sermon  of  Tim  Swift's 
printed  laft  year,  and  publiihes  an  advertifement 
call;ng  it  Dr.  Swift's,  Sermon.  Sonie  friend  of 
lord  Galway  has,  by  his  direflions,  publiflied  a 
iour-fnilling  book  about  his  conducl  in  Spain;  to 
defend  him;  I  have  but  juft  feen  it.  But  what 
care  you  for  books,  except  PreJlo%  iMiJccHanies  F 
Leigh  promifed  to  call  and  fee  me,  but  has  not 
yet ;  1  hope  he  will  take  care  of  his  cargo,  and 
g"t  your  6V;£/?^r  box.  A  murrain  take  that  box; 
every  thing  is  fpoiled  that  is  in  it.  How  does  the 
ftrong  box  do?  "a  ou  fay  nothing  of  Raymond: 
is  his  wife  brought  to  bed  again  ;  or  how  ?  has 
he  finifiied  his  houfe;  paid  his  debts  ;  and  put  out 
the  reft  of  the  money  to  ufe  ?  I  am  glad  to  hear 
poor  joe  is  like  to  get  his  two  hundred  pounds. 
I  fuppofe  Trim  is  now  reduced  to  llavtry  again. 
,1  am  glad  of  it ;  the  people  were  as  great  rafcals 
,as  the  gentlemen.  But  I  muft  go  to  bed,  firrahs; 
"the  fecretary  is  flill  at  Hanipton-Court  with  my 
papers,  or  is  come  only  to  night.  They  plague 
me  with  attending  them. 

8-  I  was  with  the  fecretary  this  morning,  and 
we  dined  v.'ith  Prior,  and  did  bufinefs  this  after-^ 
noon  till  about  eight,  and  I  muft  alter  and  undo, 
and  a  clutter :  I  am  glad  the  pailiament  is  pro- 
rogued. I  ftaid  with  Prior  till  eleven  ;  the  fecre- 
tary left  us  at  eight.  Prior,  I  believe,  will  be 
one  of  thofe  employed  to  make  the  Peace,  when 
a  Cofigrefs  is  opened.  Lord  AJhburnham  told  to-day 
at  the  Cojfee-hoiife,  that  lord  HarUy  was  yefterday 
morning  married  to  the  duke  of  Newcajtle'%  daugh- 
ter, the  great  heirefs,  and  it  got  about  all  the 
town.     But  I   faw  lord  Harley  yefterday  at  noon 
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in  his  night-gown,  and  he  dined  in  the  city  with 
Prior  and  others  ;  ib  it  is  not  true  :  but  i  hope 
it  will  be  (o ;  for  I  know,  it  has  been  privately 
managing  this  long  time  :  the  lady  will  not  have 
half  her  father's  eftate;  for  the  duke  left  lord 
Pelhanis  fon  his  heir  ;  the  widow  duchefs  will 
not  fiatid  to  the  will,  and  fhe  is  now  at  law 
with  Pelham.  However,  at  worft,  the  girl  will 
have  about  ten  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  to  fupport 
the  honour :  for  lord  treafurer  will  never  lave  a 
groat  for  himfelf.  Lord  Harley  is  a  very  valuable 
young  gentleman  ;  and  they  fay  the  girl  is  hand- 
ibme,  and  has  good  fenfe,   but  red  hair. 

9.  I  defigned  a  jaunt    into  the  city   to-day   to 
be  merry,  but  was  didippointed  ;   fo  one  always  is 
in  this  life  ;    and  i   could  not  fee  lord  Dartmouth 
to-day,  with  whom  1  had  fome  bufmefs.     Bufinefs 
and  pleafure  both   difappointed.     You  can  go  to 
your  dean,   and  for  want  of  him,  goody  Stcytc^  or 
IValls^    or   Manly^    and   meet   every  where  with 
cards  and  claret.     I  dined  privately  with  a  friend 
en   a  herring   and   chicken,    and   half  a  flafk  of 
bad  Florence.     I  begin   to  have  fires   now,   v/hen 
the  morninirs  are  cold  :  I  have  o;ot  fome  loofe  bricks 
at  the  back  of  my  grate  for  good  hulbandry.     r  ine 
weather.     Patrick  ioWs  me,  my  caps  arc  wearing 
out ;  I  know  not  how  to  get  others.     I  want  a 
neceffary  woman  ftrangely ;   I  am  as  helplefs  as  an 
elephant. — I  had  three  pacquets  from  the  archbiQiop 
of  Dublin,  coft  me  four  (hillings,   all  about  Hig- 
gins,  printed  ftufF,  and  two  long  letters.   His  people 
forget  to  cnclofe  them  to  Lewis;  and  they  were 
only  direfled   to  Doctor  Sivift,   without  naming 
London  or   anything  elfe:    I   wonder  how   they 
reached  me,  unlefs  the  poft-mafter  diredted  them. 
I  have  read  all  the  trafh,  and  am  weary. 
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10.  Why  ;  if  you  muft  have  it  out,  fomethJng  is 
to  be  publilhed  of  great  moment,  and  three  or  four 
great  people  are  to  (ee  there  are  no  miftakes  in 
point  of  fa6t :  and  'tis  fo  trojjblcfome  to  fend  it 
among  them,  and  get  their  corre6lions,  that  I  am 
weary  as  a  dog.  1  dined  to-day  with  the  printer, 
and  was  there  all  the  afternoon  j  and  it  plagues 
me,  and  there's  an  end,  and  what  would  you 
have  ?  Lady  Dupplin^  lord  treafurer's  daughter, 
is  brought  to  bed  of  a  fon.  Lord  treafurer  has  had 
an  ugly  return  of  bis  gravel.  'Tis  good  for  us  to 
live  in  gravel-pits,  but  not  for  gravel-pits  to 
live  in  us  :  a  man  in  this  cafe  fiiould  leave  no 
flone  unturned.  Lord  treafurer's  ficknefs,  the 
queen's  gout,  the  forwarding  the  Peace,  occafion 
putting  off  the  parliament  a  fortnight  longer.  My 
head  has  no  ill  returns.  I  had  good  walking  to- 
day in  the  city,  and  take  all  opportunities  of  it 
on  purpofe  for  my  health ;  but  I  can't  walk  in  the 
Park,  becaufe  that  is  only  for  walking  fake,  and 
lofes  time,  \'o  I  mix  it  with  bufmcfs  :  I  wifli  MD 
walked  half  as  much  as  PreJ^o.  If  I  was  with 
you,  I'd  make  you  walk;  I  would  walk  be- 
hind or  before  you,  and  you  fliould  have  mafks 
on,  and  be  tuckt  up  like  any  thing,  and  5"^^//^  is 
naturally  a  flout  walker,  and  carries  herfelf  firm, 
methinks  I  fee  her  ftrut,  and  ftep  clever  over  a 
kennel  ;  and  Dinghy  would  do  well  enough,  if  her 
petticoats  v/cre  pinned  up;  but  fhe  is  fo  em- 
broiled, and  fo  fearful,  and  then  Stella  fcolds,  and 
Dinghy  ftumbles,  and  is  fo  daggled.  Have  you 
got  the  whale-bone  petticoats  amongfl  you  yet  ? 
.  I  hate  them  ;  a  woman  here  may  hide  a  moderate 
gallant  under  them.  Pfliav/,  v/hat's  all  this  i'm 
faying  ?  m.ethinks  I  am  talking  to  MD  face  to 
face. 

II.  Did 
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II.  Did  I  tell  you  that  old  Frozvde,  the  cid 
fool,  is  felling  his  eftate  at  Pcpperhara^  and  is  fkulk- 
ing  about  the  town  no  body  knows  where  ?  and 
who  do  yo^i  think  manages  all  this  for  him,  but 
th-it  rogue  Child,  the  double  fquire  of  Farnham  ?  I 
have  put  Mrs.  Majhani,  the  queen's  favourite,  upon 
buying  it ;  but  thit  is  yet  a  great  fecrct ;  aad  I 
have  employed  lady  Gglethorp  to  enquire  about  it. 
I  was  with  lady  Oglethrp  to-day,  who  is  come  to 
town  for  a  week  or  two,  and  to-morrov/  I  will 
fee  to  hunt  out  the  old  fool ;  he  is  utterly  ruined, 
and  at  this  prefent  in  feme  blind  alley  with  fome 
dirty  wench.  Kc  has  two  f^ns  that  mufl  ftarve,  and 
he  never  gives  them  a  farthir.g.  If  Mrs.  Majhcm 
buys  the  bnd,  I  will  defire  her  to  get  the  queen 
to  give  fome  penfion  to  the  old  fool,  to  keep  him 
from  abfolutely  ftarving.  What  do  you  meddle 
•with  other  peoples  affairs  for?  hys  Ste.'Ia  O, 
but  Mr.  MnfH!m  and  his  wife  are  very  urgent  with 
me,  fince  I  firft  put  them  in  the  head  of  it.  I 
dined  with  Sir  Jllnitheiv  Dudley^  who,  I  doubt, 
will  foon  lofe  his  employment. 

I  2.  Morning.  lam  going  to  hunt  out  ol  d  jProu'rt'/', 
and  to  do  fome  bufiiiefs  in  the  city.  I  have  not 
yet  called  to  Patrick  to  know  whether  it  be  fair. 
It  has  been  paft  dropping  thefe  two  days.  Rai/'y 
weather  hurts  my  pate  and  my  purfe.  He  tells 
me  'tis  very  windy,  and  begins  to  look  dark  ;  woe 
be  to  my  fliillings  :  an  old  laying  and  a  true  ;  Few 
fillings,  many  fiiillings.  If  the  day  be  dark,  my 
purfe  will  be  light.  To  my  enemies  be  this  curfe; 
A  dark  day  and  a  light  purfe  And  fo  I'll  rife, 
and  go  to  my  fire,  for  Patvid  tells  me  I  have  a 
fire  ;  yet  it  is  not  fhaving  day,  nor  is  the  weather 
cold  ;  this  is  too  extravagant.  What  is  become 
of  DUly?  I  fuppofe  you  have  him  with  \ou. 
Stella  is  juft  now  fnevving  a  white  leg,  and  putting 
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it  into  the  flipper. — Prefent  my  fervice  to  her,  and 
tell  her  I  am  engaged  to  the  dean  ;  and  defire  fhe 
will   come  too:   or,    Dingley,    can't   you  write   a 
note?  This  is  Stella  &  morning  dialogue,  no,  morn- 
ing  fpeech   I    mean. — Morrow,    firrahs,    and    let 
me  rife  as  well  as  you;  but  I  promife  you  JFalh 
can't  dine  with  the  dean  to-day,   for  fhe  is  to  be 
2t  Mrs.  Prcby's  juft  after  dinner,  and  to  go  with 
Gracy  Spencer  to  the  lliops  to  buy  a  yard  of  muflin, 
and  a  filvc-r  lace  for  an  under  petticoat.     Morrow 
again,  firrahs. — At  night.     I  dined  with  Stratford 
in  the  city,  but  could  not  finlfli  my  affairs  with 
him;     but    now    I    have   refolved    to    buy    five 
hundred  pounds  Sciith-Sca  ftock,  which  will  coft 
me  three  hundred  and  eighty  ready  money ;  and 
I  will  make  ufe  of  the  bill  of  a  hundred  pounds  you 
fent  me,   and  transfer  Mr?.  JValU  over  to  Hawk' 
foaw  ;  or,  if  {hediflikes  it,  I  will  borrow  a  hundred 
pounds  of  the  fecretary,   and   repay  her.     Three 
fhillings  coach-hire  to  day.     I    have    fpoken    to 
Frowde's  brother,  to  get  me  the  loweft  price  of  the 
eftate,  to  tell  Mrs   Maftjam, 

13.  I  dii^.ed  privately  with  a  friend  to-day  in  the 
neighbourhood.  Laft  Saturday  night  I  came  home, 
and  the  drab  had  juft  walhed  my  room,  and  my 
bed-chamber  was  .dl  wet,  and  I  was  forced  to  go 
to  bed  in  my  own  defence,  and  no  fire  :  I  was 
fick  on  Sunday^  and  now  have  got  a  fwinging  cold. 
I  fcolded  like  a  dog  at  Patrick,  although  he  was 
out  with  me ;  I  deteft  wafliing  of  rooms  :  can't 
they  Wdfh  them  in  a  morning,  and  make  a  fire, 
and  leave  open  the  windows?  I  flept  not  a  wink 
laft  night  for  hawking  and  fpitting;  and  now 
every  body  has  colds.  Here's  a  clutter:  I'll  go  to 
bed  and  fleep  If  I  can. 

14.  Lady  Mountjoy  fent  to  me  two  days  ago, 
fo  I  dined  with  her  to- day,  and   in  the  evening 
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went  to  fee  lord  treafurer.  I  found  Patrick  had 
been  juft  there  with  a  how  d'y^^  and  my  lord 
had  returned  anfwer,  that  he  defired  to  lee  me. 
Wx?,.M(iJha7n  was  with  him  when  I  came;  and 
they  arc  never  difturbed  :  'tis  well  (he  is  not  very 
handfomc:  they  fit  alone  together,  fettling  the  na- 
tion. I  fat  with  lady  Oxford^  and  ftopt  Mrs.  Ma- 
foam  as  fhe  came  out,  and  told  her  what  progrefs 
i  had  made,  l^c,  and  then  went  to  lord  treafurer  : 
he  isveiy  well,  only  uneafy  at  rifmg  or  fitting, 
with  fome  rheumatick  pain  in  his  thigh,  and  a 
foot  weak.  He  (hewed  me  a  fmall  paper,  fcnt  by 
211  unknown  hand  to  one  Mr.  Ccck^  who  fcnt  it 
to  my  lord  :  it  was  written  in  plain  large  letters, 
thus; 

Though  G ('A  hiife  did  not  fucceed  \ 

A  F n$  yet  tnay  do  the  Deed. 

And  a  little  below  ;  Burn  this  you  Dog.  My  lord 
has  frequently  fuch  letters  as  thefe :  once  he 
fhewed  me  one,  which  was  a  vifion  defcribing  a 
certain  man,  his  drefs,  his  fword,  and  his  coun- 
tenance, who  was  to  murder  my  lord.  And  he 
told  mc,  he  faw  a  fellow  in  the  chapel  at  Windfor 
with  a  drefs  very  like  it.  They  often  fend  him 
letters  figned  Your  humble  fervant.  The  DcviU 
and  fuch  (luff.  1  fat  with  him  till  after  ten,  and 
have  bufinefs  to  do. 

15.  The  fecretary  came  yefterday  to  town  from 
Hampiqn- Court,  fo  I  went  to  him  early  this  morn- 
,  ing ;  buf  he  went  back  laft  night  again:  and 
coming  home  to-night  I  f  und  a  letter  from  him 
to  tell  me,  that  he  was  jud  come  home  from 
Hampton  Court,  and  jufl:  returning,  and  will  not 
be  here  till  Saturday  night.  A  pox-  take  him  ;  he 
ftops  ail  my  bufinefs.  I'll  beg  leave  to  c  )me 
b.ick  when  1  have  get  over  this  3  and  hope  to  fee 

MD 
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3fD  in  Ireland  foon  after  Chrijlma^. — I'm  weary 
of  courts,  and  want  my  journies  to  Laracor\  they 
did  me  more  good  than  all  the  miniftries  thef.; 
twenty  years.  I  dined  to-day  in  the  citv,  but  did 
no  bufinefs  as  I  defigned.  Lady  Mountjoy  tdls 
me,  that  D'llly  is  got, to  Ireland^  and  that  the  arch- 
bifnop  oi  Dublin  was  the  caufe  of  his  returning  fo 
foon.  The  parliament  was  prorogued  two  days  ago 
for  a  fortnight,  which,  with  the  queen's  ablence, 
makes  the  town  very  dull,  and  empty.  They 
tell  me  the  duke  of  O nn :n d  hxir^^s  all  the  world 
sway  with  him  from  Irstand.  London  has  nothing 
fo  bad  in  it  in  Wmicr^  as  your  knots  of  Irijh  folks ; 
but  I  go  to  no  Ccjjee-hGvJe^  and  fo  I  feldom  fee 
them.  This  letter  (hall  g  >  on  Saturday;  and  then 
I  am  even  with  the  world  again.  I  have  lent  money, 
and  cannot  get  it,  and  am  forced  to  borrow  for 
myfelf. 

i6.  My  man  made  a  blunder  this  morning,  and 
let  up  a  vihter,  when  I  had  ordered  to  fee  no  body, 
fo  I  was  forced  to  hurry  a  hang-dog  inftrument  of 
mine  into  my  bed-chamber,  and  keep  him  cooling 
bis  heels  there  above  an  hour.— 1  am  going  on 
fairly  in  the  common  forms  of  a  great  cold  ;  I  be- 
lieve it  will  lad  me  about  ten  days  in  all. — I  fhould 
hzvz   told  you  that  in   thofe  two  verfes  fent   to 

lord  treafurer,   the  G d  flands  for  Guifcard  % 

that  is  eafy  j  but  we  differed  about  F n;   I 

thought  it  wasfor/^-fwr/^m^??,  becaufe  he  hates  tiiem, 
and  they  him  :  and  fo  it  v/ould  be.  That  ahhough 
Gujfcard's  knife  mifs'd  its  defign,  the  knife  of  a 
FrmchtvMt:  mu'ght  yet  do  it.  My  lord  thinks  it 
itands  for  Fdton^  the  name  of  him  that  flabbed 
the  ^x9i^\i!vizc>{  Buckinzhcim. — Sir  Andrew  Fountain 
and  I  dined  with  the  Vans  to  day,  artd  my  cold 
made  me  loiter  a!}  the  evening;.  Stay,  young 
Vv'oraen,  don't  you  begin  to  owe  me  a  letter }  juft 
f  a  month 
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a  month  to-day  fince  I  had  your  JV.  22.  Ill  Hay 
a  week  longer,  2nd  then  I'll  expect  like  agog  ;  till 
then  you  may  play  at  ombre,  and  fo  forth,  as  you 
pleafe.  The  f^'h'gs  are  ftill  cryuig  down  our 
Peace,  but  we  will  have  it,  I  hope,  in  fpite  of 
them  :  the  emperor  comes  now  with  his  tvv'o  eggs 
a  penny,  and  promifes  wonders  to  continue  the 
war;  but  it  is  too  late;  only  I  hope  the  fear  of 
it  will  ferve  to  fpur  on  the  French  to  be  eafy  and 
iincere.     Night,   firrahs ;  I'll  go  early  to  bed. 

17.    Morning.     This    goes    to-night;    I    will 
put  it  myfelf  in   the   poft-office.     I   had  juft  now 
a  long  letter  from  the  archbiihop  of  Dublin^  giving 
me  an  account  of  the  ending  your  feffion'J,  how  ic 
ended  in  a  ftorm  ;  which  ftorm,  by  the  time  it  ar- 
rives herf,  will  be  ov\\-^  half  nature.  I  can't  help  it^ 
1  won't  hide.   I  of^en  adviied  thedifiolution  of  th.!t 
parliament,  although  I  did  not  think  the  fcoundrels 
had  fo  much  courage  ;  but  they  have  it  only  in  the 
wrong,  like  a  bully  that  will  fight  for  a  whore,  and 
run  away  in  an  army.    I  believe,  by  feveral  things- 
the  archbiihop   lays,  he    is   not  very  well   either 
with  the  government  or  clergy. — See  how  luckily 
my  paper  ends  with  a  fortnight. — G'ld  Almighty 
blefs   and  preferve   deareft  little  MD. — I  fuppofe 
your  lord-lieutenant   is   now  letting  out  for  Eng- 
land,    I   wonder   the  bifhop  of  Cloghcr  docs  not: 
write  to  me ;    or  let  me  know  of  his  Itatucs,  and- 
how  he  likes  them  :  i   will    write   to   him  again,, 
as  foon  as  I  have  leifure.     Farewel,  dearefl  MDy 
and  love  Prc/io^  who   loves   MD  infinitely  above 
all  earthly  things,  and  who  will. — My  fervice  to 
Mrs.  Stoyte^  and  Catljerine.    I'm  fitting  in  my  bed  ; 
but  will  rife  to  feal  this.     Morrov/,  dear  rogues. 
Farewel  a^ain,  deareft  MD^  5:c. 
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LETTER    XXXV. 

London,  Nov.  17,    171^. 

PUT  my  laft  this  evening  in  the  poft-office. 
I   dined   with  Dr.  Cockhurn.     This  being  queea 
Elizabeth'' s  birth-day,   we  have  the  D —  and  all 
to  do  among  us.     1  juft  heard  of  the   ftir  as   my 
letter  was  fealed  this   morning  ;    and  was  (o  crofs 
I  would  not  open  it  to  tell  you.    I  have  been  vi- 
fitin<^   lady  Oglcthorp  and  lady  JVorJJey ;   the  latter 
is  lately  come  to  town  for  the  Winter,   and  with 
child,  and  what  care  you  .?  This  is  q\ieen  El'fzci- 
bcth's    birth- day,    ufually   kept  in   this    town   by 
'prentices,  cff.  but  the  fFhigs  defigned  a  mighty 
proceuion  by  m.idnight,  and  had  laid  out  a  thou- 
fand  pounds  to  drefs  up  the  Pope^  Devi/,  Cardinals, 
Sachcvsrell,  &c.  and  carry  them  with  torches  about, 
and  burn    them.     They  did  it   by  contribution. 
Garth  gave  five  guineas,  Dr.  Garth  I  mean,  if  ever 
you   heard    of   him.      But  they  were  feized  laft 
night,    by    order    from   the  fecretary :    you    will 
have  an  account  of  it,    for  they  bawl   it  about  the 
ftreets  already.     They  had  fome  very  fooliQi  and 
mifchievous  defigns ;    and    it   was   thought  they 
would   have   put   the    rabble  upon   alT.iulting  my 
lord  treafurer's  houfe,    and  the  fecretary's  ;    and 
other  violences.     The  Militia    was  raifed  to  pre- 
vent it,  and    now,  I  fuppofe,  all  will    be  quiet. 
The  figures  are  now   at  the   fecretary's   office  at 
IVhiie-halL      I  defign  to  fee  them  if  1  can. 

18.  I  was  this  morning  with  Mr.  fecretary, 
who  jull  came  from  Hawpton-Court.  He  was  tel- 
ling me  more  particulars  about  this  bufinefs  of 
burning  the  Pope.  It  coft  a  great  deal  of  mo- 
ney,   and  had  it  gone  on,   would  have  coft  three 

times 
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times  as  much  :    but  the  town  is  full   of  it,  and 
half  a  dozen   Grub  flreet  papers   already.      The 
fecretary  and  I  dined  at  brigadier  Brittons^   but  1 
left  them  at  fix,   upon   an  appointment  with  fome 
fober  company  of  men  and  ladies,  to  drink  punch 
at   Sir  Andrczv    Foimiains.     We  were    not    very 
merry  \    and  I   don't  love  rack  punch,  I  love  it 
better   with    brandy ;    are   you  of  my   opinion  ? 
V/hv  then  ;  twelve-penny  weather ;  firrahs,  why 
don't  you  play  at  (liuttlc-cock  ?   I  have  thought  of 
it  a  hundred    times  ;    faith  Prejio  will  come  over 
after  Chrijlmas^    and   vi'ill  play  with   Stella  before 
the  cold  weather  is  gone.     Do  you  read  the  Spec- 
tators? I  never  do;  they  never  come  in  my  way; 
1    go  to  no  Coffie-houfes.     They  fay   abundance 
of  them  are  very  pretty;    they  are  going  to    be 
printed  in  fmall    volumes ;  IM    bring  them  over 
with  me.     I  (hall  be  out  of  my  hurry  in  a  week, 
and  if  Leigh  be  not  gone  over,  I  will  fend  you  by 
him  what  I  am   now  ftnifhing.     I   don't  know 
where  Leigh   is;    I  have  not  feen    him  this  good 
while,  though  he  promifed  to  call  :    I  fhall   fend 
to  him.     The  queen  comes  to  town  on  Thurfday 
for  good  and  all. 

19.  I  was    this    morning  at  lord   Dartmouth''^ 

office,    and  fent  out  for  him  from  the  committee 

of  council,    about   fome  bnfmefs.     I   was   afkino* 

him  more  concernina:  this  buftle  about  the  f.aures 

in  wax- work  of  the  Pope  and  Devil,  Sec.     He  was 

not  at  leifure,  or   he   v.ould   have   feen   them.     I 

hear  the  owners  are  fo  impudent,  thnt  they  defign 

to  replevin  them  by   law.     1  am  afiured  that  the 

figure  of  the  Devil  is   made  as  like  lord  treai'urer 

as  they  could.     Why;    1  dined    with  a  friend  i a 

St.    'James' s- flreet.     Lord    treafurer,     I    am    told, 

was  abroad  to-day;   I    will  know  to-morrow  how 

he  does  after  it.     The  duke  of  Marlbirouzh   is 

come, 
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tome,  and  was  yeflerday  at  Hampton-Court  with 
the  queen;  no,  it  was  t'other  day;  no  it  was 
yefterday  ;  for  to-day  1  remember  Mr.  iecretary 
was  going  to  fee  him,  when  I  was  there,  not  at 
the  duke  of  Marlborough's,  but  at  the  fecretary's ; 
the  duke  is  not  fo  fond  of  me.  What  care  i  ?  I 
won  kvQn  Ihillings  to-night  at  picquet :  I  play 
twice  a  year  or  fo. 

20.  I  have  been  fo  teazed  v/ith  JVhiggijlj  dif- 
courfe  by  Mrs.  Barton  and  lady  Betty  Gcrjna'in^ 
never ,faw  the  like.  They  turn  all  this  affair  of 
the  pope-burning  into  ridicule  ;  and  indeed  they 
have  made  too  great  a  clutter  about  it,  if  they  had 
no  real  reafon  to  apprehend  fome  tumults.  I  dined 
with  lady  Betty,  i  hear  Priors  commiffion  is 
pafled  to  be  ambafl^idor  extraordinary  and  plenipo- 
tentiary for  the  Peace  ;  my  lord  privy-feal,  who  you 
know  is  bilhop  of  Brijhl,  is  the  other ;  and  lord 
Strafford^  already  ambaffador  at  the  Hague .^  the 
third  :  I  am  forced  to  tell  you  ignorant  lluts  who 
is  who.  1  was  punning  (curvily  with  Sir  Andrevs 
Fountain  and  lord  Pembroke  this  evening  ;  do  you 
ever  pun  now  1  Sometimes  with  the  de.m,  or  Tcjn 
Leigh.  Prior  puns  very  well.  Od  fo,  I  muft  go  fee 
his  excellency,  'tis  a  noble  advancement:  but  they 
could  do  no  lefs,  after  fending  him  to  France. 
'Lovil  Strajf'ord  \s  as  proud  as  hell,  and  how  he 
will  bear  one  of  Prior  s  mean  birth  on  an  equal 
charafter  with  him,  1  know  not.  And  io  I  go  to 
my  bufinefs,  and  bid  you  good  night. 

21.  i  was  this  morning  bufy  with  my  printer; 
J  2;ave  him  the  fifth  fheec,  and  then  I  went  and 
dined  with  him  in  the  city,  to  corredt  fomething, 
and  alter,  ^V.  and  I  walked  home  in  the  dufk, 
and  the  rain  overtook  me:  and  I  found  a  letter 
here  from  Mr.  Lewis  \  v>?ell,  and  fo  I  opened  it; 
and  he  fays,  The  peace  is  paft  danj^er,  bV.  Well; 

and 
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ahd  fo  there  v/as  another  letter  inclofcd  Jrt  hisi 
vrell;  arid  fo  I  looked  on  theoutlide  of  this  i'other 
letter.  Well  ;  and  fo  v.ho  do  vou  think  this  t'other 
letter  was  from?  Well;  and  fo  I'll  tell  ou^  it 
was  from  little  MD,  N.  2*3,  23,  2^,  23  1  tell 
you  it  is  no  more,  I  have  told  you  fo  before  *  : 
but  I  juil  looked  again  to  fatisfy  \o\x.  Hie,  Sh-l/ay 
you  write  like  an  emperor,  a  great  deal  together  j 
a  very  good  hand,  and  but  four  falfe  ipellings  in 
all.  Shall  I  fend  them  to  you  ?  1  am  glad  vou  did 
rot  take  my  correction  ill.  Well  j  but  1  won't 
anfwer  your  letter  now,  firrah  faucy  boxes,  no^ 
no;  not  yet;  jufl:  a  month  and  three  days  from 
the  laft,  which  is  juft  five  weeks :  you  fee  it  comes 
juft  when  1  begin  to  grumble. 

22.  Morning.  Tooh  has  juft  brought  me  Ding~ 
ley's  money.  I  will  give  you  a  note  for  it  at  the  end 
of  this  letter.  There  was  half  a  crown  for  enter- 
ing the  letter  of  attorney  ;  but  I  fwore  to  flop 
that.  I'll  fpend  your  money  bravely  here.  Mor- 
row, dear  firrahs.— At  night.  I  dined  to-day  with, 
Sir  Tlmri'is  Hanmer  ;  his  v/ife,  the  duchefs  of  Graf~ 
ton^  dined  with  us :  fhe  wears  a  great  high  head- 
drefs,  fuch  as  was  in  faihion  fifteen  years  ago,  and 
looks  like  a  mad-woman  in  it;  yet  fhe  has  great 
remains  of  beauty.  I  was  this  evening  to  fee 
lord  Hirley^  and  thought  to  have  fat  with  lord  trca- 
furer;  but  he  was  taken  up  with  the  Dutch  envoy 
and  fuch  folk? ;  and  I  would  not  ftay.  One  par- 
ticular in  life  here  different  from  what  !  have  in 
Dublin,  is,  that  whenever  I  come  home  I  expedt 
to  find  fbme  letter  for  me,  and  feldom  mifs ; 
and    never  any   worth  a  farthing,    but  often   to 

*  Nothing;  wn^  ever  more  in  Svj/ft\  ftyle  and  mannef 
of  converfation,  th.n  t>.cfe  rcpcticioui  and  Uie  words  fol- 
lowine;. 

Vol.  V.  H  re« 
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vex  me.     The  queen  does  not  come  to  town  till 
Saturday.     Prior  is   not  yet  declared  ;    but  thefe 
minifters  being  at  Hampton-Court  I  know  nothing  ; 
and  if  I  write    news  from   common   hands,   it   is 
always  lies.  You  will  think  it  afFedation  ;  but  no- 
thing has  vexed  me  more   for  fome  months  paft, 
than  people  I  never  faw,  pretending  to  be  acquaint- 
ed with  me,   and  yet  fpeak  ill  of  me  tooj  at  leaft 
fome  of  them.     An  old  crooked   Scotch  countefs, 
whom  I    never   heard   of  in    my  life,    told    the 
duchefs  of  Hamilton  t'other  day,   that  I  often  vi- 
fited  her.     People  of  worth  never  do  that :  fo  that 
a  man  only  gets  the  fcandal  of  having  fcurvy  ac- 
quaintance.   Three  ladies  were  railing  againft  me 
fome  time  ago,   and  faid  they  were  very  well  ac- 
quainted with  me;  two  of  which  I  had  never  heard 
of  J  and  the  third  had  only  (squ.  twice  where  I  hap- 
pened to  vifit.     A    man  who  has  once   feen    me 
IXV3.  Cdfffghoiife  WxW  afk  me   how  I  do,   when  he 
{q-qs  me  talking  at  Court  with  a  minifter  of  flate  ; 
who  is  fure  to   afk  me,    how  I   came  acquainted 
with  that  fcounJrel.     But  come,   firrahs,   this  is 
all  ftufFto  you,  fo  I'il  fay  no  more  on  this  fide 
the  paper,  but  turn  over. 

23.  My  printer  invited  Mr.  Leims  and  me  to 
dine  at  ia  tavern  to-day,  which  I  have  not  done 
five  times  fmce  I  came  to  England-,  I  never  will 
call  it  Britain^  pray  don't  call  it  Britain.  My 
week  is  not  out,  and  one  fide  of  this  paper  is  our, 
and  I  have  a  letter  to  anfwer  of  MD's  into  the 
bargain  :  muft  I  write  on  the  third  fide ;  faith 
that  will  give  you  an  ill  habit.  I  faw  Leigh 
laft  night :  he  gives  a  terrible  account  of  Sterr.e  ; 
he  reckons  he  is  feduced  by  fome  wencher  ;  he 
is  6ver  head  and  ears  in  debt,  and  has  pawned 
feveral  things.  Leigh  fays  he  goes  on  Monday 
n'jxt  for  Ireland^  but  believes  Sterne  will  not  go 

with 
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with  him  ;  Sterne  has  kept  him  thefe  three  months. 
Leigh  has  got  the  apron  and  things,  and  promifes 
to  call  for  the  box  at  Chejhr ;  but  I  defpair  of  it. 
Good  night,  firrahs ;  I  have  been  late  abroad. 

24.  I  have  finifhcd  my  pamphlet  to-day,  which 
has  coft  me  fo  much  time  and  trouble;  it  will 
be  publifhcd  in  three  or  four  days,  when  the 
parliament  begins  fitting.  I  fuppofe  the  queen  is 
come  to  town  but  know  nothing,  having  been  in 
the  city  finifliing  and  correuiing;  with  the  printer. 
When  I  came  home  I  found  leuers  on  my  table 
as  ufual,  and  one  from  your  mother,  to  tell  me, 
that  you  defire  your  writings  and  a  pifturfe  fhould 
be  fent  to  m.e,  to  be  fent  over  to  you.  I  have 
juft  anfwered  her  letter,  and  promifed  to  take  care 
of  them  if  they  be  fent  to  me.  She  is  at  Faynham: 
it  is  top  late  to  fend  them  by  Leigh  ;  befides,  I 
will  wait  your  orders,  madam  Stella.  I  am  goingj 
to  finifh  a  letter  to  lord  treafurer  about  reforming 
our  language;  but  fiift  I  muft  put  an  end  to  a 
ballad  ;  and  go  you  to  your  card?,  firrahs,  this  is 
card  feafon. 

25.  I  was  early  with  the  fecretary  to-day,  but 
he  was  gone  to  his  devotions,  and  to  receive  the 
facrament ;  feveral  rakes  did  the  fame;  it  was 
not  for  piety,  but  employments ;  according  to  a»5t 
of  parliament.  I  dined  with  lady  Mary  Dudleys 
and  paft  my  time  fince  infipidly,  only  I  w^iS  at 
Court  at  noon,  and  faw  fifty  acquaintance  I  had 
not  met  this  long  time:  that  is  the  advantage  df 
a  Court^  and  I  fancy  I  am  better  known  than  any 
man  that  goes  there.  Sir  Jchn  Walters^  quarrel 
with  me  has  entertained  the  town  ever  fince  ;  and 
yet  we  never  had  a  word,  only  he  railed  at  me 
behind  my  back.  The  parliament  is  again  to  be 
prorogued  for  eight  or  nine  days  ;  for  the  Jf-lngS 
arc  too  ftrong  in  the  houfe  of  lords :  other  reafons 
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arc  pretended,   but  that  is  the  truth.     The  prorof- 
gation  is  not  yet  known,  but  will  be  to-morrow. 

26.  Mr.  Lewis  and  I  dined  with  a  friend  of  his, 
and  unexpecStedly  there  dined  with  us  an  Irifo 
knight,  one  Sir  John  St.  Leger,  who  follows  ths 
law  here,  but  at  a  great  diftance :  he  was  fo  pert, 
I  was  forced  to  take  him  down  more  than  once.  I 
faw  to-day  the  Pope  and  Devil.,  and  the  other 
figures  oi  Cardinals ,  &c.  fifteen  in  all,  which  have 
made  fuch  a  noife.  1  have  put  an  under-ftrapper 
Upon  writing  a  two- penny  pamphlet  to  give  an 
account  of  the  whole  dcfign.  My  large  pamphlet 
will  be  publifhed  to-morrow,  copies  are  fent  to 
the  great  men  this  night.  Domville  is  come  home 
from  his  travels;  I  am  vexed  at  it ;  I  have  not 
feen  him  yet;  I  defign  to  prefent  him  to  all  the 
great  men. 

27.  Domville  came  to  me  this  morning,  and  we 
dined  at  Fontack\.,  and  were  all  day  together,  till 
fix  this  evening  ;  he  is  perfectly  as  fine  a  gentle- 
man as  1  know  ;  he  fet  me  down  at  lord  trcafurer's, 
with  whom  I  {laid  about  an  hour,  till  Monfieur 
5?(yj-,  the  Dutch  envoy,  came  to  him  about  bu- 
finefs.  My  lord  treafurer  is  pretty  well ;  but  ftilF 
in  the  hips  with  the  remains  of  the  rheumatifm. 
I  am  to  bring  Do?nville  to  my  lord  HarUy  in  a  day 
or  two.  It  was  the  dirtieft  rainy  day  that  ever  I 
faw.  The  pamphlet  *  is  publifned  ;  lord  treafu- 
rer had  it  by  him  on  the  table,  and  was  afking  me 
about  the  mottos  in  the  title  page;  he  gave  me 
one  of  them  hirnfelf.  I  mufl  fend  you  the  pam- 
phlet if  I  can. 

28.  Mrs.  Van  fent  to  me  to  dine  with  her  to-day, 
bccaufe  fome  ladies  of  my  acquaintance  were  to 
ke  there;  and  there  I  dined.     I  was  this  morning 

•  This  pamphlet  was  The  Condu6l  oftht  Allies. 
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to  return  Domvllle  his  vifit,  and  went  to  vifit  Mrs, 
Map)am,  who  was  not  within.  I  am  turned  out 
of  my  lodging  by  my  landlady  ;  it  feems'  her 
hufband  and  fon  are  coming  home;  but  I  have 
taken  another  lodging  hard  by,  in  Le'icejhr- Fields. 
I  prefented  Mr.  Domville  to  Mr.  Lewis  and  Mr. 
Prior  this  morning.  Prior  and  I  arc  called  the 
two  Sofias  in  a  (Vhig  news-paper.  Sojias^  can 
you  read  it  ?  The  pamphlet  begins  to  make  a 
noife:  I  was  afked  by  feveral  whether  I  had 
feen  it,  and  they  advifed  me  to  read  it,  for  it  was 
fomething  very  extraordinary.  I  fhall  be  fufpe^t- 
ed  :  and  it  will  have  feveral  paukry  anfv/ers.  It 
muft  take  its  fiite,  as  Savage  faid  of  his  fermon 
that  he  preached  at  Farnharn  on  Sir  Williatn 
Temples  death.  Domville  faw  Savage  in  Italy y 
and  fays  he  is  a  coxcomb,  and  half  mad  :  he  goes 
in  red,  and  with  yellow  vvailtcoats,  and  was  at  ce- 
remony kneeling  to  the  pope  on  a  Palm  San'la  , 
which  is  much  more  than  kifTing  his  toe  ;  and  I 
believe  it  will  ruin  him  here  when  'tis  told.  I'll 
anfwcr  your  letter  in  my  new  lodgings  :  I  have 
hardly  room  ;   I  muil  borrow  from  the  other  fide. 

29.  New  lodgings.  My  printer  came  this 
morning  to  tell  nic  he  mufl:  immediately  print 
a  fecond  edition,  and  lord  treafurer  made  one  or 
two  fmall  additions  :  they  muft  work  day  and 
night  to  have  it  out  on  Saturday  ;  they  fold  a  thou- 
fand  in  tv/o  days.  Our  fociety  met  to-day,  nine 
of  us  were  prefent,  we  dined  at  our  brother  Ba~ 
thurji's:  we  made  feveral  regulations,  and  have 
chofen  three  new  members,  lord  Orrery,  Jack  Hil/y 
who  is  Mrs.  Ala/barns  brother,  he  that  lately  mif- 
carried  in  the  expedition  to  Rebeck,  and  one  co- 
lonel Difney.  We  have  taken  a  room  in  a  houfe 
near  St.  James\  to  meet  in.   I  left  them  early  about 
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correcting  the  pamphlet,  &c.  and  am  now  got 
home,  iffc. 

30,  This  morning  I  carried  Domville  to  fee  my 
lord  Harie).,  and  I  did  feme  bufmefs  with  lord  trea- 
furer,  and  have  been  all  tnis  afternoon  with  the 
printer,  adding  fomething  to  the  feccnd  edition.  I 
dined  with  the  printer;  the  pamphlet  makes  a 
world  of  noife,  and  will  do  a  great  deal  of  good : 
it  tells  abundance  of  moft  important  facls  which 
were  r)ot  at  all  knov/n.  I'll  aniv/er  your  letter 
to-morrow  morning;  or  fuppofe  I  anfwer  it: juft 
now,  though  it  is  pretty  late.  Come  then — You 
fay  you  are  bufy  with  parliaments,  &c.  that's 
more  than  ever  I  will  be  when  I  come  back  ;  but 
you  will  have  none  thefe  two  years.  Lord  Samry, 
&c.  *  yes,  I  have  had  enough  on't.  1  am  glad 
jyiHy  is  mended  ;  does  not  he  thank  me  for  {hew- 
ing him  the  Court  znd  the  great  people's  faces? 
He  hrid  his  glafs  out  at  the  queen  and  the  reft. 
'Tis  right  what  DUfy  fays  ;  I  depend  upon  nothing 
from  my  friends  ;  but  to  go  back  as  I  came.  Never 
fcTir  Laracor,  'twill  inenn  with  a  Peace;  or  fu rely 
they'll  give  me  the  Dublin  parifh.     Stel/a  is  in  the 

*  Lord  Santry  \vs$  as  violent  a  Whig  as  Dick  7'igh$ 
[Vid.  Letter  59  in  Dodjlcfh  Colleftion,  dated  Feb.  10, 
1711].  ard  Dr.  Higgins,  who  is  in  this  place  hinted  at 
by  the  cffr.  much  fuch  another  as  Sache^uerell ;  confe- 
queniv  my  lord  was  an  cutr^ge^Ks  enemy  and  perfecutor 
of  Higgi/ts.  However,  it  happened  one  day  that  lord 
Santry  w?s  looking  out  of  the  great  window  at  Lucas's 
Coffee-houfe  when  Higgins  was  pa  fling  by  ;  How  do  you 
do,  Dodor  ?  faid  mv  lord,  in  a  fneering  contemptuous 
manner.  Very  well,  I  thank  you>  little  mafter,  faid 
Higgins.  Let  me  out,  let  me  out  to  him,  cried  Santry 
in  a  rage,  pretending  to  leap  out  of  the  window,  whicti 
was  not  far  from  the  ground.  Aye,  do,  faid  Higgins, 
let  him  out,  I'll  foon  pitch  him  in  to  you  again, 
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right ;    the  bifhop  of  OJfory  is  the  filHeft,  befl-nn- 
tured  wretcn  breathing,   of  as   little  confequence 
as   an  egs-fliell. — Well,  the  fpellingi  have  men- 
tioned before ;  only  the  nexr  time  fay  at  Icafl,  and 
not  at  left.     Pox  on   your  Newktry  :    what  can  I 
do  for  him  ?  I'll  give  his  cafe  (i  am  glad  it  is  not 
a  woman's)  to  what  members  I  know  ;    that's   all 
I  can  do.     Lord  treafurer's  lamenefs  goes  off  daily. 
pray  God    preferve   poor   good    Mrs.    Stsyte,  _{hc 
would   be   a  great  lofs    to  us  all ;  pray   give  her 
my  fervice,    and    tell    her    fhe  has    my   heartieft 
prayers.     I  pity   poor  Mrs   Manley ;    but  I  think 
the  child  is  happy  to  die,    confidering  how  little 
provifion  it  would  have  had.     Poh,    every   pam- 
phlet abufes  me,    and  for  things  that  I  never  writ. 
Joe  fliould  have  written    me  thanks   for  his   two 
hundred  pounds :  I  reckon  he  got  it  by  my  means ; 
and  I  muft  thank  the  duke  of  Ormonde  who  I  dare 
fvvcar  will  fay  he  did  it  on  my  account  ?  Are  they 
golden  pippins,  thofe  feven  apples  ?  We  have  had 
much  rain  every  day  as  well  as  you  :   7/.  17  ^.  8  d. 
old  blunderer,    not  \%fi).   I   have   reckoned  it  18 
times.     H(iwhJ])anj\  eight  pounds  is  not  reckoned  ; 
and  if  it  be  fecure,  it  may  lie  where  it  is,    unlefs 
they  defirc  to  pay  it:  fo  Parvifol  may  let  it  drop 
till  further  orders;    for  I  have  put  Mrs.    Wcjleys 
money  into  the  bank,  and  will  pay  her  with  Haivk- 
JJjaw's,. — I  mean  that  Hawlfhaivs  money  goes  for 
an  addition  to   MD^    you  know ;    but    be  good 
houfewives.     Bernage  never  comes  now  to  fee  me  ; 
he  has  no  more  to  a(k :   but  I  hear  he  has  been  ill. 
— A  pox  on  Mrs.  South'?,  aflair  ;   I  can  do  nothing 
in   it,   but  by  way  of  aflifting  any   body   clfc   that 
folicits  it,   by    dropping   a  favourable  word,   it  it 
comes  in  my  way.     Tell  JValls  I  do  no  more  for 
any  body  with  my  lord  tteafurer,  efpecially  a  thing 
of  this  kind.     Tell  him  I   have   fpent  all  my  dif- 
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cretion,  and  have  no  more  to  ufe. — And  (o  I  havtJ 
jinfwered.your  letter  fully  and  plainly — And  fo  I 
)iave  got  to  the  third  fide  of  my  paper,  which  is 
inore  than  belong'^  to  you,  young  women.  It 
goes  to-moi row,  To  nobody's  (orrow.  You  are 
iilly,  not  I ;  I'm  :i  poet,  if  I  had  but,  ^c. — Who's 
filly  now  ?  rogues  atid  lalTes,  tinder-boxes  and 
buzzards.  O  Lord,  1  am  in  a  high  vein  of  filli- 
nefs  ;  methought  I  was  fpeaking  to  deareft  little 
Jl</D  face  to  face.  There;  fo  lads,  enough  for 
to-night;  to  cards  with  the  blackguards.  Good 
pight,  my  delight,  &l. 

Dec.  I.  Pifh,  firrahs,  put  a  date  always  at  the 
bottom  of  the  letter  as  v/ell  as  the  top,  that  I  may 
know  when  you  fend  it ;  your  laft  is  of  Nov.  3d, 
yet  1  had  others  at  the  fame  time  written  a  fort- 
night after.  Whenever  you  would  have  any  mo- 
ney, fend  me  word  three  weeks  before  and  in  that 
time  you  Vv'ill  certainly  have  an  anfwer,  with  a 
bill  on  Parvifol ;  pray  do  this  ;  for  my  head  is  full 
and  it  will  eafe  my  mfinory.  Why,  I  think  I 
quoted  to  you  fome  of — 's  letter,  fo  you  may 
imagine  how  witty  the  reft  was;  for  it  was  all  of 
a  bunch,  as  goo-man  PeeJJey  fays.  Pray  let  us 
have  no  more  B:-Jjinefs,  but  Bufyvefs :  the  Deufe 
take  me  if  I  kr.ovv  how  to  fpell  it,  your  wrong 
ipelling,  madam  Stella^  has  put  me  out :  it  does  not 
look  right ;  let  me  fee,  Bujfmefs^  Bufyncfs^  Bujinefs^ 
^ifymjs^  Bifnefs,  B\fnefs ;  faith,  1  know  not  which 
is  right,  i  think  the  fecond  ;  I  believe  I  never  writ 
tl;e  word  in  my  life  before  ;  yes,  fure  I  muft  though; 
Bifincjs^  Bufynefsy  Bifynefs. — I  have  perplexed  my- 
ielf,  and  can't  do  it.  Prithee  a(k  Walls.  Bufincfs^  I 
fancy  that's  right.  Yes  it  is  ;  I  looked  in  my  oun 
pamphlet,  and  found  it  twice  in  ten  lines,  to  con- 
vince you  that  I  never  writ  it  before.  Oh,  now 
J  fee  it  as  plain  as  can  be ;  fo  yours  is  only  an  s 
"  ^  too 
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too  much.  The  parliament  will  certainly  meet 
on  Friday  next ;  the  Whigs  will  have  a  great  ma- 
jority in  the  houfe  of  lords;  no  care  is  taken 
to  prevent,  it ;  there  is  too  much  neglect ;  they  are 
warned  of  it,  and  that  fignifies  nothing:  it  was 
feared  there  would  be  fome  peeviih  addrefs  from 
the  lords  againft  a  Peace.  'Tis  faid  about  the 
town,  that  feveral  of  the  allies  begin  now  to  be 
content  that  a  Peace  fVjould  be  treated.  This 
is  all  the  news  I  have.  The  queen  is  pretty  well; 
and  fo  now  I  bid  poor  dearefl  MD  farewel  till  to- 
night, then  I  will  talk  with  them  again. 

The  fifteen  images  that  I  faw  were  not  worth 
forty  pounds,  fo  I  ftretched  a  little  when  I  faid  a 
thoufand.  The  Grub-Jfreet  account  of  that  tu- 
mult is  publiflied.  The  Devil  is  not  like  lord  trea- 
furer  ;  they  were  all  in  your  odd  antick  mafks, 
bought  in  common  (hops.  I  fear  Prior  will  not 
be  one  of  the  plenipotentiaries. 

I  was  looking  over  fome  of  this  letter,  and  find 
I  make  many  miftakes  of  leaving  out  words;  fo 
'tis  impofiible  to  find  my  meaning,  unlefs  you 
be  conjurers.  1  will  take  more  care  for  the  fu- 
ture, and  read  over  every  day  jufl  what  I  have 
written  that  day  ;  which  will  t.:ke  up  no  time  t© 
fpeak  of. 
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LETTER    XXXVI. 

London,  December  i,  171 1. 

/3^Y  lafi:  v/as  put  in  this  evening.  I  intended 
£0  dine  v/ith  Mr.  Mafoam  to-day,  and  called 
at  TVhke's  Chocolate-honfe  to  fee  if  he  was  there. 
Lord  iVlmrton  f:iw  me  at  the  door,  and  I  fr^w  him, 
but  took  no  notice,  and  v/as  going  away;  but  he 
came  through  the  crowd,  called  after  nie,  and  afk- 
ed  me  howl  did,  bV.  This  was  pretty;  and  I 
believe  he  wiflied  every  word  he  fpoke  was  a  halter 
to  hang  me.  Mafcam  did  not  dine  at  home,  fo  I 
ate  with  a  friend  in  the  neighbourhood.  The 
printer  has  not  fent  me  the  fecond  edition;  I 
knov/notthe  reafon,  for  it  certainly  came  out  to- 
day; perhaps  they  are  glutted  with  it  already.  I 
found  a  letter  from  lord  Harley  on  my  table,  to 
tell  m.e  that  his  father  defires  I  would  make  two 
fmall  alterations.     I  am  going  to  be  bufy,  ijfc. 

2.  Morning.  Seethe  blunder;  I  was  making 
it  the  37th  day  of  ihe  month  from  the  num.ber 
above.  Well,  but  I  am  {laying  here  for  old 
Frcudey  who  appointed  to  call  this  morning :  I  am 
ready  drefled  to  go  to  church  ;  I  fuppofe  he  dare 
not  flir  out  but  on  Sundays.  The  printer  called 
early  this  morning,  told  me  the  fecond  edition 
went  cfFytftcrday  in  five  hours,  and  he  muft  have 
a  third  ready  to-mor.  ow,  for  they  might  have  fold 
half  another  :  his  rtien  are  all  at  work  with  it, 
though  it  be  Sunday.  This  old  fool  will  not  come, 
and  1  fhall  mifs  church.— Morrow,  firrahs. — At 
night.  1  was  at  Ccurt  to-day;  the  queen  is  well 
and  walked  throu'^h  part  of  the  rooms.  I  dined 
with  the  fecretary,  and  difpatched  fome  bufinefs. 
He  tells  me,  the  Pui:h  envoy  defigns  to  complain 
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pf  that  pamphlet.  The  noife  it  makes  is  extra- 
ordinary. It  is  fit  it  Ihould  anfwer  the  pains  I 
have  been  at  about  it.  I  luppofe  it  will  be  printed 
in  Ireland.  Some  lay  it  to  Prior^  others  to  Mr. 
fecretary  St.  John.,  but  I  am  always  the  firft  they 
lay  every  thing  to.     I'll  i^o  fieep,  ^c. 

3.  I  have  ordered  Patrick  not  to  let  any  odd 
fellow  come  up  to  me  ;  and  to-day  a  fellow  would 
needs  fpeak  with  me  from  Sir  George  Prettyman.  I 
had  never  heard  of  him,  and  would  not  fee  the  mef- 
fenger  ;  but  at  laft  it  proved  that  this  Sir  George  has 
fold  his  eftate,  and  is  a  beggar.  Smithers,  the  Farn- 
ham  carrier,  brou2:ht  me  this  mornino:  a  letter  from 
your  mother,  with  three  papers  inclofcd  of  lady 
G'ijfard\  writing ;  one  owning  feme  exchequer 
bufmefs  of  100 /.  to  be  Su-lla\;  another  for  100  A 
that  fhe  has  of  yours,  which  I  xri^.iz  over  to  you 
for  Marljlon ;  and  a  third  for  30c  /.  ;  the  laft  is 
on  ftampt  paper.  I  think,  they  had  better  lie  in 
England  \w  fome  good  hand  till  lady  Giffard  d^xt^ ', 
and  I  will  think  of  fome  fuch  hand  before  I  come 
over.  I  was  afl^ing  Sinitbcrs  about  all  the  people 
of  Farnham.  Mrs.  IVhite  has  left  off  drefTing,  is 
troubled  with  lamencfs  and  fwelled  legs,  and  fel- 
dom  ftirs  out  j  but  her  old  hang-dog  hulband  as 
hearty  as  ever.  I  was  this  morning  with  lord  trea- 
furer  about  fomething  he  would  have  altered  in  the 
pamphlet;  but  it  can't  be  till  the  fmrth  edition, 
which  i  believe  will  be  Ibcn  ;  for  I  dined  with  the 
printer,  and  he  tells  me  they  have  fold  off  half  the 
third.  Mrs.  Percival znd  her  daughter  have  been 
in  town  thcfc  three  weeks,  which  1  never  heard  till 
to-day  ;  and  Mrs.  IVeficy  is  come  to  town  too,  to 
confult  Dr.  Raddiffc.  The  Whigs  are  refolved  to 
bring  that  pamphlet  into  the  houfe  of  lords  to  have 
it  condemned,  fo  I  hear.  But  the  printer  will 
iland  to  it,  and  not  own  the  author  j  he  muff  fay, 

he 
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!ie  had  it  from  the  penny- poft.  Some  people  talk 
as  if  the  houfc  of  lords  would  do  fome  peevifli 
thing  J  for  the  Jp'higs  are  now  a  great  majority 
in  it ;  our  minifleis  are  too  negligent  of  fuch 
things:  I  have  never  flipt  giving  them  warning; 
fome  of  them  are  fenfible  of  it ;  but  lord  treafurer 
ftanris  too  much  upon  his  own  legs.  I  fancy  his 
good  fortune  will  bear  him  out  in  every  thing; 
but  in  icafon  I  fhould  think-  this  ininiftry  to  ffand 
very  ur.iteady :  if  they  can  carry  a  Peace,  they 
may  hold  ;  J  believe  not  elfe. 

4.  Mr.  fecrctary  fent  to  me  to-day  to  dine  with 
him  alone;  but  we  had  two  more  with  us,  which 
hindeied  me  doing  fome  bufmefs.  I  was  this  morn- 
ing with  young  Har courts  fecretary  to  our  fociety, 
to  take  a  room  for  our  weekly  m.eetings ;  and  the 
fellow  afked  us  five  guineas  a  week  only  to  have 
leave  to  dine  once  a  week  ;  was  not  that  pretty  ? 
fo  we  broke  off  with  him,  and  are  to  dine  next 
Ihurfday  at  Harcotirth  (he  is  lord  keeper's  Ton). 
They  have  fold  off  above  half  the  third  edition, 
and  anlwers  are  coming  out :  the  Dutch  envoy  re- 

•  fufed  dining  with  Dr.  D'avenant^  becaufe  he  was 
fufpe6fed  to  write  it :  I  have  made  fome  alterations 
in  every  edition,  and  it  has  cofl  me  more  trouble, 
for  the  time^  fince  the  printing  than  before.  'Tis 
fent  over  to  Ireland,  and  I  fuppofe  you  will  have 
it  reprinted. 

5.  They  are  now  printing  the  fourth  edition, 
■which  is  reckoned  very  extraordinary,  confidering 
'tis  a  dear  tvvelvepenny  book,  and  not  bought  up 
in  numbers  by  the  party  to  give  away,  as  the  Whigs 
do,  but  purely  upon  it's  own  ftrength.  I  have 
got  an  under  fpur-leather  to  write  an  Examiner 
again,  and  the  fecretary  and  I  will  now  and  then 
fend  hints ;  but  we  would  have  it  a  little  upon 
the  Grubjlrcety  to'  be  a  match   for  their  writers. 

I  dined 
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1  dined  with  lord  trcafurcr  to-ddv  at  five  j  he  dinetJ 
by  himrdl' after  his  larniiy,  and  drinks  no  claret 
yet,  for  fear  of  his  rheumatifm,  of  which  he  is  al- 
mofl  well.  Ke  was  very  pleafant,  as  he  is  always; 
yet  I  fancied  he  was  a  little  touched  with  the  pre- 
fent  pofture  of  affairs.  The  ele£lor  of  Ha)iover''s 
miniiter  here  has  given  in  a  violent  inemoriai 
againft  the  Peace,  and  caufed  it  to  be  printed. 
The  IVhig  lords  are  doing  their  utmolt  for  a  ma- 
jority againft  Fr/VZ/Ty,  and  defign,  if  they  can.  to 
addrcfs  ihe  queen  againft  the  Peace.  Lord  Not- 
tlngham^  a  famous  Tory  and  fpeech-raaker,  is  gone 
over  to  the  IVbig  fide  :  they  toaft  him  daily,  and 
lord  IVhartm  fays.  It  is  Difmal  (fo  they  call  him 
from  his  looics)  will  fave  England  at  laft.  Lord 
treafurer  was  hintina;  as  if  he  wifhcd  a  ballad  was 
made  on  him,  and  I  will  get  up  one  againlt  to- 
morrow. He  gave  me  a  fcurrilous  printed  paper 
of  bad  vcrfes  on  himfelf,  under  the  name  of  the 
Englijh  Catiline,  and  made  me  read  them  to  the 
compaiiy.  It  v/as  his  birth-day,  which  he  would 
not  tell  us,  but  lord  Harley  whifpered  it  to  me. 

6.  I  was  this  morning  making  the  ballad, 
two  degrees  above  Gruhjlrcct  \  at  noon  I  paid  a  vi- 
fit  to  Mrs.  Mafoam,  and  then  went  t)  dine  with 
our  fociety.  Poor  lord  keeper  dined  below  ftairs, 
I  fuppofe  on  a  bit  of  mutton.  We  chofe  two 
member:;;  we  were  eleven  met,  the  grcatcft  meet- 
ing we  ever  had  :  I  am  next  week  to  introduce 
Icrd  Oncyy.  The  printer  came  btfore  we  parted, 
and  brought  the  ballad,  which  made  them  laugh 
very  heartily  a  dozen  times.  He  is  going  to  print 
the  pamphlet  in  fmall,  a  fifth  edition,  lo  be  taken 
off  by  friends  and  fent  into  the  country.  A  fix- 
pcnny  anfwcr  is  come  out,  good  for  nothing,  but 
guefling  me  among  others  for  the  author.  To- 
morrow is  the  fatal  day  for  ihc  parliament  meet- 
ing. 
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ing,  and  we  are  full  of  hopes  and  fears.  We  rec- 
kon we  have  a  majority  of  ten  on  our  fide  in  the 
houfe  of  lords ;  yet  I  obferved  A/Irs.  Majloam  a 
little  uneafy;  fhe  aiTures  me  the  queen  is  flout. 
The  duke  of  Marlborough  has  not  feen  the  queen 
for  forne  days  paft  ;  Mrs,  Majham  is  glad  of  it, 
becaufe  fhe  fays,  he  tells  a  hunJred  lies  to  his 
friends  of  what  (lie  fays  to  him  :  he  is  one  day 
humble,  and  the  next  on  the  high  ropes.  The 
duke  ofOrmondy  they  fay,  will  be  in  town  to-nio-ht 
by  twelve. 

7.  This  being  the  day   the   parliament  was  io 
meet,   and  the  great  queftion  to  be  determined,  I 
went  with  Dr.  Freind  to  dine  in  the  city,  on  pur- 
pofe  to  be  out  of  the  way,  and  we  fent  our  printer 
to  fee  what  was  our  fate;    but  he  gave  us  a  raoft 
melancholy  account  of  things.     The  earl  of  AW- 
tingham  began,  and  fpoke  againft  a  Peace,  and  de- 
fired  that  in  their  addrefs  they  might  put  in  a  claufe 
to  advife  the  queen  net  ta  make  a  peace  without 
Spain ;    which  was  debated,    and   carried   by   the 
Wh'igs  by  about  fix  voices  :  and  this  has  happened 
entirely  by  my  lord  treafurer's  neglect,   who  did 
not  take  timely  care  to  make  up  all  his  flrenoth, 
although  every  one  of  us  gave  him  caution  enough. 
Noiiingham  has  certainly  been  bribed.     The  quef- 
tion is  yet  only  carried  in  the  committee  of  the  whole 
houfe,  and  we  hope  when  it  is  reported  to  the  houfe 
to-  morrow,  we  Hiall  have  a  majority  by  fome  Scotch 
lords  coming  to  town.     However,   it  is  a  mighty 
blow  and  lofs  of  reputation  to  lord  treafurer,  and 
may  end  in  his  ruin.     I  hear  the  thing  only  as  the 
printer  brought  it,   who  was  at  the  debate;  but 
hov/  the  miniftry  take  it,   or  what  their  hopes  and 
fears  are,   I  cannot  tell  until  I  ice  them.     I  fhall 
be  early  with  the   fecretary  to-morrow,    and  then 
I  v^ill  tell  you  more,  and  fhall  write  a  full  account 

to 
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to  the  biftiop  of  Chgher  to-morrow,  and  to  thg 
archbifhop  oi  Dublin^  if  I  have  time.  I  am  hor- 
ribly down  at  prefent.  I  long  to  know  how  lord 
treafurer  bears  this,  and  what  remedy  he  has. 
The  duke  of  O r mond  ca.me  this  day  to  town,  and 
was  there. 

8.  I  was  early  this  morning  with  the  fecretary, 
and  talk't  over  this  matter.  He  hoped,  that  when 
it  was  reported  this  day  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  they 
would  difagree  with  their  committee,  and  fo  the 
matter  would  go  ofF,  only  with  a  little  lofs  of  re- 
putation to  lord  treafurer.  I  dined  with  Dr.  Coc^- 
iurn,  and  after  a  Scotch  member  came  in,  and  told 
us  that  the  claufe  was  carried  againft  the  Court  in 
the  houfe  of  lords  almoft  two  to  one  ;  I  went  im- 
mediately to  Mrs.  MaJ})am^  and  meet  ng  Dr.  Ar~ 
buthnott  (the  queen's  favourite  phyfician)  we  went 
together.  She  was  juft  come  from  waiting  at 
the  queen's  dinner,  and  going  to  her  OA'n.  She 
had  heard  nothing  of  the  thing  being;  Lone  a-ainfc 
us.  It  feems  lord  treafurer  had  been  fo  negligent, 
that  he  was  with  the  queen  while  the  queftion  was 
put  in  the  houfe :  I  immediately  told  A'Irs.  Majhanif 
that  either  fhe  and  lord  treafurer  had  joined  with 
the  queen  to  betray  us,  or  that  they  two  were  be- 
trayed by  the  queen :  fhe  protcf^ed  folcmnly  it  was 
not  the  former,  and  I  believed  her ;  but  (lie  gave  me 
fome  lights  to  fufpeit  the  queen  is  changed.  For, 
yefierday  when  the  queen  was  going  from  the  houfe, 
where  (lie  fat  to  hear  the  debate,  the  duke  of 
Shrewjhtiry  lord  chamberlain  aflcsd  her,  whether  he 
or  the  great  chamberlain  Lindfay  ought  to  lead  her 
out ;  flie  anfwered  ihort.  Neither  of  you,  and  gave 
her  hand  to  tiie  duke  of  Somcrfc^^  who  was  louder 
than  any  in  the  houfe  for  the  clauTe  againft  a  Peace. 
She  gave  me  one  or  two  more  initances  of  this 
fort,  which  convince  me  that  the  queen  is  falfe,  or 

at 
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tt  leaft  very  much  wavering.     Mr.  Majhdm  beg-s 
ged  us  to  ftay,    becaufe  lord  treafurer  would  cail, 
and  we  were  rcfolved  to  fall  on  him  about  his  neg- 
ligence in  fecuiing  a  majority.     He  came,  and  ap- 
peared in  good   humour   as  ufual,  but  1  thought 
his  countenance   was  much    caft  down.     I  rallied 
him,  and  delired  him  to  give  me  his   ftafF,   which 
he  did  ;    I  told  him,   if  he  would   fecure  it  me  a 
week,  I  would   fet  all   right :    he  aflced.  How  ?   I 
faid,   I  would  immediately  turn  lord  Marlborough, 
his  two  daughters,  the  duke  and  duchefs  oi  Somer- 
fet^  and  lord  Chohmndely  out  of  all  their  employ- 
ments ;   and  1  believe  he  had  not  a  friend  but  was 
of  my  opinion.     Arbuthnott  afked,   How  he  came 
not  to  fecure  a  majority  ?  He  could  anfwer  nothing, 
but  that  he  could  not  help  it,  if  people  would  lie 
and  forfwear.     A  poor  anfwer  for   a  great  mi- 
nlfter.     There  fell   from    him  a   fcripture  expref- 
fion,    that  the  hearts  of  kings  are  urife  arch  able.     I 
told  him.  It  v.'as  what  I  feared,  and  was  from  him 
the  worft  news  he  could  tell   me.     I   begged   him 
to  know  what  we  had  to  truft  to  ;  he  ftuck  a  little  ; 
but  at  lafl;  bid  me  not  fear,    for  all  would  be  well 
yet.     We  would  fain  have  had  him  eat  a  bit  where 
he  was,   but  he  would  go  home,  it  was  paft  fix  : 
he    msde    me  go  home  with    him.      There    we 
found   his  brother  and  Mr.  fecretary.     He   made 
his  fun  take  a  lift  of  all  in  the  houfe  of  commons 
\yho  h.:d  places,  and  yet  voted  againft  the  Courts 
in  fuch  amanner  as  if  they  fhould  lofe  their  places  : 
I  doubt  he  is  not  able  to  compafs  it.     Lord  keeper 
came  in  an  hour,  and  they  were  going  upon  bu- 
finefs.     So  I  left  him,  and  returned  to  Mrs.  Ma~ 
Jham  J  hut  (he  had  company  with  her,  and  I  would' 
not  fby — This  is   a  long  journal,    and  of  a  day 
that  may    produce   great  alterations,  and    hazard 
th,i:  iw'm  of  England^     The   Whigs  are  all   in  tri- 
umph J. 
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umph  ;  they  foretold  how  all  this  would  be,  but 
we  thought  it  boafting.  Nay,  they  faid  the  par- 
liament fhould  be  difl'olved  before  Chrijimas,  and 

perhaps    it    may-:    this    is    all    your   d d 

duchefs  of  So?nerf£t^s  doings.  I  warned  them 
of  it  nine  months  ago,  and  a  hundred  times  fmce  : 
the  fecretary  always  dreaded  it.  I  told  lord  trea- 
furer,  I  fhould  have  the  advantage  of  him  ;  for 
he  would  lofe  his  head,  and  I  ihould  only  be 
hanged,  and  fo  carry  my  body  entire  to  the  grave. 

9.  I  was  this  morning  with  Mr.  fecretary;  we 
are  both  of  opinion  that  the  queen  is  falfe.  I 
told  him  what  I  heard,  and  he  confirmed  it  by 
other  circumftances.  I  then  went  to  my  friend 
Lewis^  who  had  fent  to  fee  me.  He  talks  of  no- 
thing but  retiring  to  his  eftate  in  Wales.  He  gave 
me  reafons  to  believe  the  whole  matter  is  fettled 
between  the  queen  and  the  Whtgi\  he  hears  that 
lord  Somers  is  to  be  treafurer,  and  belie%es,  that 
fooner  than  turn  out  the  duchefs  of  Somcrfet^  fhe 
will  difTolve  the  parliament,  and  get  a  W>iggijh 
one,  which  may  De  done  by  managing  elcitions. 
Things  are  now  in  the  crifis,  and  a  day  or  two 
will  determine.  I  have  defined  him  to  engage  lord 
treafurer,  that  as  foon  as  he  finds  the  change  is 
refolved  on,  he  will  fend  me  abroad  as  queen  s  fe- 
cretary fome where  or  other,  where  I  may  remaia 
till  the  new  minifters  recal  me  ;  and  then  I  will 
be  fick  for  five  or  fix  months  till  the  llorm  has 
fpent  itfelf.  I  hope  he  will  grant  me  this;  fori 
Ihould  hardly  truft  myfelf  to  the  mercy  of  my  ene- 
mies* while  their  anger  is  frcfli.  I  dined  to  day 
with  the  fecretary,  who  affe£ls  mirth,  ami  feems  to 
hope  all  vi'ill  yet  be  well.  I  took  him  afide  afcer 
dinner,  told  him  how  I  had  ferved  them,  and  had 
afked  no  reward,  but  thought  I  might  afk  facurity; 
and   then  delircd   the  fame  thing  of  him,  to  fend 
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me  abroad  before  a  change.  He  embraced  me,  and 
Iwore  he  would  take  the  fame  care  of  me  as  him- 
felf,  ^c.  but  bid  me  have  courage,  for  that  in  two 
days  my  lord  treafurer's  wildom  would  appear 
greater  than  ever  ;  that  he  fufFered  all  that  had 
happened  on  purpofe,  and  had  taken  meafures  to 
turn  it  to  advantage.  I  faid,  God  fend  it ;  but  I 
do  not  believe  a  fy liable;  and  as  far  as  I  can  judge, 
the  game  is  loft.  I  fhall  know  more  foon,  and 
my  letters  will  at  leaft  be  a  good  hiftory  to  (hew 
you  the  fleps  of  this  change. 

10.  I  was  this  morning  withZ^zy/V,  who  thinks 
they  will  let  the  parliament  fit  till  they  have  given 
the  money,  and  then  diflblve  them  in  Spring,  and 
break  the  miniftry.  He  fpoke  to  lord  treafurer 
about  what  I  defired  him.  .  My  lord  defired  him 
with  great  earneftnefs  to  alTure  me,  that  all  would 
be  well,  and  that  I  Ihould  fear  nothing.  1  dined 
in  the  city  with  a  friend.  This  day  the  commons 
went  to  the  queen  with  their  addrefs,  and  all  the 
lords  who  were  for  the  Peace  went  with  them,  to 
fliew  their  zeal.  I  have  now  fome  further  con- 
vi£lion  that  the  queen  is  falfe,  and  it  begins  to  be 
known. 

11.  I  went  between  two  and  three  to  fee  Mrs. 
Majham ;    while  I  was  there  fhe  went  to  her  bed- 
chamber to  try  a  petticoat.  Lord  treafurer  came  in 
to  fee  her,   and  feeing  me  in  the  outer  room  fell  a 
rallying  me ;    fays  he,  You  had  better  keep  com- 
pany with  me,  than  with  fuch  a  fellow  as  Leivis^ 
who  has  not  the  foul  of  a  chicken,  nor  the  heart 
of  a   mite;     Then   he  went  i'n  to  Mrs.  MoJJoamy 
and  as  he  came  back  defired  her  leave  to  let  me 
go  home  with  him  to  dinner.     He  afked,   whe- 
ther I  was  not  afraid  to  be  feen  with  him  ?    I 
faid,  I  never  valued  my  lord  treafurer  in  my  life, 
and  therefore  Ihould  have  always  the  fame  eiieem 
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for  Mr.  Harley  and  lord  Oxford.  He  Teemed  to 
talk  confidently,  as  if  he  reckoned  that  all  this 
would  turn  to  advantage.  I  coukl  not  forbear 
hinting,  that  he  was  not  fure  of  the  queen;  and 
that  thofe  fcoundrel,  ftarving  lords  would  never 
have  dared  to  vote  againft  the  Court,  if  Somerfet 
had  not  aflured  them,  that  it  would  pleafe  the 
queen.  He  faid.  That  was  true,  and  Somerfet  did 
fo.  I  (laid  till  fix  ;  then  de  Buys,  the  Dutch  envoy, 
came  to  him,  and  I  left  him.  Prior  was  with  us 
a  while  after  dinner.  I  fee  him  and  all  of  them 
caft  down ;  though  they  make  the  heft  of  it. 

12.  i^jr^  is  come  to  town  ;  I  faw  him  laft  ni^ht  ; 
he  is  in  no  fear,  but  fanguine,  although  I  have  told 
him  theftate  of  things.  This  change  fo  refembles 
the  laft,  that  I  wonder  they  do  not  obferve  ir. 
The  fecretary  fent  for  me  yefterday  to  dine  with 
him,  but  I  was  abroad  ;  I  hope  he  had  fomething 
to  fay  to  me.  This  is  morning,  and  I  write  ia 
bed.  I  am  going  to  the  duke  of  Ormond,  whom  I 
have  not  yet  feen.  Morrow,  firrahs. — At  night- 
1  was  to  fee  the  duke  of  Ormond  this  morning: 
he  afkcd  me  two  or  three  queftions  after  his  civil 
way,  and  they  related  to  Ireland:  at  laft  I  told 
him,  that  from  the  time  I  had  feen  him,  I  never 
once  thought  of  /r//Z>  affairs.  He  whifpcred  me, 
that  he  hoped  I  had  done  fome  good  things  here  ; 
I  faid.  If  every  body  elfe  had  done  half  as  much, 
we  ihould  not  be  as  we  are  :  then  we  went  afide, 
and  talked  over  affairs.  I  told  him  how  all  thincs 
flood,  and  adviffd  him  what  was  to  be  done.  I  then 
went  and  fat  an  hour  with  the  duchcfs;  then  as 
long  with  lady  OgUthorf,  who  is  fo  cunning  a  de- 
vil, that  I  belies  e  fhe  could  yet  find  a  remedy,  if 
they  would  take  her  advice.  I  dined  wiih  a  fnend 
at  court. 

I   2  13.  I 
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13.  I  was  this  morning  with  the  fecretary'; 
he  will  needs  pretend  to  talk  as  if  things  would 
be  well  ;  "VV^ill  you  believe  it,  faid  he,  if  you  fee 
thefe  people  turned  out  ?  I  faid.  Yes,  if  I  faw  the 
dake  and  duchefs  of  Somerfet  out :  he  fwore,  if 
they  were  nor,  he  would  give  up  his  place.  Our 
Society  dined  to-day  at  Sir  JVilllmn  JVyndhams  ; 
we  were  thirteen  prefent.  Lord  Orrery^  and  two 
other  members  were  introduced  ;  I  left  them  at 
fcven.  1  forgot  to  tell  you,  that  the  printer  told 
me  ycderday,  that  Morphezv,  the  publifher,  was 
fent  for  by  that  lord  chief  jullice,  who  was  a  ma- 
nager againil  Sacheverell :  he  lliewed  him  two  or 
three  papers  and  pamphlets ;  among  the  reft 
mine  of  the  Condu^l  of  the  Allies^  threatened  him, 
afKcd  who  was  the  author,  and  has  bound  him 
over  to  appear  next  term.  He  would  not  have 
the  impudence  to  do  this,  if  he  did  not  forefee 
what  was  coming-  at  court. 

14.  Lord  ^helburn  was  with  me  this  morning, 
to  be  informed  of  the,  ftate  of  affairs,  and  defired 
I  would  anfv/er  all  his  obje6i:ions  againil:  a  Peace, 
which  v/as  foon  done,  for  he  would  not  give  me 
room  to  put  in  a  word.  He  is  a  man  of  good  fenfe 
enough ;  but  argues  fo  violently,  that  he  will 
ibme  day  or  other  put  himiclf  into  a  confump- 
tion.  He  defires  that  he  may  not  be  denied  when 
he  comes  to  fee  me,  v/hich  I  promifed,  but  will 
not  perform.  Leigh  and  Sterile  fet  out  for  Irdand 
on  Monday  fennight :  I  fuppofe  they  will  be  with 
you  long  before  this. — I  was  to-night  drinking 
very  good  w^ine  in  fcurvy  company,  at  leait    fome 

.  of  them  J  I  was  drawn  in,  but  will  be  more  cau- 
tious for  the  future :   'tis  late,  &c, 

15.  Morning.  They  fav  the  Occafional  bill  is 
brought  to-day  into  the  houfc   oi  lords  j    but  I 

knov/ 
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k'now  not.  I  v/ill  now  put  an  end  to  my  letter, 
and  give  it  into  the  poft-houfc  myfclf.  This  v/iil 
be  a  memorable  letter,  and  I  fhall  figh  to  fee  it 
fome  years  hence.  Here  arc  the  firft  fteps  towards 
the  ruin  of  an  excellent  miniftry  ;  for  I  look  upon 
them  as  certainly  ruined  ;  and  God  knov/s  what 
may  be  the  confequences. — 1  now  bid  my  deareft 
MD  farewel ;  for  company  is  coming,  and  I  muft 
be  at  lord  Dartriiouth\  office  bv  noon.  Farewel, 
dcareft  MD  \  I  wilh  you  a  rrierry  Chrijlmas  \  I 
believe  you  v/iU  have  this  about  that  time.  Love 
PreJIo,  who  loves  MD  above  all  things  a  thoufand 
times.     Farewel  again,  deareft  MD,  &:c. 

LETTER     XXXVir. 

London,  Dec.  15,  1711. 

X  PUT  in  my  letter  this  evening  myfelf.  I 
was  to-day  enquirina;  at  the  fecretary's  oflice  of 
Mr.  Lewis^  how  things  went :  1  there  met  Prior, 
who  told  me,  he  gave  all  for  gone,  &€.  and  was 
of  opinion  the  whole  miniflry  would  give  up  their 
places  next  week  ;  Lewis  thinks  they  will  not  till 
Springs  when  the  feffion  is  over ;  both  of  them, 
entirely  defpair.  I  went  to  fee  iMrs.  MnPmtn,  who 
invited  me  to  dinner  ;  but  I  was  cnjaoed  to  Lnuis. 
At  four  I  v/cnt  to  MaJJ.-am's.  He  came  and  whif- 
pered  me,  that  he  had  it  from  a  very  good  hand, 
that  all  would  be  well,  and  I  found  them  both 
very  chearful.  The  company  was  going  to  the 
Opera,  but  dcfired  I  would  come  and  fup  with 
them.  I  did  fo  at  ten,  and  lord  treafurer  was  there, 
and  fat  with  us  till  paft  twelve,  and  was  more 
chearful  than  I  have  feen  him  thefe  ten  days. 
Mis.  Mdjham  told  mc,  he  was  mightily  cafl  down 
jbme  days  ago,   and   he  could  not  indeed  hide  it 
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from  me.  Arbuthnott  is  in  good  hopes,  that  the 
queen  has  not  betrayed  us ;  but  only  has  been 
frightened,  and  flattered,  ^<Jc.  But  I  cannot  yet  be 
of  his  opinion,  whether  my  reafons  are  better,  or 
that  my  fears  are  greater.  I  do  refolve,  if  they 
give  up,  or  are  turned  out  foon,  to  retire  for  fome 
months,  and  I  have  pitched  upon  the  place  already: 
but  I  will  take  methods  for  hearing  from  MD^ 
and  writing  to  them.  But  I  would  be  out  of  the 
way  upon  the  firft  of  the  ferment ;  for  they  lay  all 
things  on  me,  even  fome  I  have  never  read. 

i6.  1  took  courage  to-day,  and  went  to  Court 
with  a  very  chearful  countenance.  It  was  migh- 
tily crowded ;  both  parties  coming  to  obferve  each 
other's  faces.  I  avoided  lord  HaUifax'a  bow  till 
he  forced  it  on  me;  but  we  did  not  talk  together. 
I  could  not  make  lefs  than  fourfcore  bows,  of 
which  about  twenty  might  be  to  Whigs.  The 
duke  or  Scmerjct  is  gone  to  Pet-worth.,  and,  I  hear, 
the  duchefs  too,  of  which  I  [hall  be  very  glad. 
Prince  Eugene.,  who  was  expected  here  fome  days 
ago,  we  are  now  told,  will  not  come  at  all.  The 
Whigs  defigncd  to  have  met  him  v^'ith  forty  thou- 
iand  horfe.  Lord  treafurer  told  me  fome  days 
ago  of  his  difcourfe  with  the  emperor's  refident, 
that  puppy //(T^OT^;?,  about  prince  Eugene's  coming  ; 
by  which  I  found  my  lord  would  hinder  it,  if  he 
could  ;  and  we  fnail  be  all  glad  if  he  does  not 
come,  and  think  it  a  good  point  gained.  Sir  Jn- 
drew  Foimiain^  Ford  and  I  dined  to-day  with  Mrs; 
Fan  by  invitation. 

17.  I  have  miilakcn  the  day  of  the  month,  and 
been  forced  to  mend  it  thrice.  I  dined  to-day 
with  Mi.  Mafimm  and  his  lady,  by  invitation. 
Lord  treafurer  v/as  to  be  there,  but  came  not.  It 
was  to  entertain  Buys.,  the  Dutch  envoy,  who. 
fp^aks  EiigUjh  v/eJl  enough  ;  he  was  plaguy  poli- 
tick. 
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tick,  telling  a  thoufaiid  lies,  of  which  none  pafied 
upon  any  of  us.  We  are  ftill  in  the  condition  of 
fufpcnfe,  and,  I  think,  have  little  hopes.  The 
,  duchcfs  oi  Sonierfet  is  not  gone  to  Pctvjorth\  only 
the  duke;  and  that  is  a  poor  facrifice.  I  believe 
the  queen  certainly  defigns  to  change  the  miniftry ; 
but  perhaps  may  put  it  off  till  the  feffion  is  over  : 
and  I  think  they  had  becter  give  up  now,  if  fhe 
will  not  deal  openl^  ;  and  then  they  need  not  an- 
fwer  for  the  confequences  of  a  Peace,  when  it  is 
in  other  hands,  and  may  yet  be  broken.  They  fay, 
my  lord  privy  feal  fets  out  for  Holland  this  week : 
fo  the  Peace  goes  on. 

1 8.  It  has  rained  hard  from  morning  till  night, 
and  coft  me  three  (hillings  in  coach-hire.  We 
have  had  abundance  of  wet  weather.  I  dined  in 
the  city,  and  was  v/ith  the  printer,  who  has  now 
a  fifth  edition  of  the  Condulyl^  ij'c,  it  is  in  fmall, 
and  fold  for  fix- pence;  they  have  printed  as  manyas 
three  editions,  becaufe  they  are  to  be  fent  in  num- 
bers into  the  country  by  great  men,  ^c.  who  fub- 
fcribe  for  hundreds.  It  has  been  fent  a  fortnifrht  Z2.o 
to  Ireland-,  i  fuppofe  you  will  print  it  there.  The 
Tory  lords  and  commons  in  parliament  argue  all 
from  it:  and  all  agree,  that  never  any  thing  of 
that  kind  was  of  fo  great  confequcncc,  or  made 
fo  many  converts.  By  the  time  I  have  fent  this 
letter,  I  expeft  to  hear  from  little  MD  :  it  will  be 
a  month  two  days  hence  fince  I  had  your  laft, 
and  I  will  allow  ten  davs  for  accidents.  I  cannot 
get  rid  of  the  leavings  of  a  cold  I  got  a  month  ago ; 
or  elfe  it  is  a  new  one.  I  have  been  writmg  let- 
ters all  this  evening  till  I  am  weary,  and  I  am 
fending  out  another  little  thing,  which  I  hope 
to  finifh  this  week,  and  defign  to  fend  to  the 
printer  in  an  unknown  hand.  There  was  printed 
a  Crub-Jlrcet  fpecch  of  lord  Nottingham  j  and   he 

I  4  was 
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was  fuch  an  owl  to  complain  of  It  in  the  houCc 
of  lords,  who  have  taken  up  the  printer  for 
it.  I  heard  zt  Courts  than  If^alpole  (a  great /i^^/V mem- 
ber) faid,  that  I  and  my  whimfical  dub  writ  it  at  one 
of  our  meetings,  and  that  I  (hould  pay  for  it.  He 
will  find  he  liei ;  and  I  fhall  let  him  know  by  a  third 
hand  my  thoughts  of  him.  He  is  to  be  fecretary 
of  flate,  if  the  miniftry  changes ;  but  he  has  lately 
had  a  bribe  proved  againft  him  in  parliament,  while 
he  was  fecretary  at  war.  He  is  one  of  the  JVhigs; 
chief  fpeakers. 

19,  Sad  difmal  weather.  I  went  to  the  fecre- 
tary's  office,  and  Lewis  made  me  dine  with  him. 
I  intended  to  have  dined  with  lord  treafurer.  I 
have  not  feen  the  fecretary  this  week.  Things 
do  not  mend  at  all.  Lord  Dartmouth  defpairs,  and 
is  for  giving  up;  Lewis  is  of  the  fame  mind  ;  but 
lord  treafurer  only  fays,  Poh,  poh,  all  will  be  well. 
I  am  come  home  early  to  finifli  fom.ething  I  am 
doing ;  but  I  find  I  want  heart  and  humour  ;  and 
would  read  any  idle  book  that  came  in  my  way. 
I  have  juft  fent  away  a  penny  paper  to  make  a 
little  mifchicf.  Pot'iik  is  gone  to  the  burial  of 
an  Lijh  footman,  who  was  Dr.  King's  fervant ; 
he  died  of  a  confumption,  a  fit  death  for  a  poor 
ftarving  wit's  f^ctman.  The  Irijh  fervants  al- 
ways club  to  bury  a  countrymian. 

20.  I  was  with  the  fecretary  this  morning,  and  for 
aught  I  can  fee  v/e  fhall  have  a  languifhing  death  : 
I  can  know  nothing,  nor  themfelves  neither.  I 
dined,  you  know,  with  our  Society,  and  that  odi- 
ous fecretary  would  make  me  prefident  next  week, 
fo  I  muft  entertain  them  this  day  fennight  at  the 
Tbatched-houfe  Tavern^  where  we  dined  to-day ; 
jt  will  coft  me  five  or  fix  pounds ;  yet  the  fecre- 
tary fayp,  he  will  give  me  wine.  I  found  a  letter 
when  i  came  home  from  the  biiliop  of  Chgher. 

21,  This 
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21.  This  is  the  firft  time  I  ever  got  a  new  cold 
before  the  old  one  was  going :  it  came  yeflerday, 
and  appeared  in  all  due  fo;ms,  eyes  and  nofe 
running,  ^f.  and  is  now  very  had,  and  I  cannot 
tell  how  I  got  it.  Sir  Andrew  Fountain  and  I 
were  invited  to  dine  with  Mrs.  Vcm. — I  was  this 
morning  with  the  duke  of  Or/;??/?^';  and  neither 
he  nor  I  cnn  think  of  any  thing  to  comfort  us 
in  prefent  affars.  We  nuifl:  certainly  fall,  if 
the  duchcfs  of  Somerft  be  not  turned  out;  and 
no  body  believes  the  queen  will  ever  part  with 
her.  The  duke  and  I  were  fettling  when  Mr. 
fecretary  and  I  ihould  dine  with  him,  and  he  fixt 
upon  Tucfday  ;  and  when  I  came  away  I  remem- 
bered it  was  Chrijimas  day.  I  was  to  fee  lady  — , 
who  is  juft  up  after  lying-in  ;  and  the  uglicft 
fight  I  have  feen,  pale,  dead,  old  and  yellow,  for 
want  of  her  paint.  She  has  turned  my  fl-omach. 
But  fhe  will  fooii  be  painted,  and  a  beauty  again. 

22.  I  find  myfelf  diforucred  v/ith  a  pain  all 
round  the  fmall  of  my  back,  which  1  imputed 
to  Ckompagne  I  had  drunk;  but  find  it  to  have 
been  only  my  new  cold.  It  was  a  fine  frofty 
day,  and  1  relolved  to  walk  into  the  city.  I  cal- 
led at  lord  treafurer's  at  eleven,  and  ftaid  fomc 
time  with  him.  He  fhewed  me  a  letter  from  a 
great  prefbytcrian  parfon  *  to  him,  complaining 
how  their  friends  had  betrayed  them  by  paffing  this 
Conformity  Bill;  and  he  fliev/ed  me  the  anfv.-er  he 
had  written  ;  which  his  friends  v/ould  not  let  him 
fend  ;  but  was  a  very  good  one.  He  is  very  chearful  ; 
but  gives  one  no  hopes,  nor  has  any  to  give.  I 
went  into  the  city,  and  there  1  dined. 

*  Tiiis  prePjytcriaa  teacher  was  Mr,  Shoiver.  Vice 
Mb  letter  to  til-  lord  high  treafurer  Oxford,  and  my  lord 
ticafiirci's  anCwcr,  in  tiie  Cnllcftion  of  Letters  printed 
bv  Joknfon,    r763,  No.  6  and  7. 

23.  Morn- 


(       122      ) 

23-  Morning.  As  I  was  drefling  to  go  to 
church,  a  friend  that  was  to  fee  me,  advifed  mc 
not  to  ftir  out  j  fo  I  fhall  keep  at  home  to-day, 
and  only  eat  fome  broth,  if  I  can  get  it.  It  is  a 
terrible  cold  froft,  and  fnovv  fell  ycllerday,  which 
lijll  remains,  look,  there  you  may  fee  it  from  the 
pent-houfes.  The  lords  made  yefterday  two  or 
three  votes  about  Peace,  and  Hc?nyvery  of  z  very 
angry  kind,  to  vex  the  miniftry,  and  they  will  meet 
fooner  by  a  fortnight  than  the  commons  :  and 
they  fay,  a: e  preparing  fome  knocking  addrefTes. 
M  rrow,  firrahs.  I'll  fit  at  home,  and  when  I 
go  to  bed.  I  will  tell  you  how  I  am. —  I  have  fat 
at  home  all  day,  and  eaten  only  a  mefs  of  broth 
and  a  roll.  1  have  written  a  Prophecy,  which  I 
defign  to  print]  I  did  it  to-day,  and  fome  other 
verfes. 

24.  I  went  into  the  city  to-day  in  a  coach,  and 
dined  there.  My  cdd  is  going.  It  is  now  bitter 
hard  froft,  and  has  been  fo  thefe  three  or  four  days. 
"M-y  Prophecy*  is  printed,  and  will  be  publiihed 
after  Chrijlmas  day;  1  like  it  mightily;  I  don't 
know  how  it  will  pafs.  You  will  never  under- 
ftanJ  it  at  your  didanc?,  without  help.  I  be- 
lieve every  body  will  guefs  it  to  be  mine,  becaufe 
it  is  fomewhat  in  the  fame  manner  with  that  of 
Merlin  in  the  Mlfcdlanies.  My  lord  privy-feal 
fet  out  this  day  for  Holland:  he'll  have  a  cold 
journey.  I  gave  Patrick  half  a  crown  for  hi« 
Lbrijlmas-box^  on  condition  he  would  be  good, 
and  he  came  home  drunk  at  midnight.  I  have 
taken  a  memorandum  of  it;  becaufe  I  never  ds- 
fign  to  give  him  a  groat  more.     'Tis  cruel  cold. 

25.  1  wifh  deareft  MD  a  merry  Chrlji7nasy  and 
many  a  one;    but  mine  is  melancholy:    I  durft 

•  The  Whid/or  Prophecy.    Vide  his  Works. 

not 
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not  go   to  church  to-day,   finding  myfelf  a  little 
out  of  order,   and  it   fnowing   prodigioufly,    and 
freezing.     At  noon   I  went   to  Mrs.  Van^    who 
had  this  week   engaged  me  to  dine  there  to-day: 
and  there  I  received  The  news,  that  poor  Mrs.  Long 
died  at  Lynn   in  Norfolk   on  Saturday  laft,   at  four 
in  the  morning  ;    flic  was   fick   but    four   hours. 
We  fuppofe  it  was   the  afthma,    which  flie  was 
fubjecl  to  as  well   as   the   dropfy,    as  flie  fent  me 
word  in  her  lafi:  letter,   written   about   five  weeks 
ago  ;    but  then  faid  flie  was  recovered.     I  never 
was  more  afflided  at  any  death.     The  poor  crea- 
ture had  retired  to  Lynn  two  years  ago,   to  live 
cheap,    and    pay   her  debts.      In  her   laft   letter 
flie  told  me  ftie  hoped  to  be  eafy  by  Chr'ijlmas  \  and 
ihe  kept  her  word,  although  The  meant  it  otherwife. 
She  bad  all  forts   of  amiable  qualities,    and  no  ill 
ones,   but  the  indifcretion  of  too  much  negle£ling 
her  own   affairs.     She  had  two  thoufand  pounds 
left  her  by  an  old  grandmother,    with   which  fhe 
intended  to  pay  her  debts,  and  live  on  an  annuity 
fhc  had  of  one  hundred  pounds  a  year,  and  Netv- 
burg-honje^   which  would    be   about  fixty  pounds 
more.     That  odious  grandmother  living  fo  Iong> 
forced  her  to  retire ;  for  the  two  thoufand  pounds 
was  fettled  on   her  after  the  old  woman's  death, 
yet  her  brute  of  a  brother,  Sir  'fmncs  Long^  would 
not  advance  it  for  her;    elfe  flie  might  have  paid 
her  debts,  and  continued  here,    and  lived  fl:ill:  I 
believe  melancholy  helped  her  on  to  her  grave.    I 
have  ordered  a  paragraph  to  be  put  in  the  Poji-boy, 
giving  an  account  of  her  death,    and  making  ho- 
nourable mention  of  her  ;  which  is  all  I  can  do  to. 
fcrve  her  memory:  but  one  reafon  was  fpite ;  for, 
her  brother  would  fain  have   her  death  a  fecret, 
to  fave  the  cliaree  of  biinrins:  her  up  here  to  bury 
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bcr,  or  going  into  mourning.     Pardon  all  this, 

for 
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for  the  fake  of  a  poor  creature   I  had   fo  much 
fiiendihip   for. 

26.  I  went  to  Mr.  fecretary  this  morning, 
and  he  would  have  me  dine  with  him.  1  called 
at  noon  at  Tvlrs.  Map)am?,^  who  dehred  me  not 
to  let  the  Frophefy  be  publifhed,  for  fear  of  anger- 
ing the  queen  about  the  duchefs  of  Somerfet ;  (o  I 
writ  to  the  printer  to  ftop  them.  They  have  been 
prmted  and  given  about,  but  not  fold.  I  faw 
lord  treafurer  there,  who  had  been  two  hours  with 
the  queen  ;  and  Mrs,  Majham  is  in  hopes  things 
will  do  well  again.  I  went  at  night  again,  and 
fupped  at  Mr.  Majlam's,  and  lord  treafurer  fat 
with  us  till  one  o'clock.     So  'tis  late,  &c. 

27.  I  entertained  our  Society  at  the  Thatchr.d- 
hozife  TaVi-rn  to-day  at  dinner ;  but  brother  Bathurji 
fent  for  wine,  the  hcufe  aifording  none.  The 
printer  had  not  received  my  letter,  and  fo  he 
brought  us  dozens  apiece  of  the  Frophefy  \  but  I 
ordered  him  to  part  with  no  mo:e.  'Tii  an  ad- 
mirable good  one,  and  people  are  mad  for  it  The 
ffoil  ftill  continues  violently  cold.  Mrs.  M'foam 
invited  me  to  come  to-night  and  play  at  cards  j 
but  our  Society  did  not  part  tiil  nine.  But  I  fup- 
ped with  Mrs.  Hill,  her  fiRer,  and  there  v/as 
Mrs.  Majham  and  lord  treafurer,  and  we  flayed 
tiil  twelve.  He  is  endeavouring  to  get  a  m.ajority 
againft  next  IVedncjday,  when  the  houfe  of  lords 
ts  to  meet,  and  the  IVhigs  intend  to  make  fome  vio- 
lent addrefies  againft  a  Peace,  if  not  prevented. 
God  knows  what  will  become  of  us. — It  is  flill 
prodigioufly  cold;  but  fo  I  told  you  already.  We 
have  eggs  on  the  fpit,  I  wifii  they  may  not  be  ad- 
die.  When  I  came  home  to-night  1  found,  for- 
footh,  a  letter  from  MD^  N,  24,  24,  24,  24 ;  there, 
do  you  know  the  number  now  ?  and  at  the  fame 
ti.T.e  one  from  Jce^  full  of  thanks:  let  him  know 

I  have 
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I  have  received  it,  and  am  glad  of  his  fuccefs,  but 
won't  put  him  to  the  charge  of  a  letter.  I  had 
a  letter  fome  time  ago  from  Mr.  IVarburton  *,  and 
1  beg  one  of  you  will  copy  out  what  I  fiiall  tell 
you,  and  fend  it  by  fome  opportunity  to  IVarhurton, 
'Tis  as  follows  ;  The  Dr.  has  received  Mr.  JVar- 
burtons  letter,  and  defires  he  will  let  the  Dr. 
know,  where  that  accident  he  mentions  is  like 
foon  to  happen,  and  he  will  do  what  he  can  in  it. 
' — And  pray,  madam,  let  them  know,  that  I  do 
this  to  lave  myfelf  the  trouble,  and  them  the  ex- 
pence,  of  a  letter. — And  I  think  this  is  enough 
ior  one  that  comes  home  at  twelve  from  a  lord 
treafurer  and  Mrs.  Ma/})arn.  Oh,  I  could  tell 
you  ten  thoi.fand  things  of  our  mad  politicks, 
upon  what  fmall  circumftances  great  aftairs  have 
turned.     But  I  will  go  reft  my  bufy  head. 

28.  I  was  this  morning  with  brother  Bathurji 
to  fee  the  duke  of  Ortnond.  We  have  given  his 
grace  fome  hopes  to  be  one  of  our  Society.  The 
i'ecretary  and  1  and  BathurJ]  are  to  dine  with  him 
on  Sunday  next.  The  duke  is  not  in  much  hopes, 
but  has  been  very  bufy  in  endeavouring  to  bring 
over  fome  lords  againft  next  IVcdnejday.  The 
duchefs  catched  me  as  I  was  going  out;  Ihe  is 
fadly  in  fear  about  things,  and  blames  me  for 
not  mending  them  by  my  credit  with  lord  trea- 
furer; and  I  blame  her.  She  met  me  in  the 
{Ireet  at  noon,  and  engaged  me  to  dine  with  her, 
which  I  did  ;  and  we  talked  an  hour  after  dinner 
in  her  clofet.  Jf  we  mifcarry  on  IFednefday^  I 
be'ieve  it  will  be  by  fome  ftrange  fort  of  neglect. 
They  talk  of  making  eight  new  lords,  by  calling 
up  fome  peers  cldcft  fons;  but  they  delay  ftrange- 
ly.     I  favv  judge  Cjsre  to-day  at  the  duke  of  Or- 

*  The  Dr.'i-  curate  at  Laracor. 
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msKd's:  he  defires  to  come  and  fee  me,  tojuftify 
his  principles. 

29.  Morning.  This  goes  to-day.  I  will  not 
anfv^er  yours,  your  24th,  till  my  next,  which  fhall 
begin  to-night,  as  ufual.  Lord  Shelburn  has  Tent  to 
invice  me  to  dinner,  but  1  am  engaged  with  Lnvis 
at  Ned  SouthweWs.  Lord  Northampton  and  lord 
Jylejhurys  fons  are  both  made  peers  ;  but  we  (hall 
want  more.  I  write  this  poft  to  your  dean.  I  owe 
the  archbilliop  a  letter  this  long  time.  All  people 
that  come  from  Ireland  com^Xzm  of  him,  and  fcold 
me  for  protecting  him.  Pray  madam  Dingley\  let 
me  know  what  Prcjlo  has  received  for  this  year, 
or  whether  any  thing  is  due  to  him  for  lad  :  I  can- 
not look  over  your  former  letters  now.  As  for 
Dinglefs  own  account  of  her  exchequer  money, 
I  will  give  it  on  t'other  fide.  Farewel,  my  own 
deareft  AdD,  and  love  Prejio  ;  and  God  ever  blefs 
deareft  MD^  isc.  ^c.  1  wilh  you  many  happy 
Chrljirnalfes  and  New-Tears. 

I  have  owned  to  the  dean  a  letter  I  juft  had 
from  you  j  but  that  1  had  not  one  this  great  while 
before. 

Dlngley^s  account. 

Received  of  Mr.  Tooh,      -      -         -6176 
Deducted  for  entering  the  letter  of  7  , 

attorney,     -  -         -  -       -  3 

For  the  three  half  crowns  it  ufed  to^ 

coft  you,   I  don't  know  why    nor  >  o     76 
wherefore,  -         -  -         -j 

For  exch?.ng;e  to  Ireland^         -        -       0100 
For  coach-hire,  -         -         -         026 

lo  all,juft  800 

So 
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So  there's  your  money,  and  we  are  both  even  : 
for  I'll  pay  you  no  more  than  that  eight  pounds 
Irijh^  and  pray  be  fatisfied. 

Churchwarden's  accounts,  boys. 

Saturday  night.  I  have  broke  open  my  letter, 
and  tore  it  into  the  bargain ;  to  let  you  know, 
that  we  are  all  fafe  \  the  queen  has  made  no  lefs 
than  twelve  lords  to  have  a  majority;  nine  new 
ones,  the  other  three  peers  fons ;  and  has  turned 
out  the  duke  oi  Somerfel.  She  is  awaked  at  laft, 
and  fo  is  lord  treifurer  :  I  want  nothing];  now  but 
to  fee  the  duchcfs  o  it.  But  we  fliall  do  without 
her.  We  are  all  extremely  happy.  Give  me  joy, 
firrahs.  This  is  written  in  a  Cff.e-houfe,  Thiee 
•f  the  new  lords  are  of  our  Sowiecy. 


LETTER    XXXVIir. 

London,  Dec.  29,  1711. 

X  P  U  T  my  letter  in  this  evening,  after  coming 
from  dinner   at  Ned  SoutbweWs,   where  I   drank 
very  good  Irifi    wine,    and  v/e   were  in  great  joy 
at  this  happy  turn  of  affairs.   The  queen  has  beea 
at  laft  perfuaded  to  her  own  intereft  and  fecurity, 
and  I  freely  think  flie   muft  have  made  both  her- 
felf  and  kingdom   very  unhappy,    if  ixie  had  done 
otherv^ife.     It  is  fiill  a  mighty  fecret  thaty]^//';  7Jt 
is  to  be  one  of  the  new  lords  ;    they   fay  he  docs 
not  yet  know  it  himfelf ;  but  the  queen  is  to  fur- 
prife  him  with  it.     Mr.  fecretary  will  be  a  lord  at 
the  end  of  the  feTion  ;  but  they  want  him  ftill  in 
parliament.     After  all,  it  is  a  Ilrange  unh.ippy  ne- 
ceflity  of  making  fo  many  peers  together  j   but  the 
queen  has  drawn   it  upon  hciTelf,    by  her   con- 
founded 
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founded  trimming  and  moderation.     Three,  as  I 
told  you,  are  of  our  Society. 

30.  I  writ  the  dean  and  you  a  lie  yefterday  ;  for 
the  duke  of  Somerfci  is  not  yet  turned  out.  I  was 
to-day  at  Courts  and  refolved  to  be  very  civil  to 
the  IVhigs  5  but  fav/  icw  there.  When  I  was  in 
the  bed-chamber  talking  to  lord  RocbeJIer,  he 
went  up  to  lady  Burlington^  who  aflced  him,  who 
1  was;  and  lady  Sunddrlakd  and  Ihe  whifpered 
about  me  :  I  defircd  lord  Kochejier  to  tell  lady  Sun- 
derland^ I  doubted  ihe  was  not  as  much  in  love 
with  me  as  I  was  with  her  ;  but  he  would  not 
deliver  my  meflage.  The  duchefs  of"  Shrezujlury 
came  running  up  to  me,  and  clapt  her  fan  up  to 
hide  us  from  the  company,  and  we  gave  one  ano- 
ther joy  of  this  change  ;  but  fighed,  when  we  re- 
fle6led  on  the  Somerfet  family  not  being  out.  The 
fecretary  and  I,  and  brother  Bathurjl^  and  lord 
Windfor^  dined  with  the  duke  of  Ormond.  Ba- 
thiirji  and  IVindfor  are  to  be  two  of  the  new  lords. 
I  defired  lord  Radnor  s  brother,  at  Court  to-day, 
to  let  my  lord  know  I  would  call  on  him  at  fix, 
which  I  did,  and  was  arguing  with  him  three  hours 
to  bring  him  over  to  us,  and  I  fpoke  fo  clofelv, 
that  I  believe  he  will  be  trainable;  but  he  is  a 
fcoundrel,  and  though  I  faid  I  only  talked  for  my 
love  to  him.,  I  told  a  lie  ;  for  I  did  not  care  if 
he  were  hanged  :  but  every  one  gained  over  is 
of  confequence.  The  duke  of  Marlborough  was 
at  Court  to-day,  and  no  body  hardly  took  notice 
of  him.  Mafoain^  being  a  lord  begins  to  take 
wind  :  nothing  at  Court  can  be  kept  a  fecret. 
Wednefday  will  be  a  great  day :  you  (hall  know 
more. 

31.  Our  froft  is  broken   fince  yefterday,  and  it 
is  very  flabberyi    yet   J   walked   to  the  city  and 
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dined,  and  ordered  fome  things  with  the  printer.  I 
have  fettled  Dr.  King  in  the  Gazette ;  it  will  be 
worth  two  hundred  pounds  a  year  to  him.  Our 
new  lords  patents  are  paffed  :  I  don't  like  the  expe- 
dient, if  we  could  have  found  any  other.  I  fee  I 
have  faid  this  before.  I  hear  the  duke  of  Marlbo' 
rough  is  turned  out  of  all  his  employments :  I  fhall 
know  to-morrow,  when  I  am  to  carry  Dr.  King  to 
dine  with  the  fecretarv. — Thefe  are  Itrong  reme- 
dies; pray  God  the  patient  is  able  to  bear  them. 
The  laft  miniftry  people  are  utterly  defperate. 

Jan.  I.  Now  I  wifh  my  deareft  little  MD  many 
happy  New-years  ;  yes,  both  Dingley  and  Stella^ 
aye'  and  Prejlo  too,  many  happy  new-years,  I 
dined  with  the  fecretary,  and  it  is  true  that  the 
duke  o{  Marlborough  is  turned  out  of  all.  The  duke 
of  (9/'OT(?«a' has  got  his  regiment  of  Foot-guards^  I 
know  not  who  has  the  reft.  If  the  miniftry  be 
ivotfureofa  Peace,  I  fhall  wonder  at  this  itep, 
and  do  not  approve  it  at  beft.  The  queen  and 
lord  treafurer  mortally  hate  the  duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough,  and  to  that  he  owes  his  fall,  more  than  to 
his  other  faults  ;  unlefs  he  has  been  tampering 
too  far  with  his  party,  of  which  I  have  not  heard 
any  particulars  3  however  it  be,  the  world  abroad 
will  blame  us.  I  confefs  my  belief,  that  he  has 
not  one  good  quality  in  the  world  befides  that  of 
a  general,  and  even  that  I  have  heard  denied  by 
feveral  great  foldier-.  But  we  have  hjid  conftant 
fuccefs  in  arms  while  he  commanded.  Opinion 
is  a  mighty  matter  in  war,  and  I  doubt  but  the 
French  think  it  impoflible  to  conquer  an  army 
that  he  leads,  and  our  foldiers  think  the  {amc; 
and  how  far  even  this  ftep  may  encourage  the 
French  to  play  tricks  with  us,  nr>  man  knows.  I 
do  not  love  to  fee  pcrfonal  refentment  mix  with 
public  affairs. 
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2.  This  being  the  day  the  lords  meet,  and  the  new 
peers  to  be  introduced,  I  went  to  JVeJlminJler  to  fee 
the  fight  J  but  the  crowd  v/as  too  great  in  the  houfe. 
So  I  011I3'  went  into  the  robing-room,  to  give  rny 
four  brothers  joy,  and  Sir  Thomas  Manjel^  and 
lord  Windfor  ;  the  other  fix  I  am  not  acquainted 
with.  It  was  apprehended  the  Whigs  would  have 
raifed  feme  oifficulties,  but  nothing  happened.  I 
went  to  fee  lady  Mafimm  at  noon,  and  wifh  her 
joy  of  her  new  honour,  and  a  happy  New-year.  I 
found  her  very  well  pleafed  ;  for  peerage  will  be 
fome  fort  of  prote6t:ion  to  her  upon  any  turn  of 
affairs.  She  engaged  me  to  come  at  night,  and 
fup  with  her  and  lord  treafurerj  I  v/ent  at  nine, 
and  fhe  was  not  at  home,  fo  I  would  not  ftay. — 
No,  no,  I  won't  anfwer  your  letter  yet,  young 
women.  I  dined  with  a  friend  in  the  neighbour- 
hood.  I  fee  nothing  here  like  Chrijimas,  except 
brawn  or  mince-pies  in  places  where  I  dine,  and 
giving  away  myhalf-crovv'ns  like  farthings  to  great 
mens  porters  and  butlers.  Yefterday  I  paid  {^v&n 
good  guineas  to  the  fellow  at  the  tavern,  where  I 
treated  the  Society.  I  have  a  great  mind  to  fend 
you  the  bill.  I  think  1  told  you  fome  articles.  I 
have  not  heard  whether  any  thing  was  done  in 
the  houfe  of  lords  after  introducing  the  new 
ones.  Ford  has  been  fitting  v/kh  ms  till  peeafl 
tvveeleve  a  clock. 

3.  This  was  our  Society  day,  lord  Dupplin  was 
prefident ;  v/e  chufe  eveiy  v/eek  ;  the  laft  prefident 
treats  and  chufes  his  fucceflbr.  i  believe  our  din- 
ner coft  fifteen  pounds  bendes  wine.  The  fecretary 
grewbrifk,  and  would  not  let  me  go,  nor  lord 
Lanj'down^  who  would  fain  have  gone  home  to  his 
lady,  being  nevv-ly  married  to  lady  Mary  Thynne. 
It  was  near  one  when  Vv'e  parted ;  fo  you  muft 
think. i  can't  write   much  to-night.     The   ad- 
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journing  of  the  houfe  of  lords  yefterday,  as  the 
queen  defired,  was  juft  carried  by  the  twelve 
new  lords,  and  one  more.  Lord  Radnor  was  not 
there  ;  I  hope  I  have  cured  him.  Did  I  tell  you 
that  I  have  brought  Dr.  King  in  to  be  Gazetteers' 
it  will  be  worth  above  two  hundred  pounds  a  year 
to  him  :  I  believe  I  told  you  fo  before,  but  I  am 
forgetful.  Go,  get  you  gone  to  ombre,  and  claret, 
and  toafted  oranges.     I'll  go  fleep. 

4.  I  cannot  get  rid  of  the  leavings  of  mv  cold. 
I  was  in  the  city  to-day,  and  dined  with  my  printer, 
and  gave  him  a  ballad  made  by  feveral  hands,  I 
know  not  whom.  I  believe  lord  trcafurer  had  a 
iinger  in  it ;  I  added  three  ftanzas ;  I  fuppofe  Dr. 
jirbuthnott  had  the  greatefl:  fiiare.  I  have  been 
overfeeing  fome  other  little  prints,  and  a  pamphlet 
iTiade  by  one  of  my  underflrappers.  Somerfet  is 
not  out  yet.  I  doubt  not  but  you  will  have  the 
Prophecy  in  Ireland^  although  it  is  not  publifhed 
liere,  only  printed  copies  given  to  friends.  Tell 
me,  do  you  underftand  it?  No,  faith,  not  with- 
out help.  Tell  me  what  you  flick  at,  and  I'll 
explain.  We  turned  out  a  member  of  our  Society 
yefterday  for  grofs  neglciSl  and  non-attendance.  I 
writ  to  him  by  order  to  give  him  notice  of  it. 
It  is  To?n.  Harlcy^  fecretary  to  the  trcafurer,  and 
coulin-german  to  lord  trcafurer.  He  is  going  to 
Hanover  from  the  queen.  I  am  to  t'ive  the  duke 
oi  O  tnond  notice  of  his  cle6lion  as  fuon  as  I  caa 
Ice  him, 

5.  1  went  this  morning  with  a  parifhioner  of 
mine,  one  Nuttal^  who  came  over  here  for  a  le- 
gacy of  one  hundred  pounds,  and  a  roguifh  lav/yer 
had  rcfufwd  to  pay  him,  and  would  not  believe 
lie  was  the  man.  I  writ  to  the  lawyer  a  {harp 
letter,  that  I  had  taken  Nutial  into  my  protection, 
an  J   was  refolved  to  ftand  by   him  j    and  the  next 
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•^,;ws  was,  that  the  lawyer  defired  I  would  meet 
him,  and  attefl  he  was  the  man,  which  I  did,  and 
his  money  v/as  paid  upon  the  fpot.  I  then  vifited 
lord  treafurcr,  who  is  now  right  again,  and  all 
well,  only  that  the  Somerjct  family  is  not  out  yet.  I 
hate  that ;  I  don't  like  it,  as  the  man  faid  by,  i^c. 
Then  {  went  and  vilued  poor  JVill.  Congreve,  who 
bad  a  French  fellow  tampering  witii  one  of  his  eyes  ; 
he  is  almoft  blind  of  both.  1  dined  with  fome 
merchanrs  in  th?  city,  but  could  not  fee  Stratfardy 
with  whom  i  had  bufmefs.  Prefta^  leave  off  your 
impertinence,  nnd  anfwer  our  letter,  fayth  MD, 
Yes,  yes,  one  of  thefe  days,  when  I  have  nothing 
elfe  to  do.  Oh,  faith,  this  letter  is  a  week  writ- 
ten, and  not  one  fide  done  yet. — Thefe  ugly  fpots 
are  not  tobacco,  but  this  is  the  laft  gilt  fheet  I 
have  of  large  paper,  therefore  hold  your  tongue. 
Nutiai  Vv^as  furprifed,  when  they  gave  him  bits  of 
paper  inftead  of  money  ;  but  1  made  Ben.  Tooke 
put  him  in  his  geers :  he  could  not  reckon  ten 
pounds,  but  was  puzzled  with  the  Irijh  way.  Ben. 
Tooke  and  my  printer  have  delired  me  to  make 
them  ftationers  to  the  ordnance,  of  which  lord 
■Rivers  is  mafter  inftead  of  the  duke  oi Marlborough, 
it  will  be  a  hundred  pounds  a  year  a-piece  to 
them,  if  I  can  get  it.     1  will  try  to-morrow. 

6.  I  went  this  morning  to  earl  Rivers,  gave  him 
joy  of  his  new  employment,  and  defired  him  to 
prefer  my  printer  and  bookfcller  to  be  ftationers 
to  his  ofiicc.  He  immediately  granted  it  me;  but, 
like  an  old  courtier,  told  me  it  was  whollv  on 
my  account,  but  that  he  heard  I  had  intended 
to  engage  Mr.  fecretarv  to  fpeak  to  him,  and  de- 
fired f  would  engage  him  to  do  lb;  but  that  how- 
ever he  did  it  only  for  my  fake.  This  is  a  court 
trick,  to  oblige  as  many  as  you  can  at  once.  I 
read  prayers  to  poor  Mrs.  l^'e/Iey  (w.ho  is  very 
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much  out  of  order)  inftead  of  going  to  church; 
and  then  1  went  to  Courts  which  1  found  very  full, 
in  expectation  of  feeing  prince  Eugene,  who  landed 
laft  ni^ht,  and  lies  ?it  Leicejier-Houje  ;  but  he  was 
not  to  fee  the  queen  till  fix  this  evening.  I  hope 
and  believe  he  comes  too  late  to  do  the  fVhsgs  any 
good.  I  refufed  dining  with  the  feeretary,  and 
was  like  to  lofe  my  dinner,  which  was  at  a 
private  acquaintance's.  I  went  at  fix  to  fee  the 
prince  at  Court ;  but  he  was  gone  in  to  the  queen  ; 
and  when  he  came  out,  Mr.  iecretary,  who  intro- 
duced him,  walked  fo  near  him,  that  he  quite 
fcreened  him  from  mc  with  his  great  periwig.  I'll 
tell  you  a  good  paffage  :  As  prince  Eugene  was 
going  with  Mr.  fecretary  to  Court,  he  told  the 
fecretary,  that  Hoffman,  the  emperor's  refident^ 
faid  to  his  highnefs,  that  it  was  not  proper  to  go 
to  Court  without  a  long  wig,  and  his  was  a  tyed- 
u.p  one;  Now,  fays  the  prince,  I  knew  not  what  ta 
do;  for  I  never  had  a  long  periwig  in  my  lifev 
and  I  have  fent  to  all  my  valets  and  footmen  to 
fee  whether  any  of  them  have  one,  that  I  might 
borrow  it  ;  but  none  of  them  has  any. — Was  not 
this  fp')ken  very  greatly  with  forae  lort  of  con- 
tempt ?  But  the  fecretary  faid.  It  was  a  thing  of 
no  confequence,  and  only  obfervcd  by  gentlemcn- 
ufliers.  I  fupped  with  lord  Majhcan,  where  lord 
treafurer  and  Mr.  fecretary  fupped  v/ith  us  ;  the 
firft  left  us  at  twelve,  but  the  reft  did  not  part  till 
two;  yet  I  have  written  all  this,  becaule  it  is 
frefli:  and  now  I'll  go  fleep,  if  I  can;  that  is,  I 
believe  I  ihall,   becaule  1  have  drank  a  little. 

7.  I  was  this  morning  to  give  the  duke  of  Or- 
mond  notice  of  tlie  honour  done  him  to  make  him 
one  of  our  Society,  and  to  invite  him  on  Thtvfdjy 
uext  to  the  Thatched-boufe :  he  has  accepted  ic 
with  the   gratitude  and   humility  fuch  a  prcfer- 
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mcnt  deferves ;  but  cannot  come  till  the  next 
meeting,  becaufe  prince  Eugene  is  to  dine  with 
him  that  day;  which  I  allowed  for  a  good  ex- 
cufe,  and  will  report  accordingly.  I  dined  with 
lord  Majham^  and  fat  there  till  eight  this  even- 
ing ;  and  came  home,  becaufe  I  was  not  very 
well,  but  a  little  griped :  but  now  I  am  well 
again,  I  will  not  go,  at  leaft  but  very  feldom, 
to  lord  Majhnm^  fuppers.  Lord  treafurer  is  ge- 
nerally there,  and  that  tempts  me  ;  but  late  fitting 
up  does  not  agree  with  me  ;  there's  the  fhort  and 
the  long,  and  I  won't  do  it ;  io  take  your  anfwer, 
dear  little  young  women  ;  and  I  have  no  more 
to  fay  to  you  to-night,  becaufe  of  the  archbilhop  ; 
for  I  am  going  to  write  a  long  letter  to  him  \  but 
not  fo  politickly  as  formerly  :  I  won't  truft  him. 

8.  Well  ;  then  come,  let  us  fee  this  letter  ;  if 
I  muft  anfwer  it,  I  muft.  What's  here  now?  Yes 
faith,  I  lamented  ray  birth-day  *  two  days  after, 
and  that's  all  ;  and  you  rhyme,  madam  Stella \ 
Were  thofe  verfes  made  upon  my  birth-day  ?  Faith, 
when  I  read  them,  I  had  them  running  in  my  head 
all  the  day,  and  faid  them  over  a  thoufand  times ; 
they  drank  your  health  in  all  their  glalTes,  and 
wilhed,  ^c.  1  could  not  get  them  out  of  my  head. 
What;  no,  I  believe  it  was  not ;  what  do  I  fay 
upon  the  eighth  of  December?  Compare,  and  fee 
whether  I  fay  fo.  I  am  glad  of  Mrs.  Stoyte's  re- 
covery, heartily  glad  :  your  Dolly  Manhy'%  and  bi- 
fhop  of  Cloyne^s  child  I  have  no  concern  about :  I 
am  forry  in  a  civil  way,  that's  all.  Yes,  yes,  Sir 
George  St.  George  dead.  Go,  cry,  madam  D'mgley  ; 
I  have  written  to  the  dean.  Raymond  WxW  be  rich, 
fur  he   has    the  building;   itch.     I  wifh  all  he  has 
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got  may  put  him  out  of  debt.  Poh,  I  have  fires 
like  light'ning ;  they  coft  me  twelvepence  a  week, 
befides  fmall-coal.  I  have  got  four  new  caps, 
madam,  very  fine  and  convenient,  with  ftriped 
cambrick,  inftead  of  muflin  ;  fo  Patrick  need  not 
mend  them,  but  take  the  old  ones.  Stella  fnatch- 
ed  Dinglcy^s  words  out  of  her  pen  ;  Prejlo  a  cold  ? 
why  all  the  world  here  is  dead  with  them  :  I  never 
had  any  thing  like  it  in  my  life  ;  'tis  not  gone 
in  five  weeks.  I  hope  Leigh  is  with  you  before 
this,  and  has  brought  your  box  :  how  do  you  like 
the  ivory  rafp  ?  Stella  is  angry ;  but  I'll  have  a 
finer  thing  for  her.  Is  not  the  apron  as  good  ? 
I'm  fure  I  fhall  never  be  paid  it :  fo  all's  well 
again.  What  the  quarrel  with  Sir  ^ohn  Walters? 
Why,  we  had  not  one  word  of  quarrel ;  only  he 
railed  at  me  when  I  was  gone.  And  lord  keeper 
and  treafurer  teazed  me  for  a  week  ;  it  was  nuts 
to  them  :  a  ferious  thing  with  a  vengeance.  The 
Whigs  may  fell  their  eftates  then,  or  hang  them- 
felves,  as  they  are  tlifpofed;  for  a  Peace  there  will 
be.  Lord  treafurer  told  me,  that  Conolly  was  go- 
ing to  Hanover.  Your  provoft  is  a  coxcomb. 
Stella  is  a  good  girl  for  not  being  angry  when  I 
tell  her  of  her  fpelling;  I  fee  none  wrong  in  this. 
God  Almighty  be  praifed  that  your  diforders 
lefl'en,  it  encreafes  my  hrpes  mightily  that 
they  will  go  off.  And  have  you  been  plagued 
with  the  fear  of  the  plague  ?  Never  mind  thofe 
reports  ;  I  have  heard  them  five  hundred  times. 
RepJevi;  Replevin,  fimpleton,  'tis  Dinghy  I  mean  ; 
but  it  is  a  hard  word,  and  fo  I'll  excufe  it.  I  ftated 
Diuglefs  accounts  in  my  laft.  I  forgot  Catherine's 
fevenpenny  dinner.  I  hope  it  was  becf-fleaks;  I'll 
call  and  eat  them  in  Spring:  but  goody  Sicyte  muft 
give  me  coffee,  or  green  tea,  for  I  drink  no  bohea. 
Well,  aye,  the  pamphlet ;  but  there  are  fomc  ad- 
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ditlons  to  the  fourth  edition  :  the  fifth  edition  was 
of  four  thoufand,  in  a  fmaller  print,  fold  f  r  fix- 
pencc.  Yes,  1  had  the  twenty  pound  bill  from 
Fafuifol;  and  what  then  ?  Pray  now  eat  the  i^a- 
racor  apples  ;  I  beg  you  not  to  keep  them,  but 
tell  me  what  they  are.  You  have  had  Tookes  bill 
in  my  laft.  And  To  there  now,  your  v/hole  letter 
is  anfwered.  I  tell  you  what  i  do;  1  Liy  your 
letter  before  me,  and  take  it  in  order,  and  anfwer 
what  is  neceffary ;  and  fo,  and  fo.  Well ;  when 
1  expected  we  were  all  undone,  I  defigned  to  re- 
tire for  fix  months,  and  then  fteal  over  to  Lo.racor\ 
and  I  had  in  my  mouth  a  thoufand  times  two  lines 
oi  Shakefpear^    where  cardinal  Wolfey  fays; 

*'  A  weak  old  man  battered  with  fiorms  of  ftate, 
*'  Is  come  to  lay  his  weary  bones  among  you.'* 

I  beg  your  pardon,  I  have  cheated  you  all  this  mar- 
gin; \  did  not  perceive  it;  and  I  went  on  widei* 
and  wider  like  Stella ;  aukward  fluts,  pe  writes  fo 
fo,  there :^  that's  as  like  as  two  eggs  a  pennv. — • 
A  iveak  old  7nayi,  now  I  am  faying  it,  and  fliall 
till  to-morrow. — The  duke  of /kf^sr/Z'or^'z/^/)  fays. 
There  is  nothing  he  now  defires  fo  much  as  to  con- 
trive fome  way  how  to  foften  Dr.  Swift.  He  is 
miftaken  ;  for  thofe  things  that  have  been  hardeil 
againit  him  were  not  written  by  me.  Mr.  fecre- 
tary  told  mc  this  from  a  friend  of  the  duke's ;  and 
I'm  fure  now  he  is  down,  I  fliall  not  trample  on 
him;  although  I  love  him  not,  I  diilike  his  being 
out. — Benrage  was  to  fee  me  this  morning,  and 
gave  fome  very  indifferent  excuCes  for  not  cailino- 
here  fo  long.  I  care  not  two-pence.  Prince 
Eugene  did  not  dine  with  the  duke  of  Marlhorow'h 

*  Thefe  words  in  the  manofcript  imitate  Stella^  writ- 
ing, and  are  fiopcd  the  wrong  way. 
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on  Sunday^  but  was  laft  night  at  lady  Betty  Qer^ 
mains  ailemblee,  and  a  vaft  number  of  ladies  to 
fee  him.  Mr.  Lewis  and  i  dined  with  a  private 
frietjd.  I  was  this  morning  to  fee  the  duke  of 
Onnor.d.  who  appointed  rr.e  to  meet  him  at  the 
Cockpit  at  one,  but  never  came.  I  fat  too  fonie 
time  wiih  the  duchtis.  We  don't  lilcc  things 
very  well  yet.  I  ani  come  home  early,  and  going 
to  be  bufy.     I'll  go  write. 

g.  I  could  not  go  fleep  lad  night  till  paft 
two,  and  was  waked  before  three  by  a  noife  of 
people  endeavouring  to  break  open  my  window  j 
for  a  while  I  would  not  itir,  thinking  it  might  be 
my  imagination  ;  but  hearing  the  n;)iie  conti- 
nued, I  rife  and  went  to  the  window,  and  then  it 
ceafed  :  I  went  to  bed  again,  and  heard  it  repeated 
more  violently  ;  then  I  rife,  and  called  up  the  houfe, 
and  got  a  candle  :  the  rogues  had  lifted  up  the  fafti 
a  yard  ;  there  are  great  iheds  before  my  windows, 
although  my  lodgings  be  a  ftory  high  ;  and  if  they 
get  upon  the  (beds  thev  are  almoft  even  with  ray 
window.  We  obferved  their  track,  and  panes  of 
glafs  frefli  broken.  Tiie  watchmen  told  us  to- 
day, they  faw  them,  but  could  not  catch  them: 
they  attacked  others  in  the  neighbourhood,  about 
the  fame  time,  and  actually  robbed  a  houfe  in  Suf- 
folk-Street^ which  is  the  next  ftreet  but  one  to  us. 
It  is  faid,  they  are  fcamcn  difchargcd  from  iervice. 
I  went  up  to  call  my  man,  and  found  his  bed 
empty  j  it  feems  he  often  lies  abroad.  1  chal- 
lenged him  this  morning  as  one  of  the  rubbers, 
He  is  a  fad  dog  -,  and  the  minute  1  come  to  Irelani 
I  will  difcard  him.  I  have  this  day  got  doubla 
iron  bars  to  every  window  in  my  dining-room  and 
bed-chaniber ;  and  I  h;de  my  purfe  in  my  thread 
flocking  between  the  bed's  head  and  the  wainfcot, 
itsuis  and  I  dined  with  an  old  Scotch  friend,  who 

brought 
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brought  the  duke  of  Douglafs,  and  three  or  four 
more  Scots  upon  us. 

10.  This  was  our  Society  day  you  know;  but 
the  duke  of  Or;;; ;«^  could  not  be  with  us,  becaufe 
he  dined  with  prince  Eugene.  It  coft  me  a  2;uinea 
contribution  to  a  poet,  who  had  made  a  copy  of 
verfes  upon  monkies,  applying  the  ftory  to  the 
duke  of  Marlborough ;  the  reft  gave  two  guineas, 
except  the  two  phyficians,  who  followed  my  ex- 
ample. I  don't  like  this  cuftom ;  the  next  time 
I  will  give  nothing.  I  fat  this  evening  at  lord 
.Majha?n's  vinh.  lord  treafurer :  I  don't  like  his 
countenance  ;  nor  I  don't  like  the  pofture  of  things 
well.  We  cannot  be  ftout,  ^'\\{  Sofnei-fet's  o\xt; 
as  the  old  faying  is. 

11.  Mr.  Leivis  and  I  dined  with  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer,  who  eats  the  moft  elegantly 
of  any  man  1  know  in  town  :  I  walkt  luftily  in 
the  Park  by  mbon-fhine  till  eight,  to  (hake  off  my 
dinner  and  wine  ;  and  then  went  to  fup  at  Mr. 
Dornville^  with  Ford^  and  llaid  till  twelve.  It  is 
told  me  to  day  as  a  great  fecret,  that  the  duke  of 
Somerfet  will  be  out  foon  ;  that  the  thing  is  fixt ; 
but  what  {hall  we  do  with  the  duchefs?  They  fay, 
the  duke  will  make  her  leave  the  queen  out  of 
fpight  if  he  be  out.  It  has  ftuck  upon  that  Fear 
a  good  while  already.  Well,  but  Lewis  gave 
me  a  letter  from  MD^  N.  25.  O  Lord,  1  did 
not  expe£l  one  this  fortnight,  faith.  You  are 
mighty  good,  that's  certain  ;  but  I  won't  anfwer 
it,  becaufe  this  goes  to-morrow,  only  what  you  fay 
of  the  printer  being  taken  up ;  I  value  it  not ;  all's 
fafe  there ;  nor  do  I  fear  any  thing,  unlefs  the  mi- 
niftry  be  changed;  I  hope  that  danger  is  over. 
However,  I  fhali  be  in  IreJand  before  fuch  a  change  ; 
v/hich  could  not  be,  I  think,  till  the  end  of  the 
feffion,   if  the  IVIvgs  defigns  had  gone  on.     Have 

•  not 
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not  you  an  apron  by  Leigh,   madam  Stella  f  have 
you  all  1  mentioned  in  a  former  letter  ? 

12.  Morning.  This  goes  to-day  as  ufual.  I 
think  of  going  into  the  city  ;  but  of  that  at 
nieht.  'Tis  fine  moderate  weather  thefc  tv/o  or 
three  days  laft.     Farewel,  &c.  b'V. 

LETTER    XXXIX. 

London,   Jan,  12,  1711-12, 

VV  HEN  I  fealed  up  my  letter  this  morning, 
I  lookc  upon  myfelf  to  be  not  worth  a  o;roat  m 
the  world.  Laft  night,  after  Mr.  Ford  and  I  left 
Domville,  Ford  dcfired  me  to  go  with  him  for  a 
minute  upon  earneft  bufinefs,  and  then  told  me 
that  both  he  and  I  were  ruined  :  for  he  had  trufted 
Stratf'jrd  with  five  hundred  pounds  for  tickets  for 
the  lottery,  and  he  had  been  with  Stratford,  who 
confeffed  he  had  loft  fifteen  thoufand  pounds  by 
Sir  Stephen  Evans,  who  broke  laft  week  j  that  he 
concluded  Stratford  muft  break  too  ;  that  he  could 
not  get  his  tickets,  but  Stratford  made  him  feveral 
excufes,  which  feemtd  very  blind  ones,  isfc.  And 
»Sfr(7^r^  had  near  four  hundred  pounds  of  miine, 
to  buy  me  five  hundred  pounds  in  the  South-Sea 
company.  I  came  home  refieiSing  a  little  j  nothing 
concerned  me  but  A4D.  I  called  all  my  philofo- 
phy  and  religion  up  ;  and,  I  thank  God,  it  did  not 
keep  mc  awake  beyond  my  ufual  time  above  a 
quarter  of  an  hour.  This  morning  I  fent  for 
Tnoke,  whom  I  had  employed  to  buy  the  ftock  of 
Stratford,  and  fettle  things  with  him.  He  told 
me,  I  was  fecure  ;  for  Stratford  had  transferred 
it  to  mc  in  form  in  the  South- Sea  houfe,  and  he 
had  accepted  it  for  mc,  and  all  was  done  on  ftampt 
parchment.  However,  he  would  be  further  in- 
formed J 
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ifbrmed  ;  and,  at  night,  fent  me  a  note  to  confirm 
me.  However,  I  am  not  yctfecure;  and,  befides, 
am  in  pain  for  Ford,  whom  I  firft  brought  ac- 
quainted with  Stratford.     I  dined  in  the  city. 

13.  DomviUe  and  I  dined  v/ith  Ford  to-day 
by  appointment:  the  lord  Manfel  ioX^  me  at  court 
to-day,  that  I  was  engaged  to  him  :  but  Stratford 
had  promifed  Ford  to  meet  him  and  me  to-night 
at  Ford's  lodgings.  He  did  fo  ;  faid  he  had  hopes 
to  fave  himlelF  in  his  affair  with  Evans.  Ford 
afked  him  for  his  tickets :  he  faid  he  would  fend 
them  to  morrow;  but  looking  in  his  pocket-book, 
faid  he  believed  he  had  fome  of  them  about  him, 
and  gave  him  as  many  as  came  to  two  hundred 
pounds,  which  rejoiced  us  much  ;  befidei--,  he 
talked  fo  frankly,  that  we  think  there  is  no 
danger.  I  afked  him,  Was  there  any  more  to  be 
fettled  between  us  in  my  afrair ;  he  faid,  no  ;  and 
anfwered  my  quedions  juft  as  Tooke  had  got  them 
from  others  ;  fo  I  hope  I  am  fafe.  This  h.is  been 
a  fcurvy  affair.  I  believe  Stella  would  have  half 
laughed  at  me,  to  fee  a  fufpicious  fellow,  like  me, 
over-reached.  I  faw  prince  Eugene  to-day  at  Court  : 
I  don't  think  him  an  ugly  faced  fellow,  but  well 
enough,  and  a  good  fhape. 

14.  The  parliament  was  to  fit  to-day;  and 
met ;  but  were  adjourned  by  the  queen's  direc- 
tions till  Tburfday.  Shedefigns  to  make  fome  im- 
portant fpeech  then.  She  pretended  ilinefs :  but 
I  believe  they  were  not  ready,  and  they  expect 
fome  oppofition;  and  tlie  Scotch  lords  are  angry, 
and  mull:  be  pacified.  I  was  this  morning  to  in- 
vite the  duke  o'i  Grmond  to  our  Society  on  Tburfday, 
where  he  is  then  to  be  introduced.  He  h.s  ap- 
poin:ed  ivie  at  twelve  to-morrov/  about  fome  bu- 
fmefs  :  1  would  fain  have  his  help  to  impeach  a 
certain  lord;    bui:  i  doubt  we  (hall  m.ake  nothing 
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of  it.  I  intended  to  have  dined  with  lord  trcafurer, 
but  I  was  told  he  would  be  bufy;  fo  I  dined  with 
Mrs.  Fan ;  and  at  night  I  fat  with  lord  Mafnam  till 
one.  Lord  treafurer  was  there,  and  chid  me  for 
not  dining  with  him:  he  was  in  very  good  hu- 
mour: 1  brought  home  two  fladcs  of  Burgundy 
in  my  chair  ;  I  vvifli  MD  had  them.  You  fee 
it  is  very  late  j  fo  I'll  go  to  bed,  and  bid  IvLD  good 
night. 

15.  This  morning  I  prefented  my  printer  and 
bookfeller  to  lord  Rivers^  to  be  Itationers  to  the 
Ordnance  \  Stalioners,  that's  the  word;  I  did  not 
write  it  plain  at  firft.  1  believe  it  will  be  worth 
three  hundred  pounds  a  year  between  them.  This 
is  the  third  employment  I  have  got  for  them.  Ri- 
vers told  them,  the  Doctor  commanded  him,  and 
he  durft  not  rtfufe  it.  I  would  have  dined  with 
lord  treafurer  to-day  again,  but  lord  Afanfel  would 
not  let  me,  and  forced  me  home  with  him.  I  was 
very  deep  with  the  duke  of  Orniond  to-day  at  the 
Cockpit^  where  we  met  to  be  private  ;  but  I  doubt 
I  cannot  do  the  mifchief  I  intended.  My  friend 
Penn  came  there,  IVilL  Penn  the  quaker,  at  the 
head  of  his  brethren,  to  thank  the  duke  for  his 
kindnefs  to  their  people  in  Ireland.  To  fee  a 
dozen  fcoundrels  with  their  hats  on,  and  the 
duke  complimenting  with  his  off,  was  a  good 
ilo-ht  enough.  1  fat  this  evening  with  Sir  Wiliiam 
Robinfon^  who  has  mighty  often  invited  me  to  a 
bottle  of  wine  :  and  it  is  pad  twelve. 

16.  This  being /''^?^^_}',  Dr.  F/tV-riand  I  went 
into  the  city  to  dine  late,  like  good  faftcrs.  My 
printer  and  bookfeller  want  mc  to  hook  in  another 
employment  for  them  in  the  Toivcr^  becaufe  it 
was  enjoyed  before  by  a  (lationer,  aliho'.igh  it 
be  to  ferve  the  Oidnance  with  oil,  tallow,  isc. 
and  is  worth  four  hundred  }^\x\v\s  per  annum  mnre: 

I  v/ili 
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I  will  try  v/hat  I  can  do.  They  are  refolved  to 
z\k  feveral  other  employments  of  the  fame  nature 
to  other  offices;  and  I  will  then  greafe  fat  fows, 
and  fee  whether  it  be  pofnble  to  fatisfy  them. 
Why  am  not  I  a  flationer  ?  The  parliament  fits 
to-morrov/,  and  IValpool,  late  fecretary  at  v/ar,  is 
to  be  fwiiiged  for  bribery,  and  the  queen  is  to 
communicate  fomething  of  great  importance  to 
the  two  houfes,  at  leait  they  fay  fo.  But  I  muft 
think  of  anfwering  your  letter  in  a  day  or  two. 

17,  I  went  this  morning  to  the  duke  oi  Ormond 
about  fome  bufuiefs ;  and  he  told  me  he  could  not 
dine  with  us  to-day,  being  to  dine  with  prince 
Eugene.  Thofe  of  our  Society  of  the  houfe  of 
commons  could  not  be  v.'ith  us,  the  houfe  fitting 
late  on  Walpool.  I  left  them  at  nine,  and  they 
were  not  come.  We  kept  fome  dinner  for  them. 
I  hope  Walpool  will  be  fent  to  the  Tower^  and  ex- 
pelled the  houfe:  but,  this  afternoon  the  members 
I  fpoke  with  in  the  court  of  requefts  talked  du- 
bioufly  of  it.  It  will  be  a  leading  card  to  maul 
the  duke  of  Marlborough  for  the  fame  crime,  or  at 
leaft  to  ceiifure  him.  The  queen's  meflage  was 
only  10  give  them  notice  of  the  Peace  fhe  is  treat- 
ing, and  to  defire  they  will  make  fome  law  to 
prevent  libels  againft  the  government;  fo  fare- 
wel  to  Gruh-Jlreet. 

18.  I  heard  to-day  that  the  commoners  of  our 
Society  diu  not  leave  the  parliament  till  eleven  at 
nighr,  then  went  to  thofe  I  left,  and  ftay'd  till 
three  in  the  niornitig.  Walpool  is  expelled,  and 
lent  to  the  Tower,  ■  I  was  this  mornin2;  a^ain 
with  lord  Rivers^  ar^  i  have  made  him  give  the  other 
empio^ment  to  my  printer  and  bookfeller ;  'tis 
worth  a  great  deal,  i  dined  with  my  friend  Leivis 
privately,  to  talk  oy:r  affairs.  We  want  to  have 
this  duke  o'i  Sii^crj}'  ont^   and  he  apprehends  it 

will 
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will  not  be  ;  but  I  hope  better.  They  are  going 
now  at  ]aft  to  change  the  commiffioners  of  the 
cuftoms:  my  fnend  Sir  Matlbetv  Duciley  w\\\  he 
out,  and  three  more,  and  Prior  will  be  in.  I  have 
made  Ford  copy  out  a  fmall  pamphlet,  and  fend 
it  to  the  prefs,  that  I  might  not  be  known  for 
author ;  'tis  J  Letter  to  the  Oilober  Ciub^  if  ever 
you  heard  of  fuch  a  thing. — Methinlcs  this  let- 
ter goes  on  but  flowly  for  almoft  a  week;  I  want 
fome  little  converfation  with  MD^  and  to  know 
what  they  are  doing  juft  now.  I  am  fick  of  poli- 
ticks. J  have  not  dined  with  lord  treafurer  thefe 
three  weeks;  he  chides  me,  but  1  don't  carej  I 
don't. 

19,  I  dined  to-day  with  lord  treafurer;  this  is  his 
day  of  choice  company  ;  where  they  fometimes  ad- 
mit me,  but  pretend  to  grumble.  And  to-day  they 
met  on  fome  extraordinary  bufmefs;  the  keeper, 
fleward,  both  fecretaries,  \oiA  Rivers^  and  lordy/«- 
glefey,  I  left  them  at  feven,  and  came  away, 
and  have  been  writing  to  the  bifliop  of  Clogher.  I 
forgot  to  know  where  to  direcSt  to  him  lince  Sir 
George^St.  George's  death  ;  but  I  have  dire6led  to 
the  fame  houfc  :  you  muft  tell  me  better ;  for  the 
letter  is  fent  by  the  bell-man.  Don't  write  to 
me  again  till  this  is  gone,  I  charge  you ;  for  I 
won't  anfwer  two  letters  together.  The  duke  of 
Somerfet  is  out,  and  was  with  his  yellow  liveries  at 
parliament  to-day.  You  know  he  had  the  fame 
with  the  queen,  when  he  was  maftcrof  the  horfe: 
we  hope  the  duchefs  will  follow,  or  that  he  will 
take  her  away  in  fpite.  Lord  treafurer,  I  hope, 
has  now  faved  his  head.  Has  the  dean  received 
my  letter?  auc  him  at  cards  to-night. 

20.  There  was  a  world  of  people  to-day  at 
Court  to  fee  prince  Eugene.,  but  all  bit,  for  he  did 
not  come.     1  faw  the  duchefs  of  Somerjct  talk  ng 

with 
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with  the  duke  of  Buckingham  ^  fne  looked  a  little 
dov/n,  but  was  extreamly  courteous.  The  queen 
has  the  gout,  but  Is  not  in  much  pain.  Mull 
I  fill  this  line  too?*  well  then,  lb  let  it  be. 
The  duke  of  Beaufort  has  a  mighty  mind  to  come 
into  our  Society  ;  fhall  we  let  him  ?  I  fpoice  to 
the  duke  of  Ormond  about  it,  and  he  doubts  a  lit- 
tle whether  to  let  him  in  or  no.  They  fay  the 
duke  of  Somcrfet  is  advifed  bv  his  friends  to  let 
his  wife  flay  with  the  queen  ;  1  am  forry  for  it. 
I  dined  with  the  fecretary  to-day,  v/ith  mixt  com- 
pany J  I  don't  love  it.  Our  Society  does  not 
meet  till  Friday,  becaufe  Thurfday  will  be  a  bufy 
day  in  the  houfe  of  commons  ;  for  then  the  duke 
of  Marlborough^  bribery  is  to  be  examined  into 
about  the  penfion  pay'd  him  by  thofe  that  fur- 
nilhed  bread  to  the  army. 

21.  I  have  been  five  times  with  the  duke  of 
Oimond  about  a  perfect  trifle,  and  he  forgets  it: 
I  ufed  him  like  a  dog  this  morning  for  it.  I  was 
afked  to-day  by  feveral  in  the  court  of  requefts. 
Whether  it  was  true  that  the  author  of  the  Ex- 
atniner  f  was  taken  up  in  an  affion  of  twenty 
thouf^nd  pounds  by  the  duke  oi  Ma; '.borough  ?  1 
dined  in  the  city,  where  my  printer  fhewcd  me  a 
pamphlet  called  Advice  to  the  OciLober  Club,  which 
he  faid  was  fent  him  by  an  unknown  hand ;  I 
commended  it  mightily;  he  never  fufpeded  me; 
'tis  a  twopenny  pamphlet.      I   came  home  and 

*  It  is  the  laft  of  the  page,  and  written  clofe  to  the 
edge  of  [he  paper. 

f  Upon  the  icth  and  17th  of  this  month  the  Exa- 
miner was  very  fevere  upon  the  duke  of  2</larlhorough; 
and  in  confequence  of  this  report  purfued  him  with 
c;reater  virulence  in  the  following  ccurfe  of  his  papers, 
ijut  Svjift  vv^s  not  the  writer  of  the  Examiner  at  that 
paricd. 

got 
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jTOt  timely  to  bed;  but  about  eleven  one  of  the 
fecretjry's  fervants  came  to  me,  to  let  me  know 
that  lord  treafurer  would  immediately  fpeak  with 
me  at  lord  Mojhairi^  upon  earncll  bufmers;  and 
that  if  I  Vvas  abed,  I  fhould  rife  and  come.  I  did 
fo;  lord  treafurer  was  above  with  the  queen  ;  and 
when  he  came  down  he  laughed,  and  faid  it  was 
not  he  that  fent  for  me  :  the  bufmefs  was  of  no 
great  importance,  only  to  give  me  a  paper,  which 
might  have  been  done  to-morrow.  I  ilay'd  with 
them  till  paft  one,  and  then  got  to  bed  again. 
Pize  take  their  frolicks.  i  thought  to  have  an- 
fwered  your  letter. 

22.  DocSlor  Gq/irelwzz  to  fee  me  this  morning; 
he  is  an  eminent  divine,  one  of  the  canons  of 
Chrijl- churchy  and  one  1  love  very  well  :  h^  faid, 
he  was  glad  to  find  I  was  not  with  'James  Broad. 
1  afk';d  Vt'hat  he  meant ;  Why,  (ays  he,  have  you 
not  feen  the  Grt.h-Jlreei  paper,  that  fays  Dr. 
Swift  was  taken  up  as  author  of  the  Examiner  on 
an  a6tion  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds,  and  was 
now  at  "-fames  Broad'' %  (who,  1  fuppofe,  is  fome 
baiiiiT.)  I  kne  v  nothing  of  this  ;  but  at  the  court 
of  requefts  twenty  people  told  me  they  heard  i  had 
been  taken  up.  '  Lord  Latifdown  oblerved  to  the 
iccretary  and  me,  that  the  lFhi~s  fpread  three  lies 
ydterdayj;  that  about  me;  and  another,  that 
Alacartney^  who  was  turned  out  lafl  Sutnmcr^  is 
again  rcftorcd  to  his  places  in  the  ariny;  and 
the  third,  that  "Jack  HilFs  commiilion  for  lieu- 
tenant of  the  Tower  is  (lopt,  ;:nd  that  Cadcgan  is  to 
continue.  Lanjdiwn  thinks  they  have  fome  de- 
lign  by  thefc  reports ;  I  canno:  guefs  it.  Did  I 
tell  you  that  Sachevsrell  has   defired  mightily  to 

t  Thefe  lies  are  all   piriiculariy  mentioned  by   the 
Examiner,  N.  lO,  da  led  Pcb.-j,    171  1-12. 
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come  and  fee  me  ;  but  I  have  put  it  off:  he  has 
heard  that  I  have  fpoken  to  the  Secretary  in  behalf 
of  a  brother  whom  he  maintains,  and  who  dcfire& 
an  employment.  T'other  day  at  the  court  of  re- 
quefts  Dr.  Yalden  faluted  me  by  name ;  Sache- 
verell^  who  was  juft  by,  came  up  to  me,  and  made 
me  many  acknowledgments  and  compliments.  Laft 
night  1  defired  lord  treafurer  to  do  fomething  for 
that  brother  of  SachevereWs ;  he  faid  he  never 
knew  he  had  a  brother ;  but  thanked  me  for  telling 
him,  and  immediately  put  his  name  in  his  table- 
book.  1  v/ill  let  Sachevcrell  know  this,  tbat  he  may 
take  his  meafures  accordingly ;  but  he  fhall  be 
none  of  my  acquaintance.  I  dined  to-day  pri- 
vately with  the  fecretary,  left  him  at  fix,  paid  a 
vifit  or  two,  and  came  home. 

23.  I  dined  again  to-day  with  the  fecretary; 
but  could  not  difpatch  fome  bufmefs  I  had  with 
him,  he  has  fo  much  befides  upon  his  hands  at 
this  jundure  ;  and  preparing  againft  the  great  bu- 
finefs  to- morrow,  which  we  are  all  top  full  of. 
The  minif}:ers'  defign  is,  that  the  duke  of  Atari- ^ 
borough  fliall  be  cenfured  as  gently  as  pofTible,  pro- 
vided his  friends  will  not  make  head  to  defend 
him  ;  but  if  they  do,  it  may  end  in  fome  feverer 
votes.  A  gentleman  who  wasjuft  now  with  him, 
tells  me  he  is  much  caft  down,  and  fallen  away ; 
but  he  is  pofitive,  if  he  has  but  ten  friends  in  the 
houfe,  that  they  (hall  defend  him  to  the  utmoft,. 
and  endeavour  to  prevent  the  leaft  cenfure  upon 
him  ;  which  I  think  cannot  be,  fince  the  bribery 
IS  manifeft;  Sir  Solomon  Medina  paid  him  fix  thou- 
fand  pounds  a  year  to  have  the  employment  of 
providing  bread  for  the  army,  and  the  duke  owns 
it  in  his  letter  to  the  commiffioners  of  accounts. 
I  was  to-night  at  lord  Majharns;  lord  Dupplin 
4ook  out  my  new  little  pamphlet,  and  the  fecretary 
3  read 
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read  a  great  deal  of  it  to  lord  treafurer ;  they  all 
commended  it  to  the  fkies,  and  I'o  did  I,  and  they 
began  a  health  to  the  author.  But  I  doubt  lord 
treafurer  fufpe6led  :  for  he  faid,  This  is  Dr. 
Davenanfs  ftyle ;  which  is  his  cant  when  he  fuf- 
peds  me.  But  I  carried  the  matter  very  well. 
Lord  treafurer  pat  the  pamphlet  in  his  pocket  to 
read  at  home.     I'll  anfwer  your  letter  to-morrow. 

24.  The  fecretary  made  me  promife  to  dine  with 
him  to-day  after  the  parliament  was  up  ;  I  faid  I 
would  come  ;  but  I  dined  at  my  ufual  time ;  know- 
ing- the  houfe  would  fit  late  on  this  great  affair.  I 
dined  at  a  tavern  with  Mr,  Domvdle  and  another 
gentleman  ;  I  have  no't  done  fo  before  thefe  many 
months.  At  ten  this  evening  I  went  to  the  fecre- 
tary, but  he  was  not  come  home  ;  I  fat  with  his 
lady  till  twelve,  then  came  away;  and  he  juft: 
came  as  I  was  gone,  and  he  fent  to  my  lodgings^ 
but  I  would  not  go  back  ;  and  fo  I  know  not  how 
things  have  pafled  ;  but  hope  all  is  well  ;  and  I 
will  tell  you  to-morrow  day.     It  is  late,  ^c. 

25.  The  fecretary  fent  to  me  this  morning  to 
know  whether  we  fliould  dine  together  ;  1  went 
to  him,  and  there  I  learnt,  that  the  queftion 
went  againft  the  duke  o^  Marlborough  by  a  majo- 
rity of  a  hundred  ;  fo  the  miniftry  is  mighty  well 
fatisfied,  and  the  duke  will  now  be  able  to  do  no 
hurt.  The  fecretary  and  1  and  lord  Adaflum,  &c. 
dined  with  lieutenant-general  iFithers,  who  is  juft 
going  to  look  after  the  army  in  Flanders :  the  fe- 
cretary and  1  left  them  a  little  after  feven,  and  I 
am  come  home,  and  will  now  anfwer  your  letter, 
becaufc  this  goes  to  morrow  :  let  me  (ee. — The 
box  at  Chejhr  ;  oh,  burn  that  box,  and  hang  that 
Sterne',  I  have  defired  one  to  enquire  for  it  who 
went  towards  Ireland  laft  M^inday,  but  am  in  utter 
defpair  of  it.  — No,  I  was  not  fplenetick  j  you  fee 
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what  plunges  the  Court  has  been  at  to  fet  all  right 
again.   And  that  duchefs  is  not  out  yet,  and  may 
one  day  caufe  more  mifchief.     Somerfet  fliews  all 
about  a  letter  from  the  queen,   defiring  him  to  let 
his  wife  continue  with  her.     Is  not  that  rare  !    I 
find   Dinghy  fmelt  a  rat ;    becaul'e  the  Whigs  are 
upijl^ ;  but  if  ever  I  hear  that  word  again,  I'll  up- 
pijh  you.     I  am  glad  you  got  your  rafp   fafe  and 
iound  ;    does  Stella  like  her  apron  ?  Your  criticks 
about  guarantees  of  fucceffion  are  puppies;  that's 
an    anfwer   to     the    objection.       The    anfwerers 
here  made  the  fame  objection,  but  is  wholly  wrong. 
I  am   of  your  opinion,   that  lord   Marlborough  is 
ufed   too  hardly  :   I  have  often  fcratched  out  paf- 
fages  from  papers  and  pamphlets  fent  me  before 
they  were  printed  ;  becaufe  I  thought  them  too  f«- 
vere.  '  But,    he  is  certainly  a  vile  man,    and  has 
no  fort  of  merit  befide  the  military.     The  Exa- 
miners are  good  for  little  :  I  would  fain  have  hin- 
dered the  feverity  of  the  two  or  three  laft,   but 
could  not.     I  will  either  bring  your  papers  over, 
or  leave  them  with  Tooke^  for  whofe  honeuy  1  will 
engage.     And  I  think  it   is  beft  not   to  venture 
them  with  me  at  fea.    Stella  is  a  prophet,   by  fore- 
telling  fo  very  pofitively  that  all   would  be  well. 
Duke  of  Orfuond  {pe-d.k  againft  Peace  ?  No,  fimple- 
ton  :    he  is  one  of  the  flancheJl:  we  have  for  the 
miniftry.     Neither     trouble     yourfelf  about    the 
printer  :  he  appeared  the  firft  day  of  term,  and  is  to 
appear  Vv'hen  lummoned  ag  in;  but  nothingelfe  will 
come  of  it.     Lord  Chief  Jufttce  is  cooled  fmce  this 
new  fettlement.    No;  I  wi;l  not  fplit  my  journals 
in  half;  I  will  write  but  once  a  fortnight :  but  you 
niav  do  as  you  will ;  which  is,  read  only  half  at  once, 
and  t'other  half  next  week.    So  now  your  letter  is 
anfwered    (Pox  on  thee  blots  I)  What  muft   I 
fay  more?    I  v/iii  fct  out  in  March,  if  there  be  a 
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fit  of  fine  weather  ;  unlefs  the  minlftry  define  me 
to  ftay  till  the  end  of  the  feffion,  which  may  be  a 
month  longer  ;  but  I  believe  they  will  not:  for 
I  fuppofe  the  Peace  will  be  made,  and  they  will 
have  no  further  fervice  for  me.  I  muft  make  my 
canal  fine  this  Summer^  as  fine  as  I  can.  I  am  afraid 
I  fhall  fee  great  negleds  among  my  quick-fets. 
I  hope  the  cherry  trees  on  the  river-walk  are  fine 
things  now.     But  no  more  of  this. 

26.  I  for2:ot  to  finilh  this  letter  this  mornine, 
and  am  come  home  (o  late  I  muft  o-ive  it  to  the 
bell -man  ;  but  I  would  have  it  go  to-night,  left 
you  fhould  think  there  is  any  thing  in  the  ftory 
of  my  being  arrefted  in  an  a6lion  of  twenty  thou- 
fand  pounds  by  lord  Marlborough,  which  I  hear 
is  in  Dyers  letter,  and  confequently,  I  fuppofe, 
gone  to  Ireland.     Farewel,  deareft  MDy  &c.  &c. 


LETTER    XL. 


London,  Jan.  26,   1711-iz. 

A  HAVE  no  gilt  paper  left  of  this  fize,  fo  you 
muft  be  content  with  plain.  Our  Society  dined 
together  to- day,  for  it  was  put  ofF,  as  I  told  you, 
upon  lord  A'larlhorough's  bufinefs  on  'Thurfday. 
The  duke  of  Qrmond  dined  with  us  to-day,  the 
firft  time;  we  were  thirteen  at  table;  and  lord 
Lanfdoivn  came  in  after  dinner,  fo  that  we  wanted 
but  three.  The  fecretary  propcfod  the  duke  of 
Beaufort,  v/ho  defircs  to  be  one  of  our  Society; 
but  1  ftopt  it,  becaufe  the  duke  of  Orwcw^ doubts 
a  little  about  it  ;  and  he  was  gone  before  it  was 
propofed.  I  left  them  at  feven,  and  fat  this  even- 
ing with  poor  Mrs.  lVcJl:y,  who  has  been  mighty  ill 
to-day  with  a  fainting  fit :    jfhe  has  often  convul- 
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fions  too ;  fhe  takes  a  mixture  v^^ith  ajjafcctiday 
which  i  have  now  in  my  nofe ;  and  every  thing 
fmells  of  it.  I  never  fmeit  it  before,  'tis  abominable. 
We  have  eight  pacquets,  they  fay,  due  from  Ire- 
land. 

27.  I  could  not  fee  Yi'^mct  Eugene  at  Court  to- 
day, the  crowd  was  fo  great.  The  Whigs  contrive 
to  have  a  crowd  always  about  him,  and  employ 
the  rabble  to  give  the  word,  when  he  fets  out 
from  anyplace.  When  the  duchefs  of //(?m///<?« 
came  from  the  queen  after  church,  {he  v/hifpered 
me  that  fhe  was  going  to  pay  me  a  vifit :  1  went 
to  lady  Oglethorp's,  the  place  appointed  ;  for  ladies 
always  vifit  me  in  third  places,  and  fne  kept  me 
till  near  four  :  fhe  talks  too  much,  is  a  plaguy  de- 
traitor,  and  I  believe  I  fliall  not  m.uch  like  her. 
3  was  engaged  to  dine  with  lord  Alafljam ;  they 
ilaid  as  long  as  they  could,  yet  had  almoft  dined, 
and  were  going  in  anger  to  pull  down  the  brafs 
peg  for  my  hat,  but  lady  Majham  faved  it.  At 
eight  I  went  again  to  lord  Ma/hmns  ;  lord  trea- 
furer  is  generally  there  at  night :  we  fat  up  till 
almofi:  two.  Lord  treafurer  has  engaged  me  to 
contrive  fome  way  to  keep  the  archbifhop  of  York 
from  being  feduced  by  lord  Nottingham.  I  will 
<^o  what  I  can  in  it  to-morrow.  'Tis  very  late, 
fo  I  muft  go  fleep. 

2S.  Poor  Mrs.  Mauley  the  author  is  very  ill 
of  a  dropfy  and  fore  leg ;  the  printer  tells  me  he 
is  afraid  fhe  cannot  live  long.  I  am  heartily  forry 
for  her;  fhe  has  very  generous  principles  for  one 
of  her  fort ;  and  a  great  deal  of  good  fenfe  and 
invention  :  fhe  is  about  forty,  very  homely  and 
very  fat,  Mrs.  Van  made  me  dine  with  her  to- 
day. I  was  this  morning  with  the  duke  of  On?jond, 
and  the  prolocutor,  about  wnat  lord  trenfurer  fpoke 
to  me  yeilerdayj  i»know  not  what  will  be  the  \(-^ 
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iue.  There  is  but  a  {lender  majority  in  the  houfe 
of  lords;  and  we  want  more.  We  are  fadly  mor- 
tified at  the  nev/s  of  the  Fj'ench  taking  the  town  in 
Brafil  from  the  Portuguefe,  The  fixth  edition  of 
three  thoufand  of  the  Condiitl  of  the  Allies  is  fold, 
and  the  printer  talks  of  a  feventh  :  eleven  thoufand 
of  them  have  been  fold  ;  which  is  a  moft  prodigi- 
ous run.  The  little  two-penny  Letter  of  Advice  to 
the  OSioher  Club  does  not  fell  ;  1  knov/  not  the  rea- 
Ibn  ;  for  it  is  finely  written,  I  affure  you  ;  and, 
like  a  true  author,  I  grow  fbnd  of  it,  becaufe 
it  does  not  fell :  you  know  that  is  ufual  to  writers, 
to  condemn  the  judgment  of  the  world  :  if  I  had 
hinted  it  to  be  mine,  every  body  would  have 
bought  it,  but  it  is  a  great  fecret. 

26.  I  borrowed  one  or  two  idle  books  of  Contes 
de  Fees  *,  and  have  been  reading  theni  thefe  two 
days,  although  I  have  much  bufmefs  upon  my 
hands.  I  loitered  till  one  at  home  :  then  v/ent  to 
Mr.  Lewis  at  his  office;  and  the  vice  chamber- 
Jain  told  me,  that  lady  Ryalton  had  yefterday  re- 
figned  her  employment  of  lady  of  the  bed-cham- 
ber, and  that  lady  Jane  Hydi',  lord  Rocheflers 
daughter,  a  mighty  pretty  girl,  is  to  fucceed  ; 
he  faid  too,  that  lady  Sunderland \vou\A  refign  in  a 
day  or  two.  I  dined  with  Lewis^  and  then  went 
to  fee  Mrs.  Wcfiey^  who  is  better  to-day.  But  you 
muft  know,  that  Mr.  Lcvj'is  gave  me  two  letters, 
one  from  the  bifliop  of  Cloyne,  with  an  inclofed 
from  lord  Jnchequin  to  lord  treafurer ;  which  he 
defires  I  would  deliver  and  recommend.  I  am  told, 
that  lord  was  much  in  with  lord  IFharto?:^ 
and  I  remember  he  was  to  have  been  one  of  the 
lords  juftices  by  his  recommendation  ;  yet  the  bi- 
fliop recommends   him  as  a   great  friend  to  the 
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church,  &c.  I'll  do  what  I  think  proper.  T'other 
letter  was  from  little  faucy  AID,  N.  26.  O  Lord, 
never  faw  the  like,  under  a  cover  too,  and  by  way 
of  journal;  we  fhall  never  have  done.  Sirrahs; 
how  durft  you  write  fo  foon,  firrahs  ?  I  won't  an- 
fwer  it  yet. 

30.  I  was  this  morning  with  the  fecretary,  who 
was  fick,  and  out  of  humour:  he  would  needs 
drink  Champagne  fomedays  ago,  on  purpofe  to 
fpite  me,  becaufe  I  advifed  him  againft  it,  and  now 
he  pays  for  it;  Stella  ufed  to  do  fuch  tricks  for- 
merly ;  he  put  me  in  mind  of  her.  Lady  Sunder- 
land has  refigned  her  place  too.  It  is  lady  Cathe- 
rine Hyde  that  fucceeds  lady  Ryahon ;  and  not 
lady  Jane.  Lady  Catherine  is  the  late  earl  of 
Roche/ler's  daughter.  I  dined  with  the  fecretary, 
then  vifited  his  lady  ;  and  fat  this  evening  with 
lady  Majloam  ;  the  fecretary  came  to  us  ;  but  lord 
treafurer  did  not ;  he  dined  with  the  mafter  of 
the  rolls,  and  ftaid  late  with  him.  Our  Society 
does  not  meet  til!  to-morrow  fennight,  becaufe  we 
think  the  parliament  will  be  very  bufy  to-morrow 
upon  the  ftate  of  the  war;  and  the  fecretary,  who 
is  to  treat  as  prefident,  muft  be  in  the  houfe.  I 
fancy  my  talking  of  perfons  and  things  here,  muft 
be  very  tedious  to  you,  becaufe  you  know  nothing 
of  them;  and  I  talk  as  if  you  did.  You  knovir 
Kevhi'^-Jlrcet,  and  JVerburgh-fireet,  and  (what  do 
you  call  the  ftreet  where  Mrs.  Walls  lives?) 
and  Ingoldfby,  and  Higgins,  and  lord  Santry  ;  but 
what  care  you  for  lady  Catherine  Hyde?  Why  do 
you  fay  nothing  of  your  health,  firrah  ?  I  hope  it 
is  well. 

31.  Trimnel,  bifhop  of  Norwich,  who  was  v^ith 
this  lord  Sunderland  at  Moor-park  in  their  travels, 
preached  yefterday  before  the  houfe  of  lords  ;  and 
to-day  the  qucftion  was  put  to  thank   him,  and 
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print  his  fcrmon  ;  but  pafTed  againft  him  ;  for  it 
was  a  terrible  IVhig  fermon.  The  Bill  to  repeal 
the  ASi  for  naUr:ali%mg proUjlant  foreigners^  paiTed 
the  houle  of  lords  to-day  by  a  majority  of  twenty, 
though  the  Scotch  lords  went  out,  and  would  vote 
neither  way,  in  difcontent  about  duke  Hamtltony 
patent,  if  you  know  any  thing  of  it.  A  poem  is 
come  out  to-day  infcribed  to  me,  by  way  of  a  flirt ; 
for  it  is  a  Whiggijh  poem,  and  good  for  nothing. 
They  plagued  me  with  it  in  the  court  of  requefts. 
I  dined  with  lord  treafurer  at  five  alone,  only  with 
one  Dutch  man.  Prior  is  now  a  commifiioner 
of  the  cufi-oms.  I  told  you  fo  before,  I  fuppofe. 
When  I  came  home  to-nighr,  I  found  a  letter 
from  Dr.  Sachcvcrell*^  thanking  me  for  recom- 
mending his  brother  to  Irrd  treafurer  and  Mr.  fe- 
cretary  for  a  place.  Lord  treafurer  fent  to  him 
about  it :  fo  good  a  folicitor  was  I,  although  I 
once  hardly  thought  I  fhould  be  a  folicitor  for  Sa- 
chcverell. 

Feb.  I .  Has  not  your  dean  of  St,  Patrick's,  received 
my  letter  ?  You  fay  nothing  of  it,  although  I  writ 
above  a  month  ago.  My  printer  has  got  the  gout, 
and  I  was  forced  to  go  to  him  to-day,  and  there 
I  dined.  It  was  a  moll  Uvlicious  day;  why  don't 
you  obferve  whether  the  fame  days  be  fine  with 
you  i*  To-night  at  fix  Dr.  Jtterbury^  and  Prior, 
and  I,  and  Dr.  Frcivl.  met  at  Dr.  R:brt  Frcind's 
houfe  at  IVeJlrninf.cr.,  who  is  mafter  ot  the  fchool : 
there  we  fat  till  one,  and  were  g<-,od  enough  com- 
pany. I  here  take  leave  to  tell  politickD/w^/^;',  that 
the  pafTage  in  the  Conclucl  of  the  Allies  is  fo  far  from 
beinix  blamcable,  that  the  I'ecrei.ary  defigns  to  infifl 
upon  it  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  when  the  Treaty 

*  This  Letter  is  to  be  found  in  the  late  Collection  by 
Dcdjley,  &c.   No,  5^;. 
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%f  Barrier  is  debated  there,  as  it  now  fliortly  v/iil, 
for  they  have  ordered  it  to  be  laid  before  them. 
The  pamphlet  of  Advice  to  the  OEioher  Club  begins 
now  to  fell ;  but  I  believe  it's  fame  will  hardly 
reach  Ireland:  'tis  finely  written,  I  aflure  you. 
I  long  to  anfwer  your  letter ;  but  won't  yet  \  you 
know  'tis  late,  ^c. 

2.  This  day  ends  Chrl/imas',  and  what  care  I  ? 
I  have  neither  feen,  nor  felt,  nor  heard  any  Chrijl- 
mas  this  year.  I  pafl'ed  a  lazy  dull  day  :  I  was 
this  morning  with  lord  treafurer,  to  get  fome  pa- 
pers from  him,  which  he  will  remember  as  much 
as  a  cat,  although  it  be  his  own  bufinefs.  It  threat- 
ened rain,  but  did  not  much  ;  and  Prior  and  I 
walked  an  hour  in  the  Park^  which  quite  put  me  out 
of  my  meafures.  I  dined  with  a  friend  hard  by ;  and 
in  the  evening  fat  with  lord  Ma/ham  till  twelve. 
Lord  treafurer  did  not  come  ;  this  is  an  idle  dining 
day  ufually  with  him.  We  want  to  hear  from 
Holland  how  our  Peace  goes  on;  for  we  are  afraid 
of  thofe  fcoundrels  the  Dutch,  left  they  fhould 
play  us  tricks.  Lord  Marr,  a  Scotch  earl,  was 
with  us  at  lord  Majhains;  I  was  arguing  with  him 
about  the  ftubbornnefs  and  folly  of  his  country- 
men; they  are  fo  angry  about  the  affair  of  duke 
Hamilton  whom  the  queen  has  made  a  duke  of 
England,  and  the  houfe  of  lords  will  not  admit 
him :  he  fwears  he  would  vote  for  us,  but  dare 
not;  becaufe  all  iSfTcZ/^M^  would  deteft  him  if  he  did; 
he  fhould  never  be  chofen  again,  nor  be  able  to 
live  there. 

3.  I  v/as  at  Court  to-day  to  look  for  a  dinner;  but 
did  not  like  any  that  were  offered  me  ;  and  1  dined 
with  lord  Mountjoy,  The  queen  has  the  gout  in 
her  knee,  and  was  not  at  chapel.  I  hear  we  have 
a  Dutch  mail,  but  I  know  not  what  nev/s,  although 
I  was  with  the  f<;crcuiry  this  morning.    He  fliewed 
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me  a  letter  from  the  Hanover  envoy,  Mr.  Bothmar, 
complaining  that  the  Barrier  Treaty  is  laid  before 
the  hoiife  of  commons;  and  defiring  that  no 
infrln<^ement  may  be  made  in  the  Guarantee  of 
the  Succejfion  ;  but  the  fecretary  has  written  him 
a  peppering  anfwer.  I  fancy  you  underftand  all 
this,  and  are  able  ftate-girls,  fince  you  have 
read  the  Condii£i  of  the  Allies.  We  are  all  pre- 
paring againft  the  birth-day,  I  think  it  is  IVednef- 
doy  next.  If  the  queen's  gout  encreafes,  it  will 
fpoll  fport.  Prince  Ejigene  has  two  fine  fuits 
made  sgainft  it;  and  the  queen  is  to  give  him  a 
fword  worth  four  thoufand  pounds,  the  diamonds 
fet  tranfparcnt. 

4,  I  was  this  morning  foliciting  at  the  houfe 
of  commons'  door  for  Mr.  Vefey^  a  Ton  of  the  arch- 
bifhop  of  Tiiam^  who  has  petitioned  for  a  Bill  to 
relieve  him  in  fome  difficulty  about  his  eftate; 
I  fecurcd  him  about  fifty  members.  I  dined  with 
lady  Majham.  We  have  no  pacquet  from  Holland^ 
as  I  was  told  yefterday  ;  and  this  wind  will  hinder 
many  people  from  appearing  at  the  birth-day,  who 
expected  cloaths  from  Holland.  I  appointed  to 
meet  a  gentleman  at  the  fecretary 's  to-night,  and 
they  both  failed.  The  houfe  of  commons  have  this 
day  made  many  fevere  votes  about  our  being  abufcd 
by  our  allies.  Thofe  who  fpoke,  drew  all  their  ar- 
guments from  my  book,  and  their  votes  confirm 
all  I  writ;  the  Court  had  a  majority  of  a  hundred 
and  fifty  :  all  agree,  that  it  was  my  book  that  fpi- 
rited  them  to  thefe  refolutions ;  I  long  to  fee 
them  in  print.  My  head  has  not  been  as  well 
as  I  could  wifh  it  for  fome  davs  paft,  but  I  have 
not  had  any  giddy  fit,  and  I  hope  it  will  go  over. 

5.  The  fecretary  turned  me  out  of  his  room 
this  morning,  and  fhewed  me  fifty  guineas  rolled 
VD,    which  he  was   going  to  give  to  fome  French 
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fyy.  I  dined  witlT  four  Irijhmen  at  a  tavera 
to-day  -,  I  thought  1  had  refolved  againft  it  before, 
but  I  broke  it.  I  played  at  cards  this  evening  at 
lady  Majham%^  but  I  only  played  for  her  while 
flie  was  writing;  and  I  won  her  a  pool  ;  and  fupt 
there.  Lord  treafurer  was  v/ith  us,  but  went  a- 
way  before  twelve.  The  ladies  and  lords  have  all 
their  cloaths  ready  ag^iinft  to-morrow  :  I  fa  v.?  fe- 
veral  mighty  fine,  and  I  hope  there  will  be  a  great 
appearance,  in  fpite  of  that  fpiteful  French  falhion 
of  the  lVhiggjft}\z.^\fs,  not  to  come,  which  they  have 
all  refolved  to  a  woman ;  and  I  hope  it  will  more 
fpirit  the  queen  againft  them  for  ever. 

6.  I  went  to  dine  at  lord  Majharns  at  three, 
and  met  all  the  company  juft  coming  out  of  Court -y 
a  mighty  crowd  ;  they  ft^id  long  for  their  coaches : 
J  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  feveral  lords  and  la- 
dies of  my  acquaintance  in  their  fineries.  Lady 
AJhburnhain  looked  the  bed  in  my  eyes.  They 
fa}-,  the  Court  was  never  fuller  nor  finer.  Lord 
treafurer,  his  lady,  and  two  daughters,  and  Mrs. 
if/// dined  with  lord  and  lady  ?Ao.jham\  the  five 
ladies  were  monftrous  fine.  The  queen  gave 
prince  Eugene  the  diamond  fword  to-day  ;  but  no- 
body was  by  when  (he  gave  it,  except  my  lurd 
chamberlain.  There  was  an  entertainment  of 
Opera  fongs  at  night,  and  the  queen  was  at  all  the 
entertaininent,.  and  is  very  well  after  it.  I  faw  lady 
IVharton^  ?L^  ugly  as  the  Devil,  coming  out  in  the 
crowd  a'l  inanundrefoj  (he  had  b-en  with  the 
Jldarlhsraugh  daughters  and  lady  Bridowtir  in 
St.  yanies's,  looking  out  of  the  window  all  undref- 
i'^i,  to  fee  the  fight.  I  do  not  hear  that  one  Whig 
lady  was  there,  except  thofe  of  the  bed-chamber. 
Nothing  has  made  fq  great  a  noife  as  one  Kelfo-a's 
chariot,  that  cofi:  nine  hundred  and  thirty  pounds, 
the  fineft  v;as  ever  feen.    The  rabble  huzzaed  hirr\ 

as 


(      157      ) 
as  much  as  they  did  prince  Eugene.    This  is  birth- 
day chat. 

7.  Our  Society  met  to-day,  the  duke  of  Ormond 
was  not  with  us;  we  have  lefTened  our  dinners, 
which  were  grown  fo  extravagant,  that  lord  trea- 
furer  and  every  body  eh'e  cried  fhame.  I  left  them 
at  feven,  vifited  for  an  hour,  and  then  came  home, 
like  a  good  boy.  The  queen  is  much  better  af- 
ter yefterday's  excrcife:  her  friends  wifii  {he 
would  ufe  a  little  more.  I  oppofed  lord  Jerfcfs 
ele£^ion  into  our  Society,  and  he  is  refufed;  I 
likewife  oppofed  the  duke  of  Beaufort  \  but  I  be- 
lieve he  will  be  chofen  in  fpiteofme:  1  don't 
much  care  ;  I  fhall  not  be  with  them  above  two 
months ;  for  I  refolve  to  fet  out  for  Ireland  the  be- 
ginning of  Jpril  next  (before  I  treat  them  again) 
and  fee  my  willows. 

8.  I  dined  to-day  in  the  city;  this  mornirry  a 
fcoundrel  dog,  one  of  th^;  queen's  mufick,  a  Ger- 
man, whom  1  had  never  feen,  got  accefs  to  me  in 
my  chamber  by  Patrick's  folly,  and  gravely  defired 
me  to  get  an  employment  in  the  cuftoms  for  a  friend 
of  his,  who  would  be  very  grateful  ;  and  likevy'ife  to 
forward  a  projetSl  of  his  own,  for  railing  ten  thou- 
fand  pounds  a  year  upon  Operas:  I  ufed  him  ci- 
vi'ler  than  he  dcferved_;  but  it  vexed  me  to  the 
pluck.  He  was  told,  I  had  a  mighty  interell  with 
lord  treafurer,  aiid  one  word  of  mine,  iffc. — 
Well ;  I  got  home  early  on  purpcfe  to  anfwer 
JlJD's  letter,  A"".  26  ;  for  this  goes  to-morrow. — 
Well  ;  I  never  faw  fuch  a  letter  in  all  my  life  ; 
fo  laucy,  fo  journalifn,  fo  fmguine,  fo  pretending, 
fo  every  thing. — I  fatisfied  ail  your  fears  in  my  laftj 
All  is  gone  well,  as  you  fay  ;  yet  y^u  arc  an  imnu- 
dtnt  fiut  to  l)e  lb  pofuivc  ;  you  will  fvvaga,er  fo  upon 
your  lagacity  that  wc  ihall  never  have  done.  Pray 
don't  uiiilay  )our  reply  3  I  would  certainly  print  v\ 
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if  I  had  it  here  :  how  long  is  it?  I  fuppofe,  half 
a  fheet :    was   the  Anfwer    written    in    Ireland? 
Yes,  yes,   you  ftiall  have  a  letter  when  you  come 
from  Baligall.     I   need  not  tell    you  again   who's 
out  and  who's  in  :  we  can  never  get  out  the  duch- 
cfs  oi  Somerfet. —  So,  they  fay  Prejh  writ  the  Con- 
du£t^  &c.  do   they  like  it  ?   I  don't  care  whether 
they  do  or  no ;    but  the  Refolut'mn  printed  t'other 
day  in  the  Votes,  are  almoft  quotations   from  it  j 
and  would  never  have  palled,  if  that  book  had  not 
been  written.     I  v/ill  not  meddle  with  the  Spc£ia- 
tor,  let  him  fair-fex  it  to  the  world's    end.     My 
diforder   is    over,    but  blood    was  not   from  the 
p — les. — Well,   madam  Dbzg/ey,   the  froftj  why 
we  had  a  great  frofl:,  but  I  forget  how  long  ago ;  it 
lafted  above  a  week  or  ten  days  :    I  believe  about 
fix  weeks  ago ;    hut  it  did  not  break  fo  foon  with 
us  I  think   as  December  29  ;  yet  I  think   it  was 
about  that  time,    on  fecond  thoiights.     AID  can 
have  no  letter  from  Pre/^o,  fays  you,  and  yet  four 
days  before  you  own  you  had  my  thirty-feventh, 
unreafonable  flats  !  The  bifhop  of  Glmcejier  is  not 
dead,  and  I  am  as  likely  to  fucceed  the  duke  of 
Marlborough  as   him  if  he  were ;  there's  enough 
for  that  now.     It  is  not  unlikely  that  the  duke 
of  Shrew/Jmry   will    be  your  governour  ;    at  leaft 
I  believe  the  duke  of  Ormond  will  not  return. — 
Well,   Stella  again  :  why  really  three  editions  of 
the  Conda^^   kc.  is  very  much  for  Ireland ;  it  is 
a  fign  you  have  fome  honeft  among  you. — Well ; 
I  will  do  Mr.  Alauley  all  the  fervice  I  can :    but 
he  will  ruin   himfelf.      What  bufinefs  had  he  to 
engage   at  all  about  the  city  r  can't  he  wi{h  his 
caufe   well,    and    be    quiet,    when  he  finds  that 
ftirring  will  do  it  no  good,   and  himfelf  a  great 
deal  of  hurt  ?  I  cannot  imagine  who  fliould  open 
my  letter;    it  muft  be  done  at  your  fide. — If  I 
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hear  of  any  thoughts  of  turning  out  Mr.  Man^ 
ley^  I  will  endeavour  to  prevent  it.  I  have  already 
had  all  the  gentlemen  of  Ireland  here  upon  my 
back  often,  for  defending  him.  So  now  I  have  an- 
fwered  your  faucy  letter.  My  humble  fervice  to 
goody  Stoyte  and  Catherine -^  I  will  come  foon  for 
my  dinner. 

9.  Morning.  My  cold  goes  off  at  laft;  but  I 
think  I  have  got  a  fmall  new  one.  I  have  no 
news  fmce  laft.  They  fay  we  hear  by  the  way 
of  Calais,  that  Peace  is  very  near  concluding.  I 
hope  it  may  be  true.  I'll  go  and  feal  up  my  letter, 
and  give  it  myfelf  to-nig.ht  into  the  poft-officej 
and  fo  I  bid  my  deareft  MD  farewel  till  to-night. 
I  heartily  wifh  myfelf  with  them,  as  hope  faved. 
My  willows,  and  quickfets,  and  trees  will  be  fine- 
ly improved,  I  hope,  this  year.  It  has  been  fine 
hard  frofty  weather  yefterday  and  to-day.  Farewel, 
i^c.  &c.  i^c.  * 

*  N.  B.  In  the  late  Colleftton  of  S-ojift^s  Conefpcnd- 
cnce,  publifhed  by  Dodjley  and  others,  the  courfe  of 
thefe  journals  is  continued  trom  this  prefent  date,  Feb.  9, 
1711-12,  until  the  Summer  of  the  year  1713,  when  the 
Dr.  was  made  Dean  of  St,  Patrick's,  Dublin.  The  firll 
of  thefe  journals  in  that  CoUeftion  is  the  fifty-eighth 
Letter. 


Dr.     S  W  I  F  T's 

CORRESPONDENCE. 


LETTER    I. 

Dr.    Swift   to   Mrs.  Jane    Swift*. 

1696, 

1  RECEIVED  your  kind  letter  {xom' Robert 
by  word  of  mouth,  and  think,  it  a  vaft  condefceii- 
fion  in  you  to  think  of  us  in  all  your  gjreatnefs : 
now  fhall  we  hear  nothing  from  you  for  five  months 
but  fVe  Courtiers.  Loory  is  well,  and  prefents  his 
humble  duty  to  my  lady,  and  love  to  his  fellovv- 
fcrvant :  but  he  is  the  miferableft  creature  in  the 
world;  eternally  in  his  melancholy  note,  what- 
ever I  can  doj  and  if  his  finger  does  but  ake,  I 
am  in  fuch  a  fright  you  would  wonder  at  it.  I 
pray  return  my  fervice  to  Mrs,  Kilby,  in  payment 
of  hers  by  Robert. 

Nothing  grows  better  by  your  abfence  but  my 
lady's  chamber-floor,  and  Fumble-down  Dick, 
Here  are  three  letters  for  you,  and  Molly  will  not 
fend  one  of  them  ;  ihe  fays  you  ordered  her  to 
the  contrary.     Mr.    Mofc  and  I  defire  you  will 

*  The  Dodlor's  fifter. 
Vol.  V.  M  remember 
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remember  our  love  to  the  king,  and  let  us  know 
how  he  looks. 

Robert  fays  the  Czar  is  there,  and  is  fallen  in 
love  with  you,  and  defigns  to  carry  you  to  Aluf- 
covy  ;  pray  provide  yourfelf  with  muffs  and  fable 
tippets,  (ffc. 

/Eslus  has  made  a  ftrange  revolution  in  the  rooks 
nefts  ;  but  I  fay  no  more,  for  it  is  dangerous  to 
meddle  with  things   above  us. 

I  defire  your  abfence  heartily ;  for  now  I  live 
in  great  flate,  and  the  cook  comes  in  to  know  what 
I  pleafe  to  have  for  dinner :  I  a(k  very  gravely 
what  is  in  the  houfe,  and  accordingly  give  orders 
for  a  difii  of  pigeons,  or  ^c.  You  fliall  have  no 
more  ale  here,  unlefs  you  fend  us  a  letter.  Here 
is  a  great  bundle  and  a  letter  for  you;  both  came 
together  from  London.  We  all  keep  home  like  fa 
many  cats. 

L  E  T  T  E  R    II. 

Mrs.    Long*   to   Dr.   S  w  if  t. 

November  i8,  17 1  r. 

X  F  you  will  again  allow  me  the  pleafure  of  hear- 
ing from  you,  without  murmuring,  I  vviTi  let  you 
enjoy  that  of  laughing  at  me  for  any  foolilh  word  I 
mifapply ;  for  I  know  you  are  too  reafonable  to 
exped:  me  to  be  nicely  right  in  the  matter;  but 
then  when  you  take  a  fancy  to  be  angry,  pray 
let  me  know  it  quietly,  that  I  may  clear  my 
meanings,  which  are  always  far  from  offending 
my  friends,  however  unhappy  I  may  be  in  my  ex- 

*  Thus  indorfed   by  the  Doftor ;  Poor  Mrs.  LoHg^i 
laft  letter,  written  five  weeks  before  flie  died. 
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preflions.  Could  I  expe<5l  you  to  rememlicr  any 
part  of  my  letters  fo  long  ago,  I  v/ould  arte  you,  that 
you  Ihould  know  Vvhcre  to  find  me  when  you  had 
a  mmd  to  it ;  but  I  fuppofe  you  were  in  a  roman- 
tick  ftrain,  and  defigned  to  have  furprized  me  talk- 
ing to  myfelf  in  a  wood,  or  by  the  fea.  Forgive 
the  dulncfs  of  my  apprehenfion,  and  if  telling  you 
that  I  am  at  Linn  will  not  do,  I  will  print  it, 
however  inconvenient  it  may  yet  be  to  me  ; 
for  I  am  not  the  better  for  the  old  lady's  death, 
but  am  put  in  hopesof  being  eafy  at  C/;/7/?w«i;  how- 
ever, 1  (hall  ftill  continue  to  be  Mrs.  Smyth,  near 
St.  Nicholas's  Church  in  the  town  aforefaid  ;  (o 
much  for  my  affairs. — Now  as  to  my  health, 
that  was  much  out  of  order  laft  Summer;  my  dif- 
temper  was  a  dropfy  or  ahflma  (you  know  what  I 
mean,  but  I  cannot  fpell  it  right)  or  both,  lazy 
diftempers,  which  I  was  too  lazy  to  moleft  whilft 
they  would  let  me  fit  in  quiet;  but  when  they 
grew  fo  unreafonable  as  not  to  let  me  do  that,  I 
applied  myfelf  to  doflor  Jnglis,  by  whofe  advice  I 
I  am  now  well  enough.  To  give  you  the  beft  ac- 
count I  can  of  this  place,  the  ladies  will  make  any 
returns,  if  one  may  believe  what  they  fay  of  one 
another;  the  men  I  know  little  of,  for  I  am  here 
what  you  have  often  upbraided  me  with,  a  Prude 
in  every  thing  but  ccnfuring  my  neighbours ;  a 
couple  of  divines,  two  aldermen,  and  a  cuflom- 
houfe  officer,  arc  all  my  men  acquaintance;  the 
gay  part  of  the  town  1  know  nothing  of,  and  al- 
though for  the  honour  of  the  place  I  will  fuppofe 
there  are  good  poets,  yet  that  I  never  enquired 
after.  I  have  a  fhelf  pretty  well  filled  at  home, 
but  want  a  Mifcellany  Mr.  Steele  put  out  laft  year; 
niifs  Hcjfy  promifed  it  me,  but  has  forgot  it :  I  fancy 
you  have  intereft  enough  with  him  to  get  it  for 
me.     I  wiih  too  at  your  leifure  you  would  make  a 
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pedigree  for  me  ;  the  people  here  want  fadly  to 
know  what  1  am  ;  I  pretend  to  no  more  than  be- 
ino;  of  George  Smyth's  family  of  N:tly,  but  do  not 
talk  much  of  it,  for  fear  of  betraying  myfelf ;  fo 
they  fancy  fome  myftery  to  be  in  the  matter,  and 
would  give  their  rivals  place  to  be  fatisfied.  At 
firlf  they  thought  I  came  hither  to  make  my  for- 
tune, by  catching  up  fome  of  their  young  fellows  ; 
but  having  avoided  that  fort  of  company,  I  am  ftiil 
a  riddle  they  know  not  what  to  make  of.  Many  of 
them  feem  to  love  me  well  enough  ;  for  I  he>ir  all 
they  fay  of  one  another  without  making  mifchief 
among  them,  and  give  them  tea  and  coffee  when 
I  have  it,  which  are  the  greateft  charms  I  can  boaft 
of:  the  fine  lady  I  have  left  to  Ms/l  (who  I  fup- 
pofe  was  at  the  Bath)  or  any  other  that  will  take  it 
up;  for  I  am  grown  a  good  houfewife;  I  can  pot 
and  pickle,  fir,  and  handle  a  needle  very  prettily; 
fee  mifs  He/jys  fcarf,  I  think  that  is  improving 
mightily.  If  mifs  HeJ/y  keeps  company  with  the 
el  deft  Haitony  and  is  ftill  a  politician,  flte  is  not 
the  girl  I  took  her  for  ;  but  to  me  fhe  fcems  me- 
lancholy. Sure  Mr.  St.  John  is  not  fo  altered  but 
he  will  make  returns;  but  how  Ciin  I  pretend  to 
judge  of  any  thing,  when  my  poor  coufni  is  taken 
for  an  hermaphrodite  ;  a  thing  I  as  little  fufpedled 
her  for  as  railing  at  any  body  ;  I  know  fo  little 
caufe  for  it,  that  I  muft  be  filent.  I  hear  but  little 
of  what  is  done  in  the  world,  but  fliould  be  glad 
the  miniftry  did  themfelves  the  juftice  to  diftin- 
guifh  men  of  merit :  may  I  wifti  you  joy  of  any 
preferment?  I  (hall  do  it  heartily:  but  if  you  have 
got  nothing,  1  am  bufy  to  as  much  purpofe  as  you, 
although  my  ernployments  are  next  to  picking 
ftraws.  Oh,  but  you  are  acquainted  with  my  lord 
Fitzhard'mg,  for  which  I  rejoice  with  you,  and  am 
your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

ANNE    LONG, 
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LETTER     III. 
Judge    NuTLHY    to   Dr.    Swift. 

SIR,  Dublin,   Kov.  21,  1713. 

1  CAN'T  help  telling  you  that  I  think  you  do 
mc  great  wrong  in  ciiaPi^ing  me  with  being  too  c:vi!, 
and  with  want  of  pUrumcfs  in  my  letters  to  you^ 
If  you  will  be  abundant  in  your  favours  tome,  how- 
can  I  forbear  thanking  you  ?  and  ir  you  will  call 
that  by  a  wrong  name,  that  is  your  fault,  and  not 
mine,  i  hope  I  (hall  be  able  to  convince  you  of 
your  miflake,  by  putting  you  in  the  place  of  the 
party  ubhgctlj  and  then  I  will  fhe.v  you,  that  I 
can  be  as  ready  (as  you  are)  in  doing  good  offices 
for  a  friend,  and  when  1  have  done  them,  can  treaC 
you  as  you  do  me,  as  if  you  were  the  bencfadlor, 
audi  had  received  the  favour:  I  am  forry  I  did 
not  keep  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  you,  th.\t  i  might 
compare  it  with  that  which  1  ftiall  have  from  you, 
whenever  I  ihall  be  fo  happy  to  receive  one  fronx 
you  upon  that  fubjeit ;  for  I  am  thoroughly  per- 
fuaded,  you  will  then  as  much  outdo  me  in  civi- 
lity of  exprcffion,  as  you  do  now  in  the  power  of 
conferring  favours. 

By  this  time,  1  hope,  I  have  fati.sfled  you,  that 
it  is  Ht  for  me  (and  1  am  rtfolvcd)  to  exprefs  the 
fenfe  I  have  of  your  friendfliip  in  as  hi^h  a  m;mncr 
as  I  can,  until  I  have  an  opportunity  of  making  a 
better  return:  but  to  fiiew  you,  that  it  is  as  un- 
eafv  to  me  to  write  ci\il  thin2;s,  as  it  can  be  to 
you  to  read  them,  I  will,  as  often  as  I  can,  da 
vou  fervices,  that  1  may  not  be  at  the  trouble  or 
bear  the  reproach  of  being  complaifant. 

M  3  I  am 
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I  am  To  much  a  philofopher  as  to  know  that  to  be 
great,  is  to  be,  but  not  to  be  thought,  miferablc; 
and  I  am  of  the  opinion  of  thofe  among  them, 
who  allow  retaliation ;  and  therefore  fince  you 
have  declared  your  intention  of  loading  me  with 
cares,  I  will,  as  far  as  I  can,  make  you  fen- 
fible  of  the  hurt  you  do  me  by  laying  a  like  burthen 
upon  you. 

I  thank  you  moft  fmcerely  for  the  clear  and  full 
information  you  have  given  me  of  your  grand 
church  affair.  It  entirely  agrees  vt^ith  my  judg- 
ment; for  I  do  think  that  what  you  propofe  will 
be  the  bed  fervice  that  has  been  done  to  this  church 
and  kingdom  fmce  the  reftoration,  and  the  doing 
it  foon  will  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  queen's 
affairs  at  this  jundlure.  For,  it  has  been  given  out 
among  the  party,  that  the  miniftry  have  an  eye 
towards  the  fVhi^s^  and  that,  if  they  now  exert 
themfelves,  they  will  foon  have  an  open  declara- 
tion in  their  favour  :  we  have  a  remarkable  proof 
of  this  ;  for  M.r.  Brodrick  has  engaged  a  confider- 
able  number  of  the  parliament-men  (many  of  them 
not  of  his  party)  to  promife  him  their  votes  for 
fpeaker,  by  telling  them  he  has  the  approbation 
of  the  miniflry  and  lord  lieutenant;  and  fmce 
his  grace  h;as  made  known  her  miajefty's  pleafure, 
a  new  word  is  given  out,  that  the  liberties  of  the 
people  are  in  the  lafl  danger,  and  that  the  crown 
is  attempting  the  nomination  of  a  fpeaker.  I  own 
I  am  no  politician;  but  I  think  I  underhand  the 
pofture  of  affairs  here,  and  I  am  allured  that  the 
church  party  is  lb  ftrong,  that  if  any  thing  be 
done  on  your  fide  to  excite  their  feeal,  and  difcou- 
rage  their  adverfaries,  there  will  be  but  a  fhort 
flrugg;le  here.  But  if  the  IVhigs  are  perm.itted  to 
hope,  or  what  is  as  bad,  to  boafl  of  their  ex- 
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pe£iations,  and  nothing  is  done,  to  enable  others 
to  confute  them,  they  will,  'tis  probable,  be  able 
to  give  trouble  to  the  government  j  and  what  is 
nov/  eafy  to  be  effcdied,  will  become  difficult  by 
delay;  and  I  fear,  the  want  of  doing  this  in  time 
will  occafion  fome  uneafinefs  to  the  duke  of 
Shrexvjbitry,  for  to  this  is  owing  the  doubtful  dif- 
pute,  who  fhall  be  fpeaker. 

I  have  fliewed  your  letter  to  the  gentleman 
chiefly  concerned  in  it :  this  I  did,  becaufe  I  knew 
it  would  produce  a  full  expreflion  of  his  fentiments; 
and  I  can  allure  you,  whatever  occafion  may  have 
been  given  you  to  think  what  you  fay  in  your 
letter,  he  has  a  true  fenfe  of  your  friendfhip  to 
him.  I  will  be  guarantee  that  according  to  the 
power  he  has,  he  will  be  ready  to  ferve  you,  and 
that  in  kind. 

My  lord  chancellor  will  fend  you  his  own 
thanks.     I  am,  moft  truly  and  fmcerely. 

Your; ,  i^c. 

LETTER    IV. 
Charles  Ford,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift*. 

London,  July  15,   1714. 

X  O  U  fee  I  was  in  the  right ;  but  I  could  wiflt 
the  booby  f  had  not  convinced  me  by  naming  my 
lord  BoViv.ghroke^  and  then  I  fliould  have  dealt  weJl 
enough  with  him.  Since  it  has  happened  fo,  the 
befl:  remedy  I  could  think  of,  was  to  write  him  a 
very  civil  anfwer;  in  which,  however,  I  have  de- 
ftred  to   fee  the    alterations  ;    this   is  mentioned 

•  Dr.  Svoift  was  at  this  time  in  BcrhJJAre. 
\  Barber. 
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with  great  refpccS  to  my  lord.  Though  he  is  pro- 
mifed  to  have  it  again  to-morrow,  it  is  probable 
he  may  be  difappointed,  and  there  may  be  time 
enough  for  me  to  receive  your  direiStions  what  I 
Ihall  do  when  1  get  it  into  my  hands.  If  the  al- 
terations are  material,  iliall  I  fend  it  to  feme  other 
printer  as  it  was  firil  written  ?  J  Refiecl  upon 
every  thing  you  think,  likely  to  happen,  and  tell 
me  before  hand  v/hat  is  propf;r  to  be  done,  that 
no  more  time  may  be  loft.  I  hate  the  dog  for 
making  his  court  in  fuch  a  manner. 

I  am  very  forry  you  have  had  occafion  to  re- 
move your  premier  minifler.  We  are  told  now, 
we  (hall  have  no  change  in  ours,  and  that  the  duke 
of  Shreivjhury  will  perfecl:!y  reconcile  all  matters. ' 
I  am  fure  you  will  not  believe  this  any  more  than 
I  do  J  but  x\\Q  Dragon*  hzs  been  more  chearfui 
than  ufual  for  three  or  four  days  ;  and  therefore 
people  conclude  the  breaches  are  healed.  1  ra- 
ther incline  to  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  fay  he  is 
to  be  made  a  duke,  and  to  have  a  penfion.  Ano- 
ther reafon  given  v,?hy  there  is  to  be  no  change  is, 
becaufe  the  Parliament  was  not  adjourned  to  iflue 
new  writs  in  the  room  of  thofe  who  were  to  come 
in  upon  the  new  fcheme,  that  they  might  fit  in  the 
houfe  at  the  next  meeting.  But  I  can't  fee  why 
an  adjournment  may  not  do  as  well  at  the  begin- 
ning as  at  the  end  of  a  feflion  j  and  certainly  it 
will  difpleafe  lefs  in  January  or  February,  than  it 
would  have  done  in  July.  The  IVhigs  give  out 
the  duke  of  Marlborough  is  coming  over,  and  his 

4  This  was  a  pamphlet  entituled.  Thoughts  07i  the  Pre- 
fent  State  of  Affairs,     The  queen's  death  prevented  the 
publication  ot  ic  in  thofe  times.     It  never  appeared  un- 
til the  }ear  1741. 

*  1  he  earl  of  Oxford. 
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houfe  is  actually  now  fitting  up  at  St.  jfafnes's.- 
We  have  had  more  variety  of  lies  of  late  than  ever 
I  remember.  Thehiftory  we  were  formerly  talk- 
ing of,  would  fwell  to  a  prodigious  fize,  if  it  was 
carried  on.  There  was  a  fire  lalt  night  on  Toiver- 
Hill^  that  burnt  down  forty  or  fifty  houfes.  You 
fay  nothing  of  coming  to  tovv'n.  I  hope  you  don't 
mean  to  ileal  away  to  Ireland  without  feeing  us. 

LETTER    V. 
Charles   Ford   Efq;    to    Dr.    Swift. 

London,  July  17,  1714. 

XX  SECOND  to-morrow  is  almoft  part,  and 
nothing  has  been  yet  left  at  8t~  DunJJans.  B.* 
will  lofe  by  his  prodigious  cunning;  but  that  is 
noticing  to  the  punifhment  he  defcves.  Had  it 
been  only  his  fear,  he  would  have  chofcn  fome- 
boJy  elfe  to  confult  with  ;  but  the  rogue  found 
out  it  was  well  written,  and  faw  the  paffages  that 
galled.  I  am  heartily  vext  at  the  other  pcrfon  f, 
from  whom  one  might  have  expelled  a  more  ho- 
nourable proceeding.  There  is  fomcthing  very 
mean  in  hisdefiring  to  make  alterations,  when  I 
am  fure  he  has  no  rcafon  to  complain,  and  is  at 
leaft  as  fairly  dealt  with  as  his  competitor  J.  Be- 
fides,  a  great  part  of  it  is  as  much  for  his  fcrvice  as 
if  he  had  given  directions  himfelf  to  have  it  done. 
What  relates  to  the  Pretender  is  of  the  utmoft 
uic  to  him  J  and  therefore  I  am  as  much  fur- 
prized  at  his  delay,  as  at  his  ungenerous  manner 
of  treating  an  unknown  author,   to  whom  he  is  fo 

*  Barber.      f  Lord  Bolingbrcke.       %  Lord  Oxford. 
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much  obliged.  But  pe.haps  I  may  wrong  him, 
and  he  won't  defire  to  turn  the  whole  to  his  own 
advantage,  if  it  had  come  to  me  yeflerday,  or 
ta-dav,  1  was  refjlved  to  have  fent  it  to  Ibme  other 
printer  v\'iihout  any  amend'rient;  but  now  I  (hall 
wait  till  I  have  your  directions.  I  wifn  you  had 
employed  fomebody  elfe  at  firfl  ;  but  what  ilgnifies 
wiihing  nokVf  After  what  B.  *  writ  in  his  lail,  I 
can  hardly  thiijk  he  will  be  fuch  a  —  as  not  to  let 
me  have  it :  and  in  my  anfwer  I  have  given  him 
all  manner  of  enco'Ji'igement  to  do  it.  He  has  as 
much  afiurance  as  he  can  well  defire,  that  the  al- 
terations ihall  be  complied  with,  and  a  pofitive 
promife  that  ft  ihall  be  returned  to  him  the  fame 
day  he  leaves  it  at  6'/.  Dunjlans. 

I  can't  imagine  v/hy  wz  have  no  mifchief  yet. 
Sure  we  are  not  to  be  difappointcd  at  laft,  after 
the  buftle  that  has  been  made.  It  is  impoiTible 
they  f  can  ever  agree,  and  I  want  fomcthing  to 
make  my  letters  itill  entertaining.  I  doubt  you 
will  hardly  thank  me  for  them,  now  the  parlia- 
ment is  up;  but  as  foon  as  any  thing  happens  you 
fhall  know  it. 

The  queen  has  not  yet  appointed  the  time  for 
removing  to  JVindfor.  My  lord  chief  baron  JVard 
\z  dead,  and  we  have  already  named  feven  fuccef- 
fors,  among  whom  is  our  lord  chancellor  Ph'ips, 
Frank  June/ley  was  to  have  had  his  place  under  my 
lord  Angk'jey^  fo  that  it  is  well  for  him  we  have 
provided  him  with  anoLher  for  life. 

*  Barber,  f  Lords  Oxford  ^xi^  BoUnghroke, 
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LETTER     VI. 
Lady   BoLiNGBROKE    to  Dr.   Swift, 

Mr.   DEAN,  London,  May  5,  1716. 


Y. 


OUR  letter  came  in  very  good  time  to  me, 
when  I  was  full  of  vexation  and  trouble,  which 
all  vaniflies,  finding  that  you  were  fo  good  to  re- 
member me  under  my  afHidiions,  which  have  been 
not  greater  than  you  can  think,  but  much  greater 
than  I  can  exprefs.  I  am  now  in  town;  bufinefs 
called  mt*  hither;  and  when  that  is  finifhcd  I  (hall 
retire  with  more  comfort  than  I  came.  Do  not 
forfake  an  old  friend,  ner  believe  reports  which 
are  fcandalous  and  falfe.  You  are  pleafed  to  en- 
quire after  my  health  ;  1  can  give  you  no  good  ac- 
count of  it  at  prcfent ;  but  that  country,  whither  I 
fhall  go  next  week,  will,  1  hope,  fet  me  up.  As  to 
my  temper,  if  it  is  poffibie,  I  am  more  infipid  and 
dull  than  ever,  except  in  fome  places,  and  there  I 
am  a  little  fury,  efpecially  if  they  dare  mention 
my  dear  lord  without  refpesSl,  which  fometimcs 
happens;  for  good  manners  and  relationfliip  are 
laid  afide  in  this  town  ;  it  is  not  hard  for  you  to 
guefs  whom  I  mean.  I  have  not  yet  feen  her 
grace  f ,  but  defign  it  in  a  day  or  two  :  we  have 
kept  a  conllant  correfpondence  ever  fmce  our  mis- 
fortunes, and  her  grace  is  pleafed  to  call  me  filler. 
There  is  no  body  in  the  world  has  a  truer  refpeil 
and  value  for  her  than  myfelf,  I  lend  this  to  rry 
friend  Jshr,,  and  beg  you,  when  you  do  me  the  fa- 
vour of  an  anfwer,  to  fend  it  to  him,  who  will  take 
care  to  convey  it  to  me  in  the  country ;    for  your 

f  The  duchefs  of  Ormond. 
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letter  lay  a  long  while,  before  it  came  to  my  hands. 
1  beg  you  to  look  with  a  friendly  eye  upon  all  my 
faults  and  blots  in  this  letter,  and  that  you  will 
believe  me  what  I  really  am,  your  moil  faithful 
humble  fervant, 

F.  B. 

LETTER    VII. 
Peter   Ludlow,    Efq;   to   Dr.   S  w  i  f  t. 

September  10,   1718. 

Jl  send  you  the  inclofed  pamphlet  by  a  pri- 
vate liand,  not  daring  to  venture  it  by  the  common 
poft;  for  it  is  a  melancholy  circumftance  we  are 
now  in,  that  friends  are  afraid  to  carry  on  even  a 
bare  correfpondence,  much  more  to  write  news,  or 
fend  papers  of  confequence  (as  I  take  the  inclofed 
to  be)  that  way.  But  i  fuppofe  I  need  make  no 
apology  for  not  fending  it  by  poll:,  for  you  mull: 
know,  and  own  too,  that  my  fears  are  by  no  means 
groundlefs.  For,  your  friend  Mr,  Manky^  has 
been  guilty  of  opening  letters  that  were  not  direcl- 
ed  to  him,  nor  his  wife,  nor  really  to  one  of  his 
acquaintance.  Indeed  I  own  it  fo  happened,  that 
tncy  were  of  no  confequence,  but  fecrets  of  flate, 
fecrets  of  families,  and  other  fecrets  (that  one  would 
by  no  means  let  A4r.  Manley  know)  might  have  been 
difcovered;  befides  a  thoufand,  nay,  for  ought  I 
know,  more  than  a  thoufand  calamities  might  have 
enfued;  I  need  not  (I  believe)  enumerate  them  to 
you  ;  but,  to  be  plain  with  you,  no  man  nor  v/o- 
inan  would  (with   their  eyes  open)  be  obliged  to 

♦  Po(l-raa,1er  general   of  Ireland,  whom  Dr.  S^^ift 
had  greatly  befriended  jn  queen  Anm^i  time. 
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fhew  all  they  had  to  Mr.  Manhy.  Thefe  T  think 
fufficient  reafons  for  fending  it  in  the  manner  I  do ; 
but  fubmit  them  and  myfelf  to  your  candour  and 
cenfure. 

The  paper,  I  believe,  you'll  find  very  artfully 
written,  and  a  great  deal  couched  under  the  ap- 
pearance (i  own  at  firft)  of  blunders  and  a  filly 
Tale.  For  who,  with  half  an  eye,  may  not  per- 
ceive, that,  by  the  old  woman's  being  drowned  at 
Radcliff'-highiuayy  and  not  dead  yet,  is  meant  the 
Church,  which  may  be  funk  or  drowned,  but  in 
all  probability  will  rife  again.  Then  the  man 
who  was  followed,  and  overtaken,  is  eafily 
guefied  at.  He  could  not  tell  (the  ingenious  au- 
thor fays)  whether  (he  was  dead:  true!  but  may 
be  he  will  tell  foon.  But  then  the  author  goes  on 
(who  muft  be  fuppofcd  a  high-church-man)  and 
enquires  of  a  man  riding  ahorfeback  upon  a  mare. 
That's  prepofterous,  and  muft  allude  to  a  great 
man  who  has  been  guilty  (or  he  is  foully  belied) 
of  very  prepofterous  ailions ;  when  the  author 
comes  up  to  him,  the  man  takes  him  for  a  Robber, 
or  To7-y^  and  ran  from  him,  but  you  find  he  pur- 
fued  him  furioufly.  Mark  that :  and  The  Horfc. — 
This  is  indeed  carrying  a  figure  farther  than  Ho- 
•  mer  does :  he  makes  the  (hield  or  its  device  an  epi- 
thet fometimes  to  his  warrior,  but  never,  as  I  re- 
member, puts  it  in  place  of  the  perfon  ;  but  there 
is  a  figure  for  this  in  rhi;torick,  which  I  own  I 
don't  remember  ;  by  which  we  often  fay,  He  is 
a  good  fiddle,  or  rather,  as  by  the  Gown  is  often 
meant  particular  Parfonj.  Well  then,  you  find 
the  Horfe,  feeing  himilif  dead,  or  undone,  ran 
away  as  taft  as  he  could,  and  left  the  prepofterous 
fellow  to  go  afoot.  During  this  their  misfortune, 
the  candid  aut'r.or  (whom  I  cannot  mention  with- 
out a  profound  refped)  calls  them  friends,   and 

means 
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means  to  do  them  no  harm  ;    only  enquires  arter 

the  welfare   of  the  church. —Ah!    Dear   Sir, 

this  is  the  true  character  of  the  Tories.  And  here 
I  cannot  but  compare  the  generofity  and  good-na- 
ture of  the  one,  with  the  fulien  ingratitude  of  the 
other ;  we  find  the  horfe  gone,  and  they  footing  it 
give  a  furly  anfwer ;  while  the  other  (though  a 
conqueror)  oifers  his  friendfhip,  and  aflcs  the  quef- 
tion  with  a  Pray  inform  me. 

I  have  gone,  my  dear  friend,  thus  far  with  the 
paper,  to  ihew  you  how  excellent  a  piece  I  take  ic 
to  be,  and  muft  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  give  me 
your  opinion  of  it,  and  fend  me  your  animadver- 
iions  upon  the  whole ;  which  I  am  confident  you 
won't  refufe  me,  when  you  confidcr  of  how  great 
an  advantage  they  will  be  to  the  whole  earth, 
who,  may  be,  to  this  day,  have  read  over  thefe 
fheets  with  too  fuperficial  an  underftanding;  and 
efpecially  fince  it  is  the  requefl:  of,  learned  Sir, 
your  moft  dutiful  and  moft  obedient  humble  fer- 
vant, 

Sir  POLITICK  V/OULD-BE. 

I  fubmit  it  to  your  better  judgment  (when  you 
make  a  more  curious  enquiry  into  the  arcana  of 
this  piece)  to  confider  whether,  by  Sir  'John  Vangs 
(who  you  find  lives  by  the  water-fide)  mufl  not  be 
meant  the  Dutch;  fince  you  find  too,  that  he  eats 
bag  pudding  freezing  hot;  this  may  feem  a  para- 
dox, but  I  have  been  afiured  by  a  curious  friend 
of  mine  of  great  veracity,  who  had  lived  many 
Winters  in  Holland^  »hat  nothing  is  more  common 
than  for  hot  pudding  to  feeze  in  that  cold  coun- 
try :  but  then  what  ccn\  inces  me  that  by  Sir  "John, 
theDutch  muft  be  meant,  is,  that  you  find  he  creeps 
out  of  a  ftopper-hoie,  v.'hich  alludes  to  their  mean 
origin.  I  muil  obicive  too,  that  gammer  Fangs 
:^  had 
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had  an  old  woman  to  her  Ton.  That's  a  bob  for 
Glorious*. —  Bat  1  am  under  great  concern  to 
find  fo  hard  a  lentence  pait  upon  poor  Stvift,  bc- 
cauie  he's  little.  1  think  him  better  than  any  of 
them,  and  hope  to  fee  him  greater. 

LETTER     Vlir. 

Dr.  Swift  to  [Stella]  Mrs.  John  son  f- 

JACK  GR./1TTAN  faid  nothing  to  me  of  It 
till  lafl  night  J  'tis  none  of  my  fyult :  how  did  I 
know  but  you  were  to  dine  abroad  ?  You  fho'jjd 
have  fentyour  mcfTenger  fooner;  yes,  I  think  the 
dinner  you  provided  for  yourfelves  may  do  well 
enough  here,  but  pray  fend  it  foon.  I  wilh  you 
would  give  a  body  more  early  warnings  but  you 
mud  blame  yourfelves.  Delany  fays  he  will  come 
in  the  evening ;  and  for  aught  I  know  Sheridan 
may  be  here  at  dinner  :  which  of  you  was  it  that 
undertook  this  froiick  ?  Your  letter  hardly  ex- 
plained your  meaning,  but  at  laft  I  found  it. 
Pray  don't  ferve  me  thef^  tricks  often.  You  may 
be  i'ure,  if  there  be  a  g(>od  bottle  you  fhall  have  it. 
I  am  fure  I  never  refufcd  you,  and  therefore  that 
reflection  might  have  been  fpared.  Pray  be  more 
pofitive  in  your  anfwer  to  this. 

Deanry-hourc, 
Sunday  morning',  April  30,   1721. 

Afar^ooje^   and  not  Mcrgoofe,  it  is  fpelt  with  an 
<j,  f.mpieton. 

•  The  common  appellation  in  Ireland  iox  king  Wil- 
liam III, 

f  Indorfed  by  Mrs-  John/on;  An  anrwer  to  no  letter. 

No, 
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No,  I  am  pretty  well  after  my  walk.  I  am  glad 
the  archdeacon  %  got  home  fafe,  and  I  hope  you 
took  care  of  him.  It  was  his  own  fault ;  how  could 
I  know  where  he  was  ?  and  he  could  have  eafily 
overtaken  me ;  for  I  waliccd  fcftly  on  purpofe,  I 
told  Delany  I  would. 

L  E  T  T  E  R     IX. 
Edward  Earl  of  Oxford  to  Dr.  Swift. 

GOOD  Mr.  DEAN,  Wimpole,  Nov.  2,  1724. 

HP 

J.  HERE  has  nothing  of  late  given  me  fo 
much  real  trouble  and  uneafmefs,  as  my  having  fo 
long  deferred  writing  to  you,  to  make  my  acknow- 
ledgments for  your  moft  kind  letter,  and  to  aflure 
you  that  I  took  every  part  of  your  obliging  letter 
in  the  manner  you  would  wi{h  me  to  do  ;  1  muft 
fay,  that  amidft  my  grief  and  concern,  it  gave  me 
a  fecret  pleafure  to  find  that  I  was  thought  of  by 
you  ;  and  what  was  a  great.addition,  that  you  ftill 
retained  the  fame  thoughts  and  fentiments  of  my 
dear  father,  and  that  you  had  not  laid  afide  the  de- 
fign  you  once  entertained  of  tranfmitting  his  name 
and  ftory  to  pofterity.  I  did  delay  writing  fome 
time,  becaufe  I  was  in  great  hopes  I  fhould  have 
been  able  to  have  given  you  a  much  more  fatisfac- 
tory  account  than  I  am  now  able  to  give,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  fearch  I  have  made  in  anfwer  to  your 
queftion,  "  If  he  had  left  any  Memoirs  behind  him ;" 
i  fuppofe  you  mean  in  relation  to  himfelf.  I  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  hnd  any  among  his  papers  in 
town.  7"his,  with  fome  other  affairs,  drew  the 
time  into  the  length  it  is ;    but  I  aiTurc  you,  if  I 

X  Archdeacon  Wall, 

•  have 
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have  the  fatisfacSion  to  hear  from  you  again  (as  t 
hope  I  fliall)  I  will  be  more  pun<R:uaI   in  my  re- 
turns ;  for  I  will  allow  no  body  to  value  and  cfteerri 
you.  more  than  I  do. 

There  is  certainly  a  very  great  number  of  nia- 
terials  for  a  hiftory,  a  vaft  coUeiStion  of  letters  and 
other  papers,  a  great  deal  may  be  fupplicd  elfe- 
where  ;  but  give  me  leave  to  fay.  That  if  you  do 
not  come  into  En^land^  nothing  can  be  done;  it 
will  not  be  poflible  to  do  any  thing  to  pur^jofe. 
Wiihout  this  view,  there  would  be  no  body  more 
welcome  to  me  than  your  felf,  you  (hould  live  in 
your  own  way,  and  do  juft  what  was  moft  agree- 
able to  you  :  I  have  houfes  enough,  you  Ihall  Lake 
your  choice :  i  muft  with  earneftnels  repeat  it  to 
you  again,  That  I  beg  you  will  think  of  this  mat- 
ter ferioufly. 

As  to  what  you  mention  of  the  pi^ure,  I  have 
often  heard  my  father  fay,  That  he  did  defign  to 
fit  for  you,  but  did  not :  I  fhall  certainly  take  care 
that  you  fliall  have  a  pidlure,  and  a  good  one: 
pray  let  mc  know  what  fize  you  would  have  it  of: 
if  you  defign  it  fliould  fit  any  particular  place,  you 
mufl  fend  me  trie  exa£t  meafure  of  the  place. 

Your  fifter*,  as  you  uled  to  call  her,  is  much 
your  fervant;  fhe  has  been  at  the  Bath  for  fome 
time;  fhe  is  better  than  vvhsa  fhe  went.  I  mp- 
pofe  you  hear  fometimes  from  our  friend  Mr.  Pope  : 
he  has  taken  another  voyage  \nio  Homcr-land  \y 
as  Gay  calls  it ;  I  wifh  he  may  make  an  advan- 
tageous vovage  of  it. 

i  doubt  you  will  fny,  That  fince  I  was  fo  long 
before  I  began  tD  write,  that  now  I  have  begun,  I 
do  not  know  when  to  end  ;    1  will  therefore  tell 

•   Lady '.O-v/or^. 

t  Tidiinanon  of  the  Odyjpy, 

Vol.  V.  N  you 
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you  what  I  am  with  great  truth,  Sir,  your  moft 
obedient  humble  fervant, 

OXFORD. 

I  defire  your  acceptance  of  a  ring,  a  fmall  re- 
membrance of  my  father.  How  ihall  I  fend  it 
you  ? 

LETTER    X. 

Edward  Earl  of  Oxford  to  Dr.  Swift, 

REV.    SIR,  Dover-ftreet,  JulyaS,  1725. 

IVJlR.  Clayton  going  to  Ireland^  I  take  the  op- 
portunity of  writing  to  you,  in  the  firft  place  to 
tell  you,  that  I  am  ready  to  make  good  my  pro- 
mife  which  I  made  of  fending  you  a  pifture  of 
Bly  father.  The  painter  has  done  his  part,  fo 
that  the  pifture  is  now  ready,  but  I  do  not  know 
how  to  fend  it  to  you  fafe  :  you  did  tell  me  a  gen- 
tleman fhould  call,  but  where  he  lives,  or  who  he 
is,  I  know  not.  I  am  very  defirous  you  (hould 
have  it,  becaufe  it  has  been  fo  long  coming  ;  and 
I  am  very  ambitious  of  doing  any  thing  that  may 
in  the  leaft  be  agreeable  to  you.  You  had  heard 
of  this  fooner,  but  I  have  been  for  three  months 
out  of  town  ;  I  made  a  long  progrefs,  even  beyond 
Edinburgh  fifty  miles. 

I  enquire  of  you  fometimes  of  dean  Berkeley  J  : 
I  was  forry  to  hear  that  you  were  troubled  with 
that  melancholy  diftemper,  the  want  of  hearing, 
although  in  fome  cafes  it  is  good;  but  one  would 


to 

X  Dr.  Berkeley  was  then  dean  oi  Derry. 
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have  it  in  one's  power  to  hear  or  not  hear,  as  It 
fuited  beft  with  one's  inclinations. 

I  am  alfo  forry  that  there  is  no  mention  made  of 
any  defign  of  your  coming  into  England.  I  long 
much  for  it,  and  do  flatter  myfell"  with  the  thoughts 
of  feeing  you  under  my  roof,  where  you  fhall  ex- 
ecute more  authority  than  I  will  allow  to  belong 
to  any  bifhops  made  fince  — —  Do  not  lay  afide  all 
thoughts  of  coming  over;  change  of  air  may  do 
you  good  as  well  as  the  voyage.  I  thank  God 
your  fifter  is  very  well,  confidcring  the  way  fhe 
is  in ;  I  hope  in  two  months,  or  thereabouts,  fhe 
will  be  much  better :  fhe  prefcnts  her  humble  fer- 
vice  to  you.     Peggy  is  very  well. 

Pope  is  well  I  fuppofe  ;  he  is  rambling  about  the 
country.  I  have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  a  pidture 
which  is  very  like  you  every  day,  and  is  as  good 
a  piiSture  as  ever  Jarvh  painted.  I  am.  Sir,  your 
mofl  obedient  humble  fervant  and  brother, 

OXFORD. 


LETTER    Xr. 
Edward  Earl  of  Oxford  to  Dr.  Swift, 

REV,    SIR,  Dover-ftreet,  Aug.  30,  J725, 

1  RECEIVED  the  favour  of  your  letter;  I 
am  vexed  that  the  trifle  of  the  ring  fhould  not 
have  reached  vou  ;  I  found  v.'here  the  fault  lav  ; 
I  hope  you  will  foon  receive  both  the  pidture  and 
the  ring  fafe  :  I  have  ordered  them  to  the  care  of 
Erafmus  Lcivis^  Efq;  our  old  friend,  and  he  is  a 
punctual  man,  and  is  well  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Ford^  and  my  lord  Art  on  s  chaplain,  Mr.  Charhloni 
To  I  hope  this  method  will  not  fail  that  i  have  now 

N  2  taken. 
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taken.  I  would  not  be  wanting  in  the  leaft  trifle, 
by  which  I  might  fhew  the  value  and  efteem  I 
have,  and  always  muft  and  will  have  for  you. 

The  picture  I  have  of  you  is  the  fame  which 
Mr.  Jarvis  drew  of  you  in  Ireland,  and  it  is  very 
like  you,  and  is  a  very  good  pi£ture  ;  and  though 
Mr.  Jarvis  is  honoured  with  the  place  of  his  ma- 
jefty's  painter,  he  cannot  paint  a  pidture  I  fhall  fo 
much  value  as  I  do  that  of  the  dean  of  St.  Par 
trick's. 

My  old  fellow  collegiate  has  done  fo  right  a 
thing  as  to  prefer  one  of  your  recommendation. 
I  am.  Sir,  your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

OXFORD. 

My  wife  fends  her  compliments  to  youj  {he 
is  as  well  as  can  be  expected. 

LETTER    XII. 
George  Rochfort,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift^ 

DEAR    SIR, 

1  FIND  myfelf  ftand  in  need  of  the  advice  I 
bellowed  on  you  t'other  night,  and  therefore  if 
you  have  got  rid  of  your  cold,  I  would  prefcribe  a 
fmall  jaunt*  to  Belcamp  this  morning.  If  you  find 
yourfelf  thus  difpofed,  I  will  wait  for  you  here 
in  my  boots :  the  weather  may  perhaps  look 
gloomy  at  the  deanery;  but  1  can  afiure  you  it  is 
a  fine  day  in  this  parifli  f,  where  we  fet  up  for  as 
good  taftes  as  our  neighbours  :    to  convince  you 

*  Dr.  Grattan^'iy  about  five  miles  from  DiibUn. 

f  St.  Mary^i  parilh,  about  a  mile  fioai  the  Deanery. 

of 
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oF  mine,  I  fend  you  this  invitation.     I  am,  dear 
5ir,  your  much  obliged  and  obedient  fervant, 

GEORGE  ROCHFORT. 

Wedncfday  morning, 
Sept.  o,   1725. 


LETTER    XIII. 
Edward  Earl  of  Oxford  to  Dr.  Swift. 

REV.    SIR,  Dover-ftreet,  Oa.  79,  1725* 

A  HOPE  you  will  excufe  thefe  few  lines  for 
once,  when  I  tell  you  that  yefterday  morning,  I 
thank  God,  my  wife  was  fafely  delivered  of  a  fon, 
and  both  mother  and  child  are  as  well  as  can  be 
expedted.  I  fancy  this  will  not  be  difagreeable 
news  to  the  dean  of  St.  Patrick's,  except  he  be  very 
much  altered,  which  I  believe  not.  I  will  not 
trouble  you  with  any  more,  but  to  tell  you  that 
I  am  with  great  refpedl,  Sir,  your  moft  obedient 
humble  fervant, 

OXFORD. 


N  3  LET- 
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LETTER    XIV. 

From  the  Prince  ofLiLLiPUT. 

In  European  cha''a<3ers  and  Englijh  thus ; 

The  high  arfd  mighty  prince  Egroego,  bom 
to  the  moft  puiftant  empire  of  the  Eajl^ 

Unto  Stella,  the  moft  refplendent  glory  of 
the  IVe/iern  hemifphere,  fendeth  health  and 
happinels. 


T 


BRIGHTEST  PRINCESS,  1727. 


HAT  invincible  heroe,  the  Man  Moun- 
tain, fortunately  arriving  at  our  coafts  fome 
years  ago,  delivered  us  from  ruin  by  conquering 
the  fleets  and  armies  of  our  enemies,  and  gave  us 
hopes  of  a  durable  peace  and  happinefs.  But  now 
the  manial  people  cf  Blefufca^  encouraged  from  his 
ubfence,  have  renev/ed  the  war,  to  revenge  upon 
lis  the  lofs  and  difgrace  they  fufrered  by  our  va- 
liant champion. 

The  fame  of  your  fuperexcellent  perfon  and 
virtue,  and  the  huge  efteem  which  that  great  ge- 
neral has  for  you,  urged  us  in  this  our  fecond 
diftrefs  to  fue  for  your  favour.  In  order  to  which, 
we  have  fent  our  able  and  trufry  Nardac  Koorb- 
NiLoB,  requefting.  That  if  our  general  does  yet 
tread  upon  the  terreftrial  globe,  you,  in  compaflion 

*  Here  we  have  a  pircci  of  charift-^Ts  formed  at  ran- 
dom, by  way  of  ihe  addr.fjin  the  Lilliputian  tongue. 

to 
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to  us,  would  prevail  upon  him  to  take  another 
voyage  for  our  deliverance. 

And,  left  any  apprehenfions  of  famine  amongft 
us,  fhould  render  Nardac  Mountain  averfe  to 
the  undertaking,  vi^e  fignify  to  you,  that  we  have 
ftored  our  folds,  our  coops,  our  granaries  and  cel- 
lars with  plenty  of  provifion  for  a  long  fupply  of 
the  waftes  to  be  made  by  his  capacious  ftomach. 

And  furthermore,  becaufe  as  we  hear  you  are 
not  fo  well  as  we  could  wifh,  we  beg  you  would 
compleat  our  happinefs  by  venturing  your  moft 
valuable  perfon  along  with  him  into  our  country  ; 
where,  by  the  falubrity  of  our  finer  air  and  diet, 
you  will  ibon  recover  your  health  and  ftomach. 

In  full  aflurance  of  your  complying  goodnefs, 
we  have  fent  you  fome  provifion  for  your  voyage, 
and  we  fhall  with  impatience  wait  for  your  fafe 
arrival  to  our  kingdom.  Moft  illuftrious  lady, 
farewel. 

Prince  EGROEGO, 

Dated  the  nth  day  of  the  6th  Moon,  In  the 
aooi  year  of  the  Lilliputian  aera. 

L  E  T  T  E  R    XV. 
Edward  Earl  of  O  x  f  o  R  d  to  Dr.  Swift, 

REV.    SIR,  Dover-flreet,  Oft.  la,  1727. 

J.  WAS  very  much  concerned  to  hear  you 
were  fo  much  out  of  order  when  I  went  to  the 
North  ;  and  upon  my  return,  which  was  but  late- 
ly, I  was  in  hopes  to  have  found  you  here,  and 
that  you  would  not  have  gone  to  your  deanery  till 
the  Spring,    I  fhould  be  glad  to  hear  that  you 

N  4  arc 
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are  well,  and  have  got  rid  of  that  troublefome  dif- 
tcmper,  your  tleafnefs. 

I  have  feen  Pofe  but  once,  and  that  was  but  for 
a  few  minutes;  he  was  very  much  cut  of  order, 
buc  I  hope  it  only  proceeded  from  being  tv/o  days 
in  tcwn,  and  flaying  out  a  whole  opera.  He 
would  not  fee  the  coronation,  although  he  might 
have  feen  it  with  little  trouble.  -  -  _^  -• 

I  came  laft  night  well  home,  after  attending  and 
paying  my  duty  in  my  rank  at  the  coronation.  I 
hope  there  will  not  be  another  till  1  can  have  the 
laud:.bie  excufe  of  Old  Age  not  to  attend  ;  which 
is  no  ill  wifh  to  their  prefent  majedies,  fince  Not' 
iingoam  at  fourfcore  could  bear  the  fatigue  very 
well.  1  v/ili  not  trouble  you  with  an  account  of 
the  ceremony  ;  I  do  not  doubt  but  you  will  have 
a  fu'l  and  tn;e  account  from  much  better  hands. 

I  have  been  put  in  hopes  that  we  {hall  fee  you 
again  early  in  the  Spring,  which  will  be  a  very 
great  pleafure  to  me. 

l^.erc  is  a  gentleman  that  is  now  upon  putting 
out  a  new  edition  of  the  Oxford  Marmora:  I 
fnould  take  it  for  a  great  favour  if  you  would  be 
fo  kind  to  lend  rne  your  copy  of  that  book.  I  think 
there  are  iome  cc.ro^tions  :  if  you  think  fit  to  do 
this,  Mr.  Clayton^  who  is  in  Ireland,  will  take  care 
to  bring  it  fafe  to  me,  and  1  will  with  great  care 
reiurn  it  to  you  again. 

1  muft  not  conclude  this  without  making  my 
wife's  compliments  to  you  I  am,  with  true  re- 
fpe6t,  Sir,  your  moft  huinble  ftrvant, 

OXFORD. 

You  forgot  to  fend  me  the  ballad. 

IV'Ir.  Clayton  W'ill  call  upon  you  before  he  comes 

to  England  \    I  have  written  to  hjm  to  that 

purpofe. 
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L  E  T  T  E.R    XVfr 
Mrs.  Martha  Blount  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  May  7,  1728, 

J.  A  M  very  much  plenfcd  with  your  letter,  but 
I  fhould  have  thought  myfelf  nmch  more  obliged, 
had  you  been  lefs  fincere,  and  not  told  me,  I  did 
not  ow^e  the  favour  intirely  to  your  inclinations, 
but  to  an  information  that  I  had  a  mind  to  hear 
from  you:  and  1  miftruft  you  think  even  that  as 
much  as  i  deferve.  If  fo,  you  really  are  not  de- 
ferving  of  my  repeated  inquiries  after  you,  and 
my  confl^ant  good  wifhes  and  concern  for  your 
welfare;  which  merits  fome  remembrance  without 
the  help  of  another.  I  can't  fay  I  have  a  great  in- 
clination to  write  to  you,  for  I  have  110  great  va- 
nity that  way,  at  leaft  not  enough  to  fupport  me 
above  the  fear  of  writing  ill  :  but  I  would  fain  have 
you  know  how  truly  wtll  I  vvifli  you. 

I  am  forry  to  hear  no  good  account  of  your 
health  :  mine  has  been,  fince  Chrijitr.as  (at  which 
time  1  had  my  fever  and  rafh)  neither  v/ell,  nor 
ill  enough  to  be  taken  notice  of:  but  within  thefe 
three  weeks  I  have  been  Tick  in  forms,  and  kept 
my    bed    for   a   week;    and   my  chamber  to  this 

1  his  confinement,  together  with  the  mourning, 
has  enabled  me  to  be  very  eafy  in  my  chair-hire: 
for  a  dyed  black  gown,  and  a  fcouicd  white  one, 
have  done  my  bufmefs  very  well  ;  and  they  are 
nowjud  fit  for  I'etcrjham^  where  we  talk  of  going 
vn   three  weeks  ^    and  1  am  not  without  hopes  I 

fliall 
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fliall  have  the  fame  fquire*  I  had  lafl  year.  I 
am  very  unwilling  to  change;  and  moreover  I 
begin  to  fear  I  have  no  great  profpe6t  of  getting 
any  new  danglers ;  and  therefore,  in  order  to 
make  a  tolerable  figure,  I  {hall  endeavour  to 
behave  myfelf  mighty  well,  that  I  may  keep  my 
old  ones. 

As  a  proof  that  I  continue  to  be  well  received 
at  Court.,  I  will  tell  you  where  the  royal  family 
defign  to  pafs  their  Summer :  two  months  at  Rich- 
mond-Lodge, the  hme  time  at  Hampton- Court,  and 
fix  weeks  at  Windfor,  Mrs.  Hoivard  is  well,  and 
'happier  than  ever  you  faw  her;  for  her  whole  af- 
fair with  her  hufband  is  ended  to  her  fatisfadlion. 

Dr.  JrbmJmot  I  am  very  angry  with  :  he  neg- 
le£ls  me  for  thofe  he  thinks  finer  ladies.  Mr. 
Gays  fame  continues,  but  his  riches  are  in  a  fair 
way  of  diminifhing  :  he  is  gone  to  the  Bath:  I 
wifh  you  were  ordered  there,  for  I  believe  that 
■would  cany  Mr.  Pope.,  who  is  always  inclined  to 
do  more  for  his  friends  than  himfelf.  He  is  much 
out  of  order,  and  is  told  nothing  is  fo  likely  to  do 
him  good. 

My  illnefs  has  prevented  my  writing  to  you 
fooner.  If  I  was  a  favourite  at  Curt,  I  would 
foon  convince  you  that  I  am  very  fincerely  your 
faithful  friend  and  very  humble  fervant, 

M.  B. 

*  Dr.  Swiff, 
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LETTER    XVII. 
Francis  Geogeghan,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  March  lo,  1728-9. 

Your  time  is  precious,  your  curiofity  not 
very  fmall,  my  efteem  of  you  very  great ;  there- 
fore come  not  within  the  walls  of  the  four  courts 
in  hopes  of  hearing  a  matrimonial  decree  in  this 
reign;  for  on  Monday^  (viz.)  that  is  to  fay,  the 
loth  v)f  this  inftant  March,   1728,  his  excellency 
Thomas   Wyndham^    Efq;    lord  high- chancellor  of 
Ireland^  pronounced,  after  your  back  vi'as  turned, 
and  not  with  the  affidance  of  the  two  chiefs,   his 
decree  in  the  cafe  of  Stewart  v.  Stewart^    on  A. 
Powel  to   this  effect:    He  faid    there   was   a  full 
confent  till  fuch  time  as  the  draught  of  the  fet- 
tlement  was  fent  down  to  Mrs.  Stewart,   to  be 
confidcred  by  her  and  her  friends ;    and  after  fhe 
had  confidercd   it,  flie  fnall  not   be  at  liberty  to 
make  any  objections;  for  all"  reftri(Siions  of  mar- 
riage are  odious  in  the  civil  law^,  and  not  favoured 
by  the  common   law,   efpecially  after  the  age  of 
one  and  twenty  ;    therefore  marry  they  may,   and 
let  Mr.   Nutley*   be  a  lawyer   for  Mrs.   Rebecca 
Stewart,  the  plaintiif,  to  take  care  of  the  fettlemcnt 
for  her  advantage,   and  let  Powel  chufe  another 
lawyer  for  himfelf ;  though  by  the  bye,  Mr.  Nut- 
ley  would  ferve  for  both  ;   and  it  is  not  neceflary  to 
inquire  what P&aW makes  by  his  practice,  although 
he  alfured  the  mother  it  amounted  to  one  ihoufanJ 
four  hundred  pounds  per  annum, 

*  Mr.  Nutley  had  been  a  judge  in  qusen  Anne's  time. 

%  Ovid, 
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Ovid,  'tis  true,  fuccefsfully  imparts 
The  rules  to  Ileal  deluded  virgins  hearts  ; 
But  oh  !   ye  fair  ones,  pious  Nutleft  {kill    "^ 
Xnftructs  you  to  elude,  by  magick  bill,         > 
The  laws  of  God,  aiid  gratify  your  will,     j 

You  will,  I  hope,  excufe  this  liberty  in  one, 
who,  to  refent  the  indignity  ofFered  to  you  by 
Emns  coachman  f,  made  him  drunk  foon  after  at 
Gory,  which  fo  much  incenfed  the  aforefaid  Ram, 
that  he  difcharged  him  his  fervice,  and  he  is  now 
fo  reduced,  that  he  has  no  other  way  of  getting 
his  bread  but  by  crying  in  this  city.  Ha  you  any 
dirt  to  carry  out?  I  am,  Sir,  your  fmcere  friend 
and  humble  fervant, 

FRANCIS  GEOGEGHAN. 


LETTER    XVIII. 
Flower,  Efq;  %  to  Dr.  Swift. 


SIR,  A/librook,  March  i8,  i7»8-9. 

J\,  S  I  have  been  honoured  with  fome  of  your 
letters,  and  as  you  are  my  old  acquaintance,  though 
to  my  forrow  not  intimately  fo,  I  truft  you  will 
pardon  this  prefumption.  Perhaps  you  may  be 
at  a  lofs  to  guefs  what  title  I  have  to  an  old  ac- 
quaintance with  you  ;  but  as  feveral  little  acci- 
dents make  indelible  imprcirions  upon  the  minds 
of  fchool-boys,  near  thirty  years  ago,  when  I  was 
one,  I  remember  I  was  committed  to  your  <:are 
from  Sheene  to  London :  we  took  water  at  Morelake, 
the  commander  of  the  little  IkifF  was  very  drunk 

-f-  Vid.  Intelligencer,  No.  2. 
X  Afterwards  lord  Cajikdurro'vc, 

ftn4 
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and  infolent,  put  us  afhore  at  Hammerfmiih^  yet 
infifted,  with  very  abufive  language,  on  his  fare, 
which  you  courageoufly  refufed  ;  the  mob  gather- 
ed ;  I  expedted  to  fee  your  gown  ftript  off,  and 
for  want  of  a  blanket  to'  -ake  a  flight  with  you  in 
it,  but 

Turn  pletate  gravem  oc  meritti  ft  forte  virum  quern 
Confpexere^  Jilent^  arreSlifque  auribus  aflant  : 
Ilk  regit  dliiis  animosy  C^  peStara  mulcet. 

Virg.  iEn.  I.  155. 

By  your  powerful  eloquence  you  faved  yoar  bacon 
and  money,  and  we  happily  proceeded  on  our  jour- 
ney. But  it  is  not  an  inclination  purely  to  tell  you 
this  old  ftory,  which  perfuades  me  to  write.  A 
friend  froni  Dublin  lately  obliged  me  with  a  very 
entertaining  paper,  entitled  The  Intelligencer^  it  is 
number  20,  a  poRhumous  work  of  Nejlor  Iroifide  ; 
acorrcfpondent  mentioning  thefe  papers  in  a  letter 
raifed  my  curi-ofity,  with  the  fpecimen  1  had  of 
them,  to  read  the  reft.  For  my  part,  I  have  bu- 
ried myfelf  in  the  country,  and  know  little  of 
the  world,  but  what  I  learn  from  news-papers  ; 
you,  who  live  fo  much  in  it,  and  from  other  more 
convincing  proofs,  I  am  fatlsfied  are  acquainted 
with  the  Intelligencer.  I  wifh  his  zeal  could  pro- 
mote the  welfare  of  his  poor  country,  but  I  fear 
his  labour  is  in  vain. 

The  miferics  of  the  North,  as  reprefented,  de- 
mand the  utmoft  compf-.ffion,  and  muft  foften  the 
malice  of  the  moft  bitter  enemy ;  I  hope  they, 
whofe  intcreft  it  is,  if  they  rightly  confiJered  it, 
to  relieve  thofe  mifcrable  wretches,  will  redrefs  fo 
publick  a  calamity;  to  which,  if,  as  I  have  heard, 
fome  of  the  clergy,  by  exacting  of  tithes,  have  con- 
tributed; they  dcferve  as  great  ccnfure,  as  a  certain 

dean. 
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dean,  who  lends  feveral  fums  without  intereft  to  his 
poor  parifhioners,  has  gained  credit  and  honour  by 
his  charitable  beneficence.  Bad  men,  to  be  fure, 
have  crept  in,  and  are  of  that  facred  and  learned 
order ;  the  blackeft  of  crimes,  forgery,  ti  eafon 
and  blafphemy  recently  prove  this :  fuch  fhould 
be  fpued  out  of  it  with  utmoft  contempt,  and 
puniflied  according  to  their  demerit  with  fevere 
juftice.  If  this  allegiation  be  true,  I  hope  to 
fee  them  cenfured  by  the  Intelligencer^  and  recom- 
mend to  him  the  words  of  Jeremiah  to  expatiate 
upon,  c.  X.  V.  21.  c,  xii.  v.  10,  1 1.  I  imagine  the 
poor  widow,  his  printer*,  is  in  danger  of  punifh- 
ment ;  (he  lufFered  very  cruelly  for  the  Drapier's 
Works ;  I  hope  feveral  contributed  to  eafe  her 
misfortunes  on  that  occafion;  I  confefs  I  am  forry 
1  did  not,  but  if  you  will  give  her  a  piece  of  gold, 
not  in  my  name  1  beg,  being  unwilling  to  vaunt 
of  charity,  but  as  from  a  friend  of  yours,  I  fhall 
by  the  firft  fafe  hand  fend  one  j  in  return  I  expert 
the  Drapier's  Works  entire. 

1  am  forry,   that  for  the  benefit   of  the  ladies, 
the  author  has  not  given  us  the  Englijh  of 

Motus  doceri  gauckt  lonicos 
Matura  Virgo. 

Not  having  Cr.W;'s  Horace,  a  gentleman  prevailed 
on  me  to  attempt  tranfiating  of  it  in  a  couple  of 
diftichs ;  the  fcience,  which  the  compound  Eng- 
lijh and  Greek  word  fignifies,  little  concerns  a 
widower;  but  I  fnould  be  glad  to  fee  it  improved 
by  good  proficients  in  the  hnick  jigg.  I  ov/n,  in 
my  little  reading,  I  never  met  witli  this  word, 
which  puts  me  in  mind  of  a  paiiage  on  the  Tha?nes. 


*  Mrs.  Hardinz. 


■c»' 
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My  younger  uncle,  the  grave  Mr.  Flower,  his  wife 
and  mine,  and  parfon  Dingk,  one  day  made  the 
tour  of  the  city  :  we  faw  Bedlam,  the  lions,  and 
what  not  ?  and  finifhed  with  a  view  of  that  noble 
engine  under  London  Bridge  :  then  we  took  wa- 
ter for  Whitehall;  rowed  very  filently  to  oppofite 
the  glafs-houfe,  where  a  dyer,  his  boat  at  anchor, 
was  angling  ;  poor  Jack  unfortunately  afked,  ad- 
drefTing  himfelf  to  our  waterman.  What  that  man 
was  fifhing  for  ?    The  wag  anfwered  very  brifk, 

For ,  Mafter,  will  you  buy  any  ?  You  are  a 

man  of  too  much  humour  not  to  be  pleafed  with 
the  reply.  I  never  can  think  of  it  without  a  laugh  ; 
and  am  fure  need  not  defcribe  the  fcene  to  you. 
He  is  fince  called  in  our  family  by  the  name  of 
Jack  Fijher. 

LETTER    XIX. 
Lady   Johnston*   to   Dr.    Swift. 

[March  30,  1729.J 

To  The  Reyd.  The  Dean  of  St.  PaTricks. 

HON"  s* 

1  A  M  a  Huckfter  and  Lives  in  Strand  Street  & 
has  Dealings  with  Several  familys,  -iifaterday  Night 
a  Cafe  of  Inftrumentsf  was  fent  me  in  pawn  by 
a  Certain  perfon  in  Marys  Street,  for  two  Rowls 
a  print  of  Butter  four  Herrings  and  three  Nagins 

*  Thus  endorfed  by  Dr.  Swift ;  "The  left  letter  I 
lifer  read," 

f  It  is  not  unlikelv  this  was  a  prcfcnt  of  a  caft:  of  in- 
ftruments  from  Lady  John/ion  :o  the  Dr, 

of 
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of  ftrong  Waters,  My  fofter  brother  who  ply's 
about  that  End  of  the  town  tells  Me,  he  wanft 
faw  it  in  your  hand,  fearing  Haiuhm^sX  whip  I 
fend  it  to  you,  and  will  take  an  Other  Courfe  to 
gett  My  Money,   fo  1  Remain  your  Hon^ 

Humble  Sarv^  to  Command 
y=  30  MARTHA  SHARP. 

LETTER    XX. 
The   Earl    of  Oxford    to   Dr.    S  v/ 1  f  t. 

Dover-ftreet,   March  4,  1725-30. 
GOOD  MASTER  DEAN, 

X  T  is  now  above  a  whole  year  and  fix  months 
fince  I  have  had  the  favour  and  pleafure  of  a  line 
from  your  own  felf,  and  1  have  not  troubled  you 
with  one  from  myfelf ;  the  anfwer  that  you  would 
naturally  make  is  very  obvious,  Why  do  you  thea 
trouble  me  new  ?  I  reply.  It  is  to  join  v/ith  my 
friend  Mr.  Pope  in  recommending  the  perfon  con- 
cerned in  the  enclcfed  propofal  tp  your  favour  and 
prote£iion,  and  to  entreat  that  you  v.'ould  be  fo  good 
as  to  promote  his  intercft.  I  have  not  fentyou  any  of 
his  receipts;  but  will  when  you  will  pleafe  to  let 
me  know  what  number  you  can  difpoie  of:  I  be- 
lieve that  yourb'Oiops  have  more  learning,  at  ieaft 
would  be  thought  to  have  more,  than  our  bench 
here  can  pretend  to ;  fo  I  hope  they  will  ail  fub- 
fcribe.  The  perfon  concerned  is  a  worthy  honeft 
mnn,  and  by  this  work  of  his,  he  i;.  in  h -pes  to 
get  free   o^  the  load   whi^h  has  hung  upon  hi ra 

X  Haivkiits  vvas  keeper  of  Nc'~'.-oafe 

feme* 
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fome  years :  this  debt  of  his  is  not  owing  to  any 
folly  or  extravagance  of  his,  but  to  the  calamity  of 
his  houfe  being  twice  burnt,  which  he  was  obiit^cd 
to  rebuild ;  and  having  but  fmall  preferment  in 
the  church,  and  a  large  farnily  of  children,  he 
has  not  been  able  to  extricate  himfelf  out  of  the 
difficulties  thefe  accidents  have  brought  upon  him. 
'Ihi'ce  fons  he  has  bred  up  well  at  JVejlminJlcr^ 
and  they .  are  excellent  fcholars  :  the  eldeft  has 
been  one  of  the  ulhers  in  IVeJlminJler  fchool  llnce 
the  year  1714. 

He  is  a  man  in  years,  yet  hearty  and  able  to  ftudy 
many  hours  in  a  day.  This,  in  fhorr,  is  the  cafe  of 
an  honeft,  poor,  worthy  clergyman  ;  and  I  hope 
you  will  take  him  under  your  protection.  I  cannot 
pretend  that  my  recommendation  (hould  have  any 
weight  with  you,  but  as  it  is  joiiied  to  and  under 
the  wing  of  Mr.  Pope. 

I  took  hold  of  this  opportunity  to  wrife  to  you, 
to  let  you  know  you  had  fuch  an  humble  fervant 
in  being,  that  often  remembers  you,  and  wifhes  to 
fee  you  in  this  ifland.  My  family,  I  thank  God, 
is  well:  my  daughter  had,  laft  fummer,  the  fmall- 
pox  really,  and  in  the  natural  way,  and  fhe  is  not 
marked  at  all.  My  wife  and  daughter  defire  that 
you  -will  accept  of  their  humble  fervices,  and  fay 
that  they  want  much  to  fee  you. 

I  obeyed  your  commands,  and  did  Mr.  IVhallej 
all  the  little  fcrvicel  was  capable  of:  it  was  little 
enough  that  vvas  in  my  power,  God  knows.  He 
comes  again  before  ub  foon  after  E'ljier :  he  feems 
to  be  in  great  hopes,  I  wifh  they  may  be  well 
founded. 

I  think  it  is  now  time  to  rclcafe  you,  whi^h  I 
will  not  do  until  1  have  told  you,  I  may  fay  repeat 
to  you,  that  I  have  a  houfe  for  you,  or  houfe  r.iom, 
come  when  you  plcafe,   provided  you  come  foon. 

Vol.  V.  O  I  urn, 
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I  am,  with  true  refpedt  and  eftecm,  your  mof?^ 
obliged  and  moll  humble  fervant, 

OXFORD. 

Your  lord  lieutenant  would  do  well  to  encou- 
rage this  poor  manj  he  deferves  it  better  than 
Bulkcliy. 

LETTER    XXI. 
The  Earl  of  O  x  f  o  R  d  to  Dr.  Swift. 

REV.    SIR,  Dover-ftreet,  July  15,  1730. 

IVJ.  R.  Cla)Un  telling  me  he  was  going  for  he- 
land,  I  could  not  forbear  fending  you  a  few  lines 
by  him,  although  I  may  punifh  you;  yet  it  is  fo 
great  a  pleafure  to  me  to  think  of  you,  and  to  con- 
verfe  with  you  even  in  this  manner,  that  I  muft 
expedl  you  will  be  fo  good  as  to  forgive  the  trouble 
this  gives  vou. 

I  do  not  know  what  notions  you  entertain  of 
us  here  ;  1  fear  and  believe  you  are  in  a  very  bad 
way  :  this  is  my  thought,  that  devoured  we  cer- 
tainly (hall  be  ;  but  only  this  will  be  the  difFe- 
rence,  we  fhall  have  that  great  favour  and  inftance 
of  m.ercy,  that  we  fhall  have  the  honour  to  follow 
you,  and  be  the  Jaft  devoured  j  and  though  this  is 
{o  plain,  and  that  demonftrable,  yet  we  have  fo 
many  unthinking,  unaccountable  puppies  among 
us,  that  to  them  every  thing  feem,s  to  go  well  as  it 
fhould  do  ;  and  are  fo  pleafed  with  this  thought, 
or  rather  do  not  think  at  all,  that  it  is  in  vain  to 
fay  any  thing  to  them.  This  is  a  very  difagreeable 
fubjecf,  and  I  will  therefore  leave  it. 

My 
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My  wife  Is,  I  thank  God,  pretty  well :  her  {lo- 
mach  is  raiher  better  than  it  was  ;  Pegp  is  very 
well :  both  defire  you  will  accept  of  their  humble 
fervice.  You  mention  your  law  affairs  :  I  know 
fo  much  of  that  fort  of  people  called  lawyers,  that 
I  pity  moft  heartily  any  one  that  is  obliged  to  be 
concerned  with  tliem  :  if  you  are  not  already,  I 
hope  you  will  be  foon  fafe  out  of  their  hands. 

I  fuppofe  Mafter  JVhalley  is,  by  this  time,  got 
fafe  to  his  living,  and  enjoying  the  fruit  of  his 
viiStory,  peace  and  quietnefs,  I  believe  he  has 
eiiouo-h  of  law,  of  lawyers,  and  of  lords  both  fpi- 
ritual  and  temporal.  I  hope  he  is  well :  if  you  fee 
him,  my  fervice  to  him. 

I  wi(h  you  would  come  over  here,  that  wc 
mioht  have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you.  Why 
Ihould  you  not  pafs  the  winter  here  ?  I  {hould 
think  it  would  be  more  agreeable  to  you  than 
where  you  are. 

Lord  Bathurji  has  had  a  fever ;  but  he  is  now 
well  again.  Pope  I  faw  yefterday  :  he  is  pretty 
well.  I  am,  with  true  refpe£l  and  efteem.  Sir, 
your  moft  affeftionate  humble  fervant, 

OXFORD. 


LETTER     XXII. 
Dr.    Swift   to   Mrs.    White  w  a  v, 

Dec.  2Sth,  1730. 

You  might  give  a  better  reafon  for  rcftoring 
my  book,  that  it  was  not  worth  keeping.  I  thought 
by  the  fupcrfcription  that  your  letter  was  written 
by  a  man  ;  for  you  have  neither  the  fcrawl  nor  the 
fpelling  of  your  fex.     You  live  io  far  off,  and  I 

O  2  bciii6*'e 
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bclicx'e  arc  (o  fcldoin  at  home,  and  I  am  fo  ill  a 
vifitcr,  that  it  is  no  wonder  we  meet  fo  fcldom: 
but  if  you  knew  what^I  fay  of  you  to  others,  you 
would  believe  it  was  not  want  of  inclinaiion  :  I 
mean  what  I  fay  of  you  as  1  knew  you  formerly  ; 
for  as  to  what  you  are  now,  I  know  but  little.  I 
give  you  the  good  wiflies  or  the  feafon ;  and  am, 
with  true  efteem  and  affection,  yours,  ijfc. 

J.  SWIFT. 

LETTER     XXir. 
Dr.    Swift    to    Lady    A  c  h  e  s  o  n. 
Jn  Jpnl-f'jol  Letter. 


A 
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Gentleman  called  here  lafl:  night  upon  fome 
bufjneis,  who  took  Mr.  — — '3  houfe  yefterday  at 
dinner,   in  his  return  from  If^icklow.     He  tells  me 

that    Mrs.   was  brought    to-bed    yefterday 

morning  at  five  o'cU  ck  of  a  half  child,  juft  as  if  It 
were  divided  in  two  equal  parts.  It  had  one  eye, 
half  a  nofe  and  mouth,  one  leg,  and  fo  from  top 
to  bottom.  They  could  fee  it  was  a  boy,  or  rather 
half  a  boy  :  it  v/a.s  dead  born,  but  (lie  is  very  well. 
It  was  thought  that  this  was  the  caufe  of  all  her 
cholics.  Mrs.  Brent  tells  me  fhe  has  known  the 
like  mxre  than  once.  I  am  glad  the  poor  woman 
had  her  mother  and  fifter  with  her. 

Are  you  not  undone  for  want  of  Mofiky  P  How 
are  you  ?  Does  your  milk  agree  with  you  ?  Wc 
(hall  fee  you  no  more  at  church  until  Mon}y  re- 
turns.    Adieu,  ^c, 

I  mend  a  little. 

Saturday  morning. 
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LETTER    XXIV". 
Lady  A  CHE  son's  Anfwer  to  Dr.  Swift. 

1    AM   greatly   furprized    at   the   account    you 

give  me  of  poor  Mrs.  ;    but  fmce  it  was  fo, 

1  am  heartily  glad  £he  has  got  rid  of  it.  Mrs. 
Morris's  gout  feized  her  all  over  on  Thurfdciy,  fo 
that  (he  keeps  her  bed.  None  of  them  know  any 
thing  of  this  matter :  they  fent  a  boy  yefterday  to 
Ddginney  (I  will  not  mention  this  thing  to  them 
till  he  returns)  to  let  them  know  (he  was  not  able 
to  go  to  the  country.  I  am  forry  that  you  mend 
but  a  little:  this  bad  weather  has  increafcd  my 
cou<;h  ;  the  milk  agrees  very  well  with  me.  I  u'ill 
be  at  your  church  to-morrow.     1  am,  yours,  ^c. 

Saturday  morning. 

LETTER     XXV. 
Alderman  Barber  to  Dr.  Swift, 

S  I  R,  London,  Aug.  24,  1732, 

1  WISH  Dr.  Delaiy  had  complied  with  your 
rcqueft  fooner,  in  acquainting  me  with  your  in- 
tentions in  favour  of  Mr.  Pilkington.  I  coulJ 
have  been  glad  alio,  that  he  had  acquainted  you, 
as  I  defired  him,  with  the  particulars  how  I  Itood 
circumftantiated  in  relation  to  the  chaplain ;  for  I 
flatter  myfelf  that  your  ufual  good -nature  would 
have  induced  you  to  comply  with  my  rcqueft,  in 
writing  a  letter  to  me,  in  an  authoritative  way,  in 

O  3  your 
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your  recommendation  of  Mr.  PUklnglon ;  which 
would  have  given  ine  a  good  excufe  for  my  refuf- 
ing  a  gentleman,  whom  my  deputy  and  con'smon- 
council-mcn  had  recommended  to  me  above  fix 
months  ago. 

Another  accident  happened  in  this  affair,  by  the 
do6lor's  not  receiving  a  letter  I  fent  him,  which, 
by  mittake,  came  not  to  his  hands  (though  at 
home)  until  many  hours  after  my  man  had  left  it 
at  his  lodgings  ;  which  letter,  had  he  ken  in  time, 
Would  have  prevented  fome  little  difficulties  I  lie 
under  in  this  affair,  and  which  I  muft  get  over  as 
well  as  I  can. 

For,  Sir,  v/hen  I  reflc6^on  the  many  obligations 
Ihavetoyou,  which  I  fhall  ever  acknowledge, 
I  am  glad  of  any  occafion  to  fliew  my  gratitude; 
and  do  hereby,  at  your  requeft,  make  i^lr.Pilking- 
ion  my  chaplain,  when  mayor.  I  wi(h  it  may  an- 
IWer  his  expedt.i.tions  ;  for  the  profits  are  not  above 
ope  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  if  fo  much,  as  I 
am  told.  He  conllantiy  dines  with  the  mayor; 
but  I  am  afraid  can't  lie  in  the  Hall,  the  rooms 
being  all  of  ftate.  For  your  fake  I  will  (hew  him 
all  the  civilities  I  can.  You  v^'ill  recommend  him 
to  Jo,.  (Dr.  I  mean)  Trapp.  The  mayor's  day  is 
the  30th  of  October  3  fo  that  he  may  take  his  own 
time. 

It  would  add  very  rnuch  to  my  felicity,  if  your 
liealth  Would  permit  you  to  come  over  in  the 
fpring,  and  fee  a  pageant  of  your  oxvn  making. 
H  d  you  been  here  now,  1  am  perfuaded  you  v/ould 
have  put  me  to  an  additional  expence,  by  having  a 
raree  (hew  (or  pageant)  as  of  old,  on  the  lord- 
rf.ay.'r's  day.  Mr,  Pope  and  I  were  thinking  tq 
hav&  a  lagc  machine  carried  through  the  city, 
with  a  printing- prefs,.aut1^or,  puMiilaers,  hawkers, 
dcyjls,  isc.  and  ii  fatirical  poem  printed  and  thrown 

fvoiiji 
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from  the  prcfs  to  the  mob,  hi  publick  view,  but 
not  to  give  ofience  j  but  your  abfence  fpoils  that 
defign. 

Pray  God  preferve  you  long,  very  long,  for  the 
good  of  your  country,  and  the  joy  and  fatisfaclioa 
of  your  friends  ;  among  whom  I  take  the  liberty 
to  fubfcribe  myft-lf,  with  great  fincerity,  Sir,  your 
moll  obedient  and  moH  humble  fervant, 

J.  BARBER. 


LETTER     XXVI. 

Charles  Ford,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift, 


Y 


London,  Dec.  23,  173*. 


ESTERDAY  I  received  your  letter  of 
the  gth,  and  am  infinitely  obliged  to  you  for  the 
conftant  concern  vou  ihew  for  me.  I  am  afliamcd 
to  trouble  you  fo  much,  and  fo  often,  in  my  own 
affairs  ;  and  your  great  kindnefs  makes  me  almoft 
afhamed  to  afk  pardon  for  it.  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

I  am  very  glad  to  hear  the  chara£ler  you  give  of 
lord  Orrery.  He  was  extreamly  applauded  for  a 
fpecch  he  made  againft  the  Army  Bill.  There  is 
no  danger  of  repealing  the  Teft.  The  Court  has 
taken  the  ufual  method  of  gaining  the  fanatiek 
leaders,  much  againfi;  the  grain  of  the  body.  It 
is  faid,  the  bi(hop  of  Salipury  is  the  chief  encou- 
rager  of  them  ;  that  the  queen  fpoke  to  him,  and 
tiiat  he  anfvvered.  He  had  promifcd,  and  would  not 
fail  them.  He  can  be  befmeared,  although  they 
would  not  fuft'er  him  to  go  the  dirty  road  to  Dur- 
ham. That  was  the  excufe  they  made  him  upon 
the  lall  vacancy  of  that  fee.     I  am  £xtrcamly  proud 

O  4  that 
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that  lady  Achefon  does  me  the  honour  to  remember 
her  humble  ftrvant.  I  heartily  wifh  {lie  could  be 
perfuaded  to  keep  good  hours,  having  obferved,  by 
many  of  my  acquaintance,  that  nothing  impairs 
health  fo  much  as  fitting  up  late.  I  often  hear 
from  my  fifter  :  (he  writes  in  quite  another  ftrain 
than  fhe  talked,  with  chearfulnefs  and  good  na- 
ture. I  fancy  Jrfalla*  has  cured  the  lady  of  her 
fpleen. 

1  heartily  wifh  you  many  new  years,  with  health 
and  happinefs  j    and  am,  moft  entirely,  ^c, 

I  am  told  poor  G^/s  play  is  now  in  rehearfal, 
and  will  pleafe.  It  was  that  brought  hifn  to 
town  a  little  before  he  died  ;  though,  with- 
out his  fever,  he  could  not  probably  have  held 
out  long  any  where. 

LETTER    XXVIL 

Tr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  Pilkington. 

MADAM,  Deanery-houfe,  Jan.  i,  1732-3. 

J.  SEND  you  your  bit  of  a  news-paper  with 
the  verfes  {-,  than  which  I  never  faw  better  in 
their  kind.     I  have   the   fame  opinion   of  thofe 

you 

*  The  fezt:  of  Pefer  Lu£oiu,  Efq;  father  to  the  pre- 
fent  lord  Lui^Icw. 

f  !Vjis„  Pilkington,  when  fhe  was  about  fixteen,  hav- 
ing been  teazed  by  her  brother  to  write  fome  verfes  as  a 
fchool  exercife  for  him,  aflced  him  what  fhe  Ihould 
w  ite  upon:  Why,  faid  he  pertly,  what  fhould  you 
write  upon  but  the  paper  ?  So  taking  it  for  her  fubjeft, 
fte  writ  the  following  lines  J    which,   four  years  after, 

were 
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you  were  pleafed  to  write  upon  mc  t,  ^s  have  alfo 
feme  particular  friends  of  genius  and  tafte,  to  whom 
^  I  vea- 

were  ppinfed  in  one  of  the  Lon^r,n  re^vs-papcrs.    Vide 
Pilkingtons  Mtmoirs,  vol.  i.  p.  B8. 

O  iVotlefs  paper,  fair  and  white  ,! 

On  whom,  by  force,  conftrain'd  I  write, 

Kovv  cruel  am  I  to  dellroy 

Thy  purity,  to  pleafe  a  boy  ? 

Ungrateful  T,  thus  to  abufe  ' 

The  faireft  fervant  of  the  Mufe. 

Dear  friend,  to  whom  I  oft  impart 

The  choiceft  fecrets  of  my  heart ; 

Ah,  what  atonement  can  be  made 

For  fpotlefs  innocence  betray 'd  ? 

How  fair,  how  lovely  didft  ihou  fliow, 

Idke  lilly'd  banks,  or  falling  fnow  1 

But  now,  ala.'.  become  my  prey. 

No  floods  can  wafh  thy  llains  away; 

Yet  this  fmall  comfort  I  can  give. 

That  which  deftroy'd,  ihall  make  thee  live. 

X  Mrs.  Pilklngton  having  heard  that  Dr.  Z'wift  had 
received  a  paper  book,  richly  bound  and  gilt,  from  the 
earl  of  Orrery,  and  a  filver  Ilandifh  from  V)x.  Delany, 
fent  him  an  eaale  quill  with  the  following  verfes  upon 
his  birth-day,  Nov.  30,  1732. 

Shall  then  my  kindred  all  my  glory  claim. 

And  bf.ldlyrob  me  of  eternal  fame? 

To  every  heart  my  gen'rous  aid  1  lend, 

To  Mufic,  Painting,   Poetry,  a  friend, 

Tis  I  celeftial  harmony  infpire, 

§  When  fix'd  to  tlrike  the  fweetly  warbling  wire. 

J  to  the  faithful  canvas  have  confign'd 

Each  bright  idea  of  the  painter's  mind; 

Behold  from  Raphael's  fky-dipt  pencils  rife 

Such  heavenly  kcnes  as  charm  the  gazers  eyes, 

^  ^llUofiheharpfKhqrit 
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I  ventured  to  communicate  them,  who  unlver- 
ially  agree  with  me.  But  as  I  cannot  with  de- 
cency fhew  them,  except  to  a  very  few,  I  hope, 
for  both  our  fakes,  others  will  do  it  for  me.  I  can 
only  afTure  you  I  value  your  prefent,  as  much  as 
either  of  the  others,  only  you  mujPc  permit  it  to 
be  turned  into  a  pen  ;  which  office  I  will  perform 
with  my  own  hand,  and  never  permit  any  other 
to  ufe  it.  1  heartily  wlfii  you  many  happy  new 
years ;  and  am,  with  true  efteem,  Madam,  your 
moft  obliged  fiiend  and  fervant, 

J.    SWIFT. 


LETTER     XXVIII. 
Dr.  Swift  to  the  Earl  of  Orrery. 

MY   LORD,  January,  1732.3, 

T  is  fomc  time  fince  Mrs.  Boll  gave  me,  in- 
clofed  and  dired^ed  to  me,  your  lordfhip's  verfes, 
in  your  own  hand,  with  the  alterations  you  were 
pleafed  to  make,  for  which  I  have  long  deferred 
my  acknowledgements  ;  and  if  I  were  to  follow 
the  courfe  of  my  own  nature,  the  delay  fliould  be 
longer:  becaufe,  although  I  believe  no  man  hath  a 
more  grateful  fenfe  of  a  real  honour  done  them  than 
myfelf,  yet  no  man  is  in  more  confufion  how  to 
exprefs  it.     Although  I  had  not  the  leaft  hand  in 

O  kt  me  now  afpire  to  higher  praife  ! 
A'libitious  to  tranfcribe  your  deathlefs  lays: 
IMor  thou,  immortal  Baid,   my  aid  refufe, 
Accept  mv'  as  the  fervant  of  your  Mufe  : 
Then  'liail  the  world  my  wond'rous  worth  declare. 
And  all  mankind  your  matchlefs  Pen  revere. 

publifhlng 
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publlfhing  thofe  verfes  (which  would  have  ill  become 
me)  yet  1  will  not  be  fo  affected  as  to  conceal  the 
pride  I  have  in  feeing  them  abroad,  whatever  en- 
mity they  may  procure  againft  your  lordfhip,  for 
publickiy  favouring  one  fo  obnoxious  to  prefent 
powers,  and  turning  their  hatred  into  envy  ;  which 
laft,  as  it  is  more  tormenting  to  the  owners,  will 
better  gratify  my  revenge.  And  of  this  advan- 
tage I  fhall  make  the  proper  ufe,  leaving  your 
lordfliip  to  fliift  for  y-ourfclf,  without  the  kail 
grain  of  pity  for  what  you  may  fuffer. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  beg  you  to  accept  my  mod 
humble  thanks,  for  the  honour  done  me  by  fo  ex- 
cellent a  performance,  on  fo  barren  a  fubjedt ;  by 
which  words  I  wifely  anticipate  the  cenfure  of  all 
thofe  who  love  me  not :  In  fpight  of  whom  it  will 
be  faid  in  future  ages.  That  one  of  lord  Orrery\  firft 
efliiys  in  poetry  were  thefe  verfcs  on  Dr.  Sivift. 
That  your  lordfliip  may  go  on  to  be  the  great  ex- 
}imple,  reflorer,  and  patron,  of  virtue,  learning 
^and  wit,  in  a  mofl  corrupt,  fcupid,  and  ignorant, 
age  and  nation,  fnall  be  the  condant  wifh,  hope, 
and  prayer,  of.  My  Lord,  your  moft  obedient, 
oblii^cd,  and  mofl:  humble  (crvant, 

J.  SWIFT. 


I 
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LETTER    XXIX. 
Mifs  Kelly   to   Dr.    Swift. 

Jarvis-ftreet,  fix  o'clork,   Friday 
SIR,  evening,  Feb.  z,   1732-3. 

DANCED  fo  long  laft  night,  that  I  have 
not  been  able  till  this  moment  to  thank  you  for 
the  goodnefs  j'ou  fhewed  me  this  morning.  Be 
afi'ui'cd  the  favours  you  beftow  on  me  are  received 
with  the  greateft  pleafure,  and  I  only  am  forry 
that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  convince  you  that 
no  body  can  fet  a  higher  value  on  your  friendfiiip 
than  I  do. 

Indeed  1  have  an  implicit  faith  in  your  medi- 
cine; for  if  only  defpiimg  the  poets  can  hinder 
its  proving  effectual,  1  muft  certainly  receive  from 
it  all  the  benefit  I  defire;  for  really  I  am  quite  of 
the  other  fide,  and  am  a  fincere  admirer  of  all  the 
good  poets;  but  am  more  particularly  attached  to 
the  beft.  What  I  fhall  do  to  convince  you  of  the 
truth  of  this  I  cannot  determine  :  but  fiirely  the 
care  1  ihali  always  take  to  mend  upon  your  reproofs, 
will,  in  time.  Jet  you  know  that  nobody  can  defire 
more  nncerely  to  pleafe  you  than,  Sir,  your  moft 
©bliged  and  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

F.  A.  KELLY. 

I  am  half  afleep,   fo  don't  be  angry  at  thefe 
blots. 

Being  out  of  cafh  at  prefent,  I  fend  you  my  note, 
which  i  hope  will  fatlsfy  you. 

I  as- 
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I  acknowledge  to  be  indebted  to  the  Reve- 
rend Do6lor  Sivift^  Dean  of  St.  Pr  trick's, 
the  fum  of  c/.  is  ihd.  per  value  received, 
this  2d  day  of />3.   1732-3. 

FRANCES  ARABELLA  KELLY*. 


LETTER    XXX. 

J.    Barber,    Lord-Mayor    of  London^    to 
Dr.    S  w  I  F  T. 

Lonf'on,  Feb.  6,  1731-3, 

Qiieen  Anne's  birth-day: 

The  bells  all  ringing.  . 

Jt)ELIEVE  mc.  Sir,  and  it  is  with  great  truth 
I  fpcak  it,  that  there  is  not  a  perfou  in  the  world  i 
would  fooiier  oblige  than  yourfeli';    and  [  fhould 
be  o^lad  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  ier/e  Mrs.  Bar- 
ber id  the  way  you  mention  ;  but  it  is  odds  it  may 
not  be  in  my  power,   for  many  things  may  fail» 
that  her  fpoufe  is  not  fit  for;    as,   all  places  rclat- 
inc:;  to  the   law,   he  can  have  no  pretenfions   to. 
Thurc  arc  a  dozen  pcrfons  in  my  houfe,   called 
Lord-mayor's  Officers,   who  wear  black   gowns, 
and  give  from  eight  to  nine  hundred  pounds  for 
their  places,   which  at  firft  they  make  about  fixty 
poLuuis  per  ojinum  of,  and   rife  in  time  to  thice 
or  four  hundred  pounds;    but  they  are  generally 
young  men.     Thefe  places,  Lfuppofe,  fhould  any 

*  This  promiOary  note  is  pinned  to  the  letter.     It 

certainly  is  an  anfwer  to  feme  wliim  or  oihi::  ot  the 

Doctor's. 

one 
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one  fall,  would  not  be  thought  good  enough. 
There  are  many  other  places  in  my  gift.  We  have 
had  mayors  gone  throui^h  the  office  who  have  not 
got  one  hundred  pounds,  and  others  have  got  ten 
thoufand  pounds  :  it  is  all  chance.  I  have  gone 
through  the  fourth  part  of  my  year,  and  have  got 
only  about  two  hundred  guineas,  by  the  deaths  of 
one  of  the  city-muflck,  and  a  porter  to  Guildhall. 

But  fuppofe  a  place  fhould  fall  worth  fifteen 
hundred  or  two  thoufand  pounds,  that  he  may  be 
fit  for,  one  third  of  the  purchafe  goes  to  the  city, 
and  muft  be  paid  before  his  admiflion  j  the  other 
two-thirds  are  mine  :  but  I  cannot  put  a  lefs  price 
than  was  paid  before,  becaufe  the  lalt  price  is  en- 
tered in  the  city  books. 

I  know. you  love  particulars,  and  thus  you  have 
the  cafe  ?.s  it  flands. 

You  will  give  me  leave  to  add  a  word  or  two, 
which  I  do  in  confidence.  That  I  have  been,  for 
many  years,  plagued  with  a  fet  of  ungrateful  mon- 
fters,  called  Goufins^  that  I  tremble  at  the  name  ; 
and  though  I  give  yearly  penfions  to  fome,  and 
monthly  and  v/eekly  to  others,  all  won't  do,  and 
I  am  infulted  and  abufed  by  them,  and  can't  help 
myfelf. 

Now,  as  Mrs.  Barber  and  her  family  defign  to 
fettle  here,  and  Ihe  has  done  mc  the  honour  in  moft 
places  to  call  me  Corifm^  I  hope  it  will  not  be  ex- 
pecled  1  fhould  have  the  care  of  thero.  I  have 
Very  ill  health  ;  and  any  additional  care  that  way 
would  hurt  me  very  much  :  but  for  doino;  her  and 
her  family  any  good    offices,    1   fliall    never    be 


wantrng;. 


i  muft  now  beg  leave  to  return  you  my  thanks 
for  your  aiFectionate  and   kind   wifhes.     The  ho- 
nour, I  own,  is  very  great  I  am  in  poflefTion  of, 
and  I  am  fenfible  I  am  placed  aluft,  and  that  all  my 
S  words 
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•words  and  anions  are  fcanned  ;  but  I  will  not  be 
(dilcouraged,  and  hope  I  fhall  get  through  with 
honour.  One  motive  for  making  me  think  fo, 
is  the  great  plealurc  and  fatisfadlion  I  have  in  the 
hopes  of  feeing  you  here,  where  your  advice  and 
example  will  be  of  great  ufe  ;  and  therefore  I  hope 
you  will  lofe  no  time,  but  come  away,  and  I  will 
fit  up  an  apartment  for  you  in  ^tecns-fquare,  and 
another  at  Sheen  (which  1  hope  you  v/ill  accept) 
places  that  I  fliall  hardly  be  able  to  fee  this  year. 

Mr.  Pilkwgton  gains  daily  upon  us,  and  conies 
out  a  facetious  agreeable  fellow.  I  carried  him 
t'other  day  to  fee  her  grace  of  Bucks  in  the  Park, 
Her  grace  feeing  him,  aflced  Who  he  was?  I  an- 
fwered,  he  was  a  prefcnt  from  you  from  Dublin, 
She  fmilingly  replied,  Ke  is  no  fool  then,  I  ain 
fure. 

I  fliall  conclude  a  long  dull  letter^  with  vr,y 
fincere  wifhes  for  your  health  and  profperity,  and 
that  you  would  not  delay  one  hour  coming  to> 
blefs  your  friends  here  with  your  company  ;  which 
by  none  is  more  defu'ed  than,  Sir,  your  moil  obe- 
dient and  rnoft  humble  fervaut, 

J.   BARBERr 

LETTER    XXXI. 
Countefs   of  Kerry    to   Dr.    S  w  i  e  t. 

Lixnaw,  March  4,  1732-3. 


1  H  E  kind  concern  and  friendly  remembrance 
of  the  moll  efleemed  dean  of  St.  Patrkk's,  has 
Taifed  in  me  a  fatisfaction  and  plcafurc  that  1  had 
almoft  given  up,  having  been  refolved  a  good  while 
humbly  to  Content  mykdf  in  a  ftate  of  indolence 

and 
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and  IndlfFerence  ;    and,    if  I  could  avoid  the  pains 
of  body  and  mind,   not  to  feelc  further  after  thofe 
points  in   life,    I    fo  long    and    vainly  purfued : 
but  you  have  invaded  my  tranquillity  in  a  manner 
I  muil  not  only  forgive,  but  pay  my  acknowledge- 
ments for,  fmce  at  the  fame  time  that  you  make  a 
melancholy  reprefentation  of  my  misfortunes,  vou 
llrike  a  light  for  me  from  another  quarter  frorn- 
whence  to  raife  hope.     I  moft  heartily  rejoice  in 
■what  you  tell   me  of  Mr.  Fitz'murice,    who  has 
indeed  given  me  an  undeniable  mark  of  tafte,    by 
the  fenfe  he  has  of  the  honour  you  do  him  in  let- 
ting him  into  your  focicty,  from  whence  it  is  im- 
poliible  to    come  without   fome  good   influence. 
For  my  part,  I  grieve  at  the  interval  that  neceffity 
feems  to  call  for,  to  interrupt  fuch  advantage,  and 
it  is  my  fhudy  to  iind   an  occafion  indifpeufable 
that  he  may  return*;    and,  as  I  think,    to  be   a 
member  of  our  fenatc  houfe  is  the  beft  way  to  lead 
a  young  man  into  the  world,  I  have  been  watch- 
ing a  good  while  for  fome  gap  in  that  body,  that 
he  might  ftep  into.     There  feems  now  to  offer 
one  on  the  death  of  Sir  Ralph  Goie,   that  may  not 
be  impracticable,   fince  it  is  a  very  fmall  borough 
intirely  belonging,  as  I  am  informed,  to  the  bifhop 
of  C/V'/'^r,   who,   1  dare  fay,  is  above  difpofing  of 
it  for  Court  favour  only,  or  to  the  higheft  bidder ; 
pra^ices  much  in  faihion  of  late.     Alight  f^iot 
then  prefume  upon  your  friendfhip  with  the  bifhop, 
to  recommend  this  young  man  as  an  honed:  one  at 
prefent,  and  whom  he  might  devote  to  his  fervice 
by  fo  great  and   feafonable  an  obligation,   belides 
paying  an  acknowledgement  that,  in  gratitude,  is 
due,  although  the  perlon  were  never  fo  well  qua- 
lified :    thus  much  fure  I  may  fay  v/ithout  ccn- 

*  It  is  prefumed,  from  his  travels. 

5  {ur^. 


(  209  ) 
fure.  If  I  have  taken  too  great  liberty  in  recom- 
mending this  matter  to  you,  forgive  nie,  and  impute 
it  to  mv  7.cal  in  endeavouring  to  take  all  opportu- 
nities to  turn  this  lad  into  the  world,  that  I  may 
fee  what  figure  he  will  be  likely  to  make  hereafter. 
But  if  I  don't  fucceed  in  this,  or  any  other  attempt, 
I  thank  Providence  fincerely,  I  can  now  boaft  I 
have  attained  philofophy  enough  to  take  every 
thing  with  patience  as  it  comes,  by  no  means 
thinking  myfelf  too  good  to  be  the  fport  of  higher 
powers  ;  and  my  chriftian  duty  will  not  permit 
me  to  look  for  rcafons.  As  little  vvifdom  as  1  have 
bought,  I  widi  1  had  had  it  fooner ;  now  it  is  too  late. 
La  farce  ell  joue^  and  my  curtain  aimoft  drawn; 
fo  that  if  I  could,  I  would  no  more  traffick  with 
the  world  upon  my  own  account :  friendftiip  only 
is  what  I  ftill  muft  always  value;  yours,  furely,  is 
mpre  than  comes  to  my  fliare. 

You  are  very  good  to  enquire  after  my  eyes  : 
they  are,  indeed,  v/ell  beyond  my  expedation  ;  but 
arc  to  me  like  the  mifer's  gold,  hoarded  up  as  imagi- 
nary rre:ifure  that  one  wants,  at  the  fame  tiaie  that 
one  pofleifes  ;  for  fo  much  as  this  htter  i  have  not 
taxed  th.m  a  long  time.  I  fhall,  wich  attention, 
obferve  all  you  recommend  to  me  in  the  way  of 
paffing  my  time;  and  do  daily  fee  reafon  to  re- 
fpecl  )a  bagatelle ;  yet  are  there  foinc  places  where 
that  is  too  infipid  to  be  made  any  ufe  of.  I  have 
an  excellent  chaplain,  that  I  employ  in  reading, 
and  my  domeftick.  Handicrafts  and  gardening 
do  the  reft.  As  for  quadrille,  it  is  a  part  of  enter- 
tainment only  for  ftrangcrs.  What  fhall  I  fay  for 
taking  up  fo  much  of  your  time?  Forgive,  dear 
Dean,  your  moft  real  and  faithful  humble  fervant, 

A.  KERRY. 


Vol.  V. 
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LETTER    XXXII. 

Charles  Ford.,  Efq;  to  Dr.  Swift. 

London,  April  14,  1733. 

A  M  extreamly  concerned  to  hear  the  bad 
ftate  of  your  heahh..  I  have  often  wifhed  that  you 
would  be  more  moderate  in  your  walks  j  for  though 
ridins  has  alwavs  been  allowed  to  be  good  for  a 
giddy  head,  I  never  heard  walking  prefcribed  for  a 
ftrain,  or  any  ailment  in  the  leg;  and  the  violent 
fweats  you  put  yourfelf  into,  are  apt  to  give  colds, 
and,  I  doubt,  occafion  much  of  your  other  difor- 
der.  I  am  confident  you  would  find  yourfelf 
better  here ;  and  even  the  journey  would  be  of 
great  ufe  to  you.  I  was  vaftly  pleafed  to  hear 
my  lord-mayor  talk  of  the  delight  he  fhould  have 
in  feeing  you  this  year,  that  he  might  fhew  you  a 
creature  of  your  ovi'n  making.  He  has  behaved 
himlelf  fo  well  in  his  publick  capacity,  that,  whe- 
ther it  be  his  humility,  or  his  pride,  he  deferves  to 
be  gratified.  I  could  heartily  wifh  your  other  com- 
plaints were  as  much  without  foundation,  as  that 
of  having  loft  half  your  memory,  and  all  your  in- 
vention. I  vi^ill  venture  to  pronounce  you  have 
more  left  of  the  firft  than  moft  men,  and  of  the 
laft  than  any  man  now  alive.  While  the  Excifes 
were  depending,  you  were  expeiled  every  day; 
for  it  was  faid.  Why  jQiould  not  he  fhew  as  much 
regard  for  the  Liberty  of  England^  as  he  did  for 
the  Money  of  Ireland?  I  wifn  you  had  been  here, 
though  the  affair,  in  my  opinion,  is  happily  ended. 
Many  people  are  offended  that  the  bills  were  dropt, 
and  not  rejected,   and   the  authors  of  the  fcheme 
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left  unpunifhed.  It  was  abfolutely  impoflible  Co 
have  carried  it  otherwife.  You  have  heard  Sir 
Robert  PFalpole,  and  one  or  two  more  coming  out 
of  the  houfe,  were  infulted.  A  few  of  that  rabble 
have  been  feized,  v^^ith  the  ringleader,  who  proves 
to  be  a  Norfolk  man  ;  no  enemy  to  Excifes,  but 
an  entire  dependant  upon  the  outraged  perfon. 
Though  the  rejoicings  were  as  great  and  as  uni- 
verfal  as  ever  were  known,  there  was  no  violence, 
except  the  breaking  a  very  few  windows,  whofe 
owners  had  {hewn  an  untimely  thrift  of  theit 
candles.  I  foretold  Henley  what  his  joking  would 
come  to ;  but  the  mayor  of  Southampton  imme- 
diately printed  his  real  letter,  which  was  fhort, 
and  extreamly  proper.  His  defigned  opponent  at 
the  next  election,  having  voted  for  the  excife, 
will  not  dare  to  Ihew  himfelf  in  the  corporation  ; 
and  Henley^  after  the  divifion,  thanked  him  for 
having,  by  that  vote,  beftowed  him  fifteen  hun- 
dred pounds.    *    ************* 

^     -Slf     *     * 

I  have  great  hopes  this  fine  mild  weather  will 
fet  you  right,  atid  long  to  hear  you  are  preparing 
for  your  journey,  I  am  moft  entirely,  your  grate- 
ful, ^c. 


LETTER    XXXIII. 
Mifs   Kelly    to   Dr.    Swift. 


I 


SIR,  Jarvis-ftreet,  May  4,  1733. 

A  M  fure  if  you  knew  what  I  have  fuffered 
for  having  offended  you,  your  anger  would  be 
changed  into  pity  ;  for  indeed.  Sir,  my  uneafinefs 
cannot  be  expreflcd.     Of  all  the  misfortunes  I 

P  2  ever 
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ever  met  with,  this  has  given  me  the  greateft  con- 
cern ;  for  your  friendfhip  is  an  honour  that  the 
whole  world  are  ambitious  of;  but  I  received  from 
it  more  than  ordinary  fatisfa^libn.  Judge  then, 
Sir,  how  unhappy  I  now  am  ;  and,  for  God's  fake, 
forgive  what  is  pad,  and  be  aiTured  my  future 
condu6l  fhall  be  fuch,  that  you  never  again  fliall 
have  caufe  of  complaint  againft  me. — I  own  you 
have  reafon  to  condemn  my  impertinence  ;  but, 
as  I  had  not  the  leaft  intention  to  ofFend,  I  hope  it 
will  in  fome  meafure  lefTen  the  fault.  Indeed, 
Sir,  if  you  will  he  fo  good  to  pardon  me,  1  will 
make  any  atonement  in  my  power;  and  it  will 
much  add  to  the  other  obligations  you  have  already 
conferred  upon  me.  My  health  is  fo  much  impaired, 
that  it  is  but  too  probable  that  I  fliall  not  live 
very  long;  and,  mcthinks,  It  would  be  very  hard 
to  have  the  fhort  time  that  is  allotted  for  me 
made  more  miferable  than  continual  ficknefs  can 
make  it.  This  mufl  be  the  cafe,  if  you  do  not, 
once  more,  receive  me  into  your  favour :  no- 
thing I  defire  half  fo  much  ;  and  do  aflure  you 
I  (pent  fo  bad  a  night,  from  the  thoughts  of  my 
misfortune,  that  could  you  have  an  idea  of  it,  you 
would  have  been  forry  for  me.  You  might  have 
feen  how  deprefled  1  was  at  fupper;  but  not 
my  indifpofition,  but  your  cold  behaviour  was 
the  real  occafion  of  it. — What  fliall  I  fay,  or  do, 
to  influence  you  to  pardon  me  ?  If  true  repent- 
ance for  my  crime,  and  a  firm  refolution  to  be  upon 
my  guard  for  the  future  againft  any  inadvertent 
expreffions,  that  can  give  offence,  will  plead  any 
thing  in  my  favour,  you  will  be  fo  good  to  par- 
don me;  for  I  can  affirm,  that  I  will  never  offend 
you  again.  Try  me  then,  good  Sir  ;  and,  if  it  is 
pofiible,  both  forget  and  forgive  the  errors  I  have 

been  guilty  of. 
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If  you  are  not  determined  to  continue  my  unhap- 
pinefs,  1  muft  l)eg  the  favour  of  you,  to  fend  me  a 
line  to  alfure  me  of  m  being  pardoned  ;  for  my  uii- 
eafmefs  cannot  be  removed  without  it.  I  hope  too. 
Sir,  that  I  fhall  have  the  honour  of  feeing  you 
before  I  go,  that  1  may  in  perfon  acknowledge 
kow  much  I  owe  you,  and  with  what  fatlsfadlion  I 
receive  your  forgivenefs;  and,  for  God's  falce,  Sir, 
look  upon  me  as  you  were  wont  to  do,  for  I  can- 
not bear  your  coldnefs.  > 

I  propofe,  when  I  go  to  BrljhU  to  follow  your 
advice,  and  fhould  be  much  obliged  to  you,  if  you 
would  recommend  me  to  thoie  books  that  you 
think  moft  proper  forme:  and,  if  it  pleafe  God 
that  1  recover,  you  fhall  find,  that  by  the  honour 
you  have  dune  me  in  advifmg  me  to  improve  my 
mind,  the  deficiencies  of  my  education  will  be 
made  up,  and  I  lliall  be  more  vt'orthy  of  your 
efleem. 

1  fhould  beg  pardon  for  the  length  of  this,  but 
that  I  flill  could  write  on  to  afk  your  forgivenefs  ; 
who  am,  Sir,  with  true  refpeCt  and  regard,  your 
mofl  obliged  and  molt  humble  fervant, 

F.    A.    KELLY.     > 


LETTER     XXXIV. 
Mrs.    Pendarves    to    Dr.    Swift. 

SIR,  London,  May  zg,  1733. 

A  OU  will  find,  to  your  cofl,  that  a  woman'* 
pen,  when  encouraged,  is  as  bad  as  a  woman's 
tongue  ;  blame  yourfclf,  not  me :  had  1  never 
known  the  pleafurc  of  receiving  a  letter  from  you, 
1  fhould   not  have  perfecuted  you  now.     I  think 
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(a  little  to  juflify  this  bold  attack)  that  I  am 
obliged,  by  all  the  rules  of  civility,  to  give  you 
an  account  of  the  letter  you  charged  me  with  :  I 
delivered  it  irjtomy  lord  Bathurji' shznds  ;  he  read 
it  before  me;  1  lookel  filly  upon  his  afking  me. 
What  you  mennt  by  the  Foflet  afFair  ?  and  was 
obliged  to  explain  it  to  him  in  my  own  defence, 
which  gave  him  the  diverfion  I  believe  you  de- 
fjgned  it  fhould.  We  then  talked  of  your  vine- 
yard :  he  fecmed  pleafed  with  every  fubjefl:  that 
related  to  you,  and  l'  was  very  ready  to  indulge 
him  that  v/ay.  I  did  not  forget  to  brag  o{  your 
favours  to  me;  if  you  intended  1  ihould  keep  them 
a  fecret,  I  have  fpoiled  all  ;  for  I  have  not  an  ac- 
quaintance of  any  worih,  that  I  have  not  told, 
how  happy  I  have  been  in  your  company.  Every 
body  loves  to  be  envied,  and  this  is  the  only  way 
I  have  of  raifing  people's  envy.  I  hope.  Sir,  you 
will  forgive  me,  and  let  me  me  know  if  I  have 
"^behaved  my/e/f  right:  I  think  1  can  hardly  do 
wrong,  as  long  as  I  am.  Sir,  your  moft  obliged 
and  moft  obedient  feivant, 

M.  PENDARVES. 

Mrs.  Donnellan  is   much  your  humble  fervant, 
and  as  vain  of  your  favours  as  I  am. 

*  Dr.  Swi/t  never  could  em^ure  to  hear  any  one  fay. 
Such  a  one  behwved  well,  Cifc.  Behaved?  Behaved nuhat? 
he  ufed  to  afic  with  (ome  kind  of  emouon.  I  remember 
his  giving-  me  an  account,  How  he  rebuked  my  lord 
Carteret  for  this,  and  that  my  lord  promiled  him  not  to 
be  guilty  of  the  like  for  the  ^L>ture.  The  Italick  mark 
under  thefe  words  in  the  original,  proves  that  Mrs,  Pen- 
dar-ves  refers  co  Ibme  rebuke  of  this  kind, 
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LETTER    XXXV. 
Mifs    Kelly    to   Dr.    Swift. 

SIR,  Erinol  Hot-well,  June  2,    1733. 

A  HEAR  my  agreeable  fellow-traveller  has  been 
beforehand  with  me  in  paying  her  compliments  to 
you  ;  but  I  cannot  be  furprized  at  that,  for  flie 
was  formed  to  get  the  belter  of  me  in  every  thing, 
but  refpecSling  and  efteeming  you.  That,  indeed, 
nobody  can  do  ;  for  both  gratitude  and  tafte  con- 
fpirc  to  make  me  tiuly  your  friend  and  fervant. 

I  have  been,  fmce  I  came  here,  very  low  fpi- 
rited  j  the  companions  I  had  fome  part  of  my 
journey  Icfiened  my  illnefs,  or  at  leafl  I  felt  not 
with  them  the  fame  weight  that  !  did"  upon  their 
leaving  me  :  and  I  have  often  wiftied  myfelf  j^gain 
in  Ireland  to  enjoy  converfa;ion  ;  for  I  really  be- 
lieve ic  is  one  excellent  cure  for  mod  diforders. 
This  is  the  dulleft  place  that  ever  was  known  : 
there  is  not  above  half  a  dozen  families,  and  thofe 
are  cits  with  great  fortunes,  or  hi/h  impertinents  : 
the  former  defpifes  one  becaufe  their  cloaths  are 
finer  than  vours ;  and  the  latter  has  no  viev/  in 
keeping  you  company  but  to  report  your  faults. 
This  makes  me  avoid  all  communication  with 
them,  and  only  in  the  morning  1  go  to  the  wells : 
and,  I  thank  God,  I  can  fpend  my  time  far  bet- 
ter ;  for  either  writing  to  my  friends,  reading, 
walking,  and  riding,  find  me  full  employi:ient, 
and  leave  me  not  a  wifti  for  fi;;h  company  ?s  the 
place  affords.  Doftor  Lane  (who,  by  charaiSter, 
is  a  fecond  /Efculapius^  and  can  raife  people  from 
the  dead)   is  my  phyfician,    and  gives  me  great 
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hopes  of  a  fpeedy  amendment:  anJ,  as  I  take  hb 
medicines  regularly,  and  am  up  at  fix  in  the  morn- 
ing, breakfail  at  eight,  dine  at  one,  and  fup  at 
feven,  t  hope  1  may  in  time  find  Come  benefit : 
nor  does  either  the  afs's  milk  or  waters  diC-gree 
with  me;  and  I  think  my  appetite  is  rather  better. 
I  wifh  to  Heaven  it  was  agreeable  to  your  affairs 
to  come  here;  for  I  am  fure  )ou  would  like  the 
fituation  of  the  houfe  that  I  lodge  in  :  it  hss  the 
command  of  fuch  a  proipedt,  that  i  fhould  do  it 
irjuftice  to  at'empt  to  delcribe  it  ;  but  the  variety 
of  the  fcene  is  fuch,  that  one  difcovers  new  beau- 
ties in  it  every  day.  I  hope  you  will  continue  your 
former  goodnefs  to  me,  and  let  me  have  the  ho- 
nour of  hearing  from  you  fometimes  ;  for,  in  rea- 
lity, nobody  is  more  fincerely  your  well-wilhtr 
than,  Sir,  your  moft  obliged  and  moft  faithful 
humble  fervant, 

F.    A.    KELLY. 

Your  expedition  to  Tallow*  makes  a  very  fine 
figure  in  pilot;  but,  fince  you  have  made 
this  di(covery,  I  think  you  ought  to  fly  to 
tis  ;  for,  if  Dublin  be  in  danger,  the  deanry 
houfe  cannot  be  a  fafe  retreat  for  you.  1  wifh 
any  thing  would  fend  Barber  here;  for  I  was 
at  the  Bath  to  fee  fome  of  mv  friends,  and 
■was  forced  to  fwear  that  only  the  want  of 
health  kept  her  book  from  being  publifhed.  I 
am  fure  you  will  be  glad  to  hear,  that  a  lady 
of  very  good  underftanding,  that  is  a  particu- 
lar friend  of  mine,  comes  to  me  next  week 
to  fiay  while  i  do  :  her  name  is  Rooke^  ad- 
miral Rookes  fon's  lady. 

*   The  country  feat  of  the  archbifliop  oi  Dublin. 
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LETTER     XXXVI, 
Mifs    K  EL  L  Y    to    Dr.    S  w  I  F  T. 

DEAR    SIR,  Briftol,  Julys,   1733. 

1  CANNOT  exprefs  how  much  pleafure  your 
letter  gave  me  ;  to  tay  that  it  furpaffed  the  anxiety 
your  iilence  gave  me,  is  all  the  defcription  I  am 
able  to  make.  Indeed  I  had  a  thoufand  fears 
about  you  ;  your  health  was  my  firft  care,  and 
yet  I  thought,  that  the  Gods  mull  take  care  of 
Cato;  but  I  too  fearfully  apprehended  that  the 
whole  Club  had  quite  forgotten  the  moft  unworthy 
member  that  ever  entered  inio  their  Society.  For, 
though  you  writ  to  others,  your  hands  were  uCe- 
lefs  to  me ;  and  of  all  our  little  fet  none  remaitied 
unblefled  but  myfelf ;  but  as  your  letter  has  made 
me  full  amends  for  every  thing  befide,  I  muft  be 
lavifh  in  my  thanks. 

I   am   apt  to  believe  that  T  really  died  on  the 
road,  as  it  was  reported  ;  for  I  am  certainly  not 
the   fame  creature  I   once  was;  for  I  am  grown 
fonder  of  reading  than  of  any  other  amufcment, 
and,  except  when   health  cal!s  me  on  horlebaik, 
I  find  my  only  joys  at  home  ;  but  my  life  indeed 
has  received  great  addition  in    its   pleafures,    by 
Mrs.  Rookis  being  fo  good  to  come  down  to  me  ;  . 
(lie   has  all   the  qualities  that  can  make  an  agree- 
able   companion    and    friend  :     we    live   together 
without  form,  but  have  all  the  complacence  for 
each  other  that  true  friendship  infpires.     You  are 
fenfible    that  two   people  cannot  always  like  the 
Umt  thing  :   this  we  make  eafy,  by  following  our 
incUnaiions;  for  if  fhe,  likes  to  walk,  flie  walks, 

and 
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and  I  do  whatever  I  like  better.  Would  to  God 
you  were  with  us  to  compleat  our  happinefs.  I 
had  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Cleland  to  enquire  about 
you ;  fhe  fays,  fhe  hears  you  are  coming  to  Eng- 
land: furely  if  you  were  you  would  tell  me  fo  ; 
for  *^^ew  things  in  life  could  give  me  more  true 
delight  than  the  fight  of  you. 

You  are  extreamly  good  to  enter  into  my  af- 
fairs :  all  marks  you  give  me  of  youi  friendfliip, 
increafes  my  efteem  for  you,  and  makes  me  bear 
the  common  rubs  of  life  with  patience  I  have 
really  been  often  tempted  to  let  you  into  all  my 
fecrets  j  but  the  thought  that  you  only  couM  re- 
ceive uneafinefs  from  them,  and  that  even  your 
advice  could  not  remove  the  leafl  p.iinful  of 
them,  hindered  me  from  it;  for  to  thofe  I  beft 
love  I  ftill  remain  upon  thefe  heads  referved.  In- 
deed the  caufe  of  my  complaints  is  of  fuch  a  na- 
ture, that  it  cannot  well  be  told.  The  unhappy 
life  of  a  near  relation  mufi:  give  one  a  pain  in  the 
very  repeating  of  it,  that  cannot  be  defcribed.  For 
furely  to  be  the  daughter  of  a  colonel  Chartres  muft 
to  a  rational  being  give  the  greatefi:  anxiety  ;  for 
who  would  have  a  father  of  feventy  publickly  tried 
for  an  attempt  of  a  rape  ?  Such  a  Dulcinca  del  "To- 
lofo  is  fhocking,  I  think.  For  if  a  man  mUft  do 
wrong,  he  (hould  aim  a  little  higher  than  the  en- 
joyment of  a  kitchen-maid,  that  he  finds  obfti- 
nately  virtuous.  In  fliort,  dear  Sir,  I  have  been 
fool  enough  to  let  fuch  things  make  an  impreffion 
on  me,  which  fpight  of  a  good  conftitution,  much 
fpirits,  and  ufmg  a  great  deal  of  exercife,  has 
brought  me  to  what  I  am.  Were  I  without  a  mo- 
ther (I  mean,  had  I  loft  her  in  my  infancy,  and 
not  known  her  gpodnefs)  I  could  ftill  better  have 
borne  the  fteps  that  were  taken;  but  whilft  I  faw 
how  laviih  he  was  upon  his  dirty  wenches,  I  had 
q|  frequent 
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frequent  accounts  that  my  mother  was  half  ftarved 
abroad.  She  brought  him  fixteen  thoufand  pounds 
fortune,  and  having  borne  fevcre  ufage  for  near 
twenty  years,  had  refolution  enough  to  part  with 
him,  and  chofe  to  take  two  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  per  annum  feparate  maintenance  rather  than 
bear  any  longer:  and,  as  (he  could  not  live  here 
upon  fuch  an  income,  fhe  has  baniflied  herfelf, 
and  lives  retired  in  a  country  town  in  France. — 
His  late  letters  to  me  have  been  kind,  arid  hitherto 
he  has  fupplied  me  well ;  but  in  his  iail  he  tells 
me  he  (hall  not  fee  me  till  Septe7nber. 

What  you  fay  is  perfedtly  right,  and  I  propofe  re- 
turning to  the  Club  as  foon  as  my  health  will  permit 
me ;  but  how  long  this  may  prove,  I  know  not ;  for 
I  muft  flill  purfue  this  cruel  God  *  that  flics  me. 

I  {hall  go  from  hence,  I  believe,  in  a  week; 
for  Lane  only  pours  down  m.edicincs  for  the  fake 
of  the  apothecary,  and  though  he  reaps  the  benefit 
of  them,  I  receive  none ;  and  as  he  has  not  al- 
lowed me  to  drink  the  waters  thefe  three  weeks,  I 
can  have  no  hufincfs  here  ;  fo  fhall  follow  HolUng's 
advice,  and  remove  to  Kenjmgton  or  Hampjlead  w\lh 
the  utmoft  expedition  ;  therefore  I  muft  beg  the 
favour  of  you  to  inclofe  your  letters  forme  to  IFil- 
Uam  Cleland  Efq;  commiffioner  of  taxes,  in  St.  Ste- 
phen's Courts  JVeftminfter.  I  have  difobe)'ed  orders 
in  writing  fo  long  a  letter;  but  I  will  not  do  this 
again  :  fo  now  be  fo  good  as  excufe  the  tediouf- 
nefs  of.  Sir,  your  molt  obliged  and  moft  faithful 
humble  fcrvant, 

F.  A.  KELLY. 

Write  to  me  as  often  as  you  can,  and  make  my 
compliments  to  all  friends. 

*  The  God  of  Hcidth  poetically  expreHed. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs.  Pendarves  is  gone  down  with  Lady  IVey- 
mouth^  whole  fortune  was  five  thoufand 
pounds,  and  has  for  jointure  two  thoufand 
five  hundred  a  year,  and  five  hundred  a  year 
pin-money. 

LETTER     XXXVIL 
Mrs.    Pendarves    to    Dr.    S  v/  i  f  t. 

SIR,  Glocefter,  July  21,  1733. 

AY  I  fay,  without  offending  you,  that  I 
was  overjoyed  at  the  honour  you  did  me  in  an- 
fwering  my  letter  r  and  don't  call  me  formal,  when 
I  allure  you,  that  I  think  myfelf  made  happy  by 
fuch  a  diflind^ion.  It  was  flupidity  in  me  not  to 
let  you  know  where  to  addrefs  to  me ;  but  I  don't 
repent  of  it;  I  have  by  that  means  tried  your  zeal, 
but  I  am  afraid  your  good  breeding  more  than  in- 
clination procured  me  that  favour.  I  am  refolved 
to  be  even  with  you  for  what  you  fay  about  my 
writing,  and  "will  write  henceforward  to  you  as 
carelefsly  as  1  can  ;  if  it  is  not  legible,  thank 
yourfelf.  I  don't  wonder  at  the  envy  of  the  ladies, 
when  you  are  pleafed  to  fpeak  of  me  with  fome  re- 
gard ;  I  give  them  leave  to  exercife  their  malice 
on  an  occaiion  that  does  me  fo  much  honour.  I 
protefl  I  am  not  afraid  of  you,  and  would  appear 
quite  natural  lo  you,  in  hopes  of  your  rewarding 
my  opennefs  and  fmcerity  by  correiling  what  you 
difipprove  of.  And  fip.ce  I  have  not  now  an  op- 
portunity of  receiving  your  favours  of  pinching 
and  beating,  make  me  amends  by  chiding  me  for 
every  word  that  is  falfe  fpelt,  and  for  my  bad  Eng- 
I'lfl)  \  you  f.e  what  you  are  like  to  fufi'er :  if  this 

promifes 
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promifes  you  too  much  trouble,  don't  give  me  (o 
much  encouragement   in   your  next   letter ;    for 
upon  fomeching  in  your   laft,  I  have  almoft  per- 
fuaded   myfelf,"  that   by  your  affiflance,  and   my 
own  ear'ieft  defire,  I  may  in  time  become  worthy 
of  your  care.      Vatiity  (lands  at  my  elbow  all  this 
while,  and  animates  mc  by  a  thoufand  agreeable 
promifes  j    withour  her  encouragement  i   fhould 
never  have  prelumed  to  correfpond  with  the  Dean 
of  St.  Patrick's.     Some  fay,  flie  is  a  mifchievous 
companion  ;    I   fwear  flie  is  a  pleafant  one  :  you 
muft  not  be  angty  with  me  for  keeping  her  com- 
pany ;  for  1  had  very  little  acquaintance  with  her 
till  i  had  received  fome  maiks  of  your  favour. 

I  received  your  letter  but  a  little  while  before  I 
left  London  :    I  attended  lord   and  lady  WeymrAith 
down  to  Lcng-Leat.,  and  left  them  with  a  profpeit 
of  as  much  liappinefs  as  matrimony  can  give  ;  they 
are  pleafed  with  one  another  at  prefent,  and  I  hope 
that  will  continue.     My  lord   and   lady  Carteret 
are  both  fatisfied  v/ith  the  difpofal  of  their  daugh- 
ter in  fo  advantageous  a  ilation.     Common  report 
wrongs  my  lord  IFeymouih  j  for  v/hich  reafon,  as  I 
am  his  friend,  I  muft  tell  you  his  good  qualities  : 
he  has  honour  and  good   nature,    and   does  not 
want  for  fenfe ;    he   loves  the  country,  and  in- 
clines a  little  too  much  to  his  liable  and  dog-ken- 
nel J  but  he  keeps  a  very  hofpitable  good  houfe, 
and  is  always  ready  to  relieve  thofe  in  diftrefs  :  his 
lady  Dr.  Delany  can  give  you  a  charadter  of,  and 
is  what  1  believe  you  will  approve  of,     I  came 
from  Long-Leat  laft  Saturday.,  and  am  now  at  Glo- 
(ejicr  with  my  mother  and  lifter.   My  lord  Bathurji 
was   here   about  a  fortnight  ago  ;   I  was  forry  ta 
mifs  of  him  :   I  have  a  double  reafon  for  lilcing  his 
company.     He  has  made  me  promife  to  pay  him  a 
vifit  at  Oiikly  IVood,  v/hich  1  certainly  will  do  j  I 

Ihall 
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Ihall  with  great  refignation  fubmit  to  any  puiiifh- 
ment  you  convey  through  his  hands.     I  wifli  you 
could  make  your  words  good,  and  that  I  was  a  Ibr- 
cerefs,  I  fhould  then  fet  all  my  charms  to  work  to 
bring  yoa  to  England,  and  (hould  expedt  a  general 
thankfgiving  for  employing  my  fpells  to  fo  good  a 
purpofe.     The  Syren  *  has  lately  been  at  Oxford; 
we   parted   very   unwillingly :    fhe   is    extreamly 
obliged  to  you  for  remembring  her  fo  favourably. 
I  am  glad  Mr.  Donnellan  pleafes  you  ;  I  know  he 
has  a  high  value  for  you,  and  I  agree  with  you  in 
thinking  him  a  moft  deferving  young  man.     My 
lord  Lanfdown  is   much   at  your  fervice,  laments 
the  days  that  are  paft,  and  we  conftantly  drink 
your  health  in  champaign,  clear  as  your  thoughts, 
and  fparkling  as  your  wit.     Lord  and  lady  Car- 
teret, and  my  lady  Worjley,  all  talk  kindly  of  you, 
and  join  their  wifhes  to  mine  for  your  coming 
among  us.  I  requeft  it  of  you  to  make  my  humble 
fervice  acceptable  to  thofe  friends  of  yours  that  are 
fo  good  as  to  remember  me.    I  am,  Sir,  your  moft 
obliged  and  faithful  humble  fervant, 

M.  PENDARVES. 

Be  pleafed  to  dire£l  for  me  af  Mrs.  Granville' Sy 

Glocefier, 

^  Perhaps  this  was  Mifs  Kellj. 
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LETTER    XXXVIII. 
Lord-mayor  of  London*  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  Coldfmiths-Hall,  Aug.  6,  1733. 

J.  THANK  you  heartily  for  your  kind  and  af- 
fedtionate  letter,  and  I  beg  your  pardon  for  not 
anfwering  it  fooner. 

I  agree  with  you,  that  I  had  the  happinefs  of 
learning  honeft  principles  early,  from  a  fet  of  great 
men,  who  will  ever  be  an  honour  and  an  orna- 
ment to  their  country  :  and  it  is  my  greateft  glory, 
that  in  the  late  affair  of  the  Excife  Bill  (though  I 
did  nothing  but  my  duty,  and  what  every  honeft 
man  in  my  ftation  u^ould  have  done)  I  adJed  con- 
fiftent  with  thofe  honeft  principles,  and  that  my 
enemies,  as  well  as  friends,  have  generally  ap- 
proved my  conduct.  And  believe  me,  Sir,  I  fpeak 
it  with  great  fmcerity,  that  when  I  confider  how 
fparingly  you  and  fome  other  friends  have  ever 
been  of  your  praifes,  your  approbation  affords  me 
the  greateft  pleafure  imaginable,  as  it  gives  me 
that  inward  peace  of  mind,  which  the  whole  world 
could  not  purchafe. 

My  lord  Orrery  s  amiable  qualities  muft  make 
him  the  delight  of  all  with  you,  as  he  is  truly  io 
with  us ;  and  when  he  comes  over,  your  lofs  will 
be  our  gain,  as  the  proverb  fays. 

I  know  nothing  of  Mr.  Pilkington's  affairs  or  ex- 
pences ;  what  the  city  allows  him  is  never  paid  till 
the  end  of  the  year :  I  have  prefented  him,  at 
twice,  with  forty  pounds,  which  I  dcfign  to  make 
fifty  j  which  fum  has  but  one  precedent :  gene- 

*  Alderman  Barber, 

rally 
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rally  they  have  but  thirty  of  the  mayor.  His  be- 
haviour is  very  well,  and  he  is  generally  efteemed. 
^  I  fhajl  have  great  regard  to  your  recommenda- 
tions in  favour  of  Mrs.  Barber^  and  fhall  not  fail 
of  doing  her  any  fervice  in  iny  power.  I  have 
been  thought  to  be  a  lucky  man  ;  but  this  year 
fortune  has  been  my  foe,  for  I  have  had  no  death  hap- 
pened in  my  year  (a  hdler  excepted)  yet,  nor  have 
made  500?.  in  all.  But  my  friends  fay,  it  is 
made  up  in  fame. 

I  am  very  forry  your  ill  health  continues  ;  for 
I  flattered  myfelf  with  being  very  happy  with  you 
and  fome  friends,  on  the  important  fubjed  of  the 
Cap  of  Maintenance,  Cuftard,  the  Sword,  and 
many  more  laudable  things  in  the  lord  mayor's 
houfej  and  I  yet  hope  to  have  that  felicity,  for 
there  are  three  months  to  come ;  and  who  knows 
what  may  happen  in  that  time  ?  Nay,  I  don't  de- 
fpair  of  feeing  you  fettled  with  your  friends  here, 
before  we  are  many  years  older.  Don't  ftart ! 
ftranger  things  have  happened  very  lately. 

I  was  lately  honoured  at  dinner  with  the  lords 
BoUngbrcke^  Carteret^  JVlnchelfea,  Gower  and  Mr. 
Pulteney  ;  and  among  other  things  your  name  was 
mentioned,  and  lord  Carteret  inftantly  toafted  your 
health  ;  and  you  were  the  fubject  of  converfation 
for  an  hour.  I  fhewed  them  your  letter.  I  dare 
not  mention  what  palTed,  becaufe  I  know  I  fhould 
offend  your  modefty ;  only  one  thing  I  will  ven- 
ture to  repeat.  That  they  all  fwore,  that  if  ever 
the  wind  jfhould  change,  they  would  not  long  be 
deprived  of  the  greateft  genius  of  the  age.  The 
Converfation  turning  on  another  fubjeft.  Lord  Car- 
teret pulled  me  to  the  window,  and  bade  me  tell 
you,  that  he  loved  and  honoured  you,  and  fo  you 
Ihould  find  on  all  occafions,  and  that  he  toafled 

your 
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your  health.     This  is  literally  true,  upon  the  ho" 
nour  of  a  •■     — ♦ 

I  dined  yefterday  with  lord  BoUngbroh  only ;  he 
complains  you  don't  write  to  him :  he  is  well. 

They  fay  you  are  making  intereft  for  my  bro- 
ther of  Dublin  to  be  member  of  parliament  ;  pray 
come  over,  and  do  the  fame  for  me,  and  have  the 
credit  of  both.  My  brother  behaves  himfelf  well*, 
I  hear;  if  it  is  proper,  my  fervice  to  him. 

What  you  tell  Mr.  Pilkington  of  my  fpeaking 
difrefpeclfully  of  the  IriJJj  is  falfe  and  fcandalous  ; 
I  never  ufed  fuch  an  expreflion  in  my  life :  I  ap- 
peal to  all  my  acquaintance.     I  love  the  LiJ}}. 

Pray  God  reftore  your  health ;  and  believe  me 
always,  with  gratitude,  your  moft  obedient  hum- 
ble fervant, 

JOHN   BARBER. 


LETTER    XXXIX. 
Mifs   Kelly   to  Dr.   S  v^'  i  f  t. 

London,  Aug.  12,  1733. 

JL  A  M  truly  forry,  my  dear  Sir,  that  I  have  not 
heard  from  you  fo  long  ;  but  am  much  more  con- 
cerned with  Barber's  account  of  your  being  not  as 
well  as  I  wifli  you.  For  God's  fake  try  the  change 
of  air,  and  let  not  any  other  attachment  than  to 
your  health  employ  your  thoughts.  Confidcr  how 
dear  you  are  to  your  friends  ;  but  if  that  won't 
do,  let  the  deteflation  you  muft  feel,  from  giving^ 
pleafure  to  the  unworthy,    make  you  careful  oi' 

*  This  was  Alderman  French,  an  iron-monger,  fup- 
pofed  by  Dr.  Stu/ft,  and  all  others,  to  be  the  greateft 
magiltrate  that  ever  lived  in  any  age  or  iution. 

Vql.V.  Q»  yourfclf. 
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yourfelf.  Indeed  I  fhould  be  glad  to  make  you 
fenfible,  that  you  are  valued  by  all  that  have  a 
tafte  for  merit  j  and  I  fhould  be  very  much  pleafed, 
if  you  would  think  you  owe  fo  much  to  them, 
that  you  would,  for  their  fakes,  preferve  yourfelf. 
Believe  me.  Sir,  illnefs  is  not  to  be  trifled  with  : 
I  can  fpeak  on  this  fubje6t  as  an  experienced  per-- 
fon ;  and  I  earneftly  intreat  you  to  take  remedies 
in  time.  Forgive  my  impertinence,  and  be  af- 
fured  that  none  is  more  truly  zealous  for  your  wel- 
fare, than  your 

F.  A.  KELLY. 


LETTER    XL. 
Dr.  Swift  to  the  Earl  of  Orrery. 

MY   LORD,  Dublin,  Aug.  ao,  1733. 

1  LATELY  received  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Bar- 
ter, wherein  flie  defires  my  opinion  about  dedicat- 
ing her  poems  to  your  lordfhip  ;  and  feems  in  pain 
to  know  how  far  {he  may  be  allowed  to  draw  your 
character,  which  is  a  right  claimed  by  all  dedica- 
tors :  and  {lie  thinks  this  the  more  incumbent  on 
her,  from  the  furprifing  inftances  of  your  gene- 
rofity  and  favour  that  {he  bath  aleady  received, 
and  which  {he  hath  been  fo  unfafliionable  to  pub- 
lifh  wherever  {he  goes.  This  makes  her  appre- 
hend, that  all  fhe  can  fay  to  your  lordfliip's  ad- 
vantage, will  be  interpreted^as  the  mere  effe£l  of 
flattery,  under  the  ftyle  and  title'of  gratitude. 

I  fent  her  word,  that  I  could  be  of  no  fervice  to 
her  upon  this  article  ;  yet  I  confefs,  my  lord,  that 
all  thofe  who  are  thoroughly  acquainted  with  her, 
will  impute  her  encomiums  to  a  fmceje,  but  over- 
flowing 
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flowing  fpirit  of  thankfulnefs,  as  well  as  to  the 
humble  opinion  (he  hath  of  herfelf.  Although  the 
world  in  general  may  poffibly  continue  in  its  ufual 
fentiments,  and  lift  her  in  the  common  herd  of  de- 
dicators. 

Therefore,  upon  the  mofl  mature  deliberation, 
I  concluded  that  the  office  of  fettingout  your  lord- 
Ihip's  character,  will  not  come  properly  from  her 
pen,  for  her  own  reafons  ;  1  mean  the  great  fa- 
vours you  have  already  conferred  on  her :  and, 
God  forbid,  that  your  chara61:er  fhould  not  have  a 
much  ftronger  fupport.  You  are  hourly  gaining 
the  love,  efteem,  and  refpe£l  of  wife  and  good 
men  :  and  in  due  time,  if  Mrs.  Barber  can  have 
but  a  little  patience,  you  will  bring  them  all  over, 
in  both  kingdoms,  to  a  man  :  I  confefs  the  num- 
ber is  not  great ;  but  that  is  not  your  lordfhip's 
fault,  and  therefore,  in  reafon,  you  ought  to  be 
contented. 

I  guefs  the  topicks  flie  intends  to  infift  on  ;  your 
learning,  your  genius,  your  affability,  gcnsroluy, 
the  love  you  bear  to  your  native  country,  ani 
your  companion  for  this:  the  goodnefs  of  your  na- 
ture, your  humility,  modelly,  and  condcfcenfion  : 
your  moft  agreeable  converfation,  fuited  to  all 
tempers,  conditions,  and  underftandings:  perhaps 
fhe  may  be  fo  weak  to  add  the  regularity  of  your 
life  ;  that  you  believe  a  God  and  Providence  ;  that 
you  are  a  firm  Chriflian,  according  to  the  dotflrine 
of  the  church  eftablifhed  in  botli  kingdoms. 

Thefe,  and  other  topicks,  I  imagine  Mrs.  Bar^ 
her  defigns  to  infift  on,  in  the  dedication  of  her 
Poems  to  your  lordftiip  ;  but  I  think  fhe  will  bet- 
ter fliew  her  prudence  by  omitting  them  all,  Ani 
yet,  my  lord,  I  cannot  difapproveof  her  ambition, 
fo  juftly  placed  in  the  choice  of  a  patron;  and  at 
the  fame  time  declare  my  opinion,  that  fhe  de- 

0^2  fer\i;th 


(      228      ) 

fervcth  your  prote£lion  on  account  of  her  wit  and 
good  fenfe,  as  well  as  of  her  humility,  her  grati- 
tude, and  many  other  virtues.  I  have  read  moft 
of  her  poems ;  and  believe  your  lordfhip  will  ob- 
lerve,  that  they  generally  contain  fomething  new 
and  ufeful,  tending  to  the  reproof  of  fome  vice  or 
folly,  or  recommending  fome  virtue.  She  never 
writes  on  a  fubjc(St  with  general  unconnected  to- 
piclcs,  but  always  v/ith  a  fcheme  and  method  driv- 
ing to  fome  particular  end  ;  wherein  many  writers 
in  verfe,  and  of  fome  diftindion,  are  fo  often 
known  to  fail.  In  fhort,  fhe  feemeth  to  have  a 
true  poetical  genius,  better  cultivated  than  could 
well  be  expected,  either  from  her  fex,  or  the  fcene 
fhe  hath  adted  in,  a^  the  wife  of  a  citizen  :  yet  I 
am  affured,  that  no  woman  was  ever  more  ufeful 
to  her  hufband  in  the  way  of  his  bufmefs.  Poetry 
hath  only  been  her  favourite  amufement ;  for 
which  fhe  h-ith  one  qualification,  that  I  wifh  all 
good  poets  poflefled  a  fhare  of,  I  mean,  that  ihe  is 
ready  to  take  advice,  and  fubmit  to  have  her 
verfes  corredled  by  thofe  who  are  generally  allowed 
to  be  the  beft  judges. 

I  have,  at  her  intreaty,  fufFered  her  to  take  a 
copy  of  this  letter,  and  given  her  the  liberty  to 
make  it  publick :  for  which  I  ought  to  defire  your 
lordfliip's  pardon  :  but  fhe  was  of  opinion  it  might 
do  her  fome  fervice,  and  therefore  I  complied.  I 
am,  my  lord,  with  the  trueft  efteem  and  refpecl, 
jour  lordfhip's  moft  obedient  fervant, 

JONATHAN  SWIFT. 


K 
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LETTER    XLI. 
Mrs.  DoNNELLAN   to  Dr.   Swift. 

SIR,  London,  Sept.  as,  I733« 


N  O  W I N  G  your  great  efteem  and  tender- 
nefs  for  mifs  Kelly^  and  that  there  is  no  one 
whom  fhe  has  fo  high  an  opinion  of,  or  whofe  ad- 
vice would  fway  fo  much  with  her,  I  can't  forbear 
letting  you  know  my  thoughts  about  her  at  this 
time;  that  I  think  {he  wants  the  afliftance  and 
counfel  of  her  beft  and  wifeft  friend.  As  fhe  has 
been  fo  good  to  diftin2;ui{h  me  amongfl:  her  female 
acquaintance,  and  to  (hew  more  confidence  than 
in  any  other,  I  think  I  can  better  tell  her  mind  : 
but,  as  fhe  has  a  natural  clofenefs,  I  judge  chiefly 
by  hints  ;  for  I  believe  fhe  does  not  open  herfelf 
entirely  to  any  one.  Her  health  I  think  in  a  much 
worfe  way  than  when  (he  came  to  London :  fhe 
has  ftill  a  flow  fever,  a  violent  cough,  great  and 
almoft  continual  ficknefs  in  her  flomach,  and, 
added  to  all  thcfe,  a  very  great  deje6tion  of  fpirit ; 
which  lafl,  I  can't  but  think,  proceeds  in  a  good 
mcafure  from  difcontent  and  uneafinefs  of  mind  ; 
and  the  phyficians  are  of  the  fame  opinion.  I  have 
endeavoured,  by  all  the  means  I  could  think  of, 
to  find  out  the  caufe,  hoping,  that  if  it  weiQ 
known,  it  might,  by  the  afliflancc  of  friends,  be 
remedied.  I  know  when  a  young  perfon  fhews 
any  difcontent,  people  arc  apt  to  imagine  there 
can  be  no  caufe  for  it  but  a  difappointment  in 
love  :  I  really  think  that  is  not  mifs  Kelly's  cafe:  I 
have  tried  her  to  the  uttermoft:  on  that  fubjefV, 
and  I  can't  find  fhe  has  any  attachment  to  any 
particular  perfon,  but  that  the  wl^ole  world,  ex- 
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cept  a  few  friends,  Is  indiiFerent  to  her  :  but  what 
I  talce  her  prefent  uneafinefs  to  proceed  from,  is 
the  unkindnefs  in  general  of  her  parents,  and  the 
fear  of  not  being  fupported  by  her  father  in  the 
v/ay  fli2  likes,  and  as  her  prefent  bad  ftate  of  health 
indeed  requires.     She  has  a  high  fpirit,   and  can't 
bear  to  be  obliged  to  her  friends,  and  fhe  has  not 
been  much  ufcd  to  management.    She  is  here  in  a 
very  expenfive  way,  with  her  ficknefs,  her  fer- 
vants,    and   horfes  5    and  I  believe  flie  would  be 
greatly  mortified,  after  appearing  in  this  manner, 
to   be  obliged    to  fall  below  it;  and  at  the  fame 
time  fhe  has  reafon  to  fear  from  her  father's  beha- 
viour, that  he  thinks  little  of  her,  and  will  not 
fupport  her  in  it :  (lie  has  not  heard   from  him 
thefe  two  months;  and  the  letters  fhe  had  fromhini 
at  Bi'ijlol  were  warning  her  not  to  marry  without 
his  confent,  enjoining  her  not  to  [^o  to  publick 
places,    and,  .above  all,    to   fpend  little  money; 
very  odd  fubje£ts  to  one  in  her  condition.     Now, 
what  I  would  beg  of  you.   Sir,  is  to  endeavour  to 
find  out  what  are  his  refolutions  in  relation  to  her, 
and  if  there  be  any  one  that  has  an  influence  over 
him,  to  get  them  to  convince  him,  that  his  child's 
life;,  is  in  the  greatelt  danger  ;  and  then,  perhaps, 
he  may  not  think  his  time  and  money  ill  employed 
to  fave  it.     \i  at  the  fame  time,  Sir,  you  would 
join  your  good  advice  to  her,  I   believe  it  might 
be  of  great  ufe,  either  to  make  her  bear,  with  lefs 
uneafmefs,  the  ills  of  this  life,  or,  if  it  pieafc  God 
to  take  her  from  us,  to  prepare  her  for  another, 
and  a  better.    Her  humour  is  much  changed  ;  her 
fpirits  are  low;  and,  upon  every  little  difappoint- 
ment,  her  paffions  rife  hi^h  :  you  knov/.  Sir,  how 
beft  to  apply  to  thefe.     She  is  at  Hampjiead  quite 
alone ;  and  although  her  phyficians  defire  much 
Ihe  jQioLild  come  to  town,  Ihe  cannot  be  prevailed 
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on  to  think  of  it ;  flie  defires  to  be  alone  :  even 
Mrs.  Rooke  and  I,  whom  fhe  calls  her  beft  friends, 
are  troublefome  to  her.  I  believe  I  need  not  tell 
you,  Sir,  that  I  defire  this  letter  may  be  a  fecret, 
and  efpecially  to  the  perfon  concerned.  If  you 
have  any  thing  to  tell  me,  that  can  be  of  ufe  on 
this  fubje61:,  and  vvill  honour  me  w^ith  your  com- 
mands, direct  if  you  pleafe  for  me,  under  cover. 
To  Mrs.  Jnne  Shidtleworth,  at  Mr.  Jourdalns,  ia 
Conduh-Jlreet.  I  fhould  beg  pardon.  Sir,  for  trou- 
bling you  with  this  long  letter  j  but  I  hope  my 
friendlhip  to  mifs  Kelly  will  be  my  excufe.  I  am 
forry  to  write  on  fo  melancholy  a  fubjeit  and  that 
I  am  fure  muft  give  you  uneafmefs  ;  but  pleafed 
with  any  opportunity  of  affuring  you  'that  I  am. 
Sir,  your  very  great  admirer,  and  moft  obedient 
humble  fervant, 

ANNE  DONNELLAN. 


LETTER    XLII. 
Mrs.   Pendarves  to  Dr.   S v/ 1 f  t. 

SIR,  Glocefter,  Oft.  24,  1733. 

X  CAN'T  imagine  how  my  lord  Orrery  came 
by  my  laft  letter  to  you  j  I  believe  my  good  ge- 
nius conveyed  it  into  his  hands,  to  make  it  of 
more  confequence  to  you  :  if  it  had  that  efFedt,  I 
wifti  this  may  meet  with  the  fame  fortune. 

If  I  were  writing  to  a  common  correfpondent,  T 
fhould  now  make  a  fine  flourifh  to  excufe  myfelf 
for  not  fooncr  acknowledging  the  favour  of  your 
letter;  but  I  muft  deal  plainly  with  you.  Sir,  and 
tell  you  (nov/  don't  be  angry)  that  the  fear  of  tiring 
you  ftopt  my  hand.     1  value  your  correfpondence 
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fo  highly,  that  I  think  of  every  way  that  may  pre- 
ferve  it,  and  one  is  not  to  be  too  troublefome. 

Now  I  can't  guefs  how  you  will  take  this  laft 
paragraph  ;  but  if  it  makes  me  appear  afFedled  or 
lilly,  I  will  endeavour  not  to  oft'end  in  the  fame 
manner  again.  Some  mortification  of  that  kind 
is  wanting  to  bring  me  to  myfelf :  your  ways  of 
making  compliments  are  dangerous  fnares,  and  I 
■  don't  know  how  to  guard  againft  the  pleafure  they 
bring :  to  be  remembered  and  regretted  by  you,  are 
honours  of  a  very  delicate  kind.  I  have  been  told, 
that  unexpected  good  fortune  is  harder  to  bear  well 
than  adverfity. 

The  cold  weather,  I  fuppofe,  has  gathered  to- 
gether Dr.  Dclanys,  fett :  the  next  time  you  meet, 
may  I  beg  the  favour  to  make  my  compliments  ac- 
ceptable ?  I  recol!e6l  no  entertainment  with  fo 
much  pleafure  as  that  I  received  from  that  compa- 
ny; it  has  made  me  very  fincerely  lament  th^ 
many  hours  of  my  life  that  1  have  loft  in  infigni^- 
ficant  converfation. 

I  am  very  much  concerned  at  the  diforder  you 
complain  of.  I  hope  you  fubmit  to  take  proper 
care  of  yourfelf ;  and  that  the  next  account  I  have 
of  your  health  will  be  more  to  my  fatisfadlion. 

A  few  days  before  I  had  your  laft  letter,  my 
filler  and  I  made  a  vifit  to  my  lord  and  lady  Ba- 
thurji  at  CArenceJier.  Daily  wood  joins  to  his  park  ; 
the  grand  avenue  that  goes  from  his  houfe  through 
his  park  and  wood  is  five  miles  long  :  the  whole 
contains  five  thoufand  acres.  We  ftaid  there  a  day 
and  half:  the  wood  is  extremely  improved  fince 
you  faw  it ;  and,  when  the  whole  defign  is  exe- 
cuted, it  will  be  one  of  the  fineft  places  in  England. 
My  lord  Bathurjl  talked  with  great  delight  of  the 
pleafure  you  once  gave  him  by  furprifing  him  in 
his  wood,  and  fhewed  me  the  houfe  where  you 
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lodged.  It  has  been  rebuilt ;  for  the  day  you  left 
it,  it  fell  to  the  ground  ;  confcious  of  the  honour 
it  had  received  by  entertaining  fo  illuftrious  a 
gueft,  it  burft  with  pride.  My  lord  Bathtirji  has 
greatly  improved  the  wood-houfe,  which  you  may 
rememb.  r  but  a  coitage,  not  a  bit  better  than  an 
Irijh  cabbin.  It  is  now  a  venerable  caftle,  and  has 
been  taken  by  an  antiquarian  for  one  of  king  Ar~ 
tbur's,  "  with  thicker  overgrown  grotefque  and 
wild."  I  endeavoured  to  Iketch  it  out  for  you; 
but  I  have  not  (kill  enough  to  do  it  juftice.  My 
lord  BathurjL  was  in  great  fpirits  j  and  though 
furrounded  by  candidates  and  voters  againft  next 
parliament,  made  himfelf  agreeable  in  fpite  of  their 
clamour:  we  did  not  forget  to  talk  o{ Naboth's 
vineyard*  znd  Dc  hi  He  f.  I  have  not  feen  him 
fince,  though  he  promifed  to  return  my  vifit. 

All  the  Beau  monae  flock  to  London  to  fee  her 
royal  highnefs  :j:  difpofed  of;  whilft  I  prefer  pay- 
ing my  duty  to  my  mother,  and  the  converfation 
of  a  country  girl  my  fifter,  to  all  'he  pomp  and 
fplendour  of  the  Court.  Is  this  virtue  or  ftupi- 
dity  ?  If  I  can  help  it,  I  will  not  go  to  town  till 
after  Chrijlmas.  I  fhall  fpend  one  month  in  my 
way  to  London  at  Long-Lcat :  I  hear  that  the  young 
people  there  are  very  happy. 

It  is  a  little  unreafonable  of  me  to  begin  a  fourth 
page ;  but  'tjs  a  hard  tafk  to  retire  from  the  com- 
pany one  likes  beft.  I  am.  Sir,  your  mofr  obliged 
and  faithful  humble  fervant, 

M.   PENDARVES; 

*  Naboth''?'  vineyard  belonged  to  Dr.  S^lft. 
f  Dr.  Dclany\  beautiful   villa   about   a   mi'c  from 
Dublin. 
I  The  late  prJncefs  of  Orange, 
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LETTER    XLIII. 
Charles  Ford,  Efq;  to  Dr.    Swift. 

London,  Nov.  6,  1735. 

1  HAD  the  favour  of  your  letter  in  Derh'Jhire, 
from  whence  I  came  laft  week,  I  am  extremely 
concerned  to  hear  the  ill  ftate  of  your  health.  I 
was  afraid  of  it,  when  I  was  fo  long  without  the 
plcafure  of  hearing  from  you.  Thofe  fort  of  dif- 
orders  puzzle  the  phyficians  every  where :  and  they 
■'are  mercilefs  dogs  in  purging  or  vomiting  to  no 
purpofe,  when  they  don't  know  what  to  do.  I 
heartily  wifli  you  would  try  the  Bath  waters,  which 
are  allowed  to  be  the  befl  medicine  for  ftrengthen- 
ing  the  flomach ;  and  moft  diftempers  iri  the  head 
proceed  from  thence.  Vomits  may  clean  a  foul 
itomach,  but  they  are  certainly  the  worft  things 
that  can  be  for  a  Weak  one. 

I  have  long  had  it  at  heart  to  fee  your  works 
collected,  and  publifhed  with  care.  It  is  become 
abfolutely  neceflary,  fmce  that  jumble  with  Pope, 
Is'c.  in  three  volumes,  which  put  me  in  a  rage 
whenever  I  meet  them.  I  know  no  reafon  why, 
at  this  diftance  of  time,  the  Examiners,  and  other 
political  pamphlets  written  in  the  queen's  reign, 
might  not  be  inferted.  I  doubt  you  have  been 
too  negligent  in  keeping  copies ;  but  I  have  them 
bound  up,  and  moil  of  them  fingle  befides.  I  lent 
Mr.  Corbet  that  paper  to  .correct  his  Gulliver  hy, 
and  it  was  from  it  that  I  mended  my  own.  There 
is  every  fingle  alteration  from  the  original  copy; 
and  the  printed  book  abounds  with  all  thofe  er- 
rors, which  ihould  be  avoided  in  the  new  edition. 

la 
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In  my  book  the  blank  leaves  were  wrong  placed, 
fo  that  there  are  perpetual  references  backwards 
and  forwards,  and  it  is  more  difficult  to  be  under- 
ftood  than  the  paper ;  but  I  will  try  to  get  one  of  the 
fecond  edition,  which  is  much  more  correcl  than  the 
lirft,  and  tranfcribe  all  the  alterations  more  clearly. 
I  fhali  be  at  a  lofs  how  to  fend  it  afterwards,  un- 
lefs  I  am  directed  to  fomebody  that,  is  going  to 
Ireland.  All  books  are  printed  here  now  by  fub- 
fcription  :  if  there  be  one  for  this,  I  beg  I  may  not 
be  left  out.     Mr.  Crojihwaite  *  will  pay  for  me. 

The  difienters  were  certainly  promifed,  that  the 
Teft  AGt  fhould  be  repealed  this  feffion  in  Ireland; 
I  fhould  be  glad  to  know  whether  any  attempt  has 
been,  or  is  to  be  made  towards  it)  and  how  it  is 
like  to  fucceed. 

We  have  loft  mifs  Kelly,  who  they  fay  was  de- 
ftroycd  by  the  ignorance  of  an  /f7/7;phyfician,  one 
Gor)non.  Do6tor  Beaufort  was  fent  for  when  flie 
was  dying,  and  found  her  fpeechlefs  and  fcnfelefs. 

Our  late  lord-mayor  has  gone  through  bis  year 
with  a  mofl:  univerfal  applaufe.  He  has  fliev^'n 
himfelf  to  hate  the  beft  underflanding  of  nny  man 
in  the  city,  and  gained  a  charatSler,  which  he 
wanted  before,  of  courage  and  honefty.  There 
is  no  doubt  of  his  being  chofcn  member  of  parlia- 
ment for  the  city  at  the  next  elcdinn.  He  is  fome- 
thing  the  poorer  for  his  office;  but  the  honour  he 
has  got  by  it  makes  him  ample  amends.. 

For  God's  fake  try  to  Icetp  up  your  fpirits. 
They  have  hitherto  been  greater  than  any  man's 
I  ever  met,  and  it  is  better  to  prefcrve  them,  even 
with  wine,  than  to  let  them  fuk.  Divert  yourfelf 
with  Mrs.  IVorral,  at  backgammon.  Find  out 
fome  new  country  to  travel  in  :  any  thing  to  amufe. 


Mr.  Ford%  lleward. 
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"Nothing  can  contribute  fooner  than  chearfulnefg 
to  your  recovery ;  which  that  it  may  be  very  fpeedy, 
is  fincerely  the  thing  in  the  world  moft  wiftied  for 
hy,  your  ever  obligec|j  <^c. 

LETTER    XLIV. 
Mrs.   Pratt   to   Dr.   Swift. 

SIR,  London,  Nov.  10,   1733. 

X  >J  O  T  many  days  ago  I  had  the  pleafure  of 
yours  by  Mrs.  Bather,  whofe  turn  feems  to  confirm 
the  good  impreffion  you  give  of  her.  I  want 
not  more  than  your  recommendation  to  engage 
my  wiflies  to  ferve  her,  and  alfo  my  endeavours, 
if  any  opportunity  falls  in  my  way.  Are  there  no 
hopes  of  feeing  you  on  this  fide  of  the  water  ?  Can- 
not the  great  number  of  your  friends,  and  the 
great  variety  of  convtrfation  abounding  here,  be 
fome  kind  of  inducement  to  your  coming  amongft 
us?  Is  not  Mr.  Pope  a  temptation  to  one  of  your 
diflin<3:ion  to  draw  you  this  way  ?  Even  the  va- 
riety of  people  in  this  great  city  might  contribute 
to  the  amufemcnt  of  your  mind,  as  a  journey  and 
exercife  would  to  your  bodily  health,  I  would  ufe 
every  argument  1  could  think  of  to  invite  you  hi- 
ther, and  confequently  to  preferve  a  life  (o  beneficial 
to  the  public,  and  fo  dear  to  all  your  friends.  You 
have  a  fpirit  that  fhould  prevail  againft  indolence, 
and  bring  you  into  apart  of  the  world,  which  calls 
.  alo'jd  for  your  talents.  This  winter  v/ould  furnifli 
you  with  many  opportunities  of  doing  great  good, 
as  well  as  making  a  fnining  figure  ;  which  reflec- 
tion gives  me  great  hopes,  that  you  will  think  it 
a  reafonable  obligation  j  as  in  that  cafe,  like  Pitt's. 

diamond, 
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diamond,  you  would  ftand  alone.  I  wifh  I  had  a 
houfe  in  lome  meafure  worthy  to  entertain  a  gueft 
that  fhould  be  (o  v/clccme  to  me.  You  furprize 
me  greatly  in  telling  me  that  my  lord  Shelbiirne  and 
you  have  not  met,  although  he  has  been  fome 
time  in  Dublin^  and  to  my  knowledge  is  one  of 
your  great  admirers.  Why  don't  you  fend  to  my 
lord  Dunkerin,  who  undoubtedly  wants  only  that 
encouragement  to  wait  upon  you.  You  fee  I 
want  none  to  embrace  the  opportunity  of  affuring 
you,  that  I  am,  with  great  eileem,  refpe£t,  and  af- 
iciStion,  your  very  obliged  and  moft  humble  fer- 
vant, 

H.   PRATT. 


LETTER     XLV. 

Late  Lord-Mayor  of  London  [Alderman  Bar- 
ber]   to  Dr.  Swift. 


A 


London,  Nov.  17,  1733. 


S  I  have  now  got  rid  of  the  plague  of  gran- 
deur, and  all  its  dependencies,  I  take  this  firft  op- 
portunity to  pay  my  refpe6ts  to  you.  Sir,  which  I 
beg  pardon  for  not  doing  fooner.  The  tranfition 
from  Goldfwhhs-Hall  to  ^^eens-Square.,  is  hardly 
credible  ;  for  in  one  view,  to  imagine  the  conftant 
hurry,  noife  and  impertinence  i  lay  under  from 
morning  till  night,  in  oppofition  to  the  peace,  the 
quiet,  and  great  tranquillity  1  feel  in  my  little  re- 
tirement, nuikes  me  pity  your  great  men,  who 
certainly  mvift  be  ftrangers  to  the  great  pleafure  £ 
now  enjoy. 

Before  1  left  my  ofHce  I  took  care  to  do  juftice 
to  Mr.  Pilkin^tQ>ii  who  has  received  more  than  I 

mentiqricd. 
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mentioned,  and   indeed  more  than  any  chaplain 
ever  had  before,  viz. 

Of  the  city.  /.    s.  d. 

Salary  ■ .     20  o  o 

Gratuity  ■  25  o  o 

Gratuity  extraordinary    —     21  o  o 

66  0  o 

From  my  lord-mayor       "—         50  o  o 

Fiv^e   fermons    preached    before    the 

mayor  .         —     10  o  o 

For  a  copy  of  one  fermon  printed  —       400 

— M^^^^    ■■       ■    Baa 

L'  130  O  O 


5/.  PWs  happened  to  be  fliut  up  in  the  Summer 
for  two  months,  when  the  mayor  went  on  Sundays 
to  his  own  ch:ipel  at  Gu'ild-hali^  and  his  chaplain 
read  prayc'rs  for  eight  Sunday  mornings  only;  for 
which  the  mayor  got  him  from  the  court  of  alder- 
men twenty  guineas. 

I  have  been  the  more  particular  in  this  account, 
becaufe  I  know  your  great  pun6luality  in  things 
of  this  nature,  as  well  as  to  do  myfelf  juftice. 
How  much  he  may  be  a  gainer  by  coming  over,  I 
can't  tell ;  but  if  he  had  pleafed  to  have  lived  near 
the  Hall,  as  he  might,  in  a  lodging  often  or  twelve 
pounds  a  year,  he  need  not  have  kept  a  man,  (for 
I  had  more  for  fhow  than  bufmefs)  nor  given  the 
extravagant  fum  of  thirty  pounds  a  year  for  lodg- 
ings ;  he  might  have  favcd  fomething  in  thofc  ar- 
ticles. Had  he  lived  in  the  city,  I  fhould  now  and 
then  have  had  the  favour  of  his  company  in  an 
evening;  but  his  living  from  me  brought  him  into 
company,  and  among  the  reft  into  that  of  Mr. 
,^  Edward 
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Edward  IValpoley   from  whom  he  has  great  de- 
pendences. 

I  recommended  him  fo  Mr.  alderman  Champion., 
who  got  the  primate's  wife's  brother  to  write  in 
his  favour  to  the  primate.  And  he  talics  of  the 
living  oi  Colerains  being  vacant  j  if  it  be,  I  will 
do  him  what  fervice  I  can. 

Thus,  fir,  I  have  difcharged  myfelf  of  the  duty 
you  laid  upon  me,  in  relation  to  that  gentleman, 
which  I  hope  will  be  to  your  fatisfatSlion  ;  for  I 
will  never  be  ungrateful,  though  I  have  met  witli 
it  frequently  myfelf. 

All  your  friends  in  town  are  well,  and  In  high 
fpirits.  Lord  BoUngbroke  complains  you  don'c 
write  to  him.  Poor  Mrs.  Barber  has  the  gout, 
but  is  better.  It  was  a  great  mortification  to  me 
that  you  did  not  come  and  eat  fome  cuftard ;  but  I 
hope  your  health  will  permit  your  coming  next 
Summer.  We  rejoice  much  at  my  brother  French's 
fuccefs.  I  know  you  don't  deal  in  news,  fo  I  fend 
you  none.  Pray  God  continue  your  health,  and 
believe  me-  always,  with  the  greateft  fincerity. 
Sir,  your  moft  obedient  and  molt  obliged  humble 
fervant, 

JOHN  BARBER. 

P.  S.  Why  Mr.  Pilkington  fhould  fend  his  wife 
home  in  the  midft  of  winter,  or  why  he 
fhould  flay  here  an  hour  after  her,  are  qucf- 
tions  not  eafily  aafwered,  I  am  not  of  his 
council. 
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LETTER    XLVI: 
Mrs.  CoNDUiTT  to  Dr.  Swift*. 

SIR,  George-Street,  Nov.  29,  1733. 

RS.  Barber  did  not  deliver  your  letter  till  af- 
ter the  intended  wedding  brought  me  hither.  She 
has  as  much  a  better  title  to  the  favour  of  her  fex 
than  poetry  can  give  her,  as  truth  is  better  than  fic- 
tion; and  fnall  nave  my  beft  afliftance.  But  the 
town  has  been  f6  long  invited  into  the  fubfcription, 
that  moft  people  have  already  refufed  or  accepted, 
and  Mr.  Conduki  has  long  fince  done  the  latter. 

I  fhould  have  gueffed  your  holinefs  would  rather 
have  laid  than  called  up  the  ghoft  of  my  departed 
friendfhip,  which  fince  you  are  brave  enough  to 
face,  you  will  find  divefted  of  every  terror,  but  the 
remorfe  that  you  were  abandoned  to  be  an  alien  to 
your  friends,  your  country  and  yourfcif.  Not  to 
renew  an  acquaintance  v/ith  one  who  can  twenty 
years  after  remember  a  bare  intention  to  ferve  him, 
would  be  to  throw  away  a  prize  I  am  not  now  able 
to  repurehafe;  therefore  when  you  return  to  Eng- 
land^  I  fliall  try  to  excel  in  what  I  am  very  forry 
you  want,  a  nurfe  ;  in  the  mean  time  I  am  exerci- 
fmg  that  gift  to  preferve  one  who  is  your  devoted 
admirer. 

Lord  Harvey  has  written  a  bitrer  copy  of  verfes 
upon  Dr.  4S/6^ru;/K  for  publifhing  (as  'tis  faid)  his 
lordihip's  epidle ;  which  muft  have  fet  your  bro- 
ther Pope's  fpirits  all  a  working. 

*  Thus  endorfed  by  the  Doaor,  '*  My  old  friend 
?Jrs.  Bartciif  now  Mrs.  Conduitt" 

,  Thomfo?i 
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Thomfon  is  far  advanced  in  a  poem  of  2000 
lines,  deducing  Liberty  from  the  patriarchs  to  the 
prefent  times,  which,  if  we  may  judge  from  the 
prefs,  is  now  in  full  vigour.  But  i  forget  I  ara 
writing  to  one  who  has  the  power  of  the  keys  of 
Parnajfus,  and  that  the  only  merit  my  letter  can 
have  is  brevity.  Pleafe  therefore  to  place  the, 
profit  1  had  in  your  long  one  to  your  fund  of  cha- 
rity, which  carries  no  interell,  and  to  add  to  your 
,  prayers  and  good  wiflies  now  and  then  a  line  to. 
Sir,  your  obedient  humble  lervant, 

C.    CONDUITT. 

Mrs.  Barber^  whom  I  had  fent  to  dine  with 
us,  is  in  bed  with  the  gout,  and  has  not  yet 
fent  me  her  propofals. 


LETTER    XLVII. 
Charles  Coote,  Efq;   to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  _  London,  Dec,  lo,   I73> 

XjEING  indebted  folely  to  you  for  a  mofl:  va- 
luable acquaintance  with  the  duke  and  duchefs  of 
^ueenjbury^  and  fomc  other  of  your  friends,  I  ought 
to  have  acknowledged  it  before.  It  is  a  common 
ftratagem  of  mine,  and  has  always  fuccecJed,  to 
give  hints  in  proper  places  of  your  allowing  me  to 
fome  degree  of  perfonal  acquaintance  with  you, 
and  I  owe  to  it  mofl  of  the  a2;recable  hours  I  pafled 
at  Spa  this  Sianvier,,  where  they  were  ;  I  had  Itrong 
temptations,  efpecially  at  that  dillance,  to  give 
myfelf  high  airs  this  way  j  but  findingfhebare  men- 
tion of  my  having  been  receiveJ  by  you  in  a  moft 
Vol.  V.  II  obliging 
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obliging  manner,  was  enough  to  do  my  bufinefs, 
and  it  being  a  fact  I  could  make  oath  of,  I  kept 
within  due  bounds.  Her  grace,  who  would  be  the 
moft  agreeable  woman  in  England^  though  fhe  were 
not  the  handfomeft,  has  honoured  me  with  her 
compliments  to  you  with  a  walking  ftick,  the  ma- 
nufacture of  Spa,  where  fhe  had  it  made  for  you, 
and  I  ouwht  to  have  delivered  it  two  months 
ago;  accidents  prevented  my  leaving  this  place, 
and  it  is  not  certain  when  I  can;  fo  that  I  muft 
fend  it  to  you  by  the  firft  proper  opportunity,  but 
could  no  longer  delay  your  pleafure  in  knowing 
it,  and  hers,  when  you  fhall  acknowledge  it.  If 
I  can  be  of  any  furt  of  fervice  to  you  on  this  fide, 
your  commands  will  find  me  at  St.  yames's  Cojffee- 
houfe.  I  am.  Sir,  your  moft  obliged  humble  fer- 
vant, 

CHARLES    COOTE. 


LETTER    XLVIIL 
Dr.  Sheridan    to   Dr.  Swift*. 

DEAR    SIR,  Dec.  ao,  1733. 

J-  OURS  I  recelvedy  and  if  it  was  not  that  I 
have  a  good  deal  of  company  to  fup  at  my  houfe  upoa 
beefgrijkins^  I  would  go  and  play  a  game  of  back- 
gammon with  Mr.  IVorral's  tables,  and  be  after 
imnning  iome  of  Mrs,  JVorrals  coin  ;  I  would  not 
fear  to  win  a  crown-piece  of  her  money  by  playing 
fix-pencc  half  penny  a  time.  She  is  a  very  good  body, 
and  one  that  I  have  a  great  value  for :    I  wifti  my 

*  iuJorfed,    '=  Pr.  Sheridan  <  infnlence  in    prerumiiig 
10  atifwer  my  eloquent  ^>'^tfr«;V//;/;/." 

fpoufe 
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fpoufe  were  but  half  as  good,  but  of  this  I  fhall  fay 
nothing  more  till  meeting.  I  hope  my  goflip  De- 
latty's  fpoufe  is  upon  the  ?nending  band,  for  they  tell 
me  (he  has  been  lately  much  out  of  order.  She  is  as 
good  a  woman  as  ever  breathed.,  and  it  is  a  thou- 
fand  pities  that  any  thing  fhould  ail  her.  God 
Almighty  ?f//7;/;^r  w^//;  fori  am  fur  e  iffhezc^w/ 
eff.,  the  doctor  would  not  meet  with  her  fellow,  I 
hope  nothing  alls  her  but  a  hrujli. 

To-morrow  I  eat  a  hit  with  Mr.  and  Mrs, 
M^Gwyre:  if  you  will  make  one,  you  will  get  as 
hearty  a  welcome,  as  if  you  were  their  own  father , 
for  no  body  fpeaks  better  of  you  than  they.  My 
humble  fervice  to  all  friends  and  to  yourfelf,  is  the 
requeft  of  yours  to  command, 

THADY  O  SULIVAN. 
I  lodge  hard  by  the  Shovel  in  Francis-Street. 


LETTER     XLIX. 
Dr.  Swift  to  Mrs.  P  i  l  k  i  n  g  t  o  n. 


Y< 


MADAM,  1733. 


O  U  mufl:  fliakc  off  the  leavings  of  your  fex. 
If  you  cannot  keep  a  fccrct  and  take  a  chiding, 
you  will  quickly  be  out  of  my  f{)here.  Corrigible 
people  are  to  be  chid  ;  thofe  who  are  otherwife, 
may  be  very  fafe  from  any  leclures  of  mine:  I 
fhould  lathcr  chufc  tu  inoulge  them  in  their  follies, 
than  attempt  to  ftt  them  right.     1  dtluc  you  m.jv 

R  2  ixt 
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not  inform  your  hufband  *  of  what  has  paft,  for 
a  reafon  I  fhall  give  you  when  I  fee  you,  which 
may  be  this  evening,  if  you  will.  I  am  very  fin-* 
cerely  your  friend, 

J.   SWIFT. 

LETTER    L. 

The  Bifhop  of  Clogher-j-  to  Dr.  Swift. 

Mr.   DEAN,  Clogher,  June  25,  1734. 

A  HAVE  a  letter  of  yours  of  a  very  long 
^atej,  and  fliould,  it  may  be,  out  of  good 
manners  have  anfwered  it  long  fince  ;  but  I 
thought  it  would  be  better  to  delay  the  an- 
fwer  i  was  then  ab!e  to  make  to  our  firft  private 
meeting,  which.  I  thought  might  be  foon  ;  and  for 
the  fame  reafon  that  delayed  m^e  then,  I  fhall  pu.t 
off  my  defence  til!  I  have  the  pleafure  of  half  an 
hour's  private  converfation  with  you,  when  I  think 
I  {hall  be  able  to  clear  myfelf  from  the  heavy 
charges  you  bring  againft  me  j    and  therefore,  not 

•  T'.iis  Letter  was  occafioned  by  fome  accounts 
from  LmdoHy  relative  to  Mr,  Pilkington,  which  Mrs. 
Pilhingtcn  has  given  us  at  large,  vol.  i.  p.  105. 

•f  Dr.  Sternt. 

X  That  Letter  of  Dr.  Z-i.mft\  was  dated  in  July  J  733, 
and  printed  by  Johnjlon  in  1765,  No.  57.  As  I  have 
had  occafion  to  refer  to  this  codedion  of  Letters,  I 
ihall  embrace  this  opportunity  of  acknowledging  an  er- 
ratum which  efcapsd  my  obfervation  in  the  hurry  of 
tranfcribing  them  for  the  prefs.  The  fecond  paragraph. 
No.  69.  begini  thus,  "  Lord  Batk^  &c."  read  Lord 
BaPhurJl,  &c. 

to. 
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to  take  any  farther  notice  of  that  letter,  I  fhall, 
in  anfwer  to  your  laft,  which  I  received  by  laft 
poft,  return  you  my  thanks  for  your  having 
taken  the  fame  care  about  the  fixty  pounds, 
which  at  your  requeft  I  lent  "Joe  Beaumont^ 
whofe  circumftances  at  that  time  I  was  pretty 
much  a  ftranger  to,  as  you  have  taken  about 
the  money  you  lent  him  on  the  fame  occafion ; 
iand  as  this  fliali  ferve  for  a  full  difcharge  of  all 
demands  I  have  on  ^oc\  execution*,  lo  I  Ihall 
take  it  as  a  favour,  if  you  will  take  on  you  the 
trouble  of  difpofing  of  that  fum  of  fifty  pounds, 
as  an  augmentation  to  your  own  charitable  fund, 
or  to  any  other  charitable  ufe  you  fhall  judge  pro- 
per, and  that  I  defire  may  be  without  any  mention 
of  my  name. 

If  you  defire  an  acquittance  in  any  other  form, 
be  pleafed  to  draw  one,  and  I  will  fign  it.  I 
fhall  be  proud  of  a  vifit  in  this  mountainous  coun- 
try, being,  notwithflanding  any  coolnefs  or  mif- 
underffanding  that  has  happened  between  us,  as 
much  as  ever  your  afFecSlionate  friend  and  fer- 
vant, 

JOHN   CLOGHER. 

*  This  execution  was  againll  the  heirs  or  repre- 
fentatives  of  Mr.  Beaumont,  who  had  died  feveral  years 
before  the  dace  of  this  letter. 


R 


I 


(  246  ) 

LETTER    LI. 
Dr.  Sheridan  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DE  ARMIS  TER  DE  AN  June  2S,  1734. 


EXPECTURE  anfer  an  da  fuUone  abo 
ut  mi  monito  de.  Times  a  re  veri  de  ad  nota  do 
it  oras  hi  lino;at  almi  e  Itate.  Mire  fe  ver  cannas 
vel  res  ad  e  villas  a  peni.  Curfim  I  fe  fora  prime 
minis  ter.  Cantu  res  a  Sum  at  ab  an  curfu  de  an. 
Atri  do.  Uno  mi  de  arde  annuo  me  agro  at.  Itis 
hi  time  tot  hinc  ope  in  it.  I  ama  non'  eft  manicae, 
ac  nave  is  mi  averfio  ni  de  clare. 

Ad  unis  at  mi  do  ore  fora  Sum  10  on  da  nat  ur- 
rije,  ab  umbelicum  in  at  his  ars,  as  redi  as  ac  at  is 
at  amo  ufe,  ora  rati  fe,  orabat. 

lambicum  as  mutas  a  Statu  ;  as  laenas  ara  que  ; 
as  de  a  fas  an  ad  aris  ;  as  hse  a  vi  as  an  afils  ;  as 
quzeras  a  due  ;  aft  emas  alam  ;  as  de  ad  as  a  do 
orna  ilis  ;  as  infipidas  de  ad  vi  negaris  ;  ora  po- 
tato in  me.  I  re  membri  vas  o  na  time  as  qui  cafa 
fieat  a  laedis  belli  ;  as  meri  as  a  Philli  ;  as  fullo 
pleas  ac  id;  as  fullo  meretrix  as  ac  it  en  is,  oras 
ab  a  boni  na  capis.  I  rite  fi  miles  ufe  e,  cantu 
ritum.  Udi  ne  at  urfe  de  at  mi  o  ufe.  I  vah  belli 
fullo  meato  en  ter  tenus  fit  fora  nil  ordinis  equi 
page.  Uva  ftomachi  me  ope.  Here  is  ab  illo 
fare.  Ago  ufe.  A  paro  dux.  Sum  fis  his,  as  a 
paro  foles.  A  paro  places.  Apud  in.  Afri  cafei. 
Arabit  aftu  in.  Neu  pes.  Neu  beans.  Alam  pij 
fit  fora  minis  ter  o  ftate.  Acus  tardis  aft  it  abit  as 
at  artis.  Afri  teris  mi  de  lite.  Mi  liquor  iftoc 
que,  it  coftus  api  Stola  quarti  a  verrit.  A  quartos 
ac.     Margo  ufe  claret  as  fine  as  a  rubi.     Graves. 

Lac 
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Lac  ritna  Chrlfti.     Hoc.     Cote  rotae.     Sum  Cy- 
prus.    As  fine  Sidera  fe  ver  Id  runcat  at  aveme. 

Praebe  fpecus  a  Superaturus.  Summas  par  a 
gufto  eat.  Sum  colli  flo  ures,  ac  ab  age  laetis  fora 
Sal  ad.  Invita  laedito  accum  pani  ureverens,  nota 
praeter,  nota  coquet.  A  grave  matronis  pro  per 
fora  grave  de  an,  an  da  dodtor,  an  das  cole 
mas  ter. 

I  ritu  a  verfe  o  na  molli  o  mi  ne. 

Afla  laflTa  me  pole,  a  laedis  o  fine, 

I  ne  ver  neu  a  nifo  ne  at  in  mi  ni  is, 

A  manat  a  glans  ora  fito  fer  diis, 

De  armo  lis  abuti  hos  face  an  hos  nos  is. 

As  fer  a  fal  illi,  as  reddas  aro  fis, 

Ac  is  o  mi  molli  is  almi  de  lite, 

Illo  verbi  de,  an  illo  verbi  nite. 

I  figo  imus  te  cato  turn  an  dumus  trans  ac  are 
penfe  exceptive  illuc.  I  fi  pie  in  geftitis  fora  ne- 
gat  eas  ter.  Notabit  fora  cardami,  norabit  fora  di 
fe  i,  as  migra  num  has  fed  forti  times. 

1  nono  nues  ofFa  ni  m.omento  ritu  buttabata  ilis 
o  ver  at  Dans  fie.  In  Itali  an  in  Germani  merce 
nari  es  defertum  e  veri  de.  O  ne  gener  alis  de  ad 
2C  an  non  bullit  hue  offis  hae  ad.  A  fle  et  is  prss 
par  in  fora  fe  fite.  Mc  ni  Si  eges  ara  carri  in  o  nat 
his  lime. 

Mi  Magis  as  meri  as  an  apis.  Hae  do  es  fe  a 
quae  cur  a  quce  cur  a  cur.  Hx  is  caper  in  in  ac 
age  me  do  Sali.  Abit  ob  re  ad  is  gener  ali  his  fu- 
per,  ora  livor  ofFa  lambis. 

Mifer  vifto  alat  o  me,  excufe  mi  has  tej  Fors 
ver  an  de  ver  ures 

TOMAS  SER  ID  AN.     ' 

Afri  de  at  en  ac  locat  mi  Studii. 

R4 
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LETTER    LII. 

The  Earl  of  O  x  r  o  R  d  to  Dr.  S  w  i  f  t, 

GOOD  Mr.  DEAN,  Dcver-ftreet,  Aug.  8,  1734. 

T  is  now  fo  long  fince  T  have  troubled  you  with 
a  letter,  that  I  am  almoft  quite  afliameJ  to  do  it 
now;  but  the  truth  of  the  cafe  is  this,  I  cannot 
be  longer  cafy  any  further  to  defer  my  making  my 
due  aclcnowledgmcnts  to  you  in  the  beft  manner 
I  can,  for  the  many  kind  remembiances  I  hav€  re- 
ceived from  under  your  own  hand,  and  your  oblig- 
ing notice  of  me  in  your  letters  to  Mr.  Pcpr, 
&CC.  It  was  an  extream  great  pleafurc  to  me  to 
iind  that  1  Ptill  maintained  a  (hare  in  your  thoughts, 
that  I  was  fliil  worthy  to  receive  your  commands ; 
I  did  my  befl,  I  did  a!l  that  lay  in  my  power  to 
obey  them  ;  I  wifh  there  had  been  better  fuccefs. 
I  allure  you  this,  that  there  is  no  perfon  (I  fpeak 
v/ithcut  excepting  one )  whofe  commands  I 
would  more  readily  obey  than  yours;  I  hope  you 
will  be  fo  good  as  to  indulge  me,  and  make  ufe 
of  your  power  often  ;  I  value  myfelf  not  a  little 
upon  this  fcore,  and  you  fee  here  how  eafy  it  is 
fjr  you  to  make  one  happy,  which  is  more  than 
can  be  firid  of . 

I  fliall  now  take  the  liberty  to  talk  to  you 
a  little  upr  n  family  affairs  ;  and  my  encourage- 
ment to  do  it  proceeds  from  this,  th^it  ever  hnce  I 
have  been  fo  fortunate  to  be  acquainted  v/ith  you, 
you  have  in  the  kindeft  manner  always  taken  a 
part  in  whatever  fortune  befel  me  or  my  family. 

Indulge  therefore  the  fondnefs  of  a  father  to  de- 
tain you  fo  long  as  to  give  a  fincere  friend  fome  ac- 
count 
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count  of  the  compleatlng  a  great  work,  the  difpo- 
lal  of  an  only  daughter  in  marriage,  and  in 
times. 

The  whole  affair  was  conducSted  with  as 
care  and  confideration  as  we  were  ccpablt  ■ 
when  we  looked  over  and  weighed  the  man- 
fers  that  had  been  propofcd  to  us,  and  v/hat  ior:  .: 
creatures  they  were  compofed  of,  thic  perfoi!  wc 
have  nov/  chofen  had  the  faircil  ani  moit  un- 
exceptionable character,  and  as  his  compofit.o/i  is 
the  moft  unlike  the  generality  of  the  young  g-ntie- 
men  of  this  age,  v/hich  you  will  think  vvas  no 
fniall  ingredient  towards  our  approbaticn  of  hiin  ; 
as  I  hope  and  long  much  to  fee  you  in  England^  i 
believe  when- you  fee  the  duke  *  you  will  be  pieafed 
with  him,  and  you  jvill  not  diGipprove  of  our 
choice  ;  as  he  is  free  from  the  prevailing  qualifica- 
tions of  the  prefent  fett  cf  young  people  ofquaiity, 
fuch  as  gaming,  fliarping,  pilfer.ng,  lying,  (^c.  U'c. 
fo  on  the  contrary,  he  is  endowed  with  qualifica- 
tions they  are  firangers  to;  fuch  as  juftice,  honour, 
excellent  temper  both  of  mind  and  body,  r  nr.bi 
jity,  living  well  with  his  ov/n  fp.mil)  :  and  tue 
manner  in  which  he  propofed  himlelf  was  uhat 
became  a  gentleman  and  a  man  of  honour.  I  bus 
you  fee  I  have  given  you  a  long  account  of  this 
affair,  and  the  reafons  v/hich  induced  us  to  con- 
fent  to  this  match.  1  flatter  myfelf  that  you  will 
not  be  difpleafcd  with  the  account  I  have  given 
you  of  the  gentleman  to  whom  we  have  given  our 
daughter. 

My  wife  and  my  daughter  defireyour  acceptance 
of  their  humble  fervice,  with  many  wifhes  for  the 
enjoyment  of  your  health,  and  would  be  very  glad 
to  fee  you  over  here. 

*  The  late  duke  o^ Portland, 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Pope  has  been  upon  the  ramble  above  thcfc 
two  months :  he  is  now  with  my  lord  Peterborough 
near  Southampton^  where  he  propofes  to  ftay  fome 
time.  This  morning  died  IVillis  bifhop  of  JVln- 
chejler ;  and  is  to  be  fucceeded  by  Hoadley^  and  fur- 
ther I  cannot  fay. 

Pray,  has  Mr.  'Jehh  got  any  preferment?  I  waa 
very  glad  to  hear  that  he  had  a  (liare  in  your  good 
opinion :  I  hope  he  has  done  nothing  to  forfeit  it. 
What  has  prevented  Mr.  Faulkner  from  fending 
over  your  works  *?  he  promifed  to  fend  them  over 
the  end  of  laft  May  at  the  fartheft.  I  am  with 
true  regard  and  efteem,  Sir,  yourmoft  obliged  and 
moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

OXFORD. 

*  Thefa  were  the  iirft  four  volume"  in  oflavo,  which 
were  aftually  revifed  and  correfted  by  S-wift  himfelf, 
as  indeed  were  afterwards  the  two  fubfequent  volumes, 
printed  by  Faulkner  la  the  year  1738:  and,  what  is 
very  furprifing,  thefe  fix  volumes,  as  far  as  they  run, 
are  ftill  by  many  degrees,  notwithftanding  they  want  at 
prefent  many  illufirations,  the  beil  edition  of  the  Dr.'s 
Works  now  extant.  Jf  any  one  doubt  this  let  him 
compare  Cadenus  and  VaneJJa,  or  the  poem  on  the  South- 
Sea  Project  as  printed  by  Faulkner,  with  the  Englijh 
edition  ;  efpecially  the  latter. 
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LETTER     LIII. 
Lady    H  o  w  T  H   to   Dr.    Swift. 

SIR,  Kilfane,  near  Kilkenny,  Aug.  15,  1734; 

J.  O  fhew  you  how  much  I  covet  your  corre- 
fpondence,  I  would  not  even  give  myfelf"  time  to 
reft;  for  gratitude  obliges  me  to  return  you  thanks 
for  all  your  favours,  in  particular  your  laft,  which 
quite  cured  me  of  my  cold.  1  can,  as  yet,  give 
you  no  account  of  this  country,  but  that  I  have 
been  mightily  hurried,  fettling  my  little  family. 
We  all  got  fafe  here  on  Monday  night ;  and  this 
day  was  the  fair  of  Bennet's  Bridge,  where  I  had 
two  gentlemen  on  purpofe  to  look  out  for  a  pad 
for  you,  but  there  was  not  one  to  be  got ;  but  if 
there  be  any  fuch  thing  to  be  had  as  a  good  trot- 
ter, fuch  a  one  as  I  know  you  like,  I  will  have  it. 
I  don't  know  whether  you  will  be  as  free  in  writ- 
ing as  you  are  in  fpeaking;  but  I  am  fure,  were 
I  at  your  elbow  when  you  read  this,  you  would 
bid  me  go  to  a  writing  fchool  and  a  fpelling  book. 
My  lord  joins  me  in  begging  you  will  accept  of 
cur  beft  wifhes  ;  and  hope  you  will  believe  me  to 
be,  what  I  really  am,  your  affedlionate  friend  and 
humble  fervant, 

LUCY   HOWTH. 


E 
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LETTER     LIV. 
Dr.  Site  Ri  DAN   to   Dr.  Swift* 

DR  DAY  ANN  Aug.  16,  1734. 


Y  E  mafh  aimed  ofF  knott  wry  tin  two  yew 
bee  four  Butt  may  knee  bees  knees  fees  hind  red 
fow  Inn  trick  Kate  Eye  cud  knot.  Ewer  Ink  ly 
nation  Eye  no  two  wards  ewer  fry  ends  Toby  O 
there  Vv^il'e.  Ha  !  view  Spoak  a  knee  Prop  hofe 
av/1  too  Dock  tore  Cocks  comb  Eye  may  Ann 
White  comb  a  bout  they  Dean  a  wry  off  Kill 
jmower  a  fhit.  I  few  heave,  right  two  Their  ever 
end  Deck  tore  She  rid  Ann  Inn  cad  ell  Ham  ill 
tunn  knee  are  Kill  ice  and  draw  inn  they  Count 
eye  Caw  van.  Eye  a  mag  owing  two  Bell  turbet 
tv/o  meet  they  ten  Ants  off  Drum  lean  too  race 
heave  mow  knee  butt  Eye  fare  Ice  hall  me  taw  a 
par  fell  off  M  T  Pock  heats.  Cap  tinn  Ham  ill 
tunn  mad  dumb  Ham  ill  tunn  Ann  dye  v/are  a 
beau  tinn,  Ann  dye  Ned  inn  a  gaze  ay  beau  a  pun 
a  paft  Eye  maid  off  any  Sun.  Oui  mun  See  your 
Ann  very  tea — Cant  ycv/  right  all  a  mode  a  France 
hay  ? 

The  upper  part  of  this  letter  muft  be  read  by 
my  miftrefs  to  you,  who  has  a  key  for  it,  I  mean 
her  tongue  ;  but  you  muff  have  patience  with  her, 
for  fhe  cannot  fee  well  without  fpcctacles;  and 
when  fhe  has  them  on  fhe  cannot  read  well,  and 
when  fhe  docs  read,  flie  cannot  fpeak  well,  as 
having  an  impedimeht  in  her  fpcech,  which  was 
occafioned  by  a  fright  in  the  nurfery.  A  little 
before  I  go  to  Dublin  i  intend  to  kill  a  buck,  and 
fend  you    fcne   of  it.     Mr.   Hamiilon  has   pro- 

mifed 
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mifed  me  that  favour.  He  has  the  beft  and  fatteft 
venilon  I  ever  tailed  ;  and  the  fineft  boat,  and 
the  fineft  fituation,  and  the  fineft  houfe,  and  the 
fineft  hall,  and  the  fineft  wits  and  children,  and 
the  fineft  way  of  living,  I  ever  met.  You  live  in 
Dublin  among  a  parcel  of  rabble ;  I  live  at  Caftle 
Hamilton  among  genilemen  and  ladies :  you  live 
upon  chaftld  mutton,  I  live  upon  veiiifon  :  yoix 
drink  Benicarlo  v/ine,  I  drink  right  French  Mar- 
goux :  you  hear  nothing  but  noife;  V/itij  ravifh- 
ing  mufic  my  ears  are  delighted.  If  you  were  here 
you  would  never  go  back  again.  I  fancy  that  I 
never  (hall  j  and  that  I  /hall  be  able  foon  to  keep 
my  coach,  and  to  bring  you  down  into  this  ely- 
iium,  which  is  both  my  tafte,  and  my  choice. 

Pouvoir  choifir,  &  choifir  le  meilleur,  ce  font 
deux  avantages  qu'a  le  bon  gout.  C'eft  done  un 
des  plus  grands  dons  du  ciel  d'etre  ne  homme  de 
bon  choix.  And  to  give  you  a  fample  of  my  good 
choice,  I  chufe  to  end  with  this  French  maxim, 
having  no  more  to  write,  but  my  love  to  my  mif- 
trefs,  and  fervice  to  all  friends.  Eye  am  ewers  to. 
the  day  of  judgement, 

THOMAS  SHERIDAN. 
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L  E  T  T  E  R    LV. 

Mrs.   Pendarves    to   Dr.   Swift. 

SIR,  Little  Brook-Street,  Sept.  9,  1734. 

X  FIND  your  correfpondence  is  like  the  fing- 
ing  of  the  nightingale ;  no  bird  fings  (o  fweetly, 
but  the  pleafure  is  quickly  paft,  a  month  or  two  of 
harmony,  and  then  we  lofe  it  till  next  fpring  :  I 
wifh  your  favours  may  as  certainly  return.  1  am, 
at  this  time,  not  only  deprived  of  your  letters,  but 
of  all  other  means  of  enquiring  after  your  health, 
your  friends  and  my  correfpondents  being  difperfed 
to  their  fummer  quarters,  and  know  as  little  of 
you  as  I  do.  I  have  not  forgot  one  mortifying 
article  on  this  occafion  j  and  if  your  defign  in  ne- 
glecting me  was  to  humble  me,  it  has  taken  effect: 
could  i  find  out  the  means  of  being  revenged,  I 
would  moft  certainly  put  it  in  execution  ;  but  I 
have  only  the  malice  of  an  incenfed  negle6ted  wo- 
man, without  the  power  of  returning  it.  The 
laft  letter  I  writ  to  you  was  from  Glocejier,  about 
a  twelvemonth  ago;  after  that  I  vjcnx.  to  Long- 
Leat  to  my  lady  Weymouth  ;  came  to  town  in  'Ja- 
nuary^ where  I  have  remained  ever  fince,  except 
a  few  weeks  I  fpent  at  Sir  ^John  Stanley  ■&  at  North- 
End,  the  Delviile  of  this  part  of  the  world.  I  hope 
Naboth's  Vineyard  flourifhes :  it  always  has  my 
good  wifiies,  though  I  am  not  near  enough  to  par- 
take of  its  fruits.  The  town  is  now  empty,  and  by 
Tiofl  people,  called  dull  ;  to  me  it  is  juft  agreeable, 
or  I  have  moft  of  my  particular  friends  in  town, 
ind  my  fuperfluous  acquaintance  I  can  very  well 
pare.     My  lord  Carteret  is  at  Hawncs ;  niy  lady 

Carteret 


(    255    ) 

Carteret  is  in  town,  nurfing  my  lady  Dyfart,  who 
is  brought  to-bcd  of  a  very  fine  fon,  and  in 
hopes  of  my  lady  Wcymouth\  -being  foon  under  the 
fame  circumftance.  I  have  not  feen  my  lord 
Bathurji  fince  I  was  at  his  houfe  in  Glocejhrjhire: 
that's  a  mifchief  I  believe  you  have  produced  ;  for 
as  long  as  I  could  entertain  him  with  an  account 
of  his  friend  the  Dean,  he  was  glad  to  fee  me; 
but  lately  we  have  been  great  ftrangers.  Mrs. 
Donnellan  fometimes  talks  of  making  a  winter's  vi- 
fit  to  Dublin^  and  has  vanity  enough  to  think  you 
are  one  of  thofe  that  will  treat  her  kindly  :  her 
lofs  to  me  will  be  irreparable,  befide  the  mortifi- 
cation it  will  be  to  me  to  have  her  go  to  a  place 
where  I  ftiould  fo  gladly  accompany  her.  I  know 
(he  will  be  juft,  and  tell  the  reafons  why  I  could 
not,  this  year,  take  fuch  a  progrefs.  After  hav- 
ing forced  myfelf  into  your  company,  it  will  be 
impertinent  to  make  you  a  longer  vifit,  and  de- 
ftroy  the  intention  of  it ;  which  was  only  to  afTure 
you  of  my  being.  Sir,  your  moft  faithful,  and 
obliged  humble  fervant, 

M.  PENDARVES. 
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LETTER    LVI. 

Pickle  Herring  to  Mr.  F a i; l k n e r *. 

s  I  R  H  A  t, 

-TIRE N'T  you  the  rafcal,  that  makes  fo  free 

with  my  family  ? Had   you  once  recollected 

that,  gracelefs  and  defpifed  as  he  is,  that  fame  fer- 
jeant  KiteX  was  my  brother,  and,  however  marr'd 
in  the  making,  was  born  to  be  as  great  a  man  as 
myfelf.  Had  you  thought  with  what  vengeance  a  man 
in  my  high  ftation  can  efpoufe  any  one's  quarrel, 
and  efpecially  that  of  a  finking  brother,  durft  you 

prefume  to   run   thefe  lengths? Mark  what  I 

am  going  to  fay  ;  bitter  is  the  forrow,  hot,  four, 
and  cutting  is  the  fauce  you  are  to  tafte  after  your 
merry  conceits  on  my  poor  brother;  and  what 
mortal  can  expeft  better,  that  meddles  with  the  very 
worft  of  the  family  of  the  Pickle^  ? — Recolledt  at  laft 
and  tremble  !  whom  haft  thou  offended  and  ftirred 

up  to  wrath,  thou  little  pitiful  fvvad  ? More 

would  I  fay  to  thee,  but  that  I  take  thee  right,  I 
look  upon  thee  only  as  the  foul  pipe  through  which 
the  filth  and  naftinefs  of  a  whole  nation  is  fquirted 
in   the  teeth  of  my  unfortunate  brother,    the  un- 

*  Endorfed  by  Dr.  Sivift,  "  An  excellent  droll  pa- 
per." 

-f  This  humorous  letter,  although  addrefled  to  Mr. 
Faulkner,  was  ultimately  defigned  for  the  entertainment 
of  Dr.  S^Lvift. 

X  Bettcjvjorthy  ferjeant  at  law,  whofe  charadler  is 
well  known  tor  ciie  affault  he  made  upon  Dr.  Snjjift  in 
the  year  1733,  was  frequently  perfecuied  by  the  young 
f  oets  ucder  the  name  ot  ferjeant  Kite. 

7  lucky 
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lucky  gracelefs  dog,  that  has  brought  all  this  oft 
himfelf;  bur,  alas,  my  brother!  —  But  however 
provoked,  are  your  fcribling  fpit-fires  never  to  be 
fatisfied  ?  one  (Lould  think,  that,  by  this  time, 
if  the  poor  foul  had  not  enough,  they  certainly  had  ! 
Is  it  not  fufficicnt  for  thcdi  to  i'ee  a  man  of  learn- 
ing and  law,  a  man  of  fingular  inimitable  elo- 
quence, a  man  of  unparallel'd  graceful  a£tion,  a 
man  of  unfpeakable,  inconceivable  truth,  jultic^ 
and  finccrity,  exemplary  religion,  ftridt  virtue, 
nice  honour,  and  ftcMling  worth  in  general  paft 
finding  out;  I  fa)',  is  it  not  fufficient  to  fee  a  lumi- 
nary like  this  now  (hining  in  meridian  luftre,  but 
anon  fee  for  ever  in  a  puddly  cloud?  Is  it  not  fuf- 
ficient to  fee  him  fo  unniiifked  and  ftigmatized,  that 
he  can  be  no  longer  a  tool  even  for  a  ourt-lharper, 
and  (what's  worft  of  all  for  him)  no  longer  to  be  in 
pay  with  them  ?  Is  it  not  fufficient  to  fee  his 
poor  fkuil  (God  help  it!)  incurably  bumped  and 
bulged  by  that  damnable  bounce  of  his  againft  the 
pulpit-cornifh  ?  Is  it  not  fufficient  to  fee  with 
what  pain  and  fhame  he  wriggles  along  by  that  con- 
founded fplinter  of  the  bar,  he  lately  got  thruft 
into  his  a — ,  and  which  has  left  him  a  running  fore 
to  his  dying  day?  Js  it  not  fufficient  to  fee  him, 
all  the  lart  term,  walk  about  in  merry  fadnefs  an 
idle  fpe£lator  in  the  courts,  where  he  wv.s  not  re- 
tained even  for  his  moft  noted  talent  of  dirt-lling- 
er  ? — O  you  fwarms  of  green  counfcls  and  attor- 
neys, I  wonder  not  to  fee  you  ported  about  IdUr''s 
Corner^  looking  fharp,  us  dinnerlefs  men,  for  a 
lucky  pop  on  a  client ;  but  why,  oh  !  whv,  flioiiJd 
this  ever  be  the  cafe  of  my  haplefs  brother?  O 
Fortune,  P'ortune,  cruel  are  thy  fports  !  —  Is  it 
not  fufficient  to  fee  him  doal-ly  tormented  in  put- 
ting a  good  countenance  on  treatment,  which  13 
inwardly  gnawing  and  confuming  hiiu  ?  in  which 
Vow  V.  S  ftacc 
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ftate  his  whole  comfort  is,  that,  for  half  a  fcorcr 
years  at  leaft,  his  confcience  could  never  uphraid 
him:    oh  the  comfort  of  an  eafy  confcience ! — 
Is  it  not  fufHcient  to  fee  him  at  Ba'lyfpellan^  and 
every  where  he  goes,  the  common   butt  of  gibe, 
wink,   and  titter  ?    Is  it  not  fufficient,    that  after 
what  has  been  flvino;   about   fmce  he  left  it,   he 
knows  not  how  to  (hcv/  his  face  in  town,  nor  how  ta 
ftand  the  infinite  mortifications,  he  is  to  meet  with 
this  winter  ?    Is  it  not  fufficient,  that  as  his  cafe 
ftands,  it  is  the  ferjeant  againft  all  the  world,  and 
all  the  world  againft  the  ferjeant  ?   Wretched  cafe,' 
when  a  creature  has  not  even  the  cheap  relief  of 
common  pity  !  And  is  not  all  this  fufficient?    No,- 
the  virulent  crew  tell  me,  that  as  long  as  the  terrible 
tumour  in  his  breaft  continues  hard,   the  cauftick 
and  corroiives  muft  be  ply'd,  and  that  none,  but  in- 
judicious quacks,  would  talk  of  emollients  and  le- 
nitives, until  fome  at  leaft  of  the  corrupt  and  faeiid 
matter  is  difcharged.     In  fhort,  they  tell  me,  that 
as  lens  as  the  caufe  remains,   and  the  world  likes 
the  operations,  the  cure  muft  go  on  the  fame  way  \ 
Well,  go  on  yc  fcoundrds,  go  on!  and  make  him 
as   v-^retched  and  contemptible  as  you  can  !    and 
when  you  have  done  your  worft,  I'll  make  a  pro- 
vifion  for  him  that  fliall  alarm  you  all ;  fhall  make 
fome  burft  with  envy,  and  others  to  look  on  hint 
with  a  merry  face,  whom  fo  long  they  behcid  with 
hatred  and  derifion. 

To  keep  neither  him,  nor  the  world  longer  in- 
fufpence,  know  ye,  that  I  will  take  him  home  to 
myfelf,  and,  after  a  little  of  my  tutoring,  not  a 
turn  in  his  intellects,  expreffion,  or  a^lion  (which 
now  are  the  fubje£l:  of  fatire)  that  fliall  not  foon 
become  matter  of  high  panegyrick.  O  ye  do.;s 
you,  I'll  fet  him  over  all  your  heads  !  I'll  advance 
him  to  a  place  of  performance,  which  he  was  born 

o  for. 
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for,  and  which  (however  he  thought  of  it  all  the 
while)  he  was  not  ill-bred  to  :  anu  there  he  is  fure 
to  meet  with  the  honour  and  applaufc  he  might  in 

vain  expect  on  any  other  ftage. c — - 

As  for  your  part,  little  pert  whipper-fnapper, 
Faulkner^  is  it  bafe  fear,  or  is  it  unfufferable  va- 
nity in  you,  to  talk  of  corre6lion  from  the  hands 
of  my  brother?  Had  you  been  any  thing  above 
the  forry  remnant  of  a  man,  you  might  perhapSi. 
come  in  for  the  honour  of  a  gentle  drubbing ;  but 
a  little  rafcal,  that  has  already  one  leg  in  the 
grave,  what  fa cisfailion  or  credit  would  it  be  to 
him  to  beat  thee  abominably,  or  even  flay  thee 
outright?  No,  but,  Sirha,  if  our  brother  Doctor 
Anthony*  were  alive, — rot  you,  in  fpite  of  your 
rafcally  Keven-Ba'it^  and  your  fcribling  janifTaries, 
he  fliould  fet  up  his  wheel  juft  before  your  doorj 
and  on  his  pole,  thruft  up  your  fundament,  he 
fhould  twirl  you  about  till  your  brains  tumbled 
down  into  the  hollow  of  your  wooden  fhin-bone, 
and  till  all  the  bones  in  your  fkin  rattled  and 
fnapped  like  pipe-ftoppers  in  a  bladder.  Take  that 
from  your  fworn  and  mortal  enemy, 

PICKLE  HERRING. 

Cork,  Sept,  the  24th,  1734. 

*  A  whimfical  cod  kind  of  man,  who  had  abun- 
dance of  low  humour,  and  frequently  ufed  to  entcrtdia 
the  fchool-boys  and  populace  with  his  harangues  and 
pieafantry,  mounted  upon  a  ladfler  in  fome  coiner  of  a 
llreet.  He  died  about  eigiu  or  ten  years  before  the  date 
of  this  letter. 


S 
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LETTER    LVII. 
Sir  William   Fownes   to  Dr.  Swift*. 

SIR, 

1  HERE  are  a  fort  of  gentlemen  who,  aftef 
great  labour  and  coft,  have  at  laft  found  out,  that 
two  difties  of  meat  will  not  coft  half  fo  much  as 
five  or  fix,  and  yet  anfwer  the  end  of  filling  the 
bellies  of  as  many  as  ufually  fed  upon  the  five 
or  fix. 

I  have  confidered  that  a  like  fort  of  redu£lion  in 
other  articles  may  have  the  like  proportion  of 
good  effect :  As  for  inftance,  when  any  one  be- 
fpeaks  a  pair  of  fhoes,  a  pair  of  ftockings,  or  a 
pair  of  gloves,  they  (hould  befpeak  a  pair  and  a 
half  of  each,  and  make  ufe  of  thefe  turn  about: 
1  am  very  confident  they  will  anfv/er  the  end  of 
two  pair;  by  which  good  management  a  quarter 
part  of  the  expence  in  thofe  articles  may  be  faved. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  objeded,  that  this  is  a  fpoilino- 
of  trade:  to  which  1  anfwer,  that  when  the  ma- 
kers of  thofe  forts  of  ware  {hall  reduce  their  rates 
a  quarter  part  (inftead  of  enhanfing  them,  as  has 
been  done  in  fome  late  years  unreafonably)  and 
now^  ought  to  be  reduced  according  to  the  rates  of 
wool  and  leather ; 

Then  it  may  be  reafonable  to  befpeak  two  pair 
inftead  of  a  pair  and  a  half. 

Another  objedfion  may  be  ftarted  as  to  gloves, 
with  a  query,  Which  of  the  hands  ihall  be  obliged 
with  two  gloves  ?  To  this  I  a.nfwer,   That  gene- 

*  Endorfed,  *'  A  humorous  projeif." 

rail/ 
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rally  the  left  hand  is  ufed  but  feldom,  and  not 
expofed  as  the  other  to  many  offices ;  one  of 
which  in  particular  is  the  handing  of  ladies.  For 
thefe  reafons,  two  gloves  ought  to  be  granted  to 
the  right  hand. 

There  are  many  other  frugal  improvements, 
which,  as  foci;  as  I  have  difcourfed  Thcnias  Turner 
the  quaker,  who  is  now  upon  finding  out  the 
longitude,  and  farther  imprt-ving  the  latitude,  I 
(hall  be  able  to  dimonftrate  what  fort  of  meat, 
and  the  joints,  will  beft  anfwerthis  frugal  fchcme, 
as  likewiff  in  cloathing,  ar-d  other  p;.rts  of  good 
ceconomy  ;  and  they  fhall  be  communicated  to  you 
b^,  Sir,  your  moft  humble  fervant, 

PHILO   UM.. 

From  my  obfervatory  in  the  Parliament  houfe, 
Oa.  i8,  1734- 


LETTER    LVIir. 

The  Reverend  Marmaduke    Philips    to 
Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  Marflon  in  Somerfet/hire,  Nov.  2,  1734. 

x  OU  may  be  afTured  that  I  (hould  not  have  de- 
nied mvfelf  fo  long  the  plcafure  oi'  that  great  pri- 
vilege and  favour  you  allowed  me  at  our  parting, 
of  correfponding  with  you  vvhilfl  1  flaid  in  Eng- 
land^ but  that  I  waited  to  give  you  fome  account 
of  the  fuccefs  of  your  kind  and  fiendly  negotia- 
tions for  me  in  the  letter  you  were  fo  good  to  give 
flie  to  lord  Orieiy,  and  that  I  could  iiot  do  before 

S  3  tliis 
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this  week;  for  though  I  delivered  my  credentials 
to  hi^  lorcifnip  near  a  month  ago,  yet  we  did  not 
talk  over  the  iffair  till  very  1  tely  ;  for  as  I  thought 
It  mv  duty  to  wait  his  tinr.e  and  leifure,  I  did  not 
prefb  him  for  an  anfwer;  and  as  I  have  all  th  :  rea- 
fon  in  the  world  to  imagine,  from  the  manv  friend- 
ly offers  you  have  done  me,  that  you  would  re- 
joice i!t  any  good  that  may  befal  me,  fo  I  can  at 
length  tell  you,  that  it  was  as  favourable  a'  I  could 
well  wiih  for,  confidering  every  thing-  and  cir- 
cumftan- e  attending  that  affair ;  for  it  feems  the 
fcheme  in  relation  to  Mr.  Tayhr^s  giving  my  mo- 
ther and  me  fo  much  money  for  our  good  will 
in  the  leafe,  can  never  take  place,  for  many  very 
good  reafons  his  lordfhip  gave  me,  which  are  too 
tedious  now  to  trouble  you  with  j  and  therefore 
he  only  told  me  in  gen^jral  terms,  that  as  he 
thcLiiiht  our  cafe  a  litt!e  hard  and  fevere,  fom.e- 
wh.'t  or  other  at  the  expiration  of  the  leafe  muft 
be  done  for  me,  but  in  whar  manner  it  was  not 
poflibi"  for  him  yet  to  fay;  which  furtly  was  as 
much  ' .'  any  confcionable  and  reafonahle  man  (and 
God  fc  rbid  that  I  fhouid  ever  prove  otljerwife) 
could  ey[e6t :  in  (hbr  ,  his  kind  reception  of  me  at 
^arjhn.,  and  the  handfome  manner  he  has  behaved 
himfelft:  wards  me  in  e\  ery  particular  Hnce  I  came 
to  him,  has  been  like  lord  Orrery  himielf :  and 
now  to  whom  rr,uft  I  attribute  all  this  ?  not  to 
any  merit  or  conduft  of  my  ov/n,  for  T  am  con- 
fcious  of  none,  but  to  the  worthy  de.in  of  .S/.  Pa~ 
iricFs,  who  takes  delight  in  doing  all  the  good 
he  c:>n  to  h.  fe  v.'ho  have  the  invaluable  happinefs 
and  honour  of  being  acquainted  wi'h  him;  and 
therefore  v/hat  a  monfter  of  ingratitude  fliouid  I 
b-:-  not  to  ack:  owled^e  the  channel  through  which 
this  intended   bounty  of  his  lordfli-p  is   to  flow  to 

me, 
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me,  let  it  be  more  or  lefs  ?  No!  agpofco  fontem\ 
for  without  controverf)',  you  have  h;en  the  iiicans 
of  brinninc:  all  this  abovit :  for  which  I  (liall  fav 
no  more  (being  hut  bitter  bad  at  making  fpeeches) 
but  the  Lord  reward  you,  and  to  aflure  you,  eood 
fir,  that  this  your  a6l  of  fricndfhip  mmi':t  et  manebit 
aha  nicnte  rtpojlum.  His  iordfhip  told  rne  that  he 
vvould  anfwer  yeur  letter  very, foon  ;  and  as  his 
pen  and  head  infiniiciy  tranfcend  mine,  it  is  liictly 
you  will  have  then  a  clearer  and  better  account  of 
this  matter  than  I  can  pclTibly  give  you. 

1  have  been  under  an  unfpeaicable  concern  at  an 
account  1  lately  faw  from  Ireland  of  a  return  of 
your  old  di.'orders  of  giddinefs  and  deafneis  \  but 
I  ftill  flatter  myfclf  that  it  is  not  fo  bad  vv^ith  you 
as  my  fears  have  reprt>fentcd  it,  which  makes  me 
long  im  atiently  to  hear  how  vou  really  are;  but 
I  am  in  hopes  your  ufnal  medic'ma  ^ymnnftka  will 
carry  it  off;  if  it  does  not,  more  the  pity  fay 
I,  and  fo  will  all  fay,  I  am  confidtnt',  that  know 
you  ;  but  ilirely  ten  thoufand  times  more  pity  is 
it  that  you  are  not  'ike  one  o?  Gtiliiver's  Struld- 
brttgs^  immortal  ;  but  alas  !  that  cannot  be,  fuch 
is  the  conJition  of  miferaMe  man  ;  which  puf^ 
me  of; en  in  mind  of  the  following  lines  I  have 
fomewhere  or  other  met  with,  which  I  apply  nov\^ 
and  then  to  myfelf,  by  way  of  cordial. 

What's   pad',    we   know,    and  what's  to  come, 

muft  be, 
Or  good  or  bad,  is  much  the  fame  to  me ; 
Since  death  mufl  end  mv  joy  or  mifery, 
Fix'd  be  mv  thoughts  on  immortality. 

But  hold  !  1  believe  I  begin  to    preach;    and   it's 
well  if  you  dui't  think  by  this  time  that  I  imagine 

JS  4  myfelf 
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tnyfelf  in   Rgthen-ny  *  pulpit  inftead   of  writing  a 
letter  to  the  dean,  and  therefore  I  forbear. 

I  know  vvritinj;  in  your  prcfent  circumftances 
niMft  be  fo  very  troublerome  and  uneafy  to  you, 
that  I  am  not  quit:  fo  ur.reafonable  as  to  expe(3:  it 
from  )ou;  but  vhencver  your  health  permits  you, 
it  will  be  asi  infinite  p'eafure  and  fau^fadtion  to 
me  to  hear  from  you  ;  and  tht  fafeft  way  of  fend-' 
.inof  a  letter  to  me  v/ili  be  under  cover  10  lord  Or^ 
rery^  at  MarJ}on^  ne^r  Froome  in  Swierjiifmre.  I 
fiiall  trouble  von,  fir,  w  th  my  compliments  to  my 
very  good  friends  and  ncig'ibours  ladv  JLhefon  and 
her  mother,  for  whom  I  have  a  very  ^eal  eftoem  and 
value,  and  alfo  to  Dr.  Hcljlaw  anu'  his  hidy,  and 
with  my  very  affe-flionate  K^ve  2,nd  fervice  to  all 
my  Sunday  companions  at  the  deanry  f. 

I  havc^  no  novelties  to  entertain  you  with  from 
hence  j  for  here  we  lead  a  very  retired  and  per- 
fectly rural  liie:  but  when  !  get  10  London  (which 
I  believe  will  not  he  ti!l  after  Chrijlmas^  becaufe  as 
1  am  within  ten  or  a  dozen  miles  of  Bath^  I  have 
fome  thoughts  of  making  a  trip  thither,  and  try 
what  good  thofe  waters  wi'l  do  me)  you  may  depend 
upon  having  an  account  of  what  palfes  in  the  poli- 
tical and  learned  world  that  is  poliiblc  for  me  to 
come  at  and  convey  to  you,  and  i  hope  to  be  then 
honoured  with  ail  your  commifiions  and  commands 
in  that  place  ;  for  (  wiih  for  nothing  more  than  an 
opportunity  of  fhewiiig  with  how  much  gratitude 

•  M'-.  Pbilips^s  benefice,  about  three  mi!es  from 
Dublin. 

t  It  was  cuflomary  for  the  Doftor's  friends  and  ac- 
qnr.intanct;  to  vifit  him  on  Sunday  afternoans,  and  i'pcnd 
the  evt'ninp;  with  him  ;  fo  th.it  e/eiy  one  who  was  at  lei- 
iurc  to  go  thete,  waa  fjre  of  meeting  variety  oi  good 
company, 

and 
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and  true  efteem  for  all  your  favours,   I  am.    Sir, 
your  moft  obedient  and  much  obliged  humble  fer- 

MARMADUKE  PHILIPS. 

I  have  feen  your  friend  Mrs.  Cope  at  Bath^  and  {he 
defired  me  to  fend  her  compliments  to  you. 


LETTER    LIX. 

Mrs.    Pendarves    to    Dr,    S  w  i  f  t. 


I 


SIR,  St.  Mary's  Square,  Glocefter,  Nov,  20,  1734. 


AM  truly  concerned  at  your  having  been  fo 
much  outof  or(ier  :  i  moft  heartily  v.i(h  you  con- 
ftaiit  health  and  happinefs,  though  that's  of  little 
\i{e  to  you,  and  only  ferves  to  do  honour  to  myieif, 
by  fli' wing  I  know  hov;^  to  prize  what  is  valuable. 

I  fhould  have  returned  vou  thanks  much  fooner 
for  the  favour  i)f  your  lalt  letter;  but  when  I  re- 
ceived ic  i  was  preparing  for  my  journey  hither, 
and  have  ever  fmce  had  fo  sreat  a  difordei  in  one 
of  my  eyes,  that  till  th's  moment  1  have  not  been 
able  to  make  my  acknowledgments  to  you.  I 
won<Ier  you  Ihould  be  at  a  lofs  for  a  region  for  my 
writing  to  you  ;  we  all  lo\  e  honour  and  plealure: 
were  your  letters  dull,  do  you  imagine  my  vanity 
would  not  be  fond  cf  currefponding  with  the  dean 
of  St.  Patrick'^}  But  the  laft  realbn  you  give  I 
like  beft,  and  will  ftick  by,  which  is,  that  I  am 
a  more  conftant  nymph  than  all  your  goddeli'es 
of  much  longer  acquaintance  ;  and  furthermore 
I  venture  to  promife  you  are  in  no  danger  of  re- 
ceiving a  Boutade^   if  that  depends  on   my   will. 

As 
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As  for  thofe  fafting-days  you  talk  of  *,  they  are 
I  confefs,  alluring  baits,  and  I  (hould  certainly 
have  been  wirh  you  in  three  pacquets,  according 
to  your  commands,  could  I  cither  fly  cr  fvvim  : 
but  I  am  a  heavy  lump,  deftined  for  a  rev/  years 
to  this  earthly  element,  and  can't  move  about, 
v-'-tV.-  Mt  the  concurrent  aHiftance  of  Icvcral  ani- 
nv  ^re  very  expend ve. 

Inc  -bufmefs  :  As  foon  as  I  received  your 

letter,  I  v:.i.t  to  ynur  brother  Laafdoujn^  andfpoke 
to  him  about  the  duke  of  Cbondois.  He  d  fired 
me  to  make  his  compliments  to  ycu,  an  i  to  tell 
you  i;e  V  i\s  very  font  be  C(.iild  be  of  no  fervice  to 
yo.u  in  that  affdir  ;  but  he  h 's  had  no  manner  of 
corrcfpono'ence  or  even  acquaintance  with  the 
duk?  rhefe  fifrern  -eirs.  I  have  put  it  however 
into  hands  that  vi-il)  jierfue  it  d.ligently,  and  I 
JiOj.e  obtain  for  )o\i  what  you  de{nt  \  if  they  do 
riot  fucceed,  you  muft  not  call  me  negligent  ;  for 
v/hafeve.'  lies  in  my  power  to  ferve  you,  ic  of  too 
liiui  h  confequence  for  me  to  neglect. 

i  have  lefi  my  good  friend,  and  your  humble 
fe:vant,  Mrs.  DoixncUan^  behind  me  in  London^ 
W:  ere  Ihe  neets  v\ith  little  entertainment  fuitable 
ti'  her  underibndmg  ;  and  flie  is  a  much  fitter 
cniT  panion  for  the  Dublin  'Thurjday  Society  than 
fcii  the  trifling  company  fl':e  is  now  engaged  in  ; 
arid  \  wifi)  you  had  her  with  you  (fnice  I  can't 
have  h:r)  becaufe  1  know  fhe  would  be  happier 
than  wh  ic  f>.e  is,  and  ny  wilh  I  think  no  bad 
one  for  you.  Neither  my  eyes  nor  paper  will  hold 
out  any  longe  \  I  am,  Si',  your  moll  faithful 
Jiumble  fervant, 

M.    PENDARVES. 

I  beg  my  compliments  to  all  your  friends. 

*  /.  e.  Dining  upon  two  or  three  diihes  at  the  deanry ; 
wb'ch  in  comparifon  of  magnificent  tables  the  Doii^tor 


ulcd  to  call  falling 
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LETTER    LX. 

******    to    Dr.   Swift. 

SIR,  Montrofe,  Dec.  J  7,  1734. 

O  O  A/I  E  people  here  having  flattered  me  that  I 
have  a  genius  for  poetry,  and  my  circumilances  a 
little  favouring  it,  I  have  refolved  to  turn  my 
thoui'his  that  way  :  I  have  already  tried  my  ta- 
leiu  on  fume  little  amufements,  and  have  had  the 
pleafure  in  fecret  to  fee  them  preity  well  received  j 
but  few  here  beino;  much  converfant  in  that  ftudy, 
can  be  proper  jud-es  ;  and  as  I  would  not  venture 
my  character  abroad  in  the  world  without  tiic  ad- 
vice of  thofe  who  have  fucceedf-d  in  it,  I  thought  I 
cou'd  not  more  properly  ap  ly  than  to  vou,  who 
have  been  pretty  happy  that  way.  What  I  mean 
is,  thjt  you  would  be  pleafed  to  furniili  me  Vv-ith  a 
theme  to  try  my  gemu: ,  with  whac  rules  you  may 
think  ntceH'ary.  I  expect  vour  compliance  with 
this,  as  it  ic  the  firll,  at  leaft  of  this  nature,  you 
ever  had  from  vhis  place ;  and  as  foon  as  it  is 
finifhed,  you  may  expert  a  copy  of  the  pciform- 
ance  from.  Sir,  your  mod:  humble  fervant, 

•\  As  this  letter  feems  to  have  been  written  by  f^me 
ve'Y  young  adventurer  in  poetry,  w?  chive  t  •  fuporefs 
the  name  at  prefent,  efpec'ally  as  we  cannot  tell  what  an^ 
fvver  he  receiv  d  from  Dr.  Sivift,  or  ubether  afterwards 
he  applied  himlelf  uith  fucccf,  to  Jpollo  ar.d  the  Wufes, 
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LETTER    LXI. 

Dr.  Sheridan  to  Dr.  Sv/ift. 

DEER    SOAR,  Dec.  25,  1734, 

XL  Y  E  ray  moved  mice  elf  too  May  jor  Par  rots 
yes  ftair  day  morn  in  Two  mete  they  ten  ants  oit 
Drum  lean,  two  pea  me  fum  Mow  knee  dew  off 
Michael  Mais  and  March  Gale.  Eye  fup  hofe 
Eye  (hall  race  heave  a  bout  to  hun  drca<l  pounds, 
or  they  raw  bouts.  Eye  am  fore  Eve  two  here 
ewer  health  is  knot  bet  her.  Eye  wood  heave  yew 
take  foiVie  ray  maid  Eyes  firft,  and  then  go  in  afh 
hays  tv/o  week  low,  where  Eye  no  yew  will  bee 
as  well  come  as  a  knee  1  t  in  n-e  land.  Yew  no 
eye  prow  mifs  faid  tro  riiiht  yew  a  Nun  in  tell  liege 
eve  bell  Let  her.  He  writ  is.  Eye  main  afs  crop 
cff  it. 

Duglidge  gravelfon  meltronimon  bagaron  re- 
fonfa  fore  monra  pe  nos  fatas  epronfa  car  filomen 
fezindo  crapenter  forami  danfa  prezina  mentre  fo- 
ga  ni  fon  im  contra  fcrez  imilo  fsik  mitigan  naftico 
dna  cifa  melifnot  dlor  calica  doen  ap  fagen  gefonda 
refilo  namis  fendo. 

I  fuppofe  by  this  time  thofe  laft  fix  lines  have 
given  you  amufement  enough  ;  and  to  put  you  from 
iarthcr  labour,  J  tell  you  hoaeftly,  that  they  have 
no  meaning  at  all.  So  let  them  pafis  for  a  Chrifl- 
mas  trick — But  I  defire  that  do6ior  Heljloam^  and 
fome  other  friends,  may  take  a  turn  at  them  ;  for 
it  is  not  reafonable  that  you  fhould  be  at  all  the 
trouble. 

Mr.  Hamlltc-r,  is  glad  the  venifon  got  fafe  to 
you  i  it  was   carried  by  a  Qoyxmy-Cavan  man  in 

X  I.  e.  One. 

the 
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t'he  75th  yfear  of  his  age,  who  went  off  on  Ifed- 
nefday  morning,  was  back  with  us  on  F.aturday 
night,  in  all  104  miles.  —  He  was  much  iiff'onted 
that  a  young  fellow  was  propofed  for  the  e.  pedi- 
tion T  here's  a  Qonuty-Cavan  man  for  you. 

As  for  myfelf,  I  am  grown  thirty  years  younger, 
by  no  other  method  than  e:!ting,  drinking,  and 
breathing  free!y  in  this  FJyfium  of  the  univerfe, 
Happy  will  it  be  for  you  (if  I  misjudge  not,  and 
very  feldom  I  do,  as  you  yourfelf  can  wimefs,  who 
have  known  me  above  fixteen  years,  and  1  believe 
a  little  more,  if  my  memory  fails  me  not,  as  I 
have  no  reafon  to  thii.k  it  does ;  for  I  do  not  find 
it  in  the  leaft  impaired)  to  convey  yourieU  into 
the  flneft  apartnent  of  our  Ely/htm,  1  mean  to 
CajUe  Hmnilion^  where  you  will  find  a  moft  hearty 
welcome,  and  all  the  delights  this  world  can  give 
— But  you  muft  take  me  along  v/ith  you. 

Nothing  could  give  me  greater  pleafure  than  to 
hear  that  your  innocent  fubjects  of  the  KiVin  Rayl* 
efcaped  the  gallovvcj,  in  fpite  Bettifworth  f  and  all 

his  add  hay  rents If  he  were  to  make  them  a 

holiday,  it  fhould  make  one  for  me  and  my  boys 
like  wile. 

Sunday  we  had  a  very  hard  froft — Yetlerday 
mornino-  fair — The    afternoon,    all    nigrht,    and 

this  morning  to  ten,  was  rain Now  lair  again, 

but  lowring. 

*  Dr.  5-i'.'//>  ofc-o  to  c?.ll  the  people  who  lived  in  the 
liberty  ot  St.  Patrick's  his  fubjci-'ts :  and  without  difoute 
tliey  would  li^ive  fought  up  to  their  knees  in  blood  for 
him. 

•f-  The  rit;ht  fpelling  of  this  name  is  Bettefworthy 
connanlly  pronounccii  as  a  woul  of  two  fyllaules,  until 
Uin\f  pnf.Tis  had  come  out  a;j3inll  him,  and  then  Mr, 
Bct.'efworth  ^\?iei.\ii6  to  niononnce  ir  as  three  fyllables,  to 
whah  this  fpelling  by  I):.  Sheridan  alludes. 

We 
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We  are  juft  now  going  to  dinner  at  captnirt 
Pirrott's,  where  your  health  is  never  omitted,  both 

as  Dean  and  Drapier 1  forgot  to  tell  you  that 

there  is  a  Drapier's  Club  fixt  in  Cavan  of  about 
thirty  good  fighting  fellows  ;  from  whence  I  re- 
mark you  have  the  heart  of  Ireland.     Vid.  Grier- 

fon's  new  map. There  is  another  Cavan-Bayl 

f©r  you. 

1  have  no  more  to  trouble  you  wl'h,  but  my 
good  v.'ilhes  for  your  long  health  and  h.ippinefs* 
I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  molt  obedient  humble  fer- 
vant, 

THOMAS  SHERIDAN. 

If  you  go  out  of  town  before  T  return^  leave  the 
key  of  your  ibong  box  with  JaneXt  that  I 
may  put  my  money  among  yours. 


LETTER    LXn. 
Mrs.  DoNNELLAN  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  London^  January  19,   1734-5* 


.^  I  Y  brother  tells  me  you  are  fo  good  to  en- 
quire after  me,  and  to  fpeak  in  a  very  kind  manner 
of  me,  which  as  it  gives  me  the  grcateft  pleafurc, 
fo  it  laifes  in  me  the  hir^heil  gratitude.  I  find  I 
have  a  great  advantage  in  being  very  inconfider- 
aMe  ;  I  dare  believe  people  fincei-e  when  they  pro-* 
fefs  themfelves  my  friends  ;  I  conftder  I  am  not  a 
wit,  a  beauty,  nor  a  fortune  ;  then  why  fliould  I 
be  flattered  ;  I  have  but  two  or  three  qualities  that 
I  value  myfelf  upon,  and  thofe  are  fo  much  out  or 

f  Dr.  Svji/Ti  cook-maid. 

^  fafhiottj 


(      271      ) 
fafnion,  that  I  make  no   parade  of  them  :  I  am 
very  ilncere,  I  endeavour  to  be  grateiul,  and  i 
have  juft  fenfe  enough  to  diicern  ruperior  merity 
and  to  be  delitrhted  with  the  leaft  approbation  fioni 
it.     My  brother,  fnme  time  ago,  gave  me  hopes 
of  receiving  a  letter  from  }U)u,  but  he  now  tells 
me  your  ill  ilate  of   health  has  made  writing  un- 
eafy  to  you.     [  grieve  much  at  my  lofs,  but  more 
at  the  occafion  of  it ;  and  I  write  now  only  to  re- 
turn  my  beft  thanks  for  your  good  opinion  and 
defigns,  not  to  folicit  new  favours,  or  give  you 
the  trouble  of  anfwering  this.      I  hope  next  Sum- 
mer to  be   in  Irclmjfl^   where  I  lliall  expedt  to  re- 
ceive your  anfwer  in  perfon,  when^  the  fun  with 
ks  ufual  bleflings  fliall  give  us  this  additi-;)nal  one 
of  reftoring  you  to  that   ftate  of  health   that  all 
thofe  who  liave  the  happinefs  of  knovvm^  you,  ei- 
ther as  a  friend  and  companion,  or  lover  of  your 
country,  muft  with  the  greateil:  earneltnefs  dcfie. 
You  Will  laugh  perhaps,  fir,  at  my  faying  I  h  pe 
to  fee  Ireland  this  year  ;  indeed  the  gent-rali.y  of 
Gur  country  foiks  who  fpcud  a  li'tle  time  here,, 
and  get  into  any  tolerable  acquaintance,  feem   tor 
Forget  they  have  any  other  country,  till  a  knaviih 
receiver  or  their  breaking   renants   put  them   m 
mind  of  it ;  but  I  ailure  you  1  have  fo  little  of  the 
jine  lady  in  me,  that  I  prefer  a  fociable  evening  in 
Dublin  to  all  the  diverfions    of  London^  and  th-e 
converfation  of  an  ingenious  friend,  though  in  a 
black   gown,  to  all   the  powdered  toupees  at  5/« 
'Ja?ms\.   Wiiat  has  kept  me  feven  years  in  London, 
is  the  duty  I  owe  a  very  good  mother,  of  giving 
her  my  company  ftnre  fhc  tlcfircs  it,  and  the  con- 
venicncy  I  enjoy  with  her  of  a  houfe,  coach,  and 
Servants,    at  my  command.      I  fuppofe,    fir,  v  >\x 
know  that  Mrs.  Pendarves  has  been  for  fome  tune 

at 
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at  Glocejitr:  (he  has  preferred  a  pious  vifit  id  a  Tick 
mother  in  a  dull  country-town  to  London  in  it3 
gayeft  drefs  ;  (he  tells  me  {he  defigns  next  month 
to  return  to  us  ;  the  only  uneafmefs  I  fliall  have  iii 
leaving  London  is  the  parting  with  fo  valuable  and 
tender  a  friend  ;  but  as  (he  proniifes  me,  that  if 
I  ftay  in  Ireland  (he  will  make  it  another  vifit,  I 
think,  for  the  good  of  my  country,  I  muft  leave 
her.  But  whilft  I  am  indulging  myfelf  in  telling 
you  my  thoughts  and  defigns,  1  Ihould  confider  1 
am  perhaps  making  you  a  troublefome  or  unfea- 
fonable  vifit;  if  fo,  ufc  me  as  all  impertinent 
things  (hould  be  ufed  ;  take  no  notice  of  me  :  all 
I  defigned  in  writing  to  you,  was  to  let  you  know 
the  high  fenfe  I  have  of  all  your  favours,  and  that 
I  am,  with  the  greateft  gratitude  and  elteem,  Sir, 
your  moft  obliged  obedient  humble  fervant, 

H.  DONNELLAN. 


I  beg  you  will  be  fo  good  to  give  my  beft 
wKhes  and  fervices  to  Dr.  Delany  and  Dr. 
HelJhiVn. 
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^    LETTER    LXIII. 
From  fome  unknown  Gentleman  to  Dr.  Swift  *. 

REV.    SIR,  Jan.  21,  1734-5. 

A  HIS  letter  is  not  to  return  you  country  thanks 
for  your  royal  bounty  to  the  army  of  Farnajfus, 
Every  body  knows  that  Louis  the  14th  built  and 
endowed  the  nobleft  foundation  in  the  world  for 
his  invalids ;  we  in  imitation  have  our  Greenwich^ 
CJulfea^  and  Killmainham;  and  'twas  but  fit  that 
the  king  of  poets  fliould  provide  for  his  jingling 
fubjedls,  that  are  fo  maimed  and  wounded  in  re- 
putation, they  have  no  other  way  of  fubfiftencef. 
The  occafion  of  this  is  as  follows  :  This  evening 
two  learned  gentlemen  (for  aught  I  know)  laid  a 
wager  on  the  matter  following,  and  referred  it  to 
you  to  decide;  viz.  Whether  Homer  or  Tacitus 
dcferves  mod  praife  on  the  following  account ; 
Homer  makes  Helen  give  a  charader  of  the  men  of 
gallantry  and  courage  upon  the  wall  ;  but,  as  if 
it  were  not  a  fine  lady's  province  to  defcribe  wif- 
dom  in  UlyJ/es,  the  hero  of  his  fecond  poem,  he 
makes  Antenor^  the  wifeft  of  all  Troy^  interrupt 
her.  The  pafl'age  in  Tacitus  is  as  follows,  viz. 
On  this  year  died  Junia^  being  the  fixtieth  after 
the  Philippi  battle,  wife  to  Cajfiui^  filler  to  Brutusy 
niece  to  Cato,  the  images  of  twenty  houfes  were 
carried  before  her,  £5V.  Sed  prcefulgcbant  Brutus 
4?'  Cajjiusy  eo  ipjo  quod  imagines  eorum  non  vifebantur, 

*  This  letter  is  endorfed,   Whimjical,   and  little  in  it . 
■\  The  writer  feems  to  allude  to  S^'ift^s  then  defjgncd 
holpital  for  idiots  and  lunaticks. 

Vol.  V.  T  Thefe 
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Thefe  gentlemen  beg  they  may  not  have  apart- 
ments afTigned  them  in  your  obfervatory.  Your 
moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

T.  L.  P. 

Be  pleafed  to  direct  To  the  Reverend  Mr,  Birch 
at  Rofcrea. 


LETTER    LXIV. 
Dr.  Sheridan  to  Dr.  Swift. 

Feb.  25,  1734-5. 

Fy  brew  Harry  Z5,  1734-5. 
RAVE  E'ER  END  DAY  ANN, 

X-j  Y  E  fan  fee  they  Rake  order  is  a  deel  a  tory 
jant  ill  man,  bee  caufe  he  mite  heave  fcent  his  o 
pin  eye  on  beef  o'er  this.  Yew  no  eye  heave  fum 
mow  knee  too  pea  mifs  teer  Hen  a  wry,  Ann 
damn  inn  hay  eaft  tub  ring  Matt  Eyrs  twack  on 
clue  fhun.  Eye  maid  a  nap  point  meant  two  Bee 
at  they  Dean  a  wry  tun  eye't,  butt  am  pray  vent 
head  buy  a  ten  ant  in  Jew  red  buy  Ann  at  Urn  I, 
buy  home  eye  muft  and.  Eye  am  ewer  mow  ftob 
ay  dy  ant  Ann  dumb  bell  ferve  aunt, 

Tom  afs  She  rid  AnOo 
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LETTER    LXV. 
Mrs.  Pratt  to  Dr.  Swift, 

SIR,  London,  April  4,  1 7  35. 


I 


THINK  you  know  me  fufficiently  not  to 
doubt  of  a  letter  any  way  coming  from  you  being 
acceptable  ;  therefore  any  omiflion  but  that  cannot 
fail  of  an  excufe  from  me,  whofe  friendfhip  is  plea- 
fingly  gratified  by  the  honour  of  having  it  returned 
from  one  of  your  diltinguifhing  talents  and  merit, 
whofe  life  I  wifti  to  preferve,  but  wifh  more  to 
make  it  agreeable  to  you  by  the  full  enjoyment  of 
health,  friends,  fortune,  and  fituation  ;  and  my 
next  defirc  fliould  be,  that  I  had  a  power  to  con- 
tribute to  your  attainment  of  any  of  thefe  corn- 
forts. 

Your  kind  enquiries  in  relation  to  myfelf,  only 
juftify  taking  up  your  time  with  fo  infignificant  a 
fubjeil,  which  I  (hall  be  particular  upon  merely  in 
obedience  to  your  commands. 

I  have  no  obligations  to  the  Courts  nor  am  likely 
to  have  any  ;  I  have  to  my  Lord  Shelburne^  whofe 
houfe  in  London  is  my  fettled  habitation  ;  though 
I  am  afraid  two  years  will  put  an  end  to  my  good 
fortune,  the  leafe  of  the  houfe,  which  is  an  old 
one,  being  then  expired  ;  and  fo  perhaps  may  be 
that  of  my  life,  which  I  have  been  long  tired  of. 
Added  to  my  lord  Sbelburne's  favours,  I  have  great 
and  many,  more  than  I  can  exprefs  here,  to  the 
duchefs  of  Buckin^ham^  whofe  table  is  my  conftant 
one,  and  her  coach  much  oftener  mine  than  I  afk 
for  it;  bcfides,  fetching  me  every  day,  and  bring- 
ing me  home,  makes  me  fliare  in  public  amufe- 

T  2  ment 
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merits  without  expencej  and  in  Slimmer  the  variety 
of  change  of  air,  which  her  ftation  impowers  her 
to  take,  and  more  her  inch'nation,  to  impart  to 
her  friends  the  benefit  of,  who  cannot  fail  of  being 
fo  to  her,  if  they  have  merit  enough  to  be  capable 
of  being  obliged  by  the  moft  agreeable  fmcere  man- 
ner to  engage  approbation  and  gratitude:  then  I 
hope  you  think  I  have  enough  to  do  juftice,  both 
in  my  thoughts  and  adfions,  to  one  fo  worthy  of 
iti  I  am,  Sir,  your  fincerely  obliged  and  affec- 
tionate humble  fervant, 

H.   PRATT. 


LETTER    LXVI. 
Dr.  Sheridan  to  Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR    SIR,    .  April  5th,  1735. 

Among  all  the  reft  of  Mrs.  Sheridan's  dia- 
bolical proceedings,  flie  is  at  this  juncture  carry- 
ing on  an  intrigue  of  marriage  between  her  daugh- 
ter    and  a  iinical   thorough  fop  *  *  *  * 

*  *  *  *  For  Heaven's  fake,  as  you  have  been  my 
bcft  friend,  talk  to  the  monfter  upon  this  occafion 
(for  it  is  the  town  talk)  fhe  will  not  know  how 
you  came  to  know  it ;  and  among  other  queftions 
defire  her  to  produce  her  daughter's  work  for  thefe 
two  years  paft,  and  you  will  find  not  the  fourth 
part  of  a  poor  fpider's  day  labour.  This  I  have 
been  from  time  to  time  prefling  for  to  no  purpofe, 
becaufe  prevented  out  of  fpight  to  me  ;  yet  every 

b ~h   in  town   are  advocates  againft  me,  as  I 

cannot  drink  mountain,  fnivel,  complain,  and  out- 
lie  the  father  of  lies.  I  beg  you  will  only  obferve 
her  damnable  hypocritical  countenance  vvhcn  you 

charge 
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charge  her  with  this,  and  if  you  do  not  fee  it  tranf- 
formed  into  a  mafk  in  one  inftant,  I  will  forfeit 
all  title  to  your  friendfliip.  Thus  have  I  been 
linked  to  the  Devil  for  tv/enty-four  years,  with  a 
coal  in  my  heart,  which  was  kindled  in  the  firft 
week  I  married  her,  and  could  never  by  all  my  in- 
duftry  be  extinguifhed  fuice.  For  this  caufe  I  have 
often  been  charged  with  peevilhnefs  and  abfence 
among  my  beft  friends.  When  my  foul  was  un- 
eafy,  every  little  thing  hurt  it,  and  therefore  I 
could  not  help  fuch  wrong  behaviour.  You  were 
the  only  one  who  had  an  indulgence  for  me.  And 
now  I  earneftly  afk  this  laft  friendfhip;  (fori  fhall 
be  afhamed  to  r,fk  any  more)  that  you  will  inter- 
pofe  your  authority  to  prevent  what  may  prove  a 
greater  affliilion,  if  poflible,  than   my  marriage. 

Mrs. was  fo  charitable  as  to  give  me  a  hint 

of  this  affair,  and  at  the  fame  time  her  advice  to 
hurry  away  that  girl  as  foon  as  I  poflibly  could.  I 
did  not  know  what  method  to  take  before  this  in- 
ftant  that  Mrs.  Perott  has  invited  my  two  eldeft 
daughters  to  her  houfe  till  fuch  time  as  I  may  be 
fettled  at  Cavan.  She  is  a  lady  the  beft  houfewlfe 
in  Ireland,  and  of  the  beft  temper  I  ever  knew. 
Her  daughters  are  formed  by  her  example,  fo  that 
it  is  impofTiblc  to  place  them  where  they  will  have 
a  better  opportunity  of  learning  what  may  be  here- 
after of  real  advantage  to  them.  Dear  fir,  I  (hall 
impatiently  wait  your  advice  ;  for  my  affairs  here 
require  a  longer  attendance  than  I  expe£ted.  You 
will  be  fo  good  as  to  let  me  know  from  Mr.  L'lngcn 
whether  the  Duke  of  Dorfet\  letter  be  come  in  an- 
fwer  to  the  lords  juftices,  that  I  may  hurry  to  Dub- 
lin ;  for  people  are  here  impatient  at  having  their 
children  fo  long  idle.  J  am  apt  to  believe  that  if 
you  put  this  matter  in  what  \\q\\X.  you  think  pro- 
per to  the  lord  chancellor,  he  will  not  infift  upon  a 

T   3  punclilio, 
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pundlilio,  which  may  prove  a  great  lofs  to  me. 
The  bifhop  of  Killmore  can  produce  a  letter  I  think 
fufficient  to  juftify  their  excellencies  the  lords 
juftices  in  granting  us  patents. 

I  wifh  you  long  health  and  happinefs,  and  (hall, 
dear  fir,  ever  have  a  grateful  fenfe  of  your  friend- 
fhip,  and  be  with  all  refpedt,  your  moft  obedient 
and  very  humble  fervant, 

THOMAS  SHERIDAN. 


LETTER    LXVII. 

Alderman   Barber   to   Dr.  Swift. 

DEAR  SIR,  Queen-fquare,  April  42,  1735. 

J.  T  was  with  great  pleafure  I  had  the  favour  of 
your  moft  obliging  letter  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Ri- 
chardfon^  agent  to  the  Irip)  fociety ;  for  as  I  am 
always  proud  to  receive  your  commands,  he  may 
depend  upon  any  fervice  I  can  do  him  that  is  in  my 
power  :  when  I  fay  this,  I  make  you  no  great 
compliment ;  for  as  that  gentleman's  merit  has 
raifed  bim  to  the  poft  he  now  enjoys  under  the  fo- 
ciety, it  is  hardly  to  be  doubted  but  that  his  inte- 
grity, and  good  conduct  for  the  future,  will  eafily 
preferve  his  intereft  in  that  body. 

I  am  very  forry  to  hear  that  your  old  complaints 
from  your  head  continue ;  and  the  more  fo,  be- 
caufe  ihey  have  deprived  your  friends  here  of  the 
great  pleafure  and  fatisfaction  of  feeing  you  among 
them,  which  is  a  fenfible  mortification  to  them  in- 
deed ;  but  I  am  very  much  pleafed  with  the  ac- 
count you  give  of  your  way  of  living,  becaufe  I 
am  a  living  inftance  how  the  ceconomy  you  are 
under  muft  necefiarily  preferve  your  life  many 
9*  years. 
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years.  I  have  the  gout  fometimes,  the  afthma 
very  mucli,  and  of  late  frequent  pains  in  my 
bowels  ;  and  yet,  by  keeping  in  a  conftant  regular 
\v'ay,  I  battle  them  all,  and  am  in  much  better 
health  than  I  was  twelve  years  ago,  when  four  top 
phyficians  pronounced  me  a  dead  man,  and  fent 
me  abroad  to  die.  I  ride  when  I  can,  but  not  in 
winter  ;  for  the  fogs  and  mifts,  and  cold  weather, 
murder  me.  I  drink  a  pint  of  claret  at  dinner 
(none  at  night)  and  have  a  good  flomach,  with  a 
bad  digeftion  :  but  I  have  good  fpirits,  and  am 
cheerful,  I  thank  God. 

I  beg  pardon  for  entertaining  you  fo  long  with 
my  infirmities,  which  I  would  humbly  apply. 
That  if  my  being  regular,  with  fo  many  diftem- 
pers,  preferves  me  to  almoft  a  miracle,  what  muft 
the  fame  method  produce  in  you  ? 

About  ten  days  ago  1  faw  Mr.  Pope,  who  is  very 
well  :  fo  is  the  lord  oi  Daw  ley*. 

It  is  a  melancholy  refle6lion  you  make,  how 
many  friends  you  have  loft  fince  good  queen  Anne''^ 
time.  Many  indeed  !  for  there  are  very  few  left. 
The  lofs  of  a  friend  is  the  lofs  of  a  limb,  not  to  be 
reftored.  Poor  lady  MaJJoam  among  the  reft.  Our 
friend  the  Dr.  f  I  am  afraid  did  not  take  the  care 
he  ought  to  have  done.  I  am  told  he  was  a  great 
epicure,  and  denied  himfelf  nothing.  Poffibly  he 
might  think  the  play  not  worth  the  candle.  You 
may  remember  Dr.  Garth  faid  he  was  glad  when  he 
was  dying;  for  he  was  we-iry  of  having  his  {hoes 
pulled  off  and  on.  As  for  niy  part,  I  am  refolvcd 
to  make  the  remains  of  my  life  as  eafy  as  I  can, 
and  fubmit  myfelf  entirely  to  the  will  of  God. 

You  will  give  me  leave.  Sir,  juft  to  congratu- 
late you  on  your  publick  fpirit  (and  for  which  all 

*  Bolinglroke.  -f-  Arbuthnott, 

T  4  man- 
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mankind  applaud  you)  in  ere<Sling  an  hofpital  for 
the  unhappy.  It  is  truly  worthy  of  your  great  foul, 
and  for  which  the  prefent  and  the  future  age  muft 
honour  and  revere  your  memory !  I  dare  fay  no 
more  on  this  head  for  fear  of  offending. 

That  God  Almighty  would  pleafe  to  reftore 
your  health,  and  preferve  you  many  years  for  the 
good  of  mankind,  is  the  hearty  prayer  of.  Sir, 
your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

JOHN   BARBER, 
My  fervice  to  Dr.  Delany. 

LETTER    LXVIir, 

Mrs.    Pratt  to   Dr.   Swift. 

SIS,  London,  April  2»,  1735« 


I 


WROTE  in  fuch  hafte  that  I  forgot  to 
make  my  lady  Savile's  acknowledgments,  which 
before  fhe  left  this,  (he  engaged  me  to  do  in  a  par- 
ticular manner  from  her,  by  affuring  you  that  (he 
IS  your  obliged  humble  fervant,  and  wiflies  you 
all  happinefs,  as  many  more  do  amongft  your 
friends  here.  Her  number  of  children  is  three, 
two  girls  and  a  boy  j  who,  thank  God,  feem 
promifing. 

My  lord  Shelburne^  who  is  juft  come  to  town 
for  two  or  three  days,  defires  his  fmcere  compli- 
ments to  you,  invites  you  next  June  to  an  empty 
town  houfe,  and  wifhes  that  accommodation  of 
removing  you  from  the  inconveniencies  of  a  lodg- 
ing, may  tempt  you  to  a  change  of  air,  and  to 
come  amongft  your  friends,     I  wifli  I  could  tempt 

yow 
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you  to  come  hither,  as  I  long  to  have  the  pleafure 
of  afluring  you  in  perl'on,  how  fincerely  I  am,  Sir, 
your  ever  obliged  and  moft  faithful  humble  fer- 
vant, 

H.   PRATT. 


LETTER    LXIX. 
Mrs.  DoNNELLAN  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  May  lo,  1735. 

J.  SHOULD  before  this  have  returned  you 
thanks  for  the  favour  of  your  letter,  but  that  I 
feared  too  quick  a  correfpondence  might  be  trou- 
blefome  to  you.  When  I  receive  a  very  great  ho- 
nour and  favour,  I  think  it  ungenerous  immedi- 
ately to  fue  for  another,  though  I  have  the  higheft 
fenfe  of  the  obligation. 

You  fay  you  want  me  to  aflert  your  right  over 
our  fex  ;  and  your  letter  is  fo  powerful  a  bribe, 
that  I  fear  I  fhall  give  them  up  to  you,  though  I 
am  a  great  aflerter  of  their  rights  and  privileges. 
As  to  the  employments  you  aflign  me,  I  readily 
undertake  them  all,  though  I  know  myfelf  very 
unfit  for  fome  of  them  ;  but  I  have  fuch  high  ex- 
amples on  my  fide,  that  I  am  not  at  all  afhamed 
of  pretending  to  more  than  I  can  do.  I  think  I 
can  be  a  very  good  nurfe ;  you  fhall  teach  me  to 
be  your  companion  ;  and,  for  a  houfekeeper,  I 
will  alTure  you  I  know  to  a  farthing  the  lowell 
price  of  every  thing,  though  I  am  ever  fo  ignorant 
of  the  matter.  * 

Mrs.  Pcndarves  hath,  as  you  fay,  forfaken  us : 
by  my  lord  Laivrifdoivn  %  death,  her  brother  Mr. 
Granville  is  become  pofTefi  of  eight  hundred  pound 

a  year. 
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a  year,  and  twenty  thoufand  pound  in  money ; 
which  was  fo  fettled  that  my  lord  Lanfclown  could 
not  touch  it.  Mr.  Granville  is  a  man  of  great 
worth,  and  a  very  kind  brother,  and  has  it  now 
in  his  power  to  provide  for  their  fifter  mifs  Gran- 
ville, whom  IsJlxs,  Pendarves  is  extremely  fond 'of: 
this  you  may  imagine  has  been  a  cordial  to  her  for 
lord  Lanfdown's  death,  though  (he  had  a  great  re- 
gard for  him.  I  tell  her  when  ftie  has  married  and 
fettled  her  brother  and  fifter,  if  fhe  does  not  fettle 
herfelf,  flie  muft  think  of  her  friends  in  Ireland', 
and  fhe  promifes  me  fhe  will. 

It  is  lb  much  my  intereft,  Sir,  to  believe  you 
fincere,  that  I  will  not  doubt  it :  I  will  rather 
think  you  want  judgment  (which  is  very  hard  for 
me  to  do)  or  why  fhould  not  I  (which  is  ftill  more 
pleanng)  believe  I  have  really  thofe  good  qualities 
you  afcribe  to  me  ?  It  will  only  make  me  vain  ; 
and  who  can  be  humble  when  praifed  by  you  ? 

I  think  your  indignation  againft:  our  abfenters 
very  juft,  though  fome  of  my  family  fuffer  by  it ; 
but  we  are  refolved  to  be  no  longer  of  the  number, 
and  propofe  leaving  London  this  month.  Poor  Mrs. 
Barber  has  been  confined  with  the  gout  thefe  three 
months ;  and  I  fear  we  fhall  leave  her  fo  :  her 
poems  are  generally  greatly  liked :  there  are,  in- 
deed, a  few  fevere  critics  (who  think  that  judg- 
ment is  only  fliewn  in  finding  faults)  that  fay  they 
are  not  poetic  ;  and  a  few  fine  ladies,  who  are  not 
commended  in  them,  that  complain  they  are  dull. 

I  am  very  forry  Dr.  Delany  has  given  up  his 
houfe  in  Dublin -^  for  one  cannot,  as  often  as  one 
may  v.'ifh  it,  command  time  and  a  coach  to  vifit 
him  at  Delville.*  I  hope  though  to  be  admitted 
into  the  new  apartment,  and  to  have  the  happi- 
nefs  of  meetinir  you  there. 

^*  My 
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My  brother  is  highly  honoured  In  the  character 
you  give  him,  which,  though  he  is  my  brother,  I 
muft  fay  I  think  a  very  juft  one  :  he  will  deliver 
you  this  letter,  and  with  it  my  beft  thanks  for  all 
your  favours  ;  being.  Sir,  with  the  higheft  grati- 
tude, your  moft  obliged  obedient  fervant, 

H.  DONNELLAN. 

My  beft  refpeiS^s  attend  Dr.  Delany,    and  Dr. 
Heljham, 

LETTER    LXX. 

Mrs.   Pendarves    to   Dr.   Swift. 

SIR,  May  i(S,  1735. 


Y 


O  U  have  never  yet  put  it  in  my  power  ta 
accufe  you  of  want  of  civility  ;  for  fmce  my  ac- 
quaintance with  you,  you  have  ahvays  paid  me 
more  than  I  expedtcd  :  but  I  may  fometimes  tax 
you  with  want  of  kindnefs  ;  which,  to  tell  yoa 
the  truth,  I  did  for  a  month  at  leaft.  At  laft  I 
was  informed  your  not  writing  to  me  was  occa- 
fioned  by  your  ill  ftate  of  health  ;  that  changed 
my  difcontent,  but  did  not  leflen  it ;  and  I  have 
not  yet  quite  determined  it  in  my  mind,  whether 
I  would  have  you  fick  or  negligent  of  me  :  they 
are  both  great  evils,  and  hard  to  chufe  out  of:  I 
heartily  wifti  neither  may  happen.  You  call  your- 
felf  by  a  great  many  ugly  names,  which  I  take  ill; 
for  1  never  could  bear  to  hear  a  pcrfon  I  value 
abufed.  I,  for  that  reafon,  muft  defue  you  to  be 
more  upon  your  guard  when  you  fpcak  of  yourfeif 
again  :    I   much   eafier  forgive  your  calling  me 

knave 
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knave  and  fool.  I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  you  for 
the  concern  you  exprefs  for  the  weaknefs  of  my 
eyes  :  they  are  now  very  well.  I  have  had  a  much 
greater  affiiflion  on  my  fpirits,  which  prevented 
my  writing  fooner  to  you.  My  fifter  (the  only 
one  I  have,  and  an  extraordinary  darling)  has  been 
extremely  indifpofed  this  whole  winter.  I  have 
had  all  the  anxiety  imaginable  on  her  account ; 
but  fhe  is  now  in  a  better  way,  and  I  hope  paft  all 
danger.  I  would  rather  tell  you  fomewhat  that  is 
pleafant ;  but  how  can  I  ?  I  am  juft  going  to  lofe 
Mrs.  Donnellan^  and  that  is  enough  to  damp  the 
livelieft  imagination  :  it  is  not  eafy  to  exprefs  what 
one  feels  on  fuch  an  occafion  :  the  lofs  of  an 
agreeable,  fenfible,  ufeful  companion,  gives  a  pain 
at  the  heart  not  to  be  defcribed.  You  happy  Hl- 
hernians  that  are  to  reap  the  benefit  of  my  diftrefs, 
will  hardly  think  of  any  thing  but  your  own  joy, 
and  not  afford  me  one  grain  of  pity.  Thus  things 
are  carried  in  this  world,  the  rich  forget  the  poor. 
I  am  forry  the  fociable  Thurfdays,  that  ufed  to 
bring  together  fo  many  agreeable  friends  at  Dr. 
Delany\,  are  broke  up  ;  though  Delville  has  its 
beauties,  it  is  more  out  of  the  way  than  Staf- 
ford-Jlreet.  1  believe  you  have  had  a  quiet  win- 
ter in  Dublin  ;  not  fo  has  it  been  with  us  in 
London.  Hurry,  wrangling,  extravagance,  and 
matrimony,  have  rejgned  with  great  impetuofity. 
The  news-papers  I  fuppofe  have  mentioned  the 
number  of  great  fortunes  that  are  going  to  be  mar- 
ried. Our  operas  have  given  much  caufe  of  dif- 
fention.  Men  and  women  have  been  deeply  en- 
gaged ;  and  no  debate  in  the  houfe  of  commons 
has  been  urged  with  more  warmth  :  the  difpute  of 
the  merits  of  the  compofers  and  fingers  is  carried 
to  fo  great  a  height,  that  it  is  much  feared,  by  all 
true  Ipvers  of  mufic,    that  operas  will  be  quite 

*  over- 
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overturned.  I  own,  I  think,  we  make  a  verj' filly 
figure  about  it.  I  am  obliged  to  you  for  the  two 
.Latin  lines  in  your  laft  letter  ;  it  gave  me  a  fair 
pretence  of  fliowing  the  letter  to  have  them  ex- 
plained ;  and  I  have  gained  no  fmall  honour  by 
that.  1  hope.  Sir,  though  you  threaten  me  with 
not  writing,  that  you  will  change  your  mind  :  the 
leafon  of  the  year  will  give  you  fpirits,  and  I  {hall 
be  glad  to  fhare  the  good  clfe^ts  of  them.  I  am. 
Sir,  your  moft  obliged  humble  fervant, 

M.   PENDARVES. 

When  you  fee  Mrs.  Donnellan^  fhe  will  enter- 
tain you  with  a  fecond  edition  of  Faufet^  too 
tedious  for  a  letter.  I  have  made  a  thoufand 
blunders,  which  I  am  aibamed  of. 


LETTER    LXXI. 

Lady  Betty  Brownlowe  to  Dr.  Swift. 

SIR,  May  19,  1735. 

JL  HAVE  the  honour  to  fend  you  the  en- 
clofed  letter,  and  the  cover,  as  it  came  to  Mr. 
Brownlowe.  I  hope  your  frugal  correfpondent  has 
not,  at  your  expence,  incurred  the  proverb  of  be- 
ing penny  wife,  iJc.  and  thereby  occafioned  your 
being  a  fufFerer  by  any  delay  or  bufinefs.  I  ihould 
beg  pardon  for  not  having  obeyed  your  commands 
in  writing  fooner,  but  that  I  am  the  only  fufFerer  by 
it,  by  being  deprived  of  the  fatisfaftion  of  hearing 
of  your  health.  The  extreme  cold  weather  we 
have  had  this  month,  has  made  the  country  much 
lefs  agreeable  than  ufual  at  this  time  of  year;  but 
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this  having  been  a  fine  mornintr,  I  have  been 
amufed  very  much  to  my  fatisfadion  with  laying 
out  what  I  think  a  very  pretty  defign  in  my  gar- 
den. 1  hke  my  gardener  mightily,  and -found 
every  thing  in  his  care  in  perfeft  good  order ;  but 
the  coldnefs  of  the  feafon  makes  every  thing  very 
backward :  the  cucumbers  are  not  larger  than 
guerkins.  I  beg,  if  you  honour  me  with  a  line, 
you  will  let  me  know  how  both  lady  Achefon  and 
Mrs.  Achefon  do,  for  I  have  a  fincere  concern  for 
both  their  welfares.  We  go  next  week  to  make  a 
vifit  to  our  friends  at  Seaford^  where  we  propofe 
flaying  about  a  fortnight,  I  heard  yefterday  you 
had  thoughts  of  going  to  CaJJoel:  if  it  were  poflible 
for  me  to  have  the  happinefs  to  be  prefent  at  yours 
and  the  archbiflaop's  converfation,  I  am  certain 
I  fhould  retrieve  my  character,  and  that  you  would 
allow  me  to  be  a  good  liftner,  which,  through 
other  people's  faults,  you  do  not  know  ;  for  I  af- 
fure  you  I  have  too  great  a  defire  to  be  informed 
and  improved,  to  occafion  any  interruption  in  your 
converfation,  except  when  I  find  you  purpofely  let 
yourfelf  down  to  fuch  capacities  as  mine,  vi^ith  an 
intention,  as  I  fuppofe,  to  give  us  the  pleafure  of 
babbling.  Mr.  Brownlowe  defires  you  will  accept 
of  his  compliments  ;  and  I  am.  Sir,  with  great  re- 
fpeit,  your  truly  affed:ionate  and  obedient  humble 
fervant, 

ELIZABETH  BROWNLOWE. 


End  of  the  Fifth  Volume, 
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